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			My Story

			I was born in Edmonton and grew up in four Alberta cities, but wound up calling Medicine Hat my hometown as I completed all of my high school years there. After that I worked for a year in a bank in Medicine Hat, and then decided against going to university as I wanted a career as a pilot. I worked for two years at CFRN television in Edmonton while I obtained a commercial pilot’s licence.

			I then joined the RCAF and spent seven years flying there, primarily on the C130 Hercules. After that I joined Air Canada where I flew a large variety of aircraft for thirty-one years.

			My life has been blessed, and greatly enriched, by my three wonderful children (one daughter and two sons), numerous grandchildren and now great-grandchildren.

			I had been raised in the church and it had been a positive experience, but in my teens it seemed to lose its relevance and so I just stopped attending church, and really didn’t think much more about it. I would have considered myself agnostic at that point.

			In my mid-thirties my wife accepted the Christian faith while we were visiting my brother in England. Now I had to sort out just what I believed. My brother gave me a copy of C.S. Lewis’s Mere Christianity. I thought that Lewis’s arguments for accepting the Christian faith were sound, but frankly more than that, I saw him as a highly intelligent well-educated man, and someone whose views were at the very least something to be taken seriously.

			At the time I was living in the Montreal suburb of Kirkland and my wife and I started attending the Anglican church in the community. We continued that way for a number of years before moving to Oakville, a suburb of Toronto, and attended an Anglican church in that area.

			I knew that I was going to have to retire at age sixty, so when I was fifty-two we moved out to North Saanich, just north of Victoria and near the Victoria airport, as that was where we would ultimately retire.

			When we lived in Kirkland I began a ministry of going to seniors’ groups and leading sing-a-longs with my guitar and vocals, playing pop music from the 1920s to the 1950s. I have carried that on to the present day.

			Two years prior to having to retire (which I really did not want to do), I found that I missed not having more education (but not enough to put up with a schedule of classes and exams). I decided that my two main areas of interest were physics and theology. I came to the conclusion that the most logical path for me was to read the books written by those with a solid background in these subjects. I found out fairly early on, after reading books by Brian Greene, Stephen Hawking and others, that I would not be able to get beyond a very basic conceptual understanding of physics.

			Theology however was different. I realized quite quickly that there were very different views on almost all aspects of the Christian faith. I began to devour books by Christian scholars as well as those who had rejected Christianity completely. I read the works of atheists like Richard Dawkins and Christopher Hitchens (whom I quite liked), and Christians such as C.S. Lewis and N.T. (Tom) Wright. I also was very interested in the work and life of John Polkinghorne, an award-winning British physicist, who in his forties re-trained and became an Anglican minister. After serving in a small parish, he lectured at Cambridge University. I was interested in him for his ability to blend his scientific knowledge and his Christian faith. Another scientist that I read was Francis Collins who led the Human Genome Project and combined his biological insights with his Christian faith.

			This book then is the culmination of my conclusions and beliefs after reading numerous books and articles by, and listening to the talks of, many different individuals with differing views. It is my intent to offer a book written by a non-scholar, but by one who was eager to learn about, and understand, the meaning of life.

			I very much want to give credit to my wonderful niece, a professional editor, who did a fantastic job of editing this book for me, making it immensely more readable.

			 

		

	
		
			Preface

			I am convinced that I can make a case for the rationality of the Christian faith, while being fully aware that it is a “faith”.

			I want to be clear that I am a layperson and have no formal education in Christianity, or in any other faith tradition. My beliefs are based on my extensive reading of those who do have formal training in the various fields that have had an impact on my beliefs. From the reading that I have done, I have had to come to my own conclusions about what I believe to be true. This is what I would like to share here.

			I would like to start off by stating that I see absolutely no conflict between Christianity and science. Simply put, Christianity deals with why things are the way they are, and science deals with how things came to be as they are. I have read several books written by scientists, both Christian and atheist, and have actually found that the two fields of study are not contradictory, but complementary, when studied with an open mind.

