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        “Brave women are not born from comfort zones. They are made in the fire.”

        CHERYL HALE
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      PIRATES ON THE PAGE ARE AWESOME. IN REAL LIFE, NOT SO MUCH. IF YOU OBTAINED THIS BOOK LEGALLY, THANK YOU! IF YOU’VE DOWNLOADED IT ANYWHERE ELSE, YOU’RE READING A STOLEN COPY WHICH PUTS THE AUTHOR’S ABILITY TO PUBLISH ON AT RISK. SHITTY MOVE.
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        * * *

      

      STEALING EBOOKS ISN’T A VICTIMLESS CRIME, AND IF YOU’RE DOWNLOADING THIS BOOK FROM ANYWHERE BUT A LICENSED RETAILER OR MY ARC TEAM, YOU’RE AN ASSHOLE. KNOCK IT OFF.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            DEAR READER,

          

        

      

    

    
      I fell in love with Taryn and Body in this lunchtime bite of a book. They’re both young and trying to figure out how to accomplish their goals while the world spins around and around them. I especially fell for Taryn and how she never gave up, never gave in. But she managed to keep ahold of her sense of humor and her belief that doing good brings good to you.

      I needed a character like her to remind me that we are our truest selves when we’re stepping out of comfort and into the fire. My dearest hope is that all of you are finding your way through the fires of life and into the bravery your souls contain.

      XoXo,

      Layne

      P.S. The romance between Bodhi and Taryn is standalone in this book, but a secondary plot will carry over into the next Mariposa book, which is "Touchdown Nebraska Daddy”. Each book is a standalone story with different couples.
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      It should be a walk in the park to wrangle Taryn Ellis. It’s more like a walk over a bed of nails.

      My job as a grad assistant hinges on training and managing the star women’s soccer striker for our school. After four years on the school’s winning men’s team as their goalkeeper, I know the pressures and temptations she faces. I’ve been there.

      Taryn Ellis is the party girl extraordinaire, and she stands between me and finishing a grad degree without crushing student loan debt. If I can keep her on the straight and narrow til the end of her senior season. If I can ensure she stays out of trouble for two more weeks.

      Is she difficult? Absolutely. But is this a task I can juggle? No sweat.

      What nobody warned me about? Taryn Ellis doesn’t get into trouble. She is trouble. The kind of trouble I can’t resist. Now the only thing this former goalie has in mind is getting her into my net and keeping her forever.
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        Taryn Ellis

      

      

      “Open net, Ellis! Open. Damn. Net!” The adage about college and pro coaches not yelling on sidelines may hold true during games, but scrimmages are a prime opportunity for the coaching staff to scream like banshees.

      Lately, it seems as if screaming at me is all they do. And I know it’s my own fault, alright? I’m not completely oblivious. Nor am I the type to lie to myself, hoping to avoid accountability.

      This is my senior year at the University of Mariposa, and I’ve been a starter on the women’s soccer team since the first game of my freshman year. So, maybe after all these years, I’ve let my confidence bleed into arrogance just a bit, but who would blame me? Coach Vanderman, clearly.

      The night before our season opener, I may have gone to a party on frat row, despite it being strictly forbidden. And while there, I might have drunk a little-lot of the party punch, also massively verboten. In my drunken stupor, I possibly—okay totally—challenged the university football team’s kicker into a field goal contest. Completely demolished him. And then went campus viral in a video someone caught of me peeing on the football field to mark ownership of him and his position.

      Yeah, yeah, yeah. Gross. Uh-huh. Sober Taryn agrees. Blitzed on vodka lemonades Taryn still thinks putting arrogant man-babies in their places and urinating on their pride is brilliant.

      So the sideline screaming? Well, that’s just the tip of the iceberg. I’m in serious dookie with my coach, my athletic director, and even the dean of the university himself. Lucky me.

      I lengthen my stride, the ball rolling ahead of my boots in the dewy early morning grass. I see the line the coach is yelling for. I didn't need his alert. I saw the space opening to make way for my shot almost before the keeper was in motion to make it. A month ago, I would have pulled out a skill move to finish the goal shot with a flourish. A Rabona, maybe. Or a Maradona spin. Something flashy that would remind everyone why I’m the untouchable face of the Mariposa King-ettes’ soccer team.

      Yeah, the King-ettes. Don’t ask me why the school decided, when Title Nine became a thing and women’s athletics began to grow, that they should girl-ify the university’s mascot, the Kings. Yet, here we are.

      And here I am, on a Tuesday morning, sweating before daybreak on a dew-soaked field getting screamed at by a coach who’s holding a grudge from shit that’s absolutely done and dusted. Not that I’m dumb enough to say that to him. Nope. I’m arrogant, not asinine. Instead of pulling a flash move, I simply drill the ball through the open space between our backup goalkeeper’s hip and the post. Lacy dives, but it’s a half-beat too late. The ball sails into the back of the net, and I peel off toward the sideline to grab a quick chug of electrolyte water.

      In a game, there’s no stopping to grab a drink, but scrimmages are just a chance for our second and first string to compete against each other and get ready for game day. Sometimes, it’s an opportunity for a backup player to move into a starting spot, but I never really worry too much about that. The school’s women’s team was a joke before I got here, and Coach Vanderman has been building it around me since I arrived.

      That’s not just me being arrogant. Part of my scholarship requires that during the off-seasons, I help his coaching staff with recruiting and scouting college-showcase soccer tournaments for talent to add to the team. I’m confident, after I graduate this upcoming spring, the team will continue to be a dominant force in our division. For three years, we’ve worked hard to convince bright, upcoming soccer stars to come to the University of Mariposa to play for the Kingettes.

      It’s arguable that I’m almost as good at persuasion off the field as I am on the pitch. Shenanigans aside. Vanderman’s been steadily pissed at me for weeks, though, and I’m starting to wonder what it’ll take to get him off my back. The season’s almost done, there’s virtually no chance we aren’t odds-on favorites to win the national championship, and I’m bored with being on my best behavior.

      And if a little piece of me is acting out because I’m unsure who I’ll be in four weeks when my collegiate career is over, well, who would blame me for that, either?
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