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			INTRODUCTION

			The goal of this book is to encourage a deeper pursuit of Scripture in the lives of all who faithfully follow Jesus. To truly fall in love with the word of God and therefore, God himself. It sounds simple enough, but many Christians go through life without ever truly developing a love-like relationship and learning to walk with the Father. The great majority of those I have encountered have no construct or understanding of what this means or how to get there, but they continue to desire it. Some pastors today don’t have the desire to work through a text to truly seek out what it means within the entire lens of Scripture, and therefore the application falls short. One of the main problems lies therein. If the pastors themselves have a limited framework of the message, how will the congregation get there? 

			My story is very similar to many others within western church culture. When I was in high school, I responded to an altar call and luckily was assigned someone to “disciple” me. I grew up in a Christian home, and even previous to my decision, I was already speaking a lot of the “church language.” I followed the way that had been set before me and attended one of the greatest mainstream Bible colleges of our time, often referred to as the Harvard of Bible colleges. I took great pride in my stride as a card-carrying Christian. With most all of the answers systematically rehearsed and memorized, I rose to the top; I planted a couple of churches and started more Christian programs than I can count, all within the framework of the “great American church.” In other words, I had become well indoctrinated into what I thought was the right way. I found myself happily checking off the boxes of my Christian portfolio. Looking back, I have to admit, most of this felt really great to me; I fully accepted and even excelled at all of it. Many aspects of my Christian life followed the biblical models, but something just wasn’t there. I wanted to “Love” but didn’t truly love.

			One of the most difficult facets of life is to try to see through the eyes of Christ. Often, we become so immersed in the American way that it becomes difficult to clearly see the way things really are within a spiritual framework. Everyone following a path usually thinks or hopes that they are on the “right” path. Nothing in my life necessarily imploded or blew up. I was blessed that, for the most part, my life was very smooth, comfortable, and even happy. In fact, it felt very much like I was living the American dream. I had experienced God’s love but didn’t really know how to love back. I was missing a big part of the recipe.

			Many before me have been on a similar path and have had something trigger a change of course. For me, it happened when I started learning the biblical languages as part of my corporate church climb. As I started to learn the basis of interpreting the biblical languages, I found that my exegesis was sloppy, despite attending a Bible college and majoring in the Bible. It felt as if I had dived deeply into Scripture for the first time, and what I found was amazing love. You see, I had never really fallen in love with Scripture before. It was simply a means to an end for me. As I started practicing my newfound languages, I found myself not loving the languages themselves, but rather learning to love the text. Something magical took place: as I learned to love the Word, I learned to love Jesus. 

			As I continued to be filled by the Word deeply working through me, I found that much of the way things had always been presented to me really didn’t add up. I was always afraid to challenge the great questions of the Bible, as if I might not find the answers or worse, find the wrong answers. I had always believed that the inspired Word of God completely agrees with itself, but I hadn’t experienced it and had very little confidence in putting that puzzle together. For the first time, I got brave. As I worked through every text and doctrine, it became like a magnet drawing me closer to Jesus. The mysterious way that this love story fit together within the entire lens of Scripture began to fill me with something that had always been missing. 

			I became enthralled with my newfound love for Scripture and exegesis (critical interpretation of the text). Over and over, I began to realize that the systematic understanding that I had not only accepted but had become a poster child for seemed like it required a great amount of working through—what I now refer to as theological gymnastics. It wasn’t that I was previously blinded to these things, it was just that I was more interested in sounding like I knew all the answers than I was in actually trying to find the truth. It wasn’t an expedition of love as much as trying to be “right.” As I started understanding what had to take place within the text to put together a certain accepted theology, I become more aware of the problems that persisted within those ideological frameworks. How had I missed this for the better part of thirty years? As I continued to listen to the Spirit and dive into the context of Scripture, my experiences in the traditional American church often seemed far from what I found the biblical descriptions of living with Jesus as the Lord of my life to look like.

			As a “type-A” analytical (and I get that not everyone has to or wants to think this way), I find that biblical theology within the context and lens of the entire biblical narrative is empirical within any Christian teaching. Without Scripture driving what we do, we have an empty view of the message, and in the end, what we are trying to accomplish may actually drive some further from the truth than closer to it. Unfortunately, I have seen and even been a part of too many churches preaching an American-style gospel that is void and problematic, leaving people aimlessly wandering within a fairy tale of church cheerleading. 

			Many have been taught a denominational perspective or theological view without realizing or researching other viable options within Scripture. Because of this, let’s just put the labels aside and take a fresh look at what the Bible says. This book will be theological, but will intentionally drop the typical theological terminology or jargon other than to make associations when needed.

