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Introduction

Pastors are the busiest people in our country.

According to my research, that statement is a fact. Of course, my research is not scientific, but I believe it to be accurate. My most trusted research data comes from my wife. She says we’re the busiest people in our country, and I always listen to my wife!

I know, firsthand, all the many different directions we are pulled, every single day. There’s hospitals to visit, weddings to officiate, and funerals to preach. There’s families to counsel, new believers to disciple, and leaders to train. There’s worship services to plan, toilets to unclog, and light bulbs to be replaced. And some of us have these things to do WHILE working another job – doing the bi–vocational thing. There’s enough stuff going on to keep us busy twenty–five hours a day, eight days a week.

Oh yeah, and there’s sermons to prepare. We’ve got to work that in with all the other things vying for our attention. The one thing most of us feel to be our primary purpose, our calling – preaching the Word of God – has to compete with everything else for the one finite element in all of this. Time.

As a seminary student, I remember hearing someone say a pastor should dedicate an hour of preparation to every minute of his sermon. At the time, I thought that was an unreal amount of time to spend in sermon prep. Now, years and sermons later, I can’t even grasp the thought. If our average sermon length is thirty minutes, that equates to thirty hours of prep! For those who have a Sunday night message to prepare, and maybe one for Wednesday night, well, that doesn’t exactly leave time for much else.

There may be some of you who have that luxury of time, but for most of us, that amount of time is simply not there. So we do the best we can with the time we’ve got, and trust God to make something useful from our efforts. And our gracious and merciful Lord often does.

But we want to do better. We want to present our people with well–prepared messages. Messages that will not only fill a thirty minute time slot, but will also feed them spiritually, lift their hearts, convict them of their sin, and call them into a new or deeper walk with the Lord.

That’s why I’ve put this series together. These Sermon Outlines for Busy Pastors books are for those of you who can identify with any of the above. I want to give you something to build on. Something that’s been studied through, that gives you a head–start for your messages this Sunday. Something that will help you make the most of your limited time.

I don’t make any claims these are the best sermon outlines you’ll ever see. They may not be on par with anything you’ve prepared yourself. But they have all been studied over, prayed over, and preached. The outlines are complete, compiled from the sermon notes I take into the pulpit each week. Take them as a whole, or use them to spur your thoughts in other directions.

Another thing I remember hearing in seminary is: “The Bible, the Word of God, has been preached by many, many preachers for two thousand years. You’re probably not going to preach anything that hasn’t been preached before.” I would say that is an accurate statement. We’re influenced by the preachers and sermons we hear. God speaks to us through them. And He may speak those same words through us in our messages to others. I know that’s true sometimes in my case and I’m fairly certain that’s true for most pastors. And I’m sure many sermons you’ll find here bear the marks of those preachers I’ve heard or read.

Nevertheless, I offer these sermon outlines to you. Use them for your benefit and for the glory of our Lord. I pray this book, and the entire series, provides you with a tool to help you make the most of your time. And to make much of Jesus Christ.

Preach the Word!
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Palm Sunday

Jesus is Not Always What We Want Him to Be

Mark 11:1-10

I. Intro

A. Traditionally, today is known as Palm Sunday.

1. Palm Sunday commemorates the Sunday before Jesus' crucifixion.

2. Jesus made His final trip into Jerusalem.

3. He would not leave Jerusalem again until He was killed, buried, and risen from the dead.

 

