
        
            [image: cover]
        

    

 




 Con$umer Wi$e

If Only We Had
Listened

 


 


 


Edited by Valerie Hockert

 


Valerie Hockert

CollProf@aol.com

 


 


Copyright 2012, Valerie Hockert, reprinted by
permission from Minnesota Ink.

Copyright 1994 by Minnesota Ink, Inc.

All rights reserved.

Smashwords Edition






No part of this document may be reproduced or
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without prior written
permission of author.


 Table
of Contents

Introduction

Volume 1 No. 1

Seven Ways to Save $$$$ When Shopping

Money and How to Keep
It

Did
You Know…?

The Art of Frugality

The Best Buy Quiz
Book

Know the
Language When You’re Shopping

Volume 1 No. 2

Secrets of the
Smart Shopper

Did You Know…?

Style for Less

Save Money in No
Time

Cost-Saving
Alternatives for Travel Plans

Volume 1 No. 3

Saving Recession $$$$

Did You Know…?

How to Start
Investing

To You and Your Car

Vacation
Lodging on a Tight Budget

Volume 1 No. 4

Give Yourself a
Little Credit

Did You Know…?

Five Ways the Stay-at-Home Mom Can Make Extra Money
Now!

Getting the
Most from Your Coupons

Volume 1 No. 5

10 Ways to Have Fun Without Spending All Your
Cash

Did You Know…?

Ways to
Save Money Traveling By Air

Myths About Buying and Owning Vacation Property

Improve Your Image (Without Spending a Fortune)


 Introduction

This is a collection of articles as
originally published in Con$umer Wi$e. Volume 1 was as newsletter
and later became a column in Today’s Family magazine.

These articles
amazingly hold a lot of merit today.

If only more of us had
read these and followed the suggestions to be consumer wise… perhaps
we’d be better off today….

–Valerie Hockert


 Volume 1 No.
1

 Seven Ways to Save $$$$ When Shopping

By Laureen Mercier

Whether you’re the main consumer in your
household or an occasional shopper, these tips can save you
money.

1. Think
Before You Spend. When heading out to
make a purchase or to just browse, take along a pen and paper.
Write down information such as: color, price, brand, and where you
saw the article. Take this information and comparison shop at other
stores. Then go home and think over your purchase. You may even
change your mind about the purchase altogether.

2. Plastic
Savings: Never spend more on your credit
cards than you will be able to pay off in full when the bill
arrives. The biggest mistake most people make is to purchase a sale
item on their credit card knowing full well they won’t be able to
pay for it when the bill arrives. So what has happened? You have
lost your savings to credit charges. Most times your big sale item
costs you more than the full price.

3. Group
Shopping: You shop together, so why not
buy together? Before buying that new kitchen appliance or new car,
talk to everyone you know. If you’re lucky, you can find a small
group of people who are interested in your purchase. Once your
group has agreed on the product, go to the manager and ask for a
group discount. Most managers will give at least 10% off when
making a large sale.

4. Where Does
it All Go? Keep a spending record. It’s
the little things that kill even the best thought-out budget. Write
down everything you buy—from a package of gum to that single
postage stamp. After a month, you should be able to see why your
budget is not working.

5. Bulk
Up: Whenever a most used food (or other
used item) goes on sale, buy it by the case. This way your savings
will last until the next big sale. If you can’t find an item on
sale ask your store personnel about case discounts. Some stores
will give you a discount just for buying the whole case.

6. Cutting
Coupons May Cost You: Coupon savings are
great, but watch your brands. If the coupon is not for your regular
brand, you may end up spending more. Always check your prices
before using coupons to make sure your savings really are saving
you money.

7. How Much
Does it Really Cost?: Mail order has
taken over our mailboxes, and in some cases our common sense. The
prices look good on the surface, but remember to add in the
shipping and handling before signing that check. That little $1.98
item may cost you $4.98 once all the hidden costs are added
on.


 Money and How to Keep
It

By Doris B. Gill

Pay Yourself
First. Save at least ten percent of your
pay before you spend a dime or pay a bill. Consider this payment as
one of your obligations. As the account grows fatter, like a porker
ready for market, you’ll be getting further from the “buy on
credit,” quicksand mire.

