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  The 115-foot-high Pigeon Point Lighthouse, one of the tallest in the United States, is a hostel north of Santa Cruz.


 

  
  


  1 NORTH CENTRAL COAST DRIVE
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  Massive waves break across Hole in the Wall Beach north of Santa Cruz.


  Carmel to San Francisco


  General description: CA 1 runs 107 miles along the north-central California coastline from Carmel to Pacifica just south of San Francisco.


  Location: California coast between Carmelby-the-Sea and Pacifica.


  Drive route number and name: CA 1 (Cabrillo Highway).


  Travel season: Year-round. Watch for fog along the drive in summer. Heavy rains in winter slicken the highway and may create landslides that close the highway.


  Camping: Hundreds of campsites, including walk-in tent sites and RV sites, are in national forest, state park, and private campgrounds along the drive. Reservations, particularly in summer, are strongly recommended.


  Services: All services in Carmel, Monterey, Santa Cruz, and Pacifica. Limited services are in other towns along the highway.


  The Route


  


  The 107-mile-long Carmel to San Francisco scenic drive, following CA 1, the Cabrillo Highway, explores a diverse and beautiful section of California’s Pacific shoreline. The picturesque and historic towns of Carmel-by-the-Sea, Pacific Grove, and Monterey anchor the drive’s southern end, where you explore old missions, the famed Cannery Row and Monterey Bay Aquarium, old lighthouses, and a rocky coastline interrupted by glistening sand beaches.


  The middle section encompasses scallop-shaped Monterey Bay and its rich marine environment. Offshore is Monterey Canyon, one of the world’s deepest ocean canyons, wavering kelp forests, and marine mammals including gray and humpback whales, elephant seals, harbor seals, sea otters, and dolphins. A long stretch of beaches and sand dunes borders the bay from Monterey north to Santa Cruz.


  The northern coast section, beginning at the eclectic city of Santa Cruz, is a cliff-lined coast with pocket beaches, crashing surf, grassy terraces carpeted with wildflowers, and towering inland stands of coast redwood trees.


  This coastal drive, easily accessible from San Francisco, makes a wonderful day trip. Allow at least a full day to drive the highway and make a few stops. It’s easy to spend 4 or 5 days puttering along the coast, sunning at wild beaches, visiting attractions, playing at the Santa Cruz Boardwalk, and enjoying some of California’s best seaside scenery.
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  Weather


  The climate along the north central coast is mild year-round. Around Monterey Bay on the drive’s south end, the weather varies little between winter and summer. Only 10 degrees difference separates the mean temperatures for August and January, making the climate here one of the most uniform in the US. Summer brings thick fog banks that wrap the coast in gray shrouds. The fog usually burns off by midday, but temperatures are often cool. Bring a sweater for those days.


  Inland temperatures on the mountains and valleys above the coast can be hot with daily highs reaching into the upper 90s. Thunderstorms are infrequent, although light showers may accompany the fog. The drive north of Santa Cruz and Monterey Bay is cooler and damper than the southern section.


  September and October are among the best months for traveling the Carmel to San Francisco coast. Expect lots of clear days with sunshine and warm temperatures; average daily highs are in the low 70s—just about perfect. Big winter storms pummel the coast from December through February, dropping heavy rains from sodden skies. About 18 inches of rain falls during those 3 months, so don’t forget a raincoat. Springtime is lovely here, although March is rainy. April and May are often clear and breezy with scattered showers.


  Carmel-by-the-Sea and neighboring Monterey bask in a Mediterranean climate with damp winters and warm, dry summers. The temperatures here are remarkably even with the average winter high at 60°F and the average summer high at 72°F. Rainfall averages 19.5 inches annually, with most of that coming between November and April. January is rainiest with 4.2 inches while July is driest with a scant 0.09 inches of precipitation. It virtually never snows here, and only 2 days each year dip below a freezing 32°F.


  Carmel-by-the-Sea


  


  Carmel-by-the-Sea, usually just called Carmel, lies on the southern side of the Monterey Peninsula. This resort town, with a population of 3,320 in 2020, is one of the most famous and picturesque towns on the California coast, with both a rich history and a beautiful seaside setting. Carmel is both quaint and ritzy, with fancy shops, expensive homes, over 100 art galleries (highest per capita in the US), manicured lawns and parks, and stunning scenery.


  Although first home to Native American tribes, including the Ohlone, the Carmel region was later discovered and settled by the Spanish. Explorer Juan Rodriquez Cabrillo sailed past in 1542 but didn’t stop. Sixty years later, Sebastian Vizcaino, a Spanish explorer and Carmelite friar, named the area in 1602 for Our Lady of Mount Carmel, patron saint of the Carmelites. The area, however, was not settled for another 168 years when Franciscan monks Junípero Serra and Juan Crespí established a mission in nearby Monterey in 1770. That thriving port was the capital of Alta California until 1849 when the Americans took it over.


  Carmel itself started out in 1888 as a resort town, ironic since it is often foggy here in summer. Developers wanted to build a Catholic retreat here and began selling lots. In 1902 the town post office opened, and in 1910 the Coastal Laboratory was established. Carmel-by-the-Sea incorporated in 1916.


  With its beauty and quiet, Carmel quickly became a place for the well-heeled and the artistic crowd, who established an arts colony here after the 1906 San Francisco earthquake decimated that city. Artists bought lots for a $10 down payment. Some of those who took up residence included writers and novelists Jack London, Mary Austin, Ambrose Bierce, Upton Sinclair, and Sinclair Lewis. Photographer Arnold Genthe, who made many historic images after the ’06 earthquake and was a color photography pioneer, also settled here.


  In 1914 the great poet Robinson Jeffers moved to what he called his “inevitable place” at the dramatic interface of sea, shore, and sky. Here he built his famous Tor House and the nearby Hawk Tower out of local granite blocks on a rocky promontory overlooking the Pacific Ocean.


  The great photographer Edward Weston moved to Carmel in 1929 and began a long love with Point Lobos. Weston’s friend Ansel Adams moved here in 1962, living in his Carmel Highlands home until his death in 1984.


  Carmel is still a colony for artists. The iconic Carmel Bach Festival (bachfestival.org), starting in 1935, offers a couple of weeks that celebrate the music of Johann Sebastian Bach, attracting both music lovers and international musicians. The Carmel Symphony Orchestra (carmelsymphony.org) also offers an annual concert series, performing at The Palladium at The Center for the Performing Arts. Besides visual artists and writers, other Carmel residents include actors like Clint Eastwood, who also served as the town mayor back in the 1980s.


