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I am very grateful to people I admire, who have inspired and helped me with writing. 

These people all know who they are, and many others, who don’t know they helped me, but inspired me. 

Some have left the Earth to be in the stars, maybe on other planets and under the sea. Ask me about it sometime :-)

I also want physical things to exist for my family, such as books.

I love my family and friends so much. 

Thank you.








  
  Part 1: Deep Fate


Deep Fate




“Look, and you will find it. 

What is unsought will go undetected.” 









  
  Deep Fate Prologue


It will be found at some point in time. When, where and by whom is yet to be determined. It was always meant to be… 






  
  Chapter 1
The Depths

5 years from present day


Above and below the Pacific Ocean an ambitious scientific endeavour is taking place. One team is on the sea bed of The Mariana Trench. The other, support team, is on the sea surface. Guided by their advanced over-the-horizon computer systems, both teams embark on a ground breaking mission. The target is one of the most unexplored places on Earth. 
The weather’s unusually calm. The nearest tropical storm is over two hundred kilometres away. The air hangs humid on the surface ship, making droplets form on the metal deck. In contrast, it is nicely air-conditioned on the undersea sub, with humidity kept at 40% and the temperature at a constant twenty-three degrees Celsius.
The Mariana Trench is the deepest part of the world's oceans. At a depth of approximately 36,070 feet (nearly 11,000 metres), it is known as Challenger Deep. Located in the western Pacific Ocean, this trench is where the Pacific Plate is forced under the Mariana Plate, reshaping the Earth’s crust. The pressure here exceeds 1,086 bars, with temperatures near freezing. At sea level, the atmospheric pressure is about 1 bar. This means that the pressure at the bottom of the trench is over 1,000 times greater than at sea level.
The advanced computer system, affectionately called GEORGE (Geological Exploration and Resource Geolocation Engine) is helping a team of fifteen, with its precise calculations and predictive models.  Ten above the sea, and five below the sea.  The team includes engineers, geologists, mineralogists, and scientists all aboard the advanced research vessel, the Deep Explorer Surface Ship (DESS). They monitor progress as the drilling team, far below, drill deeper and deeper into the Earth's crust. Deeper than ever before.  Buzzing sounds of electronic beeps, and the smooth calming sound of whirring air conditioning units.
The massive cathedral-sized drills of the Deep Explorer Drilling Station (DEDS) penetrate the seabed with unrelenting force.  The screeching and grinding sounds of the drills sound like London underground trains, roaring through the tunnels, carving their way underground. Rocks being crushed and crunched like ice cubes, being demolished by your teeth, after getting inside your mouth while drinking cola, in your favourite pub garden in the summer. 
The undersea drilling station is an old repurposed oil rig. It had its large stabilising legs removed and was then submerged. It’s been placed directly on the sea bed. The platform’s been repurposed for drilling while under the sea, partly to aid with cooling of the massive drill bits, and partly due to the depth and logistics of retrieving samples, to and from the support vessel.
The drilling team of five, get to and from the undersea drilling station by submersible, housed and maintained in the Deep Explorer Surface Ship.  The submersible is called the Deep Explorer Sub (DES). This is manually operated.  Included with the DES is a fast remotely operated vehicle, which is a submersible one-twentieth the size of DES, that can go to and from the surface ship within twenty minutes, delivering samples and returning supplies to the DES. 
The drill tip is now at an unprecedented depth of forty-nine kilometres.  The team monitors the operation from the control room of the surface ship.  Lights flicker, instrumentation buzzes.  Every sediment layer and rock formation is analysed in real time.  GEORGE, designed to adapt and respond to geological anomalies, suddenly signals an alert. The alert chimes in a rhythmic tone.  There's an unusual formation fifty kilometres below the sea bed, precisely where the computer system predicted the mineral would be. The drilling team retrieves the core mineral sample and sends it in the remotely operated submersible to the Deep Explorer Surface Ship. 
Encased within the extracted cylindrical section of rock is what appears at first glance to be a simple mineral. As the geologists and mineralogists examine it, they realise GEORGE was correct. The system knew exactly what the mineral was, and where it would be found.  It is unlike anything previously seen, ever. The mineral exhibits unique properties that suggest its formation under extreme pressure and unique geological conditions, was nothing short of a miracle.
The drilling team comes across an unexpected anomaly within the same core sample. It’s a piece of rock. Granite in appearance, with glistening quartz.  Granite forms from silica-rich magmas, thought to form by heat or water vapour at the lower crust, rather than by decompression of mantle rock, as is the case with basaltic magmas seen deep within Earth.  This granite rock is not any ordinary rock. The simple granite-like rock contains a microchip. A fossilised microchip. The microchip’s encased in a layer of granite rock that preliminary tests suggest is 500 million years old.  The presence of such an advanced technology embedded within ancient geological strata sends shockwaves through the team. 
How could a seemingly modern and sophisticated device be fossilised within such ancient material, fifty kilometres below the Earth's crust?
GEORGE recalibrates its systems for further analysis, and the team sets up for extensive testing of the predicted mineral and unexpected rock containing a fossilised microchip.