II. Let's go back to that Sunday by reading about it in the Bible.

A. Read Mark 11:1-10.

1. Jesus sent two disciples ahead of Him to get a colt - donkey to ride in to Jerusalem on.

2. They found the donkey and got permission to take it to Jesus.

3. When they got the donkey back to Jesus, they put their tunics on it to make a saddle.

4. Then Jesus got on the donkey and rode it into Jerusalem.

5. This seems strange to us that Jesus rode a donkey into town, but He had His reasons.

B. Jesus riding a donkey into Jerusalem was the fulfillment of an old prophecy about the Messiah.

1. Who is the Messiah?

2. The Messiah was to be God's deliverer promised for centuries.

3. One of the prophecies is found in the Old Testament book of Zechariah.

C. Read Zechariah 9:9.

1. This was written 500 years before Palm Sunday.

2. Thee Jewish people would be familiar with this prophecy.

3. They knew about Jesus.

4. They knew His claims.

5. They had seen Him do miraculous things.

6. Now they see Him riding a donkey into Jerusalem, just like they had been told for 500 years.

7. They understood what Jesus was claiming.

8. He was saying He was the Messiah.

D. The crowd went nuts.

1. They laid their tunics on the road for Jesus to ride across.

2. They took branches and spread them on the road.

3. They waved them in the air.

4. They started chanting.

5. They were saying "Praise God" – Hosanna.

6. They anticipated Jesus setting up a new Kingdom like David's.

7. That all happened on Sunday.

E. Here's what the crowd was saying Friday morning.

1. Read Mark 15:9-15.

2. "Crucify Him! Crucify Him!"

F. What happened in those 5 days that changed the mind of the crowd?

1. Jesus was not who they wanted Him to be!

G. The Jewish people were oppressed and insulted to have the Romans occupying the land God had given them.

1. They thought of the Romans as Gentile dogs.

2. The Messiah was supposed to, in their minds, set them free from Roman occupation.

H. But the Romans wouldn't even acknowledge who Jesus was.

1. In fact, they were going to kill Him.

2. That wouldn't happen to the real Messiah, would it?

3. If He was the Messiah, He was a failure at it.

I. And He was going to die on a cross!

1. Deuteronomy 21:23 says anyone dying on a cross is cursed.

2. Read Deuteronomy 21:23.

3. Not only was Jesus a failure, He was a cursed failure.

4. There's no way they could see how Jesus could be the Messiah.

5. But see, they missed the Real Jesus, the Real Messiah.

J. They missed it because Jesus was not who they wanted Him to be.

1. Jesus was, and is, the Messiah.

2. But they missed it because He didn't fit in their "Messiah box."

 

III. Here's the thing.

A. People today are still missing Jesus because He doesn't fit their box.

1. We still want Jesus to be who we want Him to be.

B. We want Jesus to be our problem solver.

1. We get ourselves into a mess.

2. We try everything we can think of to get out of this mess.

3. Which usually leads to a deeper mess with more messes created.

4. And then we cry out to Jesus.

5. "Get me out of this mess."

6. "Solve all my problems, most very stupid and brought on by myself."

7. We want our Messiah to clean up our messes.

C. We want Jesus to be our avenger.

1. Someone has gotten on our bad side.

2. We don't like the way they talk to us or ignore us.

3. They may have done some really bad things.

4. And we want them to get payback.

5. And isn't that what Jesus does, pay back those who bother us?

6. We want our Messiah to fight our fights.

D. We want Jesus to be our ATM.

1. Some of the messes we've created for ourselves involve money.

2. So we need a bail out.

3. Or we've got our eye on that new Xbox 361.

4. Or that Ford F-155.

5. We really don't have the means to get those things.

6. So we beg Jesus to give us the money to get the stuff we want.

7. We want our Messiah to be a Loan Shark.

E. We want Jesus to turn back time.

1. Some of our messes can't be easily cleaned up.

2. We've really hurt someone in the past.

3. So we want our Messiah to wipe out minds.

F. We want Jesus to look the other way.

1. We've got some temptations that are pulling us in.

2. There's some things we'd like to do that are not altogether right.

3. Really, could it be that big a deal if I do (blank)?

4. So we want a Messiah who doesn't hold us accountable.

 

IV. Many times, that's what we want our Messiah to be.

A. Just like the Jewish people in Jerusalem, we've got our own ideas of who the Messiah should be.

1. And when He doesn't live up to our expectations, we are sorely disappointed.

 