  

  Navigating Around Carmel


  


  When navigating around Carmel, pay attention and plan to get lost sometimes since there are no street addresses. The town does not have home mail delivery so there are no house numbers. Addresses are given by street names and the nearest intersections, which makes night navigation a complete nightmare!


  


  Finding the town: Carmel-by-the-Sea is on the south side of the Monterey Peninsula and west of CA 1, the Coast Highway, and about 50 miles south of Santa Cruz. The town lies 325 miles north of Los Angeles and 120 miles south of San Francisco. Nearby towns are Pacific Grove and Monterey, 5 miles to the north. The best streets to access the town center from CA 1 are Ocean Avenue on the north and Rio Road on the south.


  Carmel Chamber of Commerce Visitor Center (Ocean Ave. between Junipero and Mission, PO Box 4444, Carmel, CA 93921; 800-550-4333; carmelcalifornia.com).


  Dog City USA


  Carmel is considered one of the most dog-friendly towns in the US. Dogs are allowed almost everywhere. Clip a leash on Fido and stroll along Ocean Avenue, where you’ll run into lots of other dogs and their owners. You can tie him up outside while you have lunch or you can find a cafe where your dog can sit beside you on the outdoor patio. Shopkeepers welcome you and your canine into the store, and some provide water bowls out front. There are also doggie-destination hotels where your pet is welcome. Then, of course, there is the Carmel City Beach where he can roam free, run wild, and sniff to his heart’s content—as long as he’s under voice command. Don’t leave your pup locked in your car on hot days. The Carmel police are strict about canine abuse; they will bust him out, and you will get ticketed.


  Carmel-by-the-Sea Attractions


  It’s great fun to stop at Carmel-by-the-Sea and browse the shops and fill your stomach, but that quickly gets old when you realize that some of the California coast’s most stunning natural attractions and recreational opportunities are right here. Carmel City Beach forms the town’s west border, while Carmel River State Beach holds down the southwestern edge. The Carmel Mission on the south side of town is one of California’s most beautiful 17th-century missions.


  Point Lobos State Natural Reserve, just south of town off CA 1, is simply one of the prime scenic stops on the entire California shoreline. The rocky headland, jutting into the Pacific Ocean, offers a dramatic and primal meeting of earth and ocean, with waves crashing on rocks, seals and sea lions cavorting in the surf, and wind-twisted cypresses lining the cliff edge.


  North of Carmel is the gorgeous 17-Mile Drive, a meandering road that connects to Pacific Grove at the tip of Monterey Peninsula. Besides scenic views at every turn, the drive also passes by California’s most famous and most beautiful golf course—Pebble Beach Golf Links. Every February a pro and celebrity golf tournament brings fans who watch their screen and sports idols take a few swings; the course also hosts major golf events like the US Open. If the $575 tee fees for 18 holes are too pricey, there are other courses too, including Spyglass Hill, Cypress Point, Poppy Hills Golf Course, The Links at Spanish Bay, and Monterey Country Club.


  Carmel-by-the-Sea Shopping & Restaurants


  Carmel-by-the-Sea is renowned for its diverse shops, boutiques, art galleries, and fine restaurants. What would you expect for a town that is like Beverly Hills North? Park your car and stroll around the compact downtown area, do some window-shopping and stop at whatever galleries strike your fancy to view paintings, watercolors, bronzes, and photographs. Galleries range in taste and price from rustic California to haute Europe with something for every “palette.”


  Ditto for dining. Carmel offers culinary delights for every pocketbook and palate, including French, Italian, California, seafood, and Asian cuisines. Suggestions are Katy’s Place for breakfast (Mission St., Carmel, CA 93921; 831-624-0199; katysplacecarmel.com); La Bicyclette for wood-fired pizza (Dolores and 7th, Carmel, CA 93923; 831-622-9899; labicycletterestaurant.com); Bruno’s Market (6th and Junipero Ave., Carmel, CA 93921; 831-624-3821; brunosmarket.com) for take-out beach picnic fare; and Lucia Restaurant at Bernardus Lodge and Spa for California-style meals (415 W. Carmel Valley Rd., Carmel Valley, CA 93924; 831-658-3400; https://www.bernarduslodge.com/).


  Carmel Mission


  


  The Carmel Mission, properly called Mission San Carlos Borroméo del Río Carmelo, is a classic California Catholic mission that was established in 1770 by Father Junípero Serra (1713‒1784) in Monterey before being moved to Carmel in 1771 to avoid the corrupting influence of the army garrison. The Basilica Mission, listed as a National Historic Landmark, is a must-see stop for anyone interested in California history and the missions. The mission with its 5-foot-thick walls and collection of Spanish Colonial church art is one of the most beautiful of the California missions.


  Besides being an active church, the Carmel Mission also tells the story of California’s Spanish heritage through five museums—the Basilica Church; the Harry Downie Museum, which tells of Downie’s restoration efforts; the Munras Family Heritage Museum with keepsakes of a prominent area family; the Jo Mora Chapel Gallery and its Serra Memorial Cenotaph; and the Convento Museum, with the room where Padre Serra lived until his death in 1784. Serra was interred in a nearby chapel.


  The mission is a place to wander around quiet hallways, peeking into spartan monk cells, looking at one of California’s first libraries with its leather-bound books, remembering Serra and his contributions at his tomb, and wandering about the exquisite and colorful gardens on winding paths past fountains. Come on a weekday for peace and solitude. An entrance fee is charged.


  Finding the mission: To find the mission from CA 1/Cabrillo Highway, turn west on Rio Road and follow it for about a half-mile to the mission on the left. A large parking lot on Rio Road is conveniently in front of the mission (GPS: 36.542976 N / -121.919164 W). 3080 Rio Rd., Carmel, CA 93923; (831) 624-1271; carmelmission.org.
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  The Carmel Mission, established in 1770, tells the story of California’s early history in five separate museums.


  Tor House


  


  Robinson Jeffers (1887–1962), one of the best American poets in the first half of the 20th century, was greatly influenced by the rugged California coast in Carmel where he lived and penned verse for 40 years after moving there in 1914. The lonely sea and the sky became his poetic inspiration, and to find that, Jeffers had the Tor House, a small stone house, built on a rocky bluff a stone’s throw away from the coast in south Carmel in 1919. Jeffers learned stonework from the mason and then constructed a stone tower, modeled after ancient Irish towers, over 4 years, starting in 1920, as a refuge for his wife, Una. He named it Hawk Tower for a bird that regularly visited while he laid the stones, but disappeared upon its completion. Jeffers wrote poetry in the morning during those years and worked on the tower in the afternoon.