  
  Chapter 2
The Silurian Connection


GEORGE knew, with a probability of over 95%, that the team would find this new mineral. Find it at this precise location, fifty kilometres below the Earth's crust. There was 0% indication, from the computer system, that a fossilised microchip would be found, let alone inside a rock, at the same location. 
The control room aboard the Deep Explorer Surface Ship purred with nervous energy. Scientists, engineers, and technicians surrounded the glass-enclosed examination table where the fossilised microchip lay. It lay there like a precious artefact in the British Museum. The room was a mosaic of diverse accents and languages, a testament to the global effort behind the mission. Whispers and nods among the eager team. But at this moment, all voices converged on one burning question. 
How could this technology exist in rock, millions and millions of years old?
Dr Elise DuPont, a leading palaeontologist and engineer, stood at the forefront of the discussion. She tapped on the holographic display, bringing up geological timelines, fossil records, and a series of images comparing the microchip’s intricate patterns to naturally occurring crystalline structures. 
“We need to tread carefully,” Elise began, her tone firm but measured. “Very carefully. This could very well be a bizarre natural phenomenon. There are crystalline formations in nature that mimic structured patterns. We can’t jump to conclusions. Keep Occam's Razor in mind. You all know Occam's Razor’s principle, which suggests the simplest explanation is usually the correct one. Keep in mind, it’s highly likely this is all a hoax... a joke.”
“But crystalline formations don’t generate data signals,” blurted Dr Torsten Berg, a physicist who specialised in energy systems. “GEORGE detected extremely faint electromagnetic remnants when we extracted this sample. That’s not natural”
The room fell silent as Elise magnified an image of the fossilised microchip’s surface. The engravings delicate, yet precise, glimmered under the laboratory lights. 
“Applying Occam’s Razor, it’s highly probable we are indeed looking at modern-day technology which is a hoax. Or, if not a hoax, it has somehow, inexplicably entered one of the underwater volcanic shafts along the Mariana Trench... how you ask? Think back to the year 2004. Tectonic plate movements throughout the Pacific Ring of Fire, after the Indian Ocean Tsunami... which would have thus buried objects at these immense depths. The Ring of Fire contains over 750 and 915 active or dormant volcanoes, and 90% of the world's earthquakes”. Members of the team slowly nodded in agreement. “However, on the opposite end of the scale. If this is something else and it’s as old as tests indicate” she said, “we’re looking at evidence of advanced technology that predates not just human civilisation but even the dinosaurs.” 
A few of the team sniggered, while the others stood in wonder, eyes wide and mouths opening in slow motion.
“Which brings us to the Silurian hypothesis,” Torsten said, leaning forward. He swiped through his tablet, projecting an academic paper onto the central screen. “I’m sure you lovely people have heard of it, no? Quick revision for everyone... Schmidt and Frank posed the question years ago. If an industrial civilisation existed millions of years ago, would we even be able to detect it in the geological record?”
The hypothesis ignited an animated debate. One faction of the team leaned toward scepticism, citing the improbability of an advanced civilisation arising so far back in Earth’s history, eliciting Occam’s Razor. Another faction, led by Torsten, argued that the microchip could be a missing piece in humanity’s understanding of deep-time evolution and technological progress. 
Elise attempted to mediate. “Let’s examine this logically. If a civilisation existed millions of years ago, what evidence would survive? Fossilised bones? Ruins? Most structures would have eroded or been destroyed by tectonic activity over such vast timescales.”
“Exactly!” Torsten burst out. “That’s why we haven’t found any traditional markers of such a civilisation. But this microchip... this fossilised microchip, if it’s real, could be the evidence. What we need is absolute dating of this rock.”
The team agreed, and preparations began for isotope analysis by GEORGE to confirm the age of both the fossilised microchip and the rock. Meanwhile, discussions turned somewhat speculative.
If the microchip was genuine, who or what created it?
Could Earth have hosted an advanced civilisation long before recorded history?
As they waited for the isotope analysis test results, the team huddled to explore the wider ramifications of their find. 
Torsten summarised everything he knew. “If this microchip is authentic, it forces us to reconsider not just Earth’s history but humanity’s place in it. It aligns with the concept of cycles, with civilisations rising and falling over aeons, leaving behind traces only detectable by chance.”
Elise added, “It’s extremely unlikely, but, and I mean but... If intelligent life has risen and fallen on Earth before, it raises questions about our own trajectory. Are we destined to follow the same path?”
No one said it out loud, but they were thinking about the ethical dimensions of their discovery. 
What would happen if the world knew? 
Could such knowledge destabilise societies, religions, or global economies?
By the end of that day, preliminary GEORGE isotope analysis revealed a truly jaw-dropping result. The rock, encasing the microchip, was over 500 million years old. This placed its origin firmly in the Paleozoic era. The fossil was created within plus or minus one hundred thousand years of that date. There were traces of Amino acids in the rock packed full of nitrogen and carbon-rich compounds. These include 20 amino acids that life on Earth uses to build proteins and all four of the ring-shaped molecules that make up DNA, including adenine, cytosine, guanine, and thymine. The room fell into stunned silence as the weight of the evidence sank in.
Elise broke the quiet. “If this is what it appears to be, we’ve just uncovered something that rewrites history... possibly the future too. We need more than one anomaly to confirm this hypothesis. We need to keep drilling. We need to find more evidence.”
As the team on board the Deep Explorer Surface Ship prepared to resume drilling, they couldn’t shake the profound implications of their find. 
Had Earth hosted advanced civilisations long before humanity’s rise? 
Was the Silurian hypothesis more than a thought experiment?
The answers lay in the uncharted depths of the Mariana Trench and the mysteries yet to come.  
The drilling team got into the submersible and started their descent. The Deep Explorer Sub (DES) creaked and hissed with precision, as it aimed for the underwater rig, eleven kilometres below. The HEPA-filtered air, nice and cool with a steady breeze from the onboard air conditioning, helped to cool down the crew's excitement. After transitioning eleven kilometres the team uncoupled and made their way gingerly onto the Deep Explorer Drilling Station (DEDS).