			My favourite theologian is N.T. Wright, whose life’s work has been the study of the Christian faith and understanding the context of the time and place in which the Bible was written. In his lectures he often says that about one third of what he is going to say will be wrong, but the problem is, he doesn’t know which third it is. I’m not sure where that leaves me, but what I write will simply represent my personal beliefs.

			This is not a book that requires reading from cover to cover. The first section covers the rationality of Christianity in five parts, and reading that first will help form the foundation for the various topics covered in the remainder of the book. There are many occasions where the same point is applicable to more than one subject and as a result is repeated in more than one section. After the first section there is no real continuity between the sections, and each section is a separate topic, and need not be read in order. Each section stands alone.

			Through all of my reading and my experiences, I have found that my Christian beliefs make sense of my life and the world in which I live in a way that no other philosophy or religion is able, or even comes close to being able, to do.

		

	
		
			Is The Christian Faith Rational?

			WHAT MIGHT THAT MEAN?

			1 Creation by Chance or Creative Intelligence?

			Why is there something instead of nothing? Why are we here, experiencing conscious life? Is there any point to all of this or are we simply the result of a fortunate coming together of basic particles? Why and how did life, and then conscious life, arise? How did right and wrong become part of conscious thought? Big questions.

			If we are simply in a world where all that exists is what we can perceive physically, then ultimately there is no point to our existence. This world will come to an end one way or another. Nothing that we know, or do, will ultimately matter. It will be as though we had never existed, so we might just as well live out our lives by getting the most we can from it. If, however, we are the result of a creative intelligence, then there is a strong possibility that this world, and our lives, do ultimately matter. Clearly the answer to this question matters a great deal. It is fundamental to the question of whether or not our lives have meaning and purpose, and if it is even worth considering what our meaning and purpose might be. That of course impacts our beliefs about how we conduct our lives.

			What, then, is the root cause of all this life? There are only two possibilities. The first is atheism, or more accurately the materialistic belief, where nothing exists beyond matter and consciousness arises from the interaction of matter. The second is the belief that our existence is the result of an external creative intelligence, which either is or is not involved in the world and/or in our lives.

			Many believe that science will one day tell us which possibility is the true one. It has certainly made incredible progress over the last decades. But is it the only way to understand our existence?

			John Polkinghorne, who passed away at the age of ninety in 2021, was an eminent British physicist and the winner of numerous awards in his field. In his mid-forties he stated that he felt he had contributed all he could to scientific enquiry and began his study of theology. He became an Anglican priest, and lectured at Cambridge University on the relationship between science and theology. In science, he saw a sign that pointed beyond itself. He wrote: “When you realize that the laws of nature must be incredibly finely tuned to produce the universe we see, that conspires to plant the idea that the universe did not just happen, but that there must be a purpose behind it.”

			However, science, with all of its discoveries, still cannot in a scientific way answer the question of why things are the way they are. Evolutionary theories, with all of the random mutations they posit, tell us nothing about whether the process was a result of mindless chance, or the result of a creative intelligence.

			Herbert Spencer coined the phrase “survival of the fittest”, which was subsequently used by Charles Darwin in his books. But if that is all there is to life, we would only be capable of caring about our own wellbeing, even at the expense of others. So why do we care about other people, even people we’ve never met and never will, including those of different races in foreign countries? Why do we intuitively know that there is a right and wrong?

			Evolutionary theory only concerns a process that resulted in the physical life we live, and in what we can see in other people and in other creatures. But physical life is not the only life we have. With many years behind me now, I have realized that my body is simply a physical tool that my consciousness, with its intelligence and senses, uses. My body is bit by bit breaking down. I can’t do physically what I used to do. My brain doesn’t function as well as it did. However, it remains that I am still just me – the same me I was at twenty. I have had to adjust to my deteriorating body. I have had many life experiences and have observed much of life, but I am still the same me. Biologists tell us that every cell that made up our bodies seven years ago is no longer part of our body. None of the cells that currently make up my body were part of my body seven years ago, but I am still the same me. A local garage that displays a sign with various pithy sayings recently had one that said: “I don’t mind getting old, but my body is taking it badly”. That rings true to me.