  Now you can make a pilgrimage to the master poet’s home and see firsthand the earth elements that influenced his physical verse. Tor House, owned by the Robinson Jeffers Tor House Foundation, preserves it much as it was during his lifetime. You will have to call or e-mail ahead for a reservation to see the house and tower; tours are limited to six people but are conducted hourly 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. every Fri and Sat. A fee is charged. No children under age 12 allowed.


  Finding the house: Tor House is accessed from CA 1/Cabrillo Highway via Rio Road to Santa Lucia Avenue to Scenic Road. Turn left on Stewart Way and drive 1 block to Ocean View Avenue. Turn left to the house. 26304 Ocean View Ave., Carmel-by-the-Sea CA 93923; (831) 624-1813; torhouse.org.


  Carmel River State Beach


  


  The 297-acre Carmel River State Beach includes a mile-long beach (the southern section is Monastery Beach) and a bird-sanctuary lagoon formed by the Carmel River, which empties into the ocean here. The beach is popular for sea kayaking and scuba diving, but swimming is not recommended because of dangerous currents. The area is especially popular with birders in fall and winter. Spanish explorer Sebastian Vizcaino landed here in 1602.


  Finding the beach: On the south side of Carmel, turn west from CA 1 on Rio Road; follow Rio to Santa Lucia Avenue and turn left. Follow Santa Lucia to Carmelo Street, turn left and follow to a parking area next to the beach (GPS: 36.5389 W / -121.927793 W). (831) 649-2836; parks.ca.gov/?page_id=567.


  Carmel City Beach


  


  Carmel City Beach stretches along the coastline a half-mile west of downtown Carmel at the end of Ocean Avenue. It’s a gorgeous beach of fine white sand edged by cypress trees. It’s beautiful and popular so avoid weekends when the parking lot on Ocean Avenue fills up. The area offers great walking on the beach and on a 0.75-mile trail along the bluff between 8th Avenue and Martin Way. Swimming is discouraged because of strong undertows. Just north of the beach is the famed Pebble Beach golf course.


  Finding the beach: From CA 1/Cabrillo Highway in Carmel, go west on Ocean Avenue to a parking lot at its end (GPS: 36.555088 N / -121.929247 W). Other parking is along Scenic Road south of the main lot. (831) 620-2000.


  Pebble Beach Beaches


  


  The beach scene at Pebble Beach is limited and restricted. Stillwater Cove, just north of Carmel City Beach, lies alongside Pebble Beach Golf Links and is accessed by the private Beach and Tennis Club. It’s a great place for sea kayaking and diving, which is limited to 10 people per day. Call (831) 625-8507 for reservations.


  Spanish Bay on the far northern edge of Pebble Beach next to Pacific Grove offers a big half-mile sweep of sand that is great for surfing on the big waves rolling in from the northwest. Best waves are September to March. Also check out the
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  Carmel River State Beach is a perfect spot for sand lounging, sea kayaking, and bird watching on summer afternoons.


  cairns or stacks of rocks along the beach that are erected as impromptu sculptures. The beach is shared with Asilomar to the north, where dogs must be leashed. Here they can romp wild.


  Finding the beach: Access from Spanish Bay Road on the coast. There is a small parking lot on the south, roadside parking along the road, and a large parking lot on the north (GPS: 36.609648 N / -121.948111 W).


  Carmel Valley Wineries


  


  The broad Carmel Valley, lying east of the village of Carmel, slices through the coastal Santa Lucia Range. The picturesque valley boasts several excellent wineries, making it ideal for a romantic day of wine-tasting and vineyard tours. The valley’s orientation makes it somewhat immune from the cool and foggy days common along the coast in summer, allowing grapes to mature under the hot afternoon summer in well-drained, gravelly soils. The valley is well-known for its superb cabernet sauvignon and merlot varietals, which make up 70 percent of the local wine.


  For a wine-tasting tour, start with the cabernets at Galante Vineyards tasting room on Dolores Street in Carmel itself, then drive east from Carmel-by-the-Sea on CA 1 and Carmel Valley Road for 11.5 miles to Carmel Valley Village. Along the way are several wineries, including, at 6 miles, Folktale Winery & Vineyards in a French-style chateau on the south side of the road; this is the only winery and tasting room in the valley itself.


  In Carmel Valley Village are several tasting rooms, including Bernardus Winery, Boekenoogen Wines, Chateau Sinnet Winery, Massa Estate Organic Vineyards, Georis Winery, Joullian Vinyards, Parsonage, and Talbott Vineyards. Georis Winery, farther up the valley, makes small amounts of excellent merlot. Bernardus offers great estate wines; Massa Estate has a nice tasting room for its 100 percent certified organic wines; Joullian is known for its unique chardonnays; and Talbott specializes in chardonnay and pinot noir varietals.


  17-Mile Drive


  


  The famed 17-Mile Drive is exactly that—a 17-mile-long scenic route hugging the west coast of the Monterey Peninsula between Carmel and Pacific Grove. The twisting road passes crescent-shaped sand beaches, rocky headlands pounded by Pacific surf, twisted Monterey cypress trees, as well as lavish mansions and some of America’s most renowned and exclusive golf clubs. A toll is charged per car to drive the road, most of which is owned by the Pebble Beach Corporation, so some folks prefer not to take this route and help the rich get richer while others revel in the drive’s stunning scenic beauty.


  Finding the drive: It’s easy to start the scenic drive from either Carmel or Pacific Grove; just follow signs to it. From CA 1, it’s easy to get on it. Take the exit just north of Carmel for CA 68 and at the north side of the overpass, follow signs to the drive. The drive route is marked with a dashed red line down the center of the road to keep you on course as it zigzags through neighborhoods.


  The drive runs north from Carmel past the famed Pebble Beach Golf Links and Stillwater Cove. It continues twisting along the ragged coastline. Stop at numerous pullouts to walk down to pocket beaches or along cliffed headlands to viewpoints, which are perfect for watching the sunset.


  One of the most famous scenic attractions is the famed Lone Cypress tree, a solitary Monterey cypress perched atop a rocky outcrop that is an iconic living symbol of the California coast. There are a roadside parking lot (GPS: 36.569555 N / -121.965615 W) and a short trail to a viewing area. Another good stop for seeing the sun dip into the golden ocean is Sunset Point. Take a short spur road left to a spacious parking lot (GPS: 36.577164 N / -121.974785 W) and an overlook. Farther north is Cypress Point Lookout (parking lot GPS: 36.583215 N / -121.971797 W) with a small pocket beach and a wonderful view of the rocky coast.