  
  Chapter 3
Voyager


The fossilised remains of the microchip rested in a sterile containment chamber. It bristled with promise and wonder. Its surface is magnified and displayed across the room on holographic screens. Every line, curve, and indentation was meticulously scanned and analysed. The initial mystery of its existence had deepened. There were small engravings on its surface that were unlike anything seen before, yet oddly familiar. Barely visible to the naked, but clearly seen on the magnified screen. 
The weather system was closing in. Fairly close at twenty-five kilometres, the effects of the tropical depression were being felt by the crew. The ship had a state-of-the-art automatic stabilising buoyancy system, so the vast majority of the crew had no sea sickness. That didn’t stop a few of the crew, needing time out to go and look at the horizon.
Dr. Elise DuPont stood before the team. A new holographic projection floated behind her like a ghost from the past, watching over her. On one side was a detailed image of the fossilised microchip’s surface, clearly showing what appeared to be microchip component markings. On the other side was an image that looked strikingly similar in simplicity to the message sent on the Voyager spacecraft. These were very small engravings, illuminated in sharp relief. The Golden Record, as it was known, was launched into space in 1977 as humanity’s message to potential extraterrestrial civilisations. At least half of the image on the fossilised microchip was missing, destroyed by the immense and unforgiving drilling equipment.
“These patterns,” Elise began, gesturing toward the fossilised microchip’s markings, “share striking similarities with the engravings on the Voyager golden record disc. Look, here” she pointed with her thin and unusually long ring finger.
The comparison was undeniable. Both bore intricate, concentric designs that seemed more symbolic than functional. Elise highlighted key parallels. Spirals, radial lines, and what appeared to be coded sequences.
“What if this microchip is their version of our Golden Record?” Torsten Berg speculated, his voice tinged with wonder. “A message left behind intentionally?”
“But who is ‘they’?” someone from the back of the room asked. A slight mocking tone.
Elise didn’t answer immediately. Instead, she zoomed in on one of the fossilised microchip’s engravings. A dense series of symbols that seemed almost hieroglyphic in nature. “Whoever they were,” she said finally, “they had a purpose. And I think they wanted us to find this.”
The team worked relentlessly, feeding the microchip’s scanned patterns into GEORGE for analysis. Its optical recognition systems ingesting everything it sees. Seconds turned into hours before the breakthrough came. 
Torsten burst into the control room, his face alight with excitement, yet mixed with fear.
“It’s in the DNA,” he announced breathlessly. “It’s in our DNA. Our junk DNA!”.
The room fell silent as he explained. 
Using the microchip’s engravings as a cypher, the part that looked like the Golden Record, the computer system had identified matching sequences within human “junk” DNA. The vast stretches of genetic material that, until now, were thought to have no functional purpose. The concept of junk DNA was first proposed by Susumu Ohno in 1972. He used the term to describe portions of the DNA in a genome that are noncoding, meaning they do not code for proteins or have any known biological function. All along, there was something hidden in plain sight in junk DNA.
“This can’t be a coincidence,” Torsten continued, projecting the results onto the central screen. The sequences in the junk DNA mirrored the patterns on the microchip. “It’s as if someone encoded a message directly into our own genetic code.”