V. But that's not who the Messiah is.

A. Like the people on Palm Sunday, we need to get a grip on who Jesus is.

1. There are times when Jesus will step in and supernaturally intervene.

2. But those times are not just for our benefit.

3. They're to show us who Jesus really is.

4. And when He decides not to intervene, that doesn't change who He is.

 

VI. As the Messiah, this is who Jesus is.

A. Jesus is God incarnate.

1. He is God come to walk among His Creation.

2. He is not somebody at our disposal to be our genie in a bottle.

3. He is God.

4. We want to know who God is and how He acts?

5. We can see Jesus and know God.

B. As the Messiah, Jesus is the true World Changer.

1. The entire history of the universe hinges on Him.

2. The world has been totally transformed because the Messiah came.

C. As Messiah, Jesus didn't come just to solve our problems, He came to save us from our problems.

1. And our main problem is that we have rebelled against and sinned against the holy, magnificent God.

2. All our problems stem from rebellion against God.

3. And Jesus, our Messiah, came to save us from the consequences of our sin and rebellion.

4. That Friday, when they yelled, "Crucify Him, Crucify Him" they did.

5. But His death was not for naught.

6. It was His death that made us right with our holy, magnificent God.

7. He saved us from the primary problem we all have: we're sinners.

8. By His death on the cross, our Messiah has made a way for us to come to God.

9. Is He truly your Messiah?





What About the Resurrection?

1 Corinthians 15:12-19

I. Intro

A. Today is probably the most high and holy day in the Christian world.

1. Of course, today is Easter.

2. As Christians, we celebrate an unprecedented event.

3. We celebrate a once-in-an-eternity event.

4. We celebrate a unique never-before, and never-since event.

B. We call it the resurrection.

1. The event we celebrate is Jesus rising from the dead.

2. We all know the story, I think.

3. Jesus Christ was executed on a cross, crucified, on a Friday, roughly 2000 years ago.

4. He died and His dead body was taken off the cross.

5. His dead body was hustled into a tomb before nightfall, the beginning of the Sabbath.

C. On Sunday, when His friends went to properly prepare His body, they found something extraordinary.

1. The tomb where they had buried Jesus was empty.

2. And before the day was over, most of Jesus' friends had witnessed an outlandish occurrence.

3. They had seen Jesus alive!

4. The Jesus they saw die on Friday was living and breathing on Sunday.

5. They saw Him.

6. They talked with Him.

7. Jesus was alive!

D. Twenty or so years after that, the Apostle Paul visited the Greek city, Corinth.

1. He started a new church there with those who became followers of the risen Jesus.

2. He spent almost two years with the Corinthians, teaching them everything he knew.

3. At some point after he left, Paul wrote a letter back to the church at Corinth.

4. His letter contained answers to questions the Corinthians had.

E. A question seemed to pop up among the Corinthians.

1. And it was a question of the utmost importance.

2. What about the resurrection?

3. Maybe some of them had doubts about the resurrection.

4. Maybe outside influences caused them to question the validity of the resurrection.

5. Whatever may have caused some of them to question the resurrection, Paul had an answer for them.

6. The answer is in 1 Corinthians 15.

7. We're going to read a portion of that chapter: 1 Corinthians 15:12-19.

8. Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-19.

F. So let's get into the question.

1. And let's see what Paul's response means.

2. What about the resurrection?

 