  Farther along check out Bird Rock and you will not only see pelicans, gulls, and cormorants perched on the white-stained islet but also lounging sea lions, harbor seals, and sometimes sea otters frolicking in the surf. Keep an eye offshore from November to January for gray whales during their 10,000-mile-long migration along the coast from Alaska to Mexico, the longest migration of any mammal. Turn left off the drive to a short loop road to a large parking area (GPS: 36.59141 N / -121.964345 W) and overlooks.


  The drive bends inland just before Pacific Grove at Spanish Bay, which makes a good stop to stroll along its half-mile-long broad sand beach or have a picnic. The drive ends at Sunset Road (CA 68) in Pacific Grove. Go right to get back to CA 1.


  The 17-Mile Drive toll road has a fee charged at five entry gates. Allow 3 hours to drive the route, with stops along the way. Spring and fall offer the best weather with clear skies. Summer days can be foggy; come in afternoon for the best views. Weekdays are less crowded than weekends; although you will want to avoid it if there is a major golf tournament. If you spend more than $35 at a Pebble Beach Company restaurant on the road, they will deduct the entrance fee from your bill. Bring a camera, binoculars, and warm clothes, even in summer.


  

  The Lone Cypress


  


  The Lone Cypress, perched on a rocky headland on the west coast of Monterey Peninsula, is a California landmark that’s as famous as the Golden Gate Bridge and the Hollywood sign. The tree, estimated at 250 years old, has been depicted by painters; photographers including Edward Weston, Ansel Adams, and David Muench: and countless tourist snapshots. If you want an oil painting of it, venture down to a Carmel gallery and you’ll find any number for sale.
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  The iconic Lone Cypress has stood through storm and surf for over 250 years.


  The tree was first noted on January 19, 1889, by R. Fitch, who wrote: “Rounding a short curve on the beach, we approach Cypress Point, the boldest headland on the peninsula of Monterey. Down almost to the water grows the cypress, and on the extreme point a solitary tree has sunk its roots in the crevices of the wave-washed rock, and defies the battle of the elements that rage about it during the storms of winter.”


  The elegant 25-foot-high tree still defies the elements, although now the base of the two-trunked tree has been reinforced to keep it from eroding away. It also appears to have defied the wishes of the Pebble Beach Com pany, which has used the tree as its logo since 1919, to curtail the use of the Lone Cypress’s image by commercial photographers. The company claimed in 1990 that use of photographs of the tree would cause confusion with the general public over the Pebble Beach logo if an image of it was used on something not associated with the company and that their trademark not only protected their logo but the tree itself.


  Outrage, of course, ensued over Cypressgate and numerous trademark attorneys weighed in on the debate, with most of them agreeing that photo graphing and using images of the tree by either tourists or photographers for publication and exhibition would not cause confusion over Pebble Beach’s logo or sponsorship.


  


  Pacific Grove


  


  Pacific Grove spreads across the northern tip of the Monterey Peninsula between the towns of Monterey and Pebble Beach. The town is 40 miles south of Santa Cruz and 100 miles south of San Francisco.


  Pacific Grove is a quiet residential community, population 15,265 (2020), that boasts more Victorian houses per capita than anywhere else in the US. The town, covering only 1,700 acres, was founded as a Methodist retreat in 1875 and modeled after Ocean Grove, New Jersey. In summer, a tent city filled with prim Methodists filled the town. This puritan background kept Pacific Grove dry and liquorless until 1969. Later, like neighboring Carmel and Monterey, it became an artist’s colony.


  One of its illustrious residents for a few years was writer John Steinbeck, who featured the town in his book Sweet Thursday. Other deceased notable residents included former San Francisco 49ers coach Bill Walsh and musician Frank Zappa. Singer and songwriter John Denver died in a plane crash off the Pacific Grove coast in 1997.


  Pacific Grove Attractions


  Pacific Grove is a fine place for walking, especially after visiting busy Monterey. Drive into town from Monterey on Lighthouse Avenue, which runs out to Point Pinos, and then take a stroll down the avenue, poking into boutiques and bookstores or finding a quiet place for lunch.


  Alternatively, follow Ocean View Boulevard from Cannery Row along the northwest coast of the peninsula. You can stop at Lovers Point Park with its two protected pocket beaches, hike along the spectacular coast trail, or stop at numerous pullouts to watch the relentless surf from rocky outcrops, explore tide pools at low tide, or simply enjoy the smell of fresh ocean air.


  The Point Pinos Lighthouse sits at the end of the peninsula just past where Ocean View Boulevard turns into Sunset Drive. Asilomar State Beach, on the west side of the peninsula, is also worth visiting with its long strand of white sand. Other points of interest include the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History and a Monarch Butterfly Sanctuary where thousands of monarch butterflies gather during the winter.


  Point Pinos Lighthouse


  


  The Point Pinos Lighthouse, built in 1855, is the oldest continuously operating lighthouse on the West Coast of the US. The bright beacon, with its original lens built in France in 1853, guides sailors and ships away from the treacherous waters off Monterey Point, the scene of many shipwrecks. It originally burned sperm whale oil, but now runs on electricity.


  The modest white lighthouse, with a brick tower in a stone house, is totally automated now but offers a couple of rooms, including a Victorian parlor, with historic exhibits that are restored to their 19th-century heyday when lighthouse keepers entertained visitors. The most famous one was Mrs. Emily Fisk, dubbed the “Socialite Keeper” for her lively parties, who served from 1893 to 1914.


  The lighthouse, listed on the National Register of Historic Places, is open for self-guided tours for 5 days a week (closed Tues and Wed) with a small donation.


  Finding the lighthouse: The easiest route from CA 1 is to take exit 399 onto CA 68. Follow the road, which has several names but eventually becomes Forest Avenue and then Sunset Drive in Pacific Grove. Follow Sunset all the way to the end of the peninsula and ocean overlooks (great for sunset watching); continue 0.3 mile to Asilomar Avenue. Turn right and drive almost 0.5 mile to the lighthouse parking area (GPS: 36.633215 N / -121.932797 W) on the right. 90 Asilomar Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950; pointpinoslighthouse.org.


  Monarch Butterfly Sanctuary


  


  Pacific Grove, nicknamed “Butterfly Town USA,” hosts as many as 25,000 monarch butterflies between mid-October and mid-March every year. The black and orange monarchs migrate here from the north to spend the winter at an insect sanctuary in George Washington Park on Melrose Street and at a nearby smaller grove on Lighthouse Avenue. This area is part of the traditional monarch wintering habitat, but the growing urbanization of the coast here, including loss of trees and foot traffic damaging tree roots, has caused the habitat to decline. The Australian eucalyptus trees, however, provide good habitat in the park that both shelters clusters of butterflies as well as provides nectar in winter.