			Let me give you a simple example of how I have learned to explore the text. In Romans 11:26 Paul says, “All Israel will be saved.” I often allude to this phrase as simply referring to all those who will, in the end, find their place in the presence of God in eternity. Seems simple enough right? Most everyone will agree with this statement. Yet many “theologies” seek to bend it to mean things it simply doesn’t say within the text. You might be surprised to find that there are at least four definitive views on this verse with all kinds of theological labels. We could also have a conversation on the terminology of God’s people throughout Scripture and how each is used differently or the same—words like Israel, Hebrew, Jews, the elect, the church, and many other similar terms. Some doctrines and denominations even seek to make their own versions of the Bible by carefully changing words to try to fit their narrative. I have also found it helpful to could look at Second Temple literature to try to gain an understanding of what other authors of the time meant when they used the same terms. We could even find out why different denominations or theological camps choose to interpret this verse differently, and determine what other theology has bearing on their understanding of this verse. Is it related to anything else within the Bible or doctrine? Does the language it was written in affect the interpretation? How do scholars understand this passage and why? But perhaps the most important element of interpretation is simply thinking through the passages at hand as you call on the power of the Holy Spirit for clarity, discernment, and application to your life. We will often quickly take someone else’s view, thinking they must be much more intelligent than we are, and in the process fall short of letting our minds and hearts be blessed by the working-through process. This, I have found, is the path to falling in love with the Word.

			I don’t think most authors intentionally lead anyone astray, but when writers interpret a text, I often wonder what their defining reasoning is. Do they understand the biblical and theological implications? Do they necessarily know that to take a view like they have means cutting up a text and interpreting it differently than what is commonly acceptable within hermeneutics? Do they know that what they are doing with the text to make fit into their framework is problematic, but they continue anyway because the view has been tied to them or to those in their “camp”?

			Have you ever felt like the author or the preacher is hiding something? When a pastor just throws a difficult part of the Bible out there and doesn’t spend time making sense of it, it becomes problematic and can have lasting effects. Not only have pastors nearly completely lost the emphasis of scholarly pursuit for the Word, but they have failed even more by not shepherding their flocks in that pursuit, which is the preeminent calling of a pastor.

			I’ve heard many pastors do this—for instance, reading over how Abraham was asked to sacrifice his son to God. To nearly everyone in our culture this story just sounds bizarre. There are several tough passages such as this in the Bible, and thousands of years later, we have a hard time reconciling them with the culture in which we live. It is important to know that Scripture can stand alone, for itself—and it will. But what God asks some of his people is for us to dive into Scripture to help others understand it. If you take Scriptures like this one in the context they were written and work through understanding them, there are logical answers (and usually more than one). It is also likely that these passages would not have come off so strangely in their original culture, but now, thousands of years later, they are often the texts that make people want to walk away from the church. I am convinced that everything within the Bible makes sense in the complete lens of Scripture and that it all agrees with itself. Part of what we are called to do is to figure out how it agrees. Too many people are afraid that they’re going to unravel something that just doesn’t work, and they don’t trust Scripture (or God) enough to work through it. Jesus is the Word, and the word is greater than that!

			Too many people lose the fervency of faith because they never fall in love with the Word. They have simply stopped exploring the mystery of Scripture and have never experienced the all-encompassing love of the message. Unfortunately, I have found that most of my best conversations concerning unbiased Christianity take place far from the walls of church. In fact, a lot of times they happen in places that most would consider to be polar opposites of church. 

			My heart is to show those entangled in the American/Western cultural church a better mosaic of being captivated by the Word, allowing them to find a better walk with Jesus—to see that starts as work will soon become the love of their lives.

			Some of my favorite authors are ones whose biblical perspectives changed a little bit in an honest pursuit of scriptural exegesis. I want to know why. At any rate, you might occasionally read something (even within this book) that you’ll question, and you should question it. That’s why I have provided a fair amount of extra material and homework for those of you who want to dive in and understand how I arrived at the conclusions that I have. You may or may not land where I have, but as a result I bet you will find Jesus! I hope that this process impacts you the same way it has impacted me, and that as a result you find yourself falling in love with the word of God over and over and through and through.

			Am I claiming to have it all figured out? Absolutely not. For me it’s a lifelong journey, and I pray every day that God may continue to bring clarity to my heart, soul, and mind—and to those I teach. 

		

	
		
			PREFACE

			Originally, what motivated me to pen my thoughts was the covenant of marriage. I am regularly asked to marry people, and I often find that those couples don’t understand the basic relationship that God seeks with his people, and therefore, certainly can’t understand what covenant-living with each other looks like. Upon desiring to counsel a couple, I found myself needing to first debunk some pretty horrific notions they held about God and the church. I regularly thought, “How have we (the church) gotten this far away from the primary message of the Word of God?” My original goal was to write a book that established a scriptural understanding of the Bible before talking about marriage specifically. By chapter five or six, it became very apparent to me that I wasn’t just writing a guide for couples to start their marriages, but possibly a method of understanding that might give spiritual meaning to the masses. 