Open a Money
Market Savings Account. A brokerage
account will pay higher interest than most banks, and there’s
safety in it too. Transfer only enough money into your bank
checking as needed for that month. Keep as much money earning
interest for you as you can.

Pay Bills at
the Last Minute. As bills are received,
make out checks, but don’t mail them. Note due date, and post
payments about five days before. Write the mail date in the upper
right hand corner (which the stamp will later cover). For example,
a bill arrives on 6/22 and is due 7/12. The mail date is 7/7. Place
the envelopes in a conspicuous place so you’ll mail them on time.
(My payments are placed in a wall basket by the front door.) On the
mail date, affix a stamp and send. Although you have deducted the
payment amount from your checkbook, your money is earning interest
for extra days, and it adds up!


 Did You
Know…?






…that outlet malls are especially popular
these days? They are a Mecca for shoppers and offer a wide variety
of merchandise at good prices. Sometimes these prices can be so
good—and so tempting—that we buy much more than we need. Did you
really need to go in the crystal store and get a set of eight Santa
goblets? You’re only going to use those four weeks of every
year….

–Deborah Wilson

…that you can cut down on your dry cleaning
bills? Don’t take your clothes to be dry-cleaned just because
they’re wrinkled. Opt for “press only,” or better yet, iron them
yourself.

–Jonathan Pond

…that July is the second best month to buy
an air conditioner on sale? (February is the best.)

–Con$umer Wi$e

…that you could probably buy two roundtrip
airline tickets (one for your departure, and one for your return)
cheaper than to pay the regular round-trip airfare? Check it
out….

–Con$umer Wi$e

…that the Rule of 72 tells you how long it
takes your money to double? You divide the number 72 by the
interest rate you’re getting. If you’re getting six percent, it
takes 12 years to double. 72 divided by six equals 12. If you’re
earning eight percent, it takes nine years to double, since 72
divided by eight is nine.

–Les Abromovitz


 The Art of
Frugality

By Darrin Koltow

Here are some ideas for painting the town,
without emptying your paint bucket.

Join an “entertainment” club. By using
coupons or membership cards, club members get discounts to
activities as varied as dining out and miniature golf.

When considering a play or movie, go to
matinees instead of shows in the evening and other prime times.
Don’t buy theater tickets from places in shopping malls, they get
the best seats, but ask a sleep price for them.

Choose the real stars over celluloid ones.
On a hot summer’s night, drive to the outskirts of town, park the
car, spread a blanket on the hood or the ground, and enjoy the
charms of a starlit sky. Make a game of identifying constellations.
If you don’t know the standard ones, make your own. After you’ve
made several, try to discern the first one. Create your own movies
by putting your constellation characters in scenarios.

Do the same with clouds during the day No
Clouds? Pack a lunch and some earplugs—cotton is a more inexpensive
alternative—to a local airport and watch the planes soar.

Use your library regularly. You may be
surprised at its cornucopia of resources. Many libraries, besides
having the latest novels, magazines, and newspapers, have popular
videos to rent for a minimal cost.

By photocopying old newspapers, you can give
someone a blast from the past by showing him/her the current events
at the time of his/her birth. The newspapers are kept on microfilm,
which you can browse through with easy-to-use machines. The
machines also let you photocopy the newsprint. Fair-sized libraries
have microfilm for many different newspapers. Once you’ve tried
newspapers, use magazines. People, especially adults, get a big
kick from seeing the cars and clothes that were in vogue years ago.
At about ten cents per page, you can give more pages of yours than
the paltry publication of this sort that gift shops sell.

Check the library’s bulletin board for more
low-or-no-cost fun. Your library may have meeting rooms where
intriguing local clubs gather. You can also hear recitals, and
fiction or poetry readings in such rooms.

While you’re in the library, pick up a
do-it-yourself book. Learn to fix furniture, cars, plumbing, and
just about anything else. Even if you don’t fix anything, you can
use the knowledge you gain to assess the workmanship of others.

For another education forum, take a class
offered by the local adult education program. Courses are
inexpensive, and you can learn everything from gardening to
speaking another language. Such classes are often taught by people
who are employed in the subject he/she is teaching. Thus, he/she
may be more “in touch” with the subject than a formally certified
teacher would be.

The best way to save money is to view
frugality not as a chore, but as an art. Paint your world with a
palette of your own thrifty ideas.
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