  The butterflies are often huddled in large masses on the trees until the temperature warms and then they fly about the grove. Be aware that the number of butterflies varies from year to year, with some years more barren than others. Bring binoculars since you are not usually close to the monarchs. Docents are at the sanctuary noon to 3 p.m. on weekdays and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekends. Allow about an hour to visit this free magical wonder.


  Finding the sanctuary: Follow signs from Lighthouse Avenue to the parking area and information sign off Ridge Road in a residential area. 250 Ridge Road, Pacific Grove, CA, 93950; (831) 648-5716.


  Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History


  


  This small museum makes a good stop coupled with the Monarch Butterfly Sanctuary. It has a bunch of permanent exhibits detailing the area’s natural history, geology, and Native Americans. The exhibits about the monarch butterfly are, of course, interesting in winter. Allow an hour or so to roam around the free museum, which is close to downtown, on Forest Avenue off Lighthouse. Look for the life-size sculpture of an adult female gray whale out front. Kids are usually climbing on it. Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tues to Sun.


  Finding the museum: The museum is in downtown Pacific Grove on Forest Avenue between Lighthouse Avenue and Central Avenue. Lots of free parking on Forest and Central Avenues. 165 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950; (831) 648-5716; pgmuseum.org.


  Asilomar State Beach


  


  Asilomar State Beach, on the west side of Pacific Grove, is a 36-acre beach with tide pools, rocky areas, sand beach, and dunes. The area is unsafe for swimming with riptide currents. Nearby is a conference center, designated a National Historic Landmark in 1987, in a pine and oak woodland and stabilized dunes. Asilomar means “refuge by the sea,” a name given when the site became conference grounds for the Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) in 1897. The park also offers a dune boardwalk and a 1-mile coastal trail through sand dunes and over headlands.


  Finding the beach: The park and beach are by Sunset Drive and Asilomar Avenue. From CA 1, take exit 399 and go west on CA 68. Go left on Sunset Drive and follow to Asilomar Avenue and then go right to the park’s main entrance (GPS: 36.619255 N / -121.935832 W). (831) 646-6440.


  Lovers Point Park & Beach


  


  Lovers Point Park and Beach is a bluff-top area on a rocky hook that juts into Monterey Bay on the east side of Pacific Grove next to Monterey. Lovers Point, a well-manicured 4.4-acre park, offers spectacular views of the bay and is one of the rare places on the Pacific coast where you can watch the sun rise over the ocean. The area offers three small protected beaches and is sometimes crowded. The area is popular for photography, swimming (lots of kelp), surfing, scuba diving in the kelp forest, and picnicking (watch for cheeky seagulls). No dogs on beach.


  Finding the beach: The park and beach are on the east side of Pacific Grove and the peninsula. Follow Ocean View Boulevard, which follows the coast, to a parking area (GPS: 36.626451 N / -121.916764 W) and roadside parking next to the park.


  Monterey


  


  Monterey, with a population of 28,194 (2020 census), is considered the birthplace of California. Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, a Portuguese sailor exploring for Spain, discovered Monterey Bay in 1542. CA 1 is called the Cabrillo Highway in honor of California’s first European explorer. In 1602 Sebastian Vizcaino celebrated mass under Monterey’s own “Plymouth Rock,” an old spreading oak tree.


  Almost 2 centuries later, explorer Gaspar de Portolà and Father Junípero Serra established a presidio and mission—Mission San Carlos Borroméo del Río Carmelo—on the fertile south shore of crescent-shaped Monterey Bay; and the town, called Monterey, grew into a lively port and the provincial capital of Alta California from 1777 to 1849 under the flags of Spain and Mexico. On July 7, 1849, after the Battle of Monterey during the Mexican-American War, Monterey fell to the Americans when Commodore John D. Sloat raised the Stars and Stripes over the Monterey Custom House and declared California to be American territory.


  Monterey later became a major fishing port and fish cannery, immortalized in John Steinbeck’s classic 1945 novel Cannery Row as “a poem, a stink, a grating noise, a quality of light, a tune, a habit, a nostalgia, a dream.” Today, the Sardine Capital of the World attracts tourists who stroll along its charming streets and piers, and visit its historic attractions.


  Finding the town: Monterey is on the Monterey Peninsula on CA 1 (Cabrillo Highway) 43 miles south of Santa Cruz; 95 miles south of Half Moon Bay; 32 miles north of Big Sur; and 99 miles north of San Simeon. Nearby towns include Carmel-by-the-Sea and Pacific Grove.


  Monterey Shopping & Restaurants


  Monterey and nearby Pacific Grove offer lots of stores, shops, and galleries that are scattered throughout the downtown areas but concentrated in plazas, malls, and shopping centers, as well as in such places as Cannery Row and Fisherman’s Wharf.


  Monterey Attractions


  Monterey retains its old California historic flavor with more 18th- and 19th-century buildings than any other California town. The self-guided “Path of History” winds 2.7 miles through the downtown past whitewashed adobe buildings topped with red-tile roofs. Other popular attractions include Steinbeck’s Cannery Row, touristy Fisherman’s Wharf, Monterey State Historic Park, and the spectacular Monterey Bay Aquarium. The aquarium explores 60-mile-long Monterey Bay’s diverse habitats and its 10,000-foot-deep canyons, kelp beds, and tidal flats through numerous exhibits.


  [image: chpt_fig_006]


  A bust of writer John Steinbeck on Cannery Row commemorates California’s most beloved writer who was born and lived along Monterey Bay.


  Monterey Bay Aquarium


  


  The celebrated Monterey Bay Aquarium (MBA), on the west end of Cannery Row alongside Monterey Bay at the site of an old sardine cannery, is simply one of the California coast’s great attractions. The huge aquarium, founded in 1984, displays thousands of aquatic animals and plants and over 600 species with a mission “to inspire conservation of the oceans.” The MBA offers a glimpse into the wonders of nearby Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary and the Pacific Ocean. Indeed, the aquarium’s seashore location allows aquarium scientists to study the ocean, including offshore Monterey Canyon, the deepest and largest underwater canyon off North America’s Pacific coast.


