
Preface

Have you ever wondered if you could take control of your life? Is there a voice inside you that says there must be some sort of order to the chaos of life and living? Do you want to know the secret to being in charge of your moods, reactions, and experiences every day?  

With this book as your guide, you will finally master your life and control your own destiny. You're right to assume that you're not supposed to live your life subservient to anyone's will. You are a divine being in your own right.

Theo Lalvani.
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You should know that this is not the book to read if all you want is a series of how-to instructions on how to get all the health, power, fame, and whatever else you want with no effort on your part. If you choose to do nothing and expect the principles in this book to create your preferred life out of thin air, then you will not gain anything from reading this at all. You must be willing to apply what you learn to gain real results. Knowing is only half the battle.

Magic, sadly, is never taken seriously. At best, it makes people think of magic shows, and nothing more than neat tricks. At worst, when people do take it seriously, they firmly believe it's not to be dabbled in because it is a devilish black art. The point I'm making here is that magic has been terribly maligned for many decades now.

Even back when magic was regarded with a bit more openness, a considerable number of self-proclaimed sorcerers and MAGI (singular, MAGUS, the origin of the word magic) were frauds who knew just enough to seem knowledgeable about the mysteries of the universe. They counted a lot on their charm, charisma, slick tongues, and the ignorance of their audiences to avoid being seen for the chameleons they were. The genuine MAGUS would never condone such trickery.

The objective fact is that magic is science — a sacred one, to be clear. It is the totality of all that is known and unknown, teaching one and all how to work with the rules that bind all of life. Regardless of what you call it, there's no difference between mysticism and magic or whatever else you may dub it. When it comes to real magic, regardless of its name or form, there are always rules to be followed.

Life is a perfect balance of extremes. There is good, which necessitates the existence of evil. An activity requires passivity to exist. Without the light, there is no shadow. In other words, all things in life can be deemed neutral. It is perspective that sends a phenomenon or an idea toward the realms of "good" and "evil." In the same way, science or magic can be both good and evil. You can get desirable and undesirable results from it. The same electricity that powers all our technology and improves our quality of living could just as easily kill you, given the correspondent intentions and conditions. This is the nature of occult wisdom. It is neutral. The "good" or "bad" that comes from its practice all lies with the magician who is putting it into practice.

When you come across the word “tarot”, note that it's not a deck of cards but a book of initiation that contains the most profound secrets of the universe in the form of symbolism. The tablet you will be introduced to first in this book will demonstrate to you that you are in control of the elements if you allow it. Your eyes will be opened to how versatile the tablet is in its application. You will come to know the principles of Hermeticism as you read this book. While that's a good thing, it's simply not enough. You must become at one with this knowledge and discover its even deeper symbolism and influence on your life by the deliberate implementation of it in your everyday affairs.

If you take a plunge into this, not just out of curiosity but with a true and burning desire to know these principles, you will inevitably open the way for the perfect teacher(s) to come to you. You will also understand the hidden meanings of these principles which no book written, or to be written, could ever give you. This book is a guide, an introduction to these principles. How rich your experience will be, comes down to what you do with this knowledge after you've read the last word. I hope you discover the fullest extent of your potential and choose to make these principles a part of your life.
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Chapter One: The Kybalion
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The Kybalion contains the philosophy of Hermes Trismegistus, who once dwelled in Ancient Egypt and was an "influencer" in the truest sense of the word back in those times. In 1908, the Yogi Publication Society published this summary, which even now, is affecting lives around the world for the better.

In the Kybalion, there are seven principles that are all you need for the process of mental transmutation, or alchemy if you choose to call it that. This involves the process of taking your life as it is and then upgrading it to a version that is in alignment with your highest, grandest self. It may seem magical (read: ridiculous), but these principles are, in truth, scientific.

You see, there are a set of laws that govern the entire universe and the process of creation. Sadly, most people are unaware of these laws and live lives full of unnecessary suffering. Hermetic principles seek to teach the basic, universal rules that determine how life works. Think of it as an instruction manual, but for life. How many times have you wondered or wished that life had a set of rules you could follow to get expected results? Well, those rules exist, and we will dive into each one deeply in this book so that you can finally channel the power given to one and all in deliberate ways to obtain specific results.
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A Very Arcane Book
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The Kybalion is no ordinary text. So arcane is it, that the authors simply identify themselves as "The Three Initiates" and nothing else. This isn't a matter of convenience to skirt the process of discovering the source of this book. It's purely by design. One of the first things you learn when you read this book is that there is nothing that isn't by design. In other words, the fact that you're reading this right now is because you're ready for the ancient wisdom within it. 

The Three Initiates elaborated as best as they could on the seven Hermetic principles. I will be explaining each principle in this book in the simplest way possible so that you will have a firm grasp on what they are and begin to work out for yourself how you can stop struggling against them and work with them, instead, to achieve a better life.
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The Law of Attraction
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Chances are you're already familiar with this law since you're reading up on Hermes' principles, which are about the process of converting consciousness and thought from a lower vibrational state of expression to a higher one. The point is for you to become aware of your power to create and to wield it deliberately. I say "deliberately" because whether you're aware of how the creation process works or not, you use it in your life every day. The trouble lies not in accessing this power, but in learning to channel it toward your specific goals in a scientific manner that all but guarantees your reality will change to match that which you hold in your mind.

The Universe is Mind. Master the mind and you have mastered your life. You have become a true Magus, able to affect that which happens in the physical universe using your thoughts. As far out as this idea may seem, it has gained traction over the years, and for a good reason. Endless lists of people, from actors to sportspeople to the average person, have at least one story to tell that supports this truth.
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The Hermetic Principles

[image: image]


All through the Kybalion, you will find truth and wisdom, which acts as a light shining on each principle so that you can better understand it and figure out the application of these laws. Some of these axioms include:

	The All is Mind: This means that all of life is Mental.

	As Above, So Below: This implies that everything takes place first on the higher plane of the Mind, and from there, all else that is physical takes its cue.

	Nothing Rests: Meaning everything is in constant motion and vibration. Even when it seems not to be the case, as in the solid chair upon which you sit, which feels very still right now.

	Everything is Dual: This is the divine paradox, in which everything is and is not. Polarity exists in all things. All things have their opposites, but at their very core, like and unlike aren't just alike. They are one. Opposites play out as being the same thing in nature, with their only difference being in degree. All extremes must meet. If you're following so far, this implies that there is no single truth, as each one is a half-truth. This implies that all things can be both true and false, and yet this paradox, like all others, can be reconciled.

	All Things Flow in and Out: There are tides to everything. It makes sense if you accept that all things are dual. There must be balance in the universe, and so the presence and absence of a condition or things coexist. What falls must rise, and vice versa. This is called the "pendulum swing" effect, and it manifests in all situations and things to the degree that if the pendulum swings to the left, it must also swing to the right, with rhythm being the compensating force.

	All Causes Have Effect: Following that, all effects have their cause. There's not a thing that happens outside the parameters of Universal Law. When something appears to be random or "happens by chance," that is simply a fancy way to mentally file away the aspects of the Law that we have not yet recognized. Also, while there are so many planes from which a cause may be derived, nothing and no one can escape the Law.

	Gender is in All Things: All things inherently possess Feminine and Masculine principles. This is something that happens on every plane of causation and effect.
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