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AN INTRODUCTION TO BIG-BOY DECISIONS

			“When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things.”

			—One Corinthians 13:11

			To be an adult—to be a man—is to do a lot of things you don’t naturally want to do: pay bills, answer to someone when it isn’t convenient, take responsibility for others, and hold a job to provide for yourself and perhaps a family, even if it’s not work you especially enjoy.

			But as fate would have it, in 2020, growing up means doing one other thing a fully formed adult might not want to do. And that is—voting for Donald Trump.

			Yes. That means four more years of a frustrating, perpetual-ly insecure, oftentimes self-destructive Twitter addict.

			In the end, it will have to be done. And if Trump wins, it will have been worth any heartburn it might cause.

			As irritating as he can be, the president is the only thing standing between you and the vicious mob that has latched its jaws with a vise grip onto every issue that will define the election: race, gender, and sexual identity.

			The alternative is to be engulfed by “check your white privilege,” “believe all women,” “black lives matter,” and every other miserable concept dreamed up by the social justice monsters to turn the country into a (as famously articulated by the president) shit hole. Each day under newly elected President Joe Biden, otherwise, will begin with the question What do normal middle-class people owe to the perpetual victim crowd now? (The answer will always be more money, more power, more deference.)

			It’s true that Trump’s first term has not been flawless. The southern border wall hasn’t come quickly enough. He didn’t prove particularly deft at negotiating his agenda items on Capitol Hill. And he picked too many small, needless fights that put his supporters in the uncomfortable position of defending him in ways they shouldn’t have had to.

			But Trump is still one thing: he’s a blunt instrument in the waging culture war, and that war has never been more perilous.

			Normal Americans who simply want to be left alone, shop at outlet malls, eat at Outback, and maybe relax on a gas-powered boat have their backs against a wall in this fight. That has long been the case. But Trump is the first president to ever say to them, “Go live your life and don’t worry—I’ll keep them away from you.”

			He is both a club and a shield in a fight in which you’re otherwise left defenseless.

			Trump may not be the best-looking bodyguard. He may not be the exact kind of fence you’d like to have built around your home. But he is the hand that we were dealt, and for those wanting to continue their current way of life, the nice one they worked to build, or perhaps they’ve known since childhood, there is no other option.

			Normal Americans don’t like seeing their cities burned to the ground by Antifa militants. They don’t like seeing reputations shattered to pieces before those accused even had a chance to publicly defend themselves. They don’t like being nationally shamed and outcast for voicing a legitimate view that nonetheless upset the wrong crowd.

			All of that of course has happened to a degree under Trump’s first term, but it was sparked in the Obama years and only under the current president have we seen any sign that we don’t have to live this way. (See the confirmation of Brett Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court, the longevity of Tucker Carlson’s career at Fox News, and the dedication of the Wall Street Journal’s opinion page to, despite protests from some of the paper’s staff, remain committed to publishing ideas that run counter to the rest of the national media, just to name a few examples.)

			The culture wars will only intensify with the outcome of the election, but the winning side will determine a great deal of its direction. Will we head toward more privilege checking, or will we insist that whining, grievance-mongering, and race-baiting do not entitle anyone to the things they want?

			If in the end there is one good thing to come from the Trump presidency, it won’t be, as some conservatives like to say, the judges! No, that was almost single-handedly Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell’s doing. Trump, however, served as a colossal middle finger to the “woke”; to the “cancel culture”; to the “PC police”; to the culture fascists in the media, Hollywood, and academia who come at any original or outside thought with a rag and chloroform.

			Trump showed that it’s possible to say what you think, regardless of whether it’s popular with the right set. He showed that you don’t have to shrink in humiliation simply because the social justice mob says it’s forbidden. Trump showed that you can fight those people on their turf and still win.

			The 2020 election is a choice: Choose to give in to the #MeToo monsters, the Black Lives Matter militants, the transgender lobby, and the moral decency police. Or choose to be an adult.

			It’s time to grow up. It’s time to do the things you may not want to do. It’s time to vote again for Donald Trump.
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			NOT ALL HEROES WEAR CAPES, BUT A LOT OF CHILDREN SEEM TO HAVE BEARDS

			“Come with me where you’ll never, never have to worry about grown up things again.”

			—J.M. Barrie, Peter Pan.

			To live in America in 2020 is to wake up each morning and ask, “What are they bitching about now?”