  The 2-story aquarium offers over 100 glass tanks filled with all kinds of denizens of the deep from starfish, sea horses, and sea otters to penguins, tunas, and great white sharks. About 2,000 gallons of Monterey Bay water are pumped through the tanks every minute, making the MBA a living part of the bay’s ecosystem. The water is filtered by day to allow better viewing, but unfiltered at night to flood plankton and other micro-creatures into the tanks.


  Some of the must-see exhibits are the Kelp Forest, housed in a 3-story tank; the Open Sea Gallery, which displays great white sharks, which are
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  Salinas River National Wildlife Refuge
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  Forest of Nisene Marks State Park
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  Santa Cruz Mission State Historic Park
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  Davenport Landing Beach
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  Greyhound Rock County Park & State Marine Conservation Area
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  Appendix: For More Information


  General Information


  


  California Department of Parks & Recreation


  1416 9th St.


  Sacramento, CA 95814


  (916) 653-6995


  parks.ca.gov


  Los Angeles Tourism & Convention Board


  Visitor Information Centers


  Hollywood & Highland Center


  6801 Hollywood Blvd.


  Hollywood, CA 90028


  (323) 467-6412


  Downtown:


  685 S. Figueroa St.


  Los Angeles, CA 90017


  discoverlosangeles.com


  National Park Service


  Pacific West Region


  333 Bush St., Ste. 500


  San Francisco, CA 94104-2828


  (415) 623-2100


  nps.gov/state/ca


  San Francisco Travel


  Visitor Information Center


  749 Howard St.


  San Francisco, CA 94103


  (415) 391-2000


  sanfrancisco.travel


  Visit California


  555 Capitol Mall Suite 1100


  Sacramento, CA 95814


  (916) 444-4429


  visitcalifornia.com


  Northern Central Coast


  


  Año Nuevo State Park


  1 New Years Creek Rd.


  Pescadero, CA 94060


  (650) 879-2025


  parks.ca.gov


  Bean Hollow State Beach


  (650) 726-8819


  parks.ca.gov


  Big Basin Redwoods State Park


  21600 Big Basin Way


  Boulder Creek, CA 95006


  (831) 338-8860


  parks.ca.gov


  Butano State Park


  1500 Cloverdale Rd.


  Pescadero, CA 94060


  (650) 879-2040


  parks.ca.gov


  Carmel Visitor Center


  Ocean Ave. between Junipero and Mission


  Carmel, CA 93921


  (831) 624-2522, (800) 550-4333


  carmelcalifornia.com


  Carmel Mission


  3080 Rio Rd.


  Carmel, CA 93923


  (831) 624-1271


  carmelmission.org


  Fitzgerald Marine Reserve


  200 Nevada Ave.


  Moss Beach, CA 94038


  (650) 728-3584


  parks.smcgov.org/fitzgerald-marine-reserve


  Forest of Nisene Marks State Park


  Aptos Creek Road/Soquel Drive


  Aptos, CA 95003


  (831) 763-7063


  parks.ca.gov


  Fort Ord Dunes State Park


  Beach Range Road


  Marina, CA 93933


  (831) 649-2836


  parks.ca.gov


  Half Moon Bay State Beach


  95 Kelly Ave.


  Half Moon Bay, CA 94019


  (650) 726-8819


  parks.ca.gov


  Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park


  101 N. Big Trees Park Rd.


  Felton, CA 95018


  (831) 335-4598


  parks.ca.gov


  Manresa State Beach


  1445 San Andreas Rd.


  Watsonville, CA 95076


  (831) 724-3750


  parks.ca.gov


  Marina State Beach


  200 Reservation Rd.


  Marina, CA 93933


  (831) 649-2836


  parks.ca.gov


  Mission Santa Cruz State Historic Park


  144 School St.


  Santa Cruz, CA 95060


  (831) 425-5849


  parks.ca.gov


  Montara State Beach


  2nd Street and Cabrillo Highway


  Montara, CA 94037


  (650) 726-8819


  parks.ca.gov


  Monterey Bay Aquarium


  886 Cannery Row


  Monterey, CA 93940


  (831) 648-4800


  montereybayaquarium.org


  See Monterey


  Monterey County Convention and Visitors Bureau


  419 Webster St., Suite 100


  Monterey, CA 93940


  (888) 221-1010


  seemonterey.com


  Monterey State Historic Park


  20 Custom House Plaza


  Monterey, CA 93940


  (831) 649-2907


  parks.ca.gov


  Moss Landing State Beach


  Cabrillo Highway and Jetty Road


  Moss Landing, CA 95039


  (831) 649-2836


  parks.ca.gov


  Mystery Spot


  465 Mystery Spot Rd.


  Santa Cruz, CA 95065


  (831) 423-8897


  mysteryspot.com


  Natural Bridges State Park


  Swanton Boulevard & W Cliff Drive


  Santa Cruz, CA 95067


  (831) 423-4609


  parks.ca.gov


  New Brighton State Beach


  1500 Park Ave.


  Capitola, CA 95010


  (831) 464-6329


  parks.ca.gov


  Pacifica State Beach


  5192 Pacific Coast Hwy.


  Pacifica, CA 94044


  (650) 738-7381


  parks.ca.gov


  Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce


  584 Central Ave.


  Pacific Grove, CA 93950


  (831) 373-3304


  pacificgrove.org


  Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History


  165 Forest Ave.


  Pacific Grove, CA 93950


  (831) 648-5716


  pgmuseum.org


  Pescadero State Beach


  Half Moon Bay Road


  Half Moon Bay, CA 94019


  (650) 726-8819


  parks.ca.gov


  Point Montara Hostel & Light Station


  8800 Cabrillo Hwy.


  Montara, CA 94037


  (650) 728-7177


  hiusa.org


  Pomponio State Beach


  CA 1 South/Cabrillo Highway


  San Gregorio, CA 94074


  (650) 879-2170


  parks.ca.gov


  Salinas River National Wildlife Refuge


  1 Marshlands Rd.


  Fremont, CA 94555


  (510) 792-0222


  fws.gov/refuge


  Salinas River State Beach


  10721 Potrero Rd.


  Moss Landing, CA 95039


  (831) 649-2836


  parks.ca.gov


  San Gregorio State Beach


  20063 Cabrillo Hwy.


  Half Moon Bay, CA 94019


  (650) 726-8819


  parks.ca.gov


  Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk


  400 Beach St.


  Santa Cruz, CA 95060


  (831) 423-5590


  beachboardwalk.com


  Santa Cruz County Conference & Visitors Council


  303 Water St., Ste. 100


  Santa Cruz, CA 95060


  (800) 833-3494 or (831) 425-1234


  santacruz.org


  Santa Cruz County Department of Parks, Open Space and Cultural Services


  979 17th Ave.