II. Why does there have to be a resurrection?

A. That's a valid question.

1. Why does there even have to be a resurrection?

2. Can't we have our Christianity without stooping into the supernatural?

3. Can't we be a little bit more logical and practical about all this?

4. Wouldn't more people become Christians if there wasn't the resurrection thing hanging over the church?

5. Why does there have to be a resurrection?

B. The credibility of Christianity rests on the resurrection.

1. Read 1 Corinthians 15:13-15.

2. Christianity is unique among all the religions of the world.

3. Probably the most unique thing about Christianity is the resurrection.

4. We believe our God, in Jesus, gave Himself to death and took back His own life: He lives!

5. Christianity rises or falls on the resurrection.

6. If Jesus is not resurrected, then nothing else matters.

7. Preaching doesn't matter.

8. Faith doesn't matter.

9. Hope doesn't matter.

10. Our faith, our salvation, and our eternity hinge on the resurrection.

11. Without the resurrection, there is no Christianity.

C. The teaching and preaching of Christians for 2000 years rests on the resurrection.

1. For 2000 years, the Gospel of Jesus Christ has been proclaimed and taught.

2. For 2000 years, people have believed.

3. Without the resurrection, 2000 years has been totally wasted.

4. Christianity, without the resurrection, is impotent.

5. The teaching and preaching of Christian beliefs rests on the resurrection.

D. Our faith rests on the resurrection.

1. For 2000 years, people have believed in the resurrected Jesus.

2. Christianity is more than a belief in a good person who may have lived 2000 years ago.

3. Christianity is the belief in a God who came as a human in Jesus.

4. That this Jesus lived a perfect life. 

5. That this Jesus died on a cross as our substitute.

6. And that this Jesus and rose from the dead.

7. If there's no resurrection, then our faith is misplaced.

8. There's really nothing to place our faith on or in.

9. Our faith rests on the resurrection.

E. Our right-standing with God rests on the resurrection.

1. Jesus died on the cross for our sin.

2. He paid the price for our sin.

3. He was our substitute in paying the price for our sin.

4. If there's no resurrection, then Jesus, who said He would rise again, cannot be trusted.

5. Without the resurrection, everything Jesus ever said is called into question.

6. Our forgiveness and right-standing with God rests on the resurrection.

F. Our eternal life and hope rests on the resurrection.

1. If the resurrection is true, than Jesus proved He is the Conqueror of death.

2. His promise of eternal life is valid.

3. But if there's no resurrection, His promise is faulty.

4. Our eternal life rests on the resurrection.

 

III. How do we know there was a resurrection?

A. Here's what Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:4-8.

1. Read 1 Corinthians 15:4-8.

B. The apostles testified they saw Jesus alive.

1. The twelve apostles saw a living Jesus.

2. Immediately after the Crucifixion, the Apostles went into hiding.

3. They thought it was all over.

4. But on Easter Sunday, Jesus showed up.

5. They talked with Him.

6. Later, they died for Him.

7. Would you die for a lie?

8. I don't think the Apostles did, either.

9. They stood in the face of persecution and faced execution.

10. All because they knew what they were saying was true!

C. 500 people saw Jesus alive.

1. Paul said 500 people saw Jesus alive, at one time.

2. 500 witnesses.

3. And at the time Paul wrote 1 Corinthians, he said most of those 500 were still alive.

4. He was saying, "If you don't believe me, there's almost 500 people still alive who saw Jesus and will back me up!"

D. Paul saw Jesus alive.

1. The Corinthians knew Paul very well.

2. They spent years with him and knew his character and teaching.

3. And he was a living witness of a Jesus who is alive.

E. Churches are filled everywhere today to celebrate the resurrection.

1. We're here today to testify to a living Jesus.

2. I've met Him.

3. I've felt His presence.

4. I know He's alive.

 

IV. What does the resurrection mean for us?

A. Our sin is forgiven.

1. The resurrection means Jesus was good on His promises.

2. He promised He would rise again, and He did.

3. Therefore, His entire body of teaching is valid.

4. I am forgiven.

5. I am free from sin and its penalty.

B. Our present is right.

1. Since Jesus paid for my sins, I'm now right with God.

2. Jesus met the requirements for me, a sinner and sinful.

3. Since Jesus satisfied God's wrath for my sin, I'm in right-standing with God.

4. He accepts me.

C. Our future is secure.

1. The grave is empty.

2. Jesus is alive.

3. Death has no hold on Him.

4. He has conquered death.

5. He says if I believe in Him, I have eternal life.

6. I believe, and by Him overcoming death, I do have eternal life.

 

V. The important question for the hour.

A. Do you believe there was there a resurrection?

1. Do you believe Jesus?

2. Do you trust Him?





Hard to Believe

Luke 24:1-7

I. Intro

A. I've got a few pictures to show you.

1. This is the first electronic computer. (I displayed some pictures of the ENIAC computer.)

2. It was called the ENIAC.

3. It was turned on in 1947.

4. That was the computer of yesterday.

B. This is the computer of today.

1. (I held up an iPhone here.)

