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Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

Author and Storyteller

Arthur Conan Doyle was born on 22nd May 1859, in Edinburgh, 

Scotland. His parents, Charles Doyle and Mary Foley, had seven children 

that survived to adulthood. Arthur was the second oldest. His early 

years were troubled: his father was an alcoholic and suffered bouts 

of psychiatric illness, meaning that the family were often separated or 

living in squalid housing. 

From the age of nine, Conan Doyle attended Catholic schools in 

Lancashire, England, paid for by wealthy uncles. He also spent a  

year at a school in Austria before returning to Edinburgh to study  

medicine at the University of Edinburgh Medical School in 1876.  

During his medical studies he met Dr Joseph Bell, whose observational 

skills and deductive reasoning would later inspire Conan Doyle's great 

creation, Sherlock Holmes. 
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After completing his medical degree in 1881, he began his career as 

a physician, initially as a ship’s doctor, before setting up practices in 

Plymouth, Portsmouth and London. However, these were not particularly 

successful, and Conan Doyle supplemented his income by writing stories, 

something he had done since his student days. 

His first story  featuring  Sherlock Holmes was the novel, 

A Study in 

Scarlet

, published in 1887. A second Holmes novel, 

The Sign of Four

, 

followed in 1890. However, it was the series of short stories published 

in 

The Strand Magazine

 from 1891, that established Conan Doyle as a 

master of detective fiction. These stories made  Holmes and  his trusted 

companion, Dr  John Watson, iconic figures in late-Victorian literature, 

capturing the imaginations of readers and making Holmes a cultural 

phenomenon. Conan Doyle would ultimately write 56 short stories and 

four novels featuring Holmes. 

Conan Doyle  not only  wrote detective fiction; he  was a versatile and 

prolific author. He wrote  over 200  short stories, novels  and articles, 

including the Brigadier Gerard historical stories and a series of science  

fantasy novels featuring  

Professor Challenger, the most 

famous being 

The Lost World

.  

He was knighted in 1902 by  

King  Edward VII  in  recognition  of 

not only his literary contributions, 

but also for his support of the 

British Empire in the Second  

Boer War in Southern Africa 

(1899-1902).

Not only a successful writer, 

Conan Doyle was also an 

accomplished sportsman. 

He played goalkeeper for 

Portsmouth AFC, cricket for the 

MCC and was a keen golfer, 

boxer,  rifle marksman and skier.   

Edinburgh

London

Plymouth

Portsmouth

SCOTLAND

ENGLAND
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Although brought up a Catholic, Doyle renounced his faith and 

became interested in spiritualism, especially after the deaths of 

his  first  wife, Louisa Hawkins,  in 1906, and his son, Kingsley, who 

died in 1918, after being severely wounded in the 1916 Battle of 

the Somme during the First World War (1914-18). He remained a 

committed spiritualist for the rest of his life, promoting it through 

lectures, and writing many articles and books on the subject.

Jean Leckie became Doyle’s second wife in September 1907, and 

they had three children together (Doyle had two children from  

his  first  marriage). 

Conan Doyle died at his home in Sussex on 7th July 1930 aged 

71, leaving a legacy that has endured for more than a century. 

Sherlock Holmes remains one of the most recognised characters 

in literature, and continues to  captivate  audiences  in books, films 

and TV adaptations. It is  a testament  to Conan  Doyle's storytelling 

powers, that his amateur detective, created towards the end 

of the  nineteenth century,  still  remains a powerful influence  on 

detective fiction and popular culture across  the globe.

The Hound of the Baskervilles

 – The Novel

The Hound of the Baskervilles

 was published in monthly parts in 

The Strand Magazine

 from August 1901 to April  1902. The first 

book edition was published by George Newnes Ltd in March 1902. 

Fans of Conan Doyle and Sherlock Holmes were ecstatic.  

The Hound of the Baskervilles

 became an instant bestseller.

The Gothic elements to the story are intentional. Conan Doyle 

had originally wanted to write a story in the style of Sheridan 

Le Fanu, an author of Gothic tales and a leading ghost story 

writer of Victorian times. Doyle  approached 

The Strand Magazine

 

with an “idea of a real creeper”. He realised that Holmes leading 

the story would help it be more successful (and make him more 

money), so he paired his rational, modern detective with old-world 

superstition and the supernatural. 
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Based on local legends of ghostly dogs and 

combining  elements of Gothic fiction  with the 

suspense and mystery of the detective genre, 

The Hound of the Baskervilles

 is acknowledged 

to be one of Conan Doyle’s greatest works and 

possibly his best story featuring Holmes.

Like Holmes himself, 

The Hound of the 

Baskervilles

 has become part of literary history 

and modern-day culture. 
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The book has many memorable moments and lines. 

Mr Holmes, they were the 

footprints of a gigantic hound!

 

DR MORTIMER  

(see page 23)

Why should a man tiptoe ...? ... 

He was 

running Watson – running 

desperately, running for his life ...

 

SHERLOCK HOLMES  

(see page 28)

Go 

back! ... Go straight back to 

London! ... Go back and 

never 

set foot upon the moor again.

 

BERYL STAPLETON  

(see page 51)

It is 

murder, Watson ... cold-blooded, 

deliberate murder. ... My nets are closing 

upon him ... Another day – two at the most 

– and I [will] have my case complete ... 

 

SHERLOCK HOLMES  

(see page 75)




















































































































































































OEBPS/nav.xhtml






		Cover



		Title Page



		Copyright



		Contents



		Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Author and Storyteller



		The Hound of the Baskervilles – The Novel



		The Hound of the Baskervilles



		List of Main Characters: Dramatis Personae



		The Graphic Novel



		I. Mr Sherlock Holmes



		II. The Curse of the Baskervilles



		III. The Problem



		IV. Sir Henry Baskerville



		V. Three Broken Threads



		VI. Baskerville Hall



		VII. The Stapletons of Merripit House



		VIII. The First Report of Dr Watson



		IX. Second Report of Dr Watson



		X. Extract From the Diary of Dr Watson



		XI. The Man on the Tor



		XII. Death on the Moor



		XIII. Fixing the Nets



		XIV. The Hound of the Baskervilles



		XV. A Retrospection







		Storytelling in The Hound of the Baskervilles



		Themes in The Hound of the Baskervilles



		Sherlock Holmes - the Greatest Detective



		Gothic Elements in The Hound of the Baskervilles



		The World of the Gothic Novel



		Gothic - A Timeline













		Classics in Graphics: Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's The Hound of the Baskervilles



		Start













		Cover



		1



		2



		3



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



		81



		82



		83



		84



		85



		86



		87



		88



		89



		90



		91



		92



		93



		94



		95



		96



		97



		98



		99



		100



		101



		102



		103



		104



		105



		106



		107



		108



		109



		110



		111



		112


































































































































OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
— SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE'S -

J{f b»‘ Steve Barlow and Steve ;"c\wxore
R . <
- illastrated bﬂ Gueli Gona&let';:”

























