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      After a long day of schmoozing at my local political fundraiser, I dragged myself into the nearest Starbucks for a much needed break.  I'd been invited to the event by the mayor's wife, and knowing that an election was just around the corner, I was eager to plant some seeds for potential work designing the team's campaign material.  A commission helping to design their website and political banners would be a major feather in my cap and be a major stepping stone for networking with other bigwigs in the party apparatus.  But after three straight hours of genuflecting and kissing ass, I needed some downtime to rest my brain and reclaim my soul.

      After grabbing my almond-milk Americano at the pick-up counter, I ambled over to the one remaining seat in the corner of the shop, where an attractive woman sat alone nursing a warm beverage.  It seemed odd to me that she was wearing a headscarf and sunglasses indoors, and although it was obvious that she wanted to be alone, I desperately needed to get off my feet.

      "Do you mind if I take this last open chair?" I said, motioning to the chair directly opposite her.

      "No, of course," she said distractedly, lost in thought.

      "I'm sorry to intrude," I said, kicking off my shoes under the table.  "But I've been standing all day and my feet are killing me."

      "I know the feeling," the woman said, smiling half-heartedly.

      Her face looked vaguely familiar, but it was hard to place her under her heavy camouflage.  She looked to be about my age, maybe just a few years older, with wavy brown hair and perfectly coiffed, arching eyebrows.  With her soft flushed cheeks and clear lip gloss coating her full sensuous lips, she could have easily passed for a matinee idol.

      But it was her unusual outfit that attracted my attention the most.  Wearing an off-the-shoulder, tight-fitting black chiffon dress with flared sleeves and sparkling diamond hoop earrings dangling from her ears, she definitely didn't look the part of the average Starbucks customer.

      "You look like you could use a little respite from the elements too," I said.  "What brings you into our community coffee shop on this cold wintry day?"

      "Just needed a break from all the hubbub, I guess.  A few too many boring meetings."

      "Meetings?" I said, glancing down at her curvy figure outlined by her clingy dress.  "If you don't mind my saying, you don't look dressed for a typical business meeting.  I gotta say, you're rocking that dress."

      "Thanks.  They're not your typical business meetings.  There's a lot of high-powered people.  I guess I'm expected to look the part."

      I caught her glancing in the direction of an adjacent table where two stiff young men dressed in gray business suits wearing earpieces watched her intently.  I jerked suddenly when I began to put the pieces together.  High powered business meetings.  An important political convention in town.  A classy woman dressed to the nines accompanied by a security detail.  I had the crazy fortune to be sitting next to the President's wife!

      "Oh my God!" I gasped.  "You're the–"

      "Shh!" she whispered, lowering her head and turning her body toward the corner of the room.  "It's hard enough trying to maintain a low profile with these goons following me everywhere I go.  Can we try to keep this little secret between the two of us?"

      "Of course," I said, pushing back in my seat in shock.  "I didn't mean to...  It's just–"

      "No worries," the First Lady said.  "No need to get overly excited.  I'm just another commoner in our humble little republic."

      "I'd hardly call you that," I chuckled.  "Even without all the trappings of political office, you're a long way from common."

      "Thank you," she said, blushing slightly.

      "Are you here for the Democratic fundraiser?" I asked.  "I didn't see you at the convention center today."

      "I try to leave all that political glad-handing to the big boys," she said.  "I put in an appearance every now and then to demonstrate that all is happy and well with the first family and so the president can show off his eye candy, but otherwise I try to stay out of the affairs of the state as much as I can."

      I peered at the First Lady through squinted eyes and nodded.  It must have been tiring following her husband all around the country to various official functions, having to put on her game-face all
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