2. Just a little bit different.

3. You carry this in your pocket.

4. If you compare the iPhone to the ENIAC:

a. The iPhone is almost 10,000 times more complex.

b. The iPhone is 2000 times smaller.

c. The iPhone is 10,000,000 times faster.

d. The iPhone consumes 200,000 times less power.

e. The iPhone is over 10,000 times cheaper!

C. Here's what some people said about computers back in the "ole days."

1. "Computers in the future may weigh no more than 1.5 tons." - Popular Mechanics, 1949 

2. "I think there is a world market for maybe five computers." - Thomas Watson, chairman of IBM, 1943 

3. "I have traveled the length and breadth of this country and talked with the best people, and I can assure you that data processing is a fad that won't last out the year." - The editor in charge of business books for Prentice Hall, 1957 

4. "There is no reason anyone would want a computer in their home." - Ken Olson, president, chairman and founder of Digital Equipment Corp., 1977

D. They found it hard to believe that computers would be practical for everyday people.

1. They couldn't wrap their mind around something they couldn't imagine.

2. It just didn't seem possible.

 

II. It's the same for some people when you talk about the resurrection.

A. Read Luke 24:1-7.

1. Some people just can't wrap their mind around something this wild.

2. That someone was dead for three days and then lived again.

3. They've never experienced dead people rising and so they have no concept of it.

4. It just doesn't seem possible that someone can come alive again after being dead.

B. They have questions.

1. And you may have questions.

2. Why do you Christians insist on the resurrection of Jesus?

3. Why do you have to believe in a scientifically unproven occurrence?

4. Isn't Jesus dying for your sins complete without a resurrection?

5. Why bring this supernatural stuff into the conversation?

6. What difference does the Resurrection make?

C. If you have questions, hang with me for a few minutes.

1. Because I have a question for you.

2. What if the resurrection of Jesus is true?

 

III. If the resurrection is true, then all the words of Jesus are true.

A. Jesus said He would be resurrected.

1. Read Matthew 17:22-23.

2. Jesus told it just as it would happen, before it happened.

3. Now that's a pretty bold statement, isn't it.

4. I mean you tell people you're going to be killed but you're going to live again.

5. If you can pull that off, then you can pull anything off.

B. And He did!

1. If what He said about the resurrection is true, then we can trust Him in everything He said.

2. "I am the way, the truth, and the life ..."

3. If the resurrection is true then we can trust everything Jesus ever said.

4. Him dying in our place – we can believe it.

5. Him preparing a place for us in heaven – we can believe it.

 

IV. If the resurrection is true, then God's power is really infinite.

A. If someone rises from the dead, it must take some kind of supernatural power.

1. Read Romans 1:3-4.

2. It was by the unbelieveable, amazing, infinite power of God that Jesus came back from the dead.

B. If God has that kind of power then He can do this.

1. Read 1 Corinthians 15:51-57.

2. For the believer, death has been conquered.

3. For the believer, we have victory over sin.

4. If the resurrection is true, then we can count on God to give us victory.

 

V. If the resurrection is true, then we can know we are loved and valued by God.

A. How does the resurrection tie into God's love for us?

1. Read 1 John 3:16.

2. Jesus gave up his life because of His love for us.

3. And He rose again to see His love through.

B. You are greatly loved by God.

1. You are highly valued by Jesus.

2. You may struggle with love, but Jesus doesn't.

3. You may think you aren't valuable, but God does.

4. If the resurrection is true, then there is a God who thinks the world of you.

5. Enough to die and rise again.

 

VI. So, is the Resurrection true?

A. Read 1 Corinthians 15:3-9.

1. He was seen alive by Peter and the Apostles.

2. He was seen by 500 people at one time.

3. He was seen by James and Paul.

4. There's 514 people who can testify that Jesus was dead and then alive again.

B. And then there's this.

1. I know Jesus is alive.

2. I know what's He's done for me.

3. I feel His presence.

4. I talk to Him.

5. I see Him working.

C. The resurrection is true!

1. That means Jesus is still alive.

2. That means there is a way for forgiveness.

3. That means you can know Him, too.





What Will You Do With Christ?

