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“And will not God vindicate his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? I tell you; he will vindicate them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

Luke 18:7-8, RSV2CE.
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“For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that overcomes the world, our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God”?

1 John 5:4-5, RSV2CE.
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What is faith in God, or to have faith in God? 

Is it simply an expectation we have for some event to happen with the aid of God in this world or our lives?

And if it doesn’t take place according to our expectations shortly then we lose our faith, and abandon ship, is that faith?

Can a bird nesting in a tree branch see its surroundings if it doesn’t fly?

Can a climber walking in the forest see the valley if he hasn’t reached the peak of the mountain?

Faith is a gift from above, from God, a supernatural gift that is not the result of works (Ephesians 2:8-9, RSV2CE).

The word for us is trust. Trust in God. In Jesus Christ's promise of salvation.

Faith becomes in us a present reality when we allow grace to make us steadily more virtuous and holy “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8). Because these works of righteousness that pertain to salvation, these are made possible by the grace of God empowering us from within. The reason is that our natural strength has been weakened by the fall of Adam, and only by the supernatural help of the Spirit can we be humble, obedient, and loving in a way that truly pleases the Lord (Ephesians 2:10, RSV2CE).

Another word for us regarding faith is patience. And patience is a fruit of the spirit. And can be understood as longsuffering of which our Father in heaven has given us an example because He is also longsuffering toward us through His love for our humanity.

If you see a glimpse of Jesus ahead of you, and you run towards it, it will fade into thin air because you didn’t give it the chance to consolidate for you. So be patient and have faith.

On top of this, if you strive to consolidate your faith in God, through a Godly living in Jesus Christ, you will suffer persecution (2 Timothy 3;12); and yes, tribulation in terms of trials and pressures will arise as a result of our faith in Jesus Christ, our journey toward God's Kingdom, and our faith that we will be a part of it. It ‘goes with the territory’ and we are not to shrink to avoid it but bear it patiently as Christ did (John W. Ritenbaugh, 1988. Forerunner, ‘Personal,’ cgg.org). 

But beware, because persecution has many forms and it can seriously hinder or even destroy our faith through the mental snares of Satan, who attacks relentlessly our minds trying to infiltrate our thoughts constantly, to turn us away from God through sin with the help of the social media, and the everyday lies of the worldwide news that want to make us live in fear all the time, to control us as much as they can.

So, for us, the choice is either to believe in the lies of the evil one who controls this world, and live accordingly or to have faith in God, our Father in Heaven, and His son Jesus Christ, and to live a life of unending faith in the will of God for our lives.
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“For we walk by faith, not by sight”.

2 Corinthians 5:7, RSV2CE.
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Here is a biblical statement for our materialistic world: “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1, RSVCE).

Faith is not a rational belief because it does not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God (1 Corinthians 2:5, RSV2CE). Faith and belief are not the same thing.

Faith is always a gift from God, and never something that can be produced by people. For the believer, it is God’s divine persuasion, and therefore distinct from human belief or confidence in that belief. Faith in God is always used for something in the Kingdom purpose. Belief is things that we do. Now, you can have faith in a lot of things (people, things, this world), but that’s not necessarily a good thing. The gift of faith is given through the Spirit. Faith is the way for the Spirit to communicate with your spirit. When faith communicates with your spirit, it then persuades your mind, intellect, and emotions. We must always be receiving the gift of grace through faith. Grace is ‘the ability to do for you what you can’t do for yourself.’ That is a good thing (Understanding Faith - Part 1. 2023. gthchurch.com).

Paul's understanding of faith involves the transformation of one's perception of God and the world through Christ. This aspect of faith surfaces particularly in 1 and 2 Corinthians, where Paul is challenging the church to lay aside the perspective and values of the world, and to think and live from the vantage point of “invisible . . . divine reality. Covenant and union with Christ as providing [the] necessary framework for understanding ‘faith’ [is fundamental] in Paul (Guy Waters PhD, 2020, Duke University, How Did Paul Understand ‘Faith’? thegospelcoalition.org).
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“By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death; and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken, he was attested as having pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please him. For whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him”.

Hebrews 11:5-6, RSVCE
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Faith in our world
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We live in an increasingly secular society. According to the Pew Research Center, 1.1 billion people worldwide identify as non-believers. Many others superficially identify with Christianity but rarely pray, read the Bible, or otherwise act on their faith. Church attendance rates are at an all-time low, with many denominations forced to close churches as a result. Research from the National Congregations Study indicates that fewer than one-quarter of Americans attend church three out of every eight Sundays. The statistics highlighted above reflect what Christians increasingly feel — a lack of faith within their communities and, often, within their own lives. Remaining true to your faith may feel all but impossible when it's absent from so many elements of daily life, but it's a challenge worth pursuing. Living out your faith isn't easy, but it's far from impossible. With a lot of grace, you can cultivate a strong spiritual connection to guide you through the challenges of the modern world. (How to Maintain Your Faith in a Seemingly Faithless World, 2019. Geneva College. geneva.edu)

“When all is said and done, the life of faith is nothing if not an unending struggle of the spirit with every available weapon against the flesh.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer). We as followers of Jesus must understand that this earth is not a playground, it's a battleground.

As it relates to the present and what we are experiencing, those who trust God will be cognizant of the fact that they cannot control everything and that they must rely, not on their wisdom, abilities, intelligence, power, or money, but on Somebody who is really in control of these things (John W. Ritenbaugh, 2023. Ecclesiastes and the Feast of Tabernacles; Part 2. theberean.org).

All of us need an anchor that will hold us during the storms of life. That anchor is our faith. What have you put your faith in? How important is it to have faith? Where do we find a faith strong enough to make it through the storms of life? The question is not if we have faith, everyone has faith. The question is where is your faith anchored? In 1 Peter 1:4-5, [The apostle Peter] told us that it is important to anchor our faith in Christ because we will look where faith in Christ is kept, in Heaven: ”and to an inheritance which is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God's power are guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time”(Lifeway. Sermon: The Significance of Our Faith - 1 Peter 1, 2014. Lifeway.com). 

When the disciples encountered Jesus, they were living ordinary lives. Most abandoned their jobs and began to follow Jesus not knowing how their new faith would impact their life. But one encounter with Jesus changed everything for them. The transforming power of a life following Christ is available to you too. When you choose to follow Jesus, you are forever changed. It doesn’t mean you won’t face trials. But faith in Christ gives you
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