			It never ends. It’s as though every actual adult is perpetually stuck with angsty kids who never develop past that frustrating early high-school stage where they both resent their parents and yet demand the world from them. It’s the same stage where they know nothing, but are certain of everything; the stage where the failure of others to meet their demands, even as they offer no benefit to anyone else, is met with utter scorn.

			The problem of course is that most of these repulsive ingrates aren’t children. They’re biological adults who simply haven’t grown up. They’re most closely associated with millennials (my generation) and now zennials, the generation that followed millennials. But it’s also not exclusively a generational problem. It’s an ideological one that transcends age, race, and gender.

			This is what much of our culture, maybe even most of it, teaches us—that someone should be taking care of you, someone should be providing for you, someone should be giving you what you want and telling you what you would like to hear. And if someone isn’t doing those things with rave enthusiasm, it must be the result of racism, sexism, homophobia, or other bigotry.

			It’s not at all unlike the instinctual response of children, devoid of the concept of money, hard work, and sacrifice, when they’re told no. Their response is to cry at a piercing pitch.

			And like many parents, the general American public—or a substantial portion of it—often responds to the whining with appeasement, believing that the path of least resistance is the best way. At least this one time. Well, maybe just one more time after that. Okay, this is definitely the last time…

			The 2020 election should be the last time. It should be the time when the adults say, “I mean it,” and actually mean it.

			What did we do in response to the creeping threat of the coronavirus pandemic? We gave in and shut down the country. What did we do when liberals and Democrats said it wasn’t long enough? We extended the deadline. The Trump administration then issued guidelines to states so that they could implement their own policies and determine the best reopening timeline for themselves.

			Liberals and Democrats said that still wasn’t enough, so many states remained shuttered. When could they begin to reopen? Liberals and Democrats first said it was when there was more testing available. Then testing wasn’t so important—it was testing and contact tracing. Then that wasn’t enough, so it was unlimited, immediate testing, universal contact tracing, and, oh, one more small thing: a cure!

			Any adult with a functioning brain could see what was going on here—there was no end to the requirements for our reopening because Democrats had no intention to reopen. Despite their repeated claim that, “Everyone wants to see the economy reopen,” it didn’t quite square with their other mantra: “We’re not going back to normal!” No, they rather liked the lockdowns because they served two purposes: crippling the economy, thus critically wounding the president’s reelection odds, and forcing the government to print trillions of dollars in relief money, much of it in the form of direct payments to citizens, boosting their normal monthly income by thousands of dollars and thus serving as a disincentive for them to return to work.

			Indefinite lockdowns were a major gift for Democrats that couldn’t have been created in Paul Krugman’s wettest dreams.

			Then came the race protests and riots, another godsend for America’s left, its perpetual children, and the media who enable them.

			What began as a legitimate dialogue about police brutality and race, spurred by the death of George Floyd heading into the summer of 2020, quickly became a checklist of ridiculous demands accompanied by looting and vandalism.

			A man had died and, though not yet provable that his death was about race, the country had collectively decided that something had gone wrong with the way we do things. We were ready and eager to fix it.

			Before you could blink, the children were back at it to take advantage of a sensitive moment and start badgering ordinary people for other things completely unrelated to the subject at hand.

			It was suddenly about reparations, defunding the police, “white privilege,” and on and on.

			Close your eyes and think deep back into your memories. Recall that there was once a thing liberals enjoyed called “#MeToo.”

			That whole movement ended up being nothing more than a Tickle Me Elmo for Democrats—a hot commodity to the point of extreme scarcity right up until they decided in an instant that it was actually kind of a stupid concept after all.

			Liberals gleefully took out one man after the next, sometimes sacrificing their own—looking at you, Al Franken—under the #MeToo banner, only to find the emergency brake when that same “Believe all women” principle was placed as a target on Joe Biden, their best chance at getting rid of Trump. Suddenly, it wasn’t so much “Believe all women” as it was “Buyer beware!”

			The #MeToo toy wasn’t so fun anymore.

			From COVID to George Floyd to the abandonment of #MeToo, all of it had the same effect—the reinforcement of childlike behavior in our political discourse.

			It’s not written anywhere that it has to be this way, and fortunately for normal people, there’s a way to correct it, even just a little bit. It comes election day 2020.
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			WHAT DO YOU GET WHEN A CHINA VIRUS MEETS DADDY ISSUES?

			
Look at the way the average liberal Democrat talks and it’s obvious that these people suffer from some void in their personal lives, likely the absence of a strong father figure.