  Santa Cruz CA, 95062


  (831) 454-7901


  scparks.com


  Santa Cruz Museum of Art & History


  705 Front St.


  Santa Cruz, CA 95060


  (831) 429-1964


  santacruzmah.org


  Santa Cruz Museum of Natural History


  1305 E. Cliff Dr.


  Santa Cruz, CA 95062


  (831) 420-6115


  santacruzmuseum.org


  Santa Cruz Surfing Museum


  701 W. Cliff Dr.


  Santa Cruz, CA 95060


  (831) 420-6289


  cityofsantacruz.com


  Seacliff State Beach


  State Park Drive


  Aptos, CA 95003


  (831) 685-5000


  parks.ca.gov


  Seymour Marine Discovery Center


  100 McAllister Way


  Santa Cruz, CA 95060


  (831) 459-3800


  seymourcenter.ucsc.edu


  Sunset State Beach


  Sunset Beach Rd.


  Watsonville, CA 95076


  (831) 763-7063


  parks.ca.gov


  Tor House


  26304 Ocean View Ave.


  Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA 93923


  (831) 624-1813


  torhouse.org


  Wilder Ranch State Park


  1842-1826 Coast Rd.


  Santa Cruz, CA 95060


  (831) 423-9703


  parks.ca.gov


  Zmudowski State Beach


  201-215 Giberson Rd.


  Moss Landing, CA 95039


  (831) 649-2836


  parks.ca.gov


  Big Sur Coast


  


  Andrew Molera State Park


  45000 CA 1


  Big Sur, CA 93920


  (831) 667-2315


  parks.ca.gov


  Cayucos State Beach


  99 5th St.


  Cayucos, CA 93430


  (805) 781-5930


  parks.ca.gov


  Esalen Institute


  55000 CA 1


  Big Sur, CA 93920


  (831) 667-3000


  esalen.org


  Garrapata State Park


  34500 CA 1


  Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA 93923


  (831) 624-4909


  parks.ca.gov


  Hearst San Simeon State Historical Monument


  750 Hearst Castle Rd.


  San Simeon, CA 93452


  (800) 444-4445 (reservations)


  hearstcastle.org


  Hearst San Simeon State Park


  500 San Simeon Creek Rd.


  Cambria, CA 93428


  (805) 772-6101


  parks.ca.gov


  Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park


  52801 CA 1


  Big Sur, CA 93920


  (831) 667-1112


  parks.ca.gov


  Limekiln State Park


  63025 CA 1


  Big Sur, CA 93920


  (805) 434-1996


  parks.ca.gov


  Montaña de Oro State Park


  3550 Pecho Valley Rd.


  Los Osos, CA 93402


  (805) 772-6101


  parks.ca.gov


  Morro Bay Tourism


  695 Harbor St.


  Morro Bay, CA 93442


  (805) 225-7411


  morrobay.org


  Morro Bay State Park


  Morro Bay State Park Road


  Morro Bay, CA 93442


  (805) 772-6101


  parks.ca.gov


  Morro Strand State Beach


  150 Azure St.


  Morro Bay, CA 93442


  (805) 772-2560


  parks.ca.gov


  Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park


  47555 CA 1


  Big Sur, CA 93920


  (831) 667-1112


  parks.ca.gov


  Point Sur State Historic Park


  Big Sur Station #1


  Big Sur, CA 93920


  (831) 625-4419


  parks.ca.gov


  William R. Hearst Memorial State Beach


  750 Hearst Castle Rd.


  San Simeon, CA 93452


  (805) 927-2070 or (805) 927-2035


  parks.ca.gov


  South Central Coast


  


  The Dunes Center


  1065 Guadalupe St.


  Guadalupe, CA 93434


  (805) 343-2455


  dunescenter.org


  El Capitan State Beach


  10 Refugio Beach Rd.


  Goleta CA 93117


  (805) 968-1033


  parks.ca.gov


  Gaviota State Park


  17620 Gaviota Beach Rd.


  Gaviota, CA 93117


  (805) 968-1033


  parks.ca.gov


  Jalama Beach County Park


  9999 Jalama Rd.


  Lompoc, CA 93436


  (805) 736-3504


  countyofsb.org/parks


  Pismo Beach State Park


  555 Pier Ave.


  Oceano, CA 93445


  (805) 473-7220


  parks.ca.gov


  Refugio State Beach


  10 Refugio Beach Rd.


  Goleta, CA 93117


  (805) 968-1033


  parks.ca.gov


  Santa Barbara County Parks


  123 E. Ananamu St.


  Santa Barbara, CA 93101


  (805) 568-2460


  countyofsb.org/parks


  Santa Barbara Parks & Recreation Department


  620 Laguna St.


  Santa Barbara, CA 93101


  (805) 564-5418


  santabarbaraca.gov


  Santa Barbara Visitor Centers


  120 State St.


  Santa Barbara, CA 93101


  (805) 869-2632


  Or


  1 Garden St.


  Santa Barbara, CA 93101


  (805) 965-3021 or (805) 568-1811


  Visit Santa Barbara


  500 E. Montecito St.


  Santa Barbara, CA 93103


  (805) 966-9222


  santabarbaraca.com


  Marin-Sonoma-Mendocino Coast Scenic Drive


  


  Audubon Canyon Ranch


  4900 CA 1


  Stinson Beach, CA 94970


  (415) 868-9244


  egret.org


  Bay Area Ridge Trail Council


  (415) 561-2595


  Caspar Headlands State Beach


  County Road 409


  Caspar, CA 95420


  (707) 937-5804


  parks.ca.gov


  Fort Ross State Historic Park


  25050 CA 1


  Jenner, CA 95450


  (707) 847-3286


  parks.ca.gov


  Golden Gate National Recreation Area


  Bldg. 201, Fort Mason


  San Francisco, CA 94123-0022


  (415) 561-4700


  nps.gov/goga


  Greenwood State Beach


  6150 CA 1


  Elk, CA 95432


  (707) 937-5804


  parks.ca.gov


  Gualala Point Regional Park


  42401 CA 1


  Gualala, CA 95445


  (707) 785-2377


  parks.sonomacounty.ca.gov


  Jenner Visitor Center


  10451 CA-1


  Jenner, CA 95450


  (707) 865-9757


  sonomacounty.com


  Jug Handle State Natural Reserve


  (707) 937-5804


  parks.ca.gov


  King Range National Conservation Area


  (707) 986-5400


  blm.gov/programs


  Kruse Rhododendron State Reserve


  Cazadero, CA 95421


  (707) 847-3221


  parks.ca.gov


  MacKerricher State Park


  24100 MacKerricher Park Rd.


  Fort Bragg, CA 95437


  (707) 937-5804


  parks.ca.gov


  Manchester State Park


  (707) 882-2463


  Marin County Parks


  3501 Civic Center Dr., Suite 260


  San Rafael, CA 94903


  (415) 473-6387


  parks.marincounty.org


  Marin Headlands Visitor Center (GGNRA)