Matthew 27:11-22

I. Intro

A. Our entire life is one of decisions.

1. What will I wear? What will I eat? What will I watch on TV?

2. Will I go to church? You had to make that decision this morning.

3. Every once in a while you make a crucial decision.

4. Should I buy a house? Should I take this job?  Should I get married?

5. Some decisions are simple. Most are not very critical to our lives.

6. But every once in a while we're faced with a major decision.

7. These major decisions affect us for many years or the rest of our life.

B. Let's read the Bible where some crucial decisions were made.

1. Read Matthew 27:11-22.

2. In our passage, we have the trial of Jesus, standing before Pilate.

3. Pilate questions Jesus after He's dragged in by the mob of Pharisees and Jews.

C. After questioning Jesus Pilate goes before the mob.

1. He asks them a question, a very critical question.

2. That question rings out over 2000 years to today.

3. "What shall I do with Christ?"

D. What will you do with Christ?

1. Of all the decisions you make in your life, this is the most important question you will ever face.

2. This is more important than who you marry, where you work, or what will you do with your money.

3. What will you do with Christ?

E. We're going to look at how several different people answered this question.

1. They were all faced with this question during this time.

2. As we look as these people this morning, remember the question, "What will you do with Christ?

 

II. Will you do as Peter?

A. Peter was one of Jesus' closest disciples, and outspoken.

1. He was part of Jesus' inner circle.

2. In Matthew 16 Jesus asked "Who do men say that I am?"

3. Then He asked, "Who do you say that I am?" Peter said "You are the Christ, the Son of God."

4. Peter knew who Jesus was. Peter was a believer, a Christian.

5. In chapter 26, at the Last Supper, Jesus told his disciples that he would soon be arrested and He knew the disciples would scatter.

6. Peter said he wouldn't, no matter what.

B. But in verses 70,72, and 74 what do we see Peter doing?

1. Denying, even cussing.

2. What did Peter do with Christ?

3. He denied Him.

4. He disassociated himself with Jesus.

5. When he got around the lost people who had rejected Christ, he acted just like them.

C. What will you do with Christ?

1. We have many Christians who fall into the same pattern as Peter.

2. Like Peter, in the presence of other Christians, they take a stand for Jesus.

3. In church on Sunday morning they're strong Christians.

4. But Monday morning they go out and deny Christ with their lives.

5. They go out into the world and look like the world and act like the world and talk like the world.

6. Nobody would know they had a relationship with the God of all the Universe.

D. What do they do with Christ?

1. They leave Him in the church house on Sunday.

2. They deny that He can make a real difference in life.

3. They like the warm fuzzies on Sunday, but, by golly, they have to work in the real world.

4. What will you do with Christ? Will you do like Peter?

E. By the way, Peter was restored.

1. He went running to the empty tomb. He saw Jesus on the shore and dove in to get to Him.

2. You can be restored, too. You go running back to Him and He will take you back.

 

III. Will you do as Pilate?

A. In 27:14 Pilate marveled at Jesus.

1. He was amazed at Jesus.

2. He saw something in Jesus he had not seen in other men.

3. In John 19 the Jews told Pilate Jesus claimed to be the Son of God.

4. Pilate was said to be afraid. Pilate was confronted with the Son of God.

B. In v. 24, Pilate saw a riot was about to break out.

1. He had to make a choice.

2. Choose Jesus or deny Him to save himself trouble.

3. Pilate made his choice. It was Jesus or the world, and Pilate chose the world.

C. There are people in this community, in this church, who have been confronted with Jesus.

1. They have heard the gospel.

2. They have felt the Holy Spirit tug at their hearts.

3. They've seen the power of Christ change lives.

D. But they see the world.

1. They see the things their sinful hearts desire and they have rejected Jesus.

2. Having Jesus in their lives would cause too much trouble in their lives.

E. What will you do with Christ?

1. Will you be seduced by the world?

2. Is Jesus in your life too much trouble?

3. Will you be like Pilate?

4. Will you go with the Crowd or go with Christ?

5. What will you do with Christ?

 