The implications were staggering, awe-inspiring, and complicated. Humanity had long believed junk DNA to be an evolutionary emptiness of nothing, leftover fragments with no discernible role. But now, it seemed that these sequences were anything but random and empty. They were carefully constructed codes that needed decoding.
GEORGE, guided by the microchip’s engravings, began decrypting the message in the junk DNA. The process was slow, requiring immense computational power. So much power, all drilling at the sea bed had to stop, while the computer system consumed all available energy onboard. 
The initial results were enough to shake the team to its foundations.
The first decoded fragments revealed what could only be described as a repository of knowledge. A repository of knowledge stored within the junk DNA. Stored using similar methods and technology to a blockchain. A dense and structured archive encoded within every human being. Every human being that ever lived, and is alive today, and in the future. The data includes diagrams, mathematical equations, and complex instructions that hint at advanced technologies. 
GEORGE concluded that the compressed and encrypted knowledge stored inside the junk part of DNA contained more data and information than everything ever created by modern-day humans. This, combined with all known printed books, digitally created material, every piece of data on the internet, and all languages. Absolutely everything. If current modern-day combined data and knowledge were 10%, the amount of stored knowledge in the junk DNA was 100% of our known knowledge. Ten times as much knowledge as modern-day humans have. Everything to ever know, or be discovered.
“This isn’t just a message,” Elise said, her voice trembling. “It’s a legacy. They didn’t just want to leave a record of who they were, they wanted us to understand them. To know where we came from. Everything. But why?”
The revelation sparked a torrent of questions.
If this data had been embedded in human junk DNA, who had placed it there?  Why? How? 
The timeline stretched back impossibly far, beyond human history, beyond recorded time. 500 million years.  Was it possible that humanity itself was the product of this ancient civilisation?
As the team, with the aid of the GEORGE, pieced together the fragments of the initial decrypted message, a picture began to emerge. The ancient civilisation, whoever they were, had faced extinction. Knowing their fate was inevitable, they had encoded the sum of their knowledge and history into DNA, sending it into the future. Figuratively speaking, a message in a bottle. A DNA bottle.
The room was thick with a mix of awe and apprehension. The fossilised microchip had opened a door to a story far older than anyone could have imagined. It wasn’t just humanity’s history that was being rewritten, it was the history of Earth itself.
Elise turned to Torsten, her voice barely above a whisper. “Do you think they knew we’d find it?”
Torsten nodded. “They didn’t just know. They planned for it. This wasn’t just survival, it was communication across the ages. How, I have no idea.”
The team, overwhelmed by the magnitude of their discovery, prepares to present their findings to the world. But, even as they celebrate, a gnawing question remains. 
What other secrets might the microchip, and the DNA, still hold?
Little did the team know, their conversations and video feeds were all being monitored. A specialised team from the Five Eyes (FVEY) intelligence alliance were well aware of what was being discussed. They were about to intervene directly with Elise, to ensure nothing was discussed outside of the mission team. A representative from the FVEY made preparations to communicate with the team on Deep Explorer as a matter of extreme importance.