			Why else would they so often obsess over the president’s “tone”?

			“Did he hit the right tone?”

			“Is that language appropriate?”

			“Mr. President, do you see why that’s offensive?”

			In their arrested development, they yearn for comfort from the authority figure that either abandoned them or they never had to begin with.

			Only people who grew up without someone to teach them the importance of self-esteem are endlessly preoccupied with shaming others over minor social transgressions, almost always as part of a mob, because that’s the only way they know how to operate.

			They feel mentally safe with vast numbers of other obnoxious, sanctimonious plebes (journalists, Twitter dorks, and Hollywood celebrities) on their side and assume everyone else must share their deep-seated want for approval from mindless crowds.

			Admittedly, a lot of people do seek such approval—namely, children. There’s a reason we don’t let children vote.

			The entire first half of the year 2020 might be most remembered for COVID-19, race riots, and the nagging emotional need by liberals to find a daddy, someone who could console them on an emotional level at all times.

			Trump’s tweets haven’t been interesting for years, and yet every single one is greeted by

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					“I think, without saying too much, I’m probably more of a fan of that [drug] than—maybe than anybody. But I’m a big fan, and we’ll see what happens.”

					“It’s early. But we’ve—you know, I’ve seen things that are impressive. And we’ll see. We’re going to know soon. We’re going to know soon.”

					“This has been prescribed for many years for people to combat malaria, which was a big problem. And it’s very effective. It’s a strong—it’s a strong drug. So we’ll see.”

					“We’ll see how it works out, Peter.”

					“I’m not saying it will, but I think that people may be surprised. By the way, that would be a game changer. But we’re going to know very soon.”

					“Maybe there is, maybe there isn’t [a ‘magic drug’]. We have to see. We’re going to know. We’re going to know soon.”

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					Jan. 21, 2017: “A reporter for Time magazine—and I have been on their cover 14 or 15 times. I think we have the all-time record in the history of Time magazine.” That one was rolled into the Times list of “substantially false statements” because Trump has only appeared on the magazine’s cover 11 times, rather than 14 or 15. Impeach!

					Jan. 28, 2017: “The coverage about me in the @nytimes and the @washingtonpost has been so false and angry that the Times actually apologized to its dwindling subscribers and readers.” The Times never explicitly apologized to its readers for its coverage of Trump, but the publisher did send subscribers a letter after the election acknowledging that it and other news outlets did “underestimate his support among American voters.”25

					Feb. 16, 2017: “We had a very smooth rollout of the travel ban. But we had a bad court. Got a bad decision.” Whether the rollout was “very smooth” or not could be up for individual interpretation. But the Times piece called included it as a lie because, the paper said, the rollout “was chaotic.” (Me: Chocolate ice cream is the best! New York Times: That is a lie because it is not the best.)

					Feb. 24, 2017: “ICE came and endorsed me.” The union representing Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents did endorse Trump during the 2016 campaign. He was not, however, endorsed by the federal ICE agency itself. The failure, apparently, was in his neglect to distinguish between the official government building and the people who work in it. Has he no shame?

					April 28, 2017: “She’s running against someone who’s going to raise your taxes to the sky, destroy your health care, and he’s for open borders—lots of crime.” This statement was about Republican Karen Handel’s successful race for the House seat in Georgia against Democrat Jon Ossoff. Though Trump might genuinely believe that Ossoff would have done those things had he won his Georgia race (he lost), Trump’s statement was classified as a lie because Ossoff, the Times said, never officially stated them as part of his campaign platform. (The Times, however, neglected to mention that freshmen representatives almost always vote with the majority of his or her party, which is, no question, in favor of raising taxes, tinkering with health care, and letting in untold numbers of immigrants from Latin America.)

					May 8, 2017: “But when I did [Stephen Colbert’s CBS] show, which by the way was very highly rated. It was high—highest rating. The highest rating he’s ever had.” Trump’s appearance on The Late Show in September 2015 actually gave the program its second-highest ratings up to that point, bested only by Colbert’s CBS debut earlier in the same month. The Times said that distinction, between being highest rated and second highest rated, made Trump’s claim a lie. I’m just as upset by that one as I know you are.

					Oct. 11, 2017: “We have missiles that can knock out a missile in the air 97 percent of the time. If you send two of them, it’s going to get knocked out.” The Times took issue with the percentage Trump offered, which the paper said should have been 60 percent, rather than 97 percent. Damn, they’re good at picking out the bullshit no one’s bothered by!
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