IV. Will you do as the multitude?

A. We see in our passage the multitude standing before Pilate.

1. It's nasty. The crowd is in a frenzy.

2. Pilate offers them a choice.

B. They can choose Barabbas.

1. Barabbas is in prison. He was known by all. Scripture tells us he was a murderer and a robber.

2. That is one choice.

C. The other choice they have is Jesus.

1. Just a few days earlier, they had sang the praises of Jesus as He entered Jerusalem.

2. They had seen Him heal people, marveled at His teaching, seen His sinless life.

D. They had their choice, Barabbas or Jesus.

1. A man of sin or a man of God. Evil or good.

2. They made their choice.

3. They rejected Jesus.

E. We have the multitude all around us today.

1. When given the choice of a life of sin or Jesus, they reject Jesus.

2. The temporary life of sin is more important than an eternal life with Jesus.

3. Everybody's doing it and they want to do it, too.

4. They live for the moment, without considering the end.

F. What will you do with Christ?

1. Will you keep going down the same road that comes to an abrupt end one day?

2. Will you do like the multitude and choose sin over Jesus?

3. What will you do with Christ?

 

V. Will you do as the thief?

A. Turn to Luke 23:39-43.

1. We see a sinner dying on a cross.
 
2. He realized that he was a sinner.

3. It took staring at death to open his eyes.

4. He knew he was getting what he deserved.

5. He was seeing what Romans tells us, "the wages of sin is death..."

B. But he saw Jesus and he recognized Him as Lord.

1. He confessed with his mouth that Jesus was Lord.

2. He cried out to Jesus.

3. And Jesus heard him.

4. He saw his faith and gave him eternal life.

C. There are some of us here today that knows what the thief knew.

1. We know Jesus Christ is the Son of God. We know He died for our sins. We know He loves us.

2. We've cried out to Jesus. We've confessed Him as Lord. We've been saved and we know Him.

 

VI. What will you do with Christ?

A. Will you keep denying Him like Peter?

1. Will you choose the desires of the world like Pilate?

2. Will you follow the crowd like the multitude?

3. Or will you choose to believe and accept Christ today?

4. What will you do with Christ?





What the Resurrection Means to You

Luke 24:1-12; 1 Peter 1:3-5

I. Intro

A. Read Luke 24:1-12.

1. We love to read this passage on Easter morning.

2. We love to read of the empty tomb.

3. We shout "Hallelujah" when we read of the resurrection.

4. He is not here!

5. He is risen!

6. Jesus is alive!

7. Jesus went into the grave a dead, lifeless body.

8. But He came out alive.

B. Jesus was truly resurrected.

1. But what does that mean to us?

2. How does the resurrection affect us?

3. What can the resurrection mean in our lives?

C. To find this out, I want us to look at another passage in the Bible.

1. I want us to look at the book of 1 Peter, the book written by the apostle.

2. This is the Peter who said He would never leave Jesus' side.

3. This is the Peter who denied Jesus, not once, not twice, but three times.

4. This is the Peter who wept bitterly.

D. But this is the Peter who experienced the power of the resurrection in his life.

1. He was restored by Jesus.

2. If anyone would know the power of the resurrection, it was Peter.

3. If this Peter could be restored by the power of the resurrection, so can you.

4. Let's see what His writing tells us we have by the power of the resurrection.

5. Read 1 Peter 1:3-5.

 

Because of the resurrection, we have ...

 

II. A new birth into a living hope (v. 3).

A. A New Birth.

1. You ever said, "If I had that to
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