  Fort Barry, Bldg. 948


  Sausalito, CA 94965


  (415) 331-1540


  nps.gov/goga


  Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens


  18220 CA 1


  Fort Bragg, CA 95437


  (707) 964-4352


  gardenbythesea.org


  Mendocino Coast Chamber of Commerce & Visitor Center


  217 S. Main St.


  Fort Bragg, CA 95437


  (707) 961-6300


  visitfortbraggca.com


  Mendocino Headlands State Park


  PO Box 440


  Mendocino, CA 95460


  (707) 937-5804


  parks.ca.gov


  Mount Tamalpais State Park


  801 Panoramic Hwy.


  Mill Valley, CA 94941


  (415) 388-2070


  parks.ca.gov


  Muir Woods National Monument


  Mill Valley, CA 94941


  (415) 561-2850


  nps.gov/muwo


  Navarro River Redwoods State Park


  CA 128


  Albion, CA 95410


  (707) 937-5804


  parks.ca.gov


  Point Arena Lighthouse Keepers


  45500 Lighthouse Rd.


  Point Arena, CA 95468


  (877) 725-4448 or (707) 882-2809


  pointarenalighthouse.com


  Point Cabrillo Light Station State Historic Park


  13800 Point Cabrillo Dr.


  Mendocino, CA 95460


  (707) 937-6123


  parks.ca.gov


  Point Reyes National Seashore


  1 Bear Valley Rd.


  Point Reyes Station, CA 94956


  (415) 464-5100


  nps.gov/pore


  Redwood Coast Chamber of Commerce


  39150 S. CA 1


  Gualala CA 95445


  (707) 884-1080


  Russian Gulch State Park


  PO Box 440


  Mendocino, CA 95460


  (707) 937-5804


  parks.ca.gov


  Salt Point State Park


  25050 CA 1


  Jenner, CA 95450


  (707) 847-3221


  parks.ca.gov


  Samuel P. Taylor State Park


  8889 Sir Francis Drake Blvd.


  Lagunitas, CA 94938


  (415) 488-9897


  parks.ca.gov


  Schooner Gulch State Beach


  (707) 937-5804


  parks.ca.gov


  Sinkyone Wilderness State Park


  (707) 247-3318


  parks.ca.gov


  Slide Ranch


  2025 Shoreline Hwy.


  (415) 381-6155


  slideranch.org


  Sonoma Coast State Park


  3095 CA 1


  Bodega Bay, CA 94923


  (707) 875-3483


  parks.ca.gov


  Sonoma Coast Visitor Center


  850 CA 1


  Bodega Bay, CA 94923


  (707) 377-4459


  sonomacounty.com


  Van Damme State Park


  8001 CA 1


  Little River, CA 95456


  (707) 937-5804


  parks.ca.gov


  West Marin County Chamber of Commerce


  PO Box 1045


  Point Reyes Station, CA 94956


  (415) 663-9232


  pointreyes.org


  Westport-Union Landing State Beach


  (707) 937-5804


  parks.ca.gov


  Redwood Coast


  


  Battery Point Lighthouse


  577 H St.


  Crescent City, CA 95531


  (707) 464-3089 or (707) 464-3922


  lighthousefriends.com


  California Coastal National Monument


  Bureau of Land Management


  940 2nd Ave.


  Marina, CA 93933


  (831) 582-2200


  blm.gov


  Crescent City and Del Norte County Chamber of Commerce Visitor Center


  1001 Front St.


  Crescent City, CA 95531


  (707) 464-3174


  visitdelnortecounty.com


  Del Norte Coast Redwoods State Park (Crescent City Information Center)


  1111 2nd St.


  Crescent City, CA 95531


  (707) 464-6101


  parks.ca.gov


  Del Norte County Historical Society Main Museum


  577 H St.


  Crescent City, CA 95531


  (707) 464-3922


  delnortehistory.org


  Del Norte County Parks Department


  840 9th St.


  Crescent City, CA 95531


  (707) 464-7230


  co.del-norte.ca.us


  Explore Trinidad


  PO Box 356


  Trinidad, CA 95570


  (707) 677-8645


  exploretrinidadca.com


  Fort Humboldt State Historic Park


  3431 Fort Ave.


  Eureka, CA 95503


  (707) 445-6547


  parks.ca.gov


  Humboldt Lagoons State Park


  15336 CA 101


  Trinidad, CA 95570


  (707) 677-3570


  parks.ca.gov


  Humboldt Redwoods State Park


  17119 Ave. of the Giants


  Weott CA 95571


  (707) 946-2409


  parks.ca.gov


  Jedediah Smith Redwoods State Park (Crescent City Information Center)


  1111 2nd St.


  Crescent City, CA 95531


  (707) 464-6101


  parks.ca.gov


  Klamath Chamber of Commerce


  16030 US 101


  Klamath, CA 95548


  (800) 200-2335


  Ocean World


  304 US 101 South


  Crescent City, CA 95531


  (707) 464-4900


  oceanworldonline.com


  Patrick’s Point State Park


  4150 Patrick’s Point Dr.


  Trinidad, CA 95570


  (707) 677-3570


  parks.ca.gov


  Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park


  127011 Newton B. Drury Pkwy.


  Orick, CA 95555


  (707) 488-2039


  parks.ca.gov


  Prairie Creek Visitor Center


  Redwood National Park


  127011 Newton B. Drury Pkwy.


  Orick, CA 95555


  (707) 464-6101


  Redwood Coast Chamber of Commerce


  39150 S. CA 1


  Gualala CA 95445


  (707) 884-1080


  Redwood National Park


  1111 2nd St.


  Crescent City, CA 95531


  (707) 464-6101


  nps.gov/redw


  Six Rivers National Forest


  1330 Bayshore Way


  Eureka, CA 95501


  (707) 442-1721


  fs.usda.gov


  Tolowa Dunes State Park


  1111 2nd St.


  Crescent City, CA 95531


  (707) 464-6101


  parks.ca.gov


  Trinidad State Beach


  (707) 677-3570


  parks.ca.gov
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