			In my discussions with atheists, I have often been told that consciousness is a part of the evolutionary process. However, clearly, Darwin’s theory concerned physical evolution. The idea that consciousness is simply a part of that process doesn’t make sense unless you assume that our consciousness is physical. I would contend that the idea that an intelligent consciousness can arise from mindless matter isn’t rational.

			I see science itself, with all of its beauty and coherence, actually pointing us towards a pre-existing intelligence. In my view it is more rational on these grounds alone to believe that we are the result of a creative intelligence.

			How do we explain the rise of consciousness in the first place? How do we explain our ability to think and act with empathy and altruism, and where did our capacity to love others come from? Why do we find a monarch butterfly beautiful? Why do we find music or art beautiful? Why do we find anything beautiful? Why can a comic strip bring us to laughter? Why do I care if someone in a distant land starves to death or not? Are we the result of a pre-existing intelligence or chance? Which answer is more rational?

			My personal conclusion is that the belief that we are here by chance borders on being irrational, and that the most rational conclusion is that we exist as a result of an external intelligence.

			2 Would Creative Intelligence Be Good or Evil?

			The title of this chapter asks a huge question. We live in an era when the vast majority of us can learn within hours, or even seconds, of events on the other side of the world. We read about the leaders of countries who are prepared to start wars knowing that thousands of their own people will die, along with those in the defending countries. We read about people who take their own life in order to kill others whom they hate. In addition to the suffering caused by humans, we can see natural disasters causing massive devastation – earthquakes, tsunamis, fires, hurricanes, etc.

			Maybe this is the result of an evil god.

			On the other hand, we observe people, either as individuals or as part of a group, sacrificing their lives and resources to help those suffering from tragedy, whether from natural causes or from the inhumanity of man. We see those that are even prepared to risk their own lives for disadvantaged groups in all corners of the world.

			Maybe this is the result of a good god.

			In our world, then, we witness both sides of this dichotomy. Are we facing a deity who is good or one that is evil? Our history and ancient texts tell us that this dichotomy has always been with us.

			When we see the suffering brought on by natural disasters, we can take the view that a deity is responsible and so must be evil. Or, we can look at the response of those who sacrifice their own wellbeing and even risk their lives to offer help and healing, and understand that we have a good deity.

			The same holds true for the evil done by humans. With that in mind, we can only conclude that we all have the freedom to choose between good and evil in our own lives. The question then becomes this: If we have a god that has given us free will, does that deity care which it is that we choose? This question carries us back to the main question of the chapter. Is this god good or evil?

			From my life experience – that is, from what I have both lived and observed – I conclude that the god that created us is a good god, and wants goodness from us. If this is not the case, then why do we find immeasurable joy when we hold our healthy newborn child in our arms? Why do we marvel at the beauty of a dahlia in full bloom? Why do we feel pleasure in all the beautiful things in nature, and even tend beautiful gardens for ourselves and others to enjoy? Why do we love our spouse, or our children, and know that the right thing to do is to love them more than ourselves, and value their lives over our own? Conversely, why do we feel badly when we see suffering, not only of the people we are close to, but of those in distant lands and other cultures?

			I realize that these emotions aren’t true for all people and that our feelings are subjective. I contend that deep down inside, and even though we often choose the opposite path, we know that we should be choosing goodness over evil. I contend that, even with the existence of evil, life is the result of a deity that is good and desires goodness from us.

			3 Is the Christian Faith Rational?

			With the information we have on hand then, and without looking at any holy books, I believe that we have concluded that belief in an intelligent creator that is good and desires goodness in us is, at the very least, rational.

			We can consider other world religions and draw our own conclusions, but in this book I am going to explore the rationality of the Christian faith in particular. There are many disagreements within the Christian church concerning just about everything, but ultimately all Christians agree that Christianity is founded on a deity who is good and cares about us.

			So, is Christian belief rational?

			Clearly the foremost resource we have to understand Christianity is the Bible. This of course raises the question of how to understand the Bible. This is no straightforward task. This
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