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Dedication

To the reader holding this book with questions they are afraid to ask out loud. 

You are not wrong. Keep reading. 

The God who unsettles you is the same God who will steady you when the shaking starts.
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Preface: New York: The Modern Babylon, The Antichrist's City


This book exists because of one man.

Pastor Jaco Jacobs of Christian Family Church in Tzaneen is one of my dearest friends in ministry and one of the sharpest prophetic minds I know. On March 7 to 9, 2026 I was there for three days to minister at his church when he turned to me one evening and asked a question I was not expecting: what do you know about New York?

I told him the three things that I already knew about New York.

I know New York is a portal and a gate. I also remember an account about a Christian who stood on the streets of New York City in a dream, heard evacuation sirens, and watched a massive tsunami wave roll in and submerge the entire city as God's judgement against the city. At the time, it rang with a bell of truth. I knew the dream was from God.

He nodded. Then he opened Revelation 17 and 18. Feature by feature, verse by verse, he laid out the case that I had never seen assembled that clearly before. The financial capital of the world. The city that sits on many waters. The great trading hub where the merchants of the earth bring their wealth. The home of Broadway, where the musicians and performers of the nations gather. The city that clothes itself in luxury, practices sorcery, and exports its moral rebellion to the ends of the earth. The largest LGBTQ community in the world, and its Muslim mayor Zohran Mamdani who was sworn in on the Quran instead of the Bible. Slowly he unpacked more details and connected the dots.

New York is Babylon.

The moment he said it, I knew it was gold. I knew every believer needed to hear it. This is my attempt to make sure they do. Pastor Jaco, you asked the question that unlocked the book. You connected the dots. This book is yours as much as it is mine. Thank you.



What follows is my attempt to be faithful to that moment.

I went back to the text. I went back to Babel, to Isaiah's Babylon, to Jeremiah's lament, to Ezekiel's Tyre, and then forward into Revelation 17 and 18, the two most concentrated chapters of prophetic description in the entire New Testament. I asked a simple question: what city on earth today matches what John saw?

The answer kept coming back the same.

This book does not claim certainty beyond what the Bible gives. It does not declare what only the Tribulation will confirm. But it does say this plainly: no city on earth concentrates the features of Revelation's Babylon more precisely than New York. The financial capital of the world. The media capital of the world. The diplomatic seat of the nations. The city that sits on many waters, seduces the kings of the earth, clothes itself in luxury, and exports its spirit to the ends of the earth. And at the centre of that city, a tower that bore the number 666, owned by the man who brokered the closest thing to a Daniel 9:27 peace deal this generation has ever seen.

You will have to decide what to do with that.

What I know is this: we are out of time for comfortable theology. The prophetic clocks I have tracked in The Rapture & The Tribulation are not slowing down. They are converging. The window is here. The people of God need to understand not just that Babylon is coming, but that it may already be here, already at work, already seducing the nations and the church with a power most believers have not yet named.

Name it. Come out of it. Stand where the Bride stands.

That is what this book is for.

Prophet Petrus Vermaak March 2026
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1
The City That Started Everything
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They were not building a city. They were building a statement.

Genesis 11:4 (NIV): "Then they said, 'Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.'"

That sentence, spoken on the plains of Shinar thousands of years ago, has never stopped echoing. It is the seed of everything this book will show you. Before there was a Babylon, before there was a harlot on many waters, before there were merchants weeping over a fallen city, there was this: a group of people who decided they could build their way to heaven without God.

This was never about shelter. They were building an identity. "Let us make a name for ourselves." That is not architecture. That is rebellion. It is organised human pride with a building permit. One language, one people, one ambition, and the ambition is to reach God's level on human terms, by human effort, through human glory.

That moment matters more than most Christians realise. The name "Babylon" does not appear for the first time in Revelation. It does not even begin in the book of Daniel. It starts right here, in Genesis 11, on a construction site that God Himself came down to inspect and shut down. If you want to understand what John saw when the angel showed him the harlot city in Revelation 17, you have to start where God started. You have to start at Babel.

Babylon in the Bible is a pattern that reaches far beyond a single city in a single century. A posture. A spirit that inhabits civilisations and then devours them from the inside. Babel is the seed. Historical Babylon is the first full-grown expression. Revelation's Babylon is the final one. John is not inventing something new when he writes about the great city. He is finishing something that began at the very start of human rebellion against God.

The question this book will answer is not "was there a city called Babylon?" Of course there was. The question is this: which modern city most fully carries the ancient spirit of Babel, the pride of Babylon, the commerce that made empires rich, and the judgment that every prophet from Isaiah to John announced over all of them? That is the question worth asking. The answer has been hiding in plain sight.

Before we get there, the foundation must be right. Because if the foundation is wrong, nothing built on it will stand.


The Seed at Babel


The whole earth had one language. One set of words. One shared understanding. With that unity, the people of Shinar decided to do something extraordinary. They decided to build a city with a tower whose top would reach into the heavens.

Notice what they did not say. They did not say, "Let us build a house of worship for our God." They did not say, "Let us create a place where the nations can seek the Lord." They said, "Let us make a name for ourselves." That is the Babel DNA. Self-exaltation. Self-glory. Self-preservation. Unity without submission to God. Ambition reaching upward on human terms.

Even their building materials told the story. Genesis 11:3 (NIV): "They said to each other, 'Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly.' They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar." God later commanded in Exodus 20:25 that His altars be built from uncut stone, not shaped by human tools. The builders at Babel rejected God's material and replaced it with man-made bricks. They did not want to build with what God provided. They wanted to build with what they produced. The tar, the bitumen they used as mortar, was waterproofing. They built the tower as a ziggurat, a stepped pyramid, designed to withstand a flood. They were engineering around God's judgment instead of repenting from the sin that caused it. That is Babel in one sentence: replace God's way with man's way, and build high enough that His consequences cannot reach you.

God had already told humanity what He wanted. He said to be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth (Genesis 9:1). Spread out. Scatter. Take dominion under His authority. What did the builders at Babel do? The exact opposite. They gathered. They centralised. They built upward instead of outward. They said, "otherwise we will be scattered," as though scattering were the worst thing that could happen. But scattering was exactly what God had commanded. Their unity
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