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SETTING
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This one act play takes place at Appiah’s beer bar, an old bar constructed with wood and roofed with thatch.

Furniture comprises some old chairs; a couple of drinks-tables; an old tape recorder and a weak doormat sprawling casually at the door.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CAST


[image: ]


APPIAH: Bar owner and also Speaker of Parliament.

KWAME: Member of Parliament.

KOFI: Member of Parliament.

TEACHER: Member of Parliament.

ASSEMBLYMAN: Member of Parliament.
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ACT I
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At Appiah’s beer bar. Kofi is already seated.

Enter KWAME.

––––––––
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APPIAH. [To Kwame] Today is Sunday. You’re supposed to be at church. Aren’t you the very person who got baptised just a year ago?  You made it categorically clear you wouldn't come here on Sundays to drink again. Don’t tell me Jesus refused to accept you.

––––––––
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KWAME. [Sitting down] Far from that. Jesus is a good man. He accepts all kinds of people. You know, He has a big heart. But you of all people should be glad I am here to drink as a usual customer. I think about you too. [Clears his throat] You need me just as I need you. You have to feed your family with this beer bar business. Or you want it closed down?
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APPIAH. [Shaking his head in disapproval] Not that. I don’t want your Jesus to think I snatched you away from Him. A friend of mine once told me He is a jealous God. He could be very dangerous. I don’t want to have any problem with Him.

––––––––
[image: ]


KWAME. [Smiling] Oh! Don’t let your mind bother you? You should be happy your once loyal customer is back to drink on Sunday. And this time round, it may continue for a while. I mean it. I need some time off. Not that I have issues with Jesus. Who am I to start a fight with Jesus. Am I crazy? It is the people He appointed as His so-called pastors I have issues with. [To Appiah] Pour me a glass of *akpeteshie.

––––––––
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[Appiah pours Kwame a glass of *akpeteshie].
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KOFI. [Bursting in] Hello-o-o-o! Don’t tell me Father Clement is behind the reason why you stopped attending church. He sacked you?
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KWAME. [Takes a swig of the *akpeteshie, beats his chest, puffing] Point of correction; I never said I have been sacked from that church. I’m on a catholical leave.
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KOFI. [Confused] Catholical leave! And what is that?
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KWAME. [Miserably] I need a fresh mind to rethink whether I did the right thing by attending that church that killed Jesus. [Looking through the window with indifference].
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APPIAH. [Dazed] And where did you get that one from? Which church killed Jesus? Don’t be ridiculous!
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KWAME. [Tapping his feet] You think I am cooking things up, don’t you? I have enough evidence. In fact, thousand and one evidences.
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KOFI. [Raising eyebrows] Oh! You’re serious. Someone is on a catholical leave after all. You have something under your sleeves then. [Clears his throat hoarsely]. The elders were right for saying that the man who has insulted his pastor is indeed not afraid of the judgement day.
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KWAME. Yes, I do have evidence. If a blind man tells you he will hurl a stone at you, then he is definitely standing on one already.

––––––––
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APPIAH. Alright. Give me all the juicy *fila. I want to know who killed your poor Jesus. I want all the details
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	Thou shall not drink *akpeteshie

	Thou shall not smoke tobacco

	Thou shall not chew cola nuts

	Thou shall not sleep with any woman unless you have paid for her bride price

	Thou shall attend mass service every Sunday

	Thou shall say your “Hail Mary” prayers everyday

	Thou shall not gossip about church members

	Thou shall not fight in public

	Thou shall not run away from communion service

	Thou shall not visit the shrine of Antoa

	Thou shall take good care of your children.
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