  
  Chapter 4
The Ancients


The Deep Explorer Laboratory Rig (DELR) , is another repurposed deepwater oil rig. This rig however sits fifty metres above the surface of the sea, twenty-five kilometres away from the drilling location and surface ship. 
It looms on the horizon like a beast waiting for its next meal. A steady firm platform in the ocean, teaming with the most advanced technology available to mankind. 
The team of three permanently stationed on it can call the rig “Mother”. The surface ship comes back to Mother, with the submersible, when required for resupply, maintenance and tests in the laboratory. 
The crew are choppered on and off by helicopter when required. The helicopters go to the airfield where private jets whisk the team and visitors away for meetings when needed.
Rumour has it that the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) funded the rig ten years ago through In-Q-Tel, a not-for-profit venture capital firm based in Arlington, Virginia. Investing in companies to keep the CIA, and other intelligence agencies, equipped with the latest technology.
Regular tropical rain downpours and claps of thunder kept the crew alert to their Pacific location. The frequent lightning bolts, streaking across the sky, with retina-burning intensity, reminded the crew of their vulnerability here in the ocean.
The control room was filled with tension and anticipation as the computer system completed its latest decryption sequence. Elise DuPont and Torsten Berg stood shoulder to shoulder, their eyes fixed on the holographic display. Line by line, the story of an ancient civilisation began to unfold, a tale buried not only in rock but encoded within the very fabric of human DNA.
GEORGE shifted through the vast ocean of data and knowledge. Its instructions were to summarise the who, what, where, when, why, and how. This was succinctly presented to the team. A few years ago, this would have been near impossible. Today with GEORGE and other advanced AI systems, the conundrum of too much data and not enough action is no longer applied. GEORGE and other systems were built for this type of task. 
The decoded data revealed the existence of an advanced civilisation that flourished over 500 million years ago, during the Palaeozoic Era. The beings from the ancient civilisation were remarkably human in appearance and physiology. They had developed technologies and societal systems that rivalled or even surpassed those of modern humanity. They were humans, just as we are.
This ancient civilisation had harnessed the raw forces of nature, transforming them into clean, sustainable energy. They had achieved breakthroughs in genetic engineering, space travel, and quantum mechanics, achievements hinted at in the encoded knowledge. Cities sprawled across continents that no longer existed in the present day, their architecture harmonising with the natural world rather than dominating it.
“They were us,” Torsten murmured, his voice reverent. “At least, a version of us. The way they lived, it’s like looking in a mirror.”
Their technological prowess extended to the stars. Decrypted evidence suggested that they had established colonies on the Moon, Mars, and Venus. They had even launched exploratory missions beyond the solar system.
But the decryption also revealed a sobering truth. The ancient civilisation’s downfall had been both inevitable and devastating. Two catastrophic events coincided, bringing an abrupt end to their golden age. This was why, and the reason they had to encode the sum of their knowledge in the junk DNA. It was the only way the memory and knowledge would survive over 500 Million years.
The first catastrophic event was a biosphere and climate crisis of their own making. Or, as also speculated, the Earth changes naturally with volcanic eruptions spewing massive quantities of gases into the atmosphere. Despite their advancements, their population growth and energy consumption had tipped the planet’s delicate balance, alongside massive volcanic eruptions. The computer system reconstructed data showing rising temperatures, acidifying oceans, and widespread ecological collapse. Their ability to mitigate these effects had been outpaced by the speed of the biosphere destruction. They were responsible for destroying their planet, Earth.
The second event was far more sudden for them. An asteroid strike of unprecedented magnitude. The data and knowledge encoded into the junk DNA included simulations of the impact. An inferno that obliterated much of the planet’s surface and plunged Earth into a prolonged darkness. This was a life-ending event, but not a planet-destroying event. It left no chance that life would recover, for millions and millions of years.
“They didn’t just lose their cities or their technology,” Elise said, her voice heavy. “They lost their entire biosphere. The Earth they knew was gone.”
Faced with extinction, the ancient civilisation made a desperate choice.  They gathered their brightest minds and directed all their remaining resources toward survival. Not on Earth, but beyond it. The decoded messages revealed plans for a mass exodus. A mass exodus to other celestial bodies within the solar system, and beyond.
The Moon and Mars became their primary refuges. Venus served as a short-lived outpost. However, these locations were merely stopgaps. Knowing that their survival required leaving the solar system, the civilisation built several starships. These were self-sustaining vessels designed to carry them to the stars and beyond.
Their destination was Proxima Centauri b. A terrestrial planet in the habitable zone of the Alpha Centauri system. The closest to our Solar System is four light-years or about twenty-five trillion miles away from Earth. Alpha Centauri, the triple star system, became their home. Their refuge, for the exodus.
But even as they fled, they ensured that Earth would not forget them. The microchip, the encoded DNA, and other yet undiscovered artefacts were part of a grand plan to preserve their story. They believed that one day, life on Earth would rise again, and when it did, it would inherit not just the planet but the wisdom of those who came before.
“What does this mean for us?” one of the junior researchers asked, breaking the silence. “If they were so advanced, and they couldn’t stop it.”
Elise turned to