			The purpose of this book is to gain a better understanding of theology within life and therefore begin to experience a reciprocal loving relationship with God. The goal is a return to biblical thinking rather than relying on tradition or simply accepting views you might have always thought were based in the Bible. Put simply, the Bible is a story of God’s love relationship with his people. This is based on covenants.

			This book takes aim at explaining some deeper theological thinking, but at the same time keeps it simple. There will be theological questions that I am not going to answer in the book. That journey is for you, and I pray that this book may ignite it, but not complete it. The chapters are linked to theological YouTube discussions that will show Scriptures and explain the biblical theology behind each chapter. The book is designed to give you an option of investing as much or as little time as you can. You can read the Scriptures and introductory quotes given for each chapter and watch the longer films suggested by searching the keywords on my YouTube channel (go to YouTube and search for “expedition44”). Once you are in the channel, click the search icon and type in the keyword given for each chapter. In many cases you will see several videos that match the chapter content. 

			You will find that this book is centered around textures of exegetical interpretation. The goal of any hermeneutic is to find the meaning as the (inspired) writer intended. To do this we need to read within context. This means the surrounding verses, the entire book, and the meaning within the complete lens of Scripture. We also need to seek to understand the cultural context. The Old Testament needs to be understood in its Ancient Near Eastern context; the New Testament needs to be approached from a Jewish mindset within a Greco-Roman context to give clarity to the message of the Old Testament. We have the luxury of reading both many years later, allowing us to see much more of the whole picture than the original writers (of the Old Testament especially) were given. But at the same time, we need to realize that even though the entire work is written for us and there is much to glean from it, the majority of the message was written to a specific group or person that we are not a part of. Many people seek to find a literal interpretation of Scripture. Unfortunately, oftentimes the most literal meaning of a word doesn’t make sense to us or in our language. The best interpretation of the word may be metaphorical or symbolic. We often don’t have the same understanding of the original culture that would have been implicit in the wording of the original languages. To give you an example, we have one word for prayer in English. There are two in Greek and more than a dozen in Hebrew, and these meanings shift depending on time period and cultural dynamics. We aren’t simply translating languages, but translating cultures. This has become a fundamental flaw within our American interpretive thinking. We want to read an American understanding into the cultural narrative of the Bible, and it simply doesn’t work. It gives the text a completely different sensibility than that of the context and culture it was given to. We need to train ourselves to look at the totality of Scripture for the best form of interpretation.

			I often hear concerns about reading extrabiblical sources, especially the ones contained in Catholic Bibles. Many get hung up on the thought of inspiration. This is a topic that needs to be carefully approached. But many of these extrabiblical sources, especially ones written within the Second Temple period, give us great insight to the way people were thinking about biblical things. They aren’t always right and certainly are not to be approached as inerrant Scripture, but rather as a social commentary. The ancient writer likely had a worldview far closer to that of the Scriptures than what we have today. If you read books written today that share theological opinions on Scripture, why wouldn’t you read opinions from others that held a closer cognitive frame of reference to the biblical authors? How did they think about Scripture? Unfortunately, most readers of the Bible today are filtering the message through a traditional understanding that was handed down to them and likely has little to do with the real exegesis of Scripture. Even worse are the doctrines that knowingly use certain verses as proof for a denominational understanding that is supposed to be within the pages of the Bible. This “slicing and dicing” method has become the norm within the context of most sermons today, and pastors have become so accepting of this practice themselves that the call to study Scripture has become almost completely lost from the church. I have been to so many “Bible studies” that were far from studying what Scripture actually says.

			
			
			
					These are some good consideration questions to ask for each Scripture reading:

					What have you always thought this text meant? How does it compare to what it actually says? Consider any presuppositions and pre-understandings that you have brought with you upon reading the text.

					How could this story or message have been influenced by the culture it was written compared to the application of it within our life and culture today?

					Does the interpretation of any of the words from the original text (exegesis and grammar) have a significant impact on what this means to you?

					Consider the fourfold sense of biblical hermeneutics: literal, moral, allegorical (spiritual), and anagogical (you may need to watch the X44 videos on hermeneutics first to best understand these textures of interpretation).

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							
						
					

				
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							
						
					

				
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							
						
					

					
							
							
						
					

				
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							
						
					

				
			

			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							
						
					

				
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							
						
					

				
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							
							
							
							
							
						
					

				
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							
						
					

				
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							
							
						
					

				
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							
						
					

				
			

			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							
							
						
					

				
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							
						
					

				
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							
							
						
					

				
			

			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							
						
					

				
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
				
					
				
				
					
							
							
						
					

				
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					Psalm 1:4–6; 37:20, 34, 38

					Matthew 3:12; 7:13, 19; 13:40

					John 15:6; 3:15–16

					1 Corinthians 3:17; 15:22

					2 Corinthians 2:15–16; 5:22

					Hebrews 6:8

					James 1:15; 4:12; 5:19

					1 Thessalonians 5:3

					1 Tim 1:10
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