


EPILOGUE


THEIR MESSEGE TO ZACK

When Zack Snyder revealed HBO Max’s plan to release the Snyder Cut of Justice League, he gave this book its best possible ending. The announcement provided closure to the three-year-long fight to convince Warner Bros. to collaborate with Snyder once again. And it personally gave me a celebratory punctuation mark to place at the end of this narrative. The victory lap has been run. The story of the RTSC movement has now been told.


That wasn’t always going to be the case. Prior to Snyder’s historic May 20, 2020, event, I wrote this book with an open-ended but optimistic finale. And at the time, I came up with an idea that I’m choosing to retain, even though the story has a concrete ending. Back before the Snyder Cut announcement, I turned the book’s conclusion over to the people whose emotional, mental, and physical contributions made this journey possible: Zack Snyder’s passionate fans. The perpetual uncertainty swirling around the status of Snyder’s cut forced me to pivot, midproject, and make Release the Snyder Cut less about the actual movie (which we feared we might never see) and more about the people fighting for it. Why do they do it? What keeps them engaged? What have they accomplished so far? I hope the book answered those questions and raised a few more.


The last word, however, should still belong to the RTSC community. That feels right. So I asked the Release the Snyder Cut family members to send me messages they’d want Zack Snyder to read. I wanted them to have an opportunity to tell him what his films mean, what the movement means, and how both have affected them in their daily lives. They spoke from the heart. I’ve amplified their voices. This is what they had to say:


Eduardo Candelaria: “Thank you, Zack, for saving my life. I wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t for Batman v Superman. You literally gave me a reason to keep going with my life, that the brighter stars shine in the darkest nights. Thank you for inspiring me to be better, to do better. You’re a role model for me. I love you and your films. Thank you, Zack Snyder. #ReleaseTheSnyderCut.”


Jack Farrelly: “I don’t know how to put into words how much you’ve changed my life…. Everything you put into your work has inspired me to think deeper for everything I do. All forms of media must evolve to stay relevant and to do better, whether that involves modernizing mythology or holding a mirror to society and politics. It all adds so much more to a movie or book that some fail to realize. None of this even begins to tell you how much you inspire me, and I could go on forever. Thank you, Zack Snyder.”


Julius Tora: “I’d like to say that Man of Steel and Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice came at a pivotal time in my life. I was battling a mental illness diagnosed as clinical depression. And the weight of the world was crushing me beneath it. Then I saw your Superman—not lighthearted, but heavy-hearted by the world, and it clicked to me that I can be like Super-man and survive the weight of the world too…. Thank you so very much. I believe in your art, and I believe in the Snyder Cut.”


Jacob Sackleh: “Zack Snyder. Through Batman v Superman and Man of Steel, you permanently changed the way I view these characters, the comic book film genre, and comic books as a whole. Batman v Superman is an absolute masterpiece that will always hold a special place in my heart. Thank you for giving so much of yourself to this arc for these characters and in turn giving me such remarkable films that only become richer and deeper every time I watch them.”


Daryn Kirscht: “You are the single biggest inspiration in my life and have made a significant positive impact on my life. I will be forever grateful for it. You and your films have given my life a much greater sense of meaning, understanding, and importance. Your films, particularly Man of Steel and BvS, have completely altered and enhanced the way I view films—thank heavens!… To you and your amazing cast and crew, I say: Thank you for giving me and the rest of your fans an ideal to strive toward and, for the record, #ReleaseTheSnyderCut.”


Eric Blake: “Mr. Snyder, it’s truly been an honor to take part in all these efforts to help ensure that you’ll be able to see your vision through. As it stands, your Man of Steel and Batman v Superman: Ultimate Edition have both filled me with a deep passion and interest for these comic characters I didn’t have before…. Your works have opened my mind to new horizons—and to that end, I wish to do whatever it takes to help ensure that you will reach the horizons once denied you, yourself. Thank you so much, sir, for doing what you do. Here’s to the release of your Justice League—and God willing, your Justice League 2, and beyond.”


Sam Martin: “Thank you for Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice. When I could no longer cope in this new world, this film gave me back hope and control again. I fight for the Snyder Cut because you fought for me, and I want to feel that light again.”


Richard Lynn: “I remember sitting in the movie theater watching Zack Snyder’s Watchmen back in 2009 in Manhattan. I loved everything about it and had never seen a comic book come to life quite like this. The colors, characters, and imagery…. I remember walking out of the theater thinking Zack Snyder needs to do Justice League. Years later (especially after MOS and BVS), I still think he needs to do Justice League. #ReleaseTheSnyderCut.”


Thomas Gemmell: “I like all superhero and comic book movies, but many of them are about the humans dealing with their skills or powers. Lacking superpowers, I can’t relate, although I can enjoy the thrill ride. Man of Steel and Batman v Superman are thrill rides which are really about characters struggling with mortality, love, family, friendship, identity, regrets, loss, grief, and the battle to be better. In short, they are about what it’s like to live life as a human. I can relate to that. Thanks, Zack.”


Kyle Ericksen: “I knew Zack was something special and unique when I walked out of that theater the FIRST of many times seeing Dawn… then 300 came along and flipped my world upside down in the best way possible, and I never looked at movies the same after that…. Thank you again Zack for your out-of-this-world filmmaking style and movies.”


Keith Davis: “Zack, your interpretations of my childhood-favorite DC characters have been amazing (as the theatrical release of JL should’ve been). Awaiting the release of Zack Snyder’s JL has truly been one of my superhero-life’s passions. When I’m finally able to see it, it will be one of the milestones of my superhero life. Many thanks to you for making my super-hero dreams come true. Good luck to you with this and all future endeavors. Be safe and be well.”


Scott McClellan: “While I talked elsewhere about how much I appreciate your movies artistically and how they’ve inspired me creatively in podcasting, I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you for providing me countless opportunities to spend quality father/son time with my dad. We saw 300 together for our first time. I took him to see Watchmen in theatres and used that as an opportunity to inspire him to read the graphic novel. But it was seeing the Thursday night previews for both Man of Steel and Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice that have led to countless conversations between us over the years. Thank you for that. As I’ve gotten older, seeing movies with my dad have not been as frequent as they once were, but thanks to you and your movies, I will also have some special times with him to cherish.”


Matt Morris: “Zack, no one can imagine what you and Debbie have gone through over the years, but as you already know, the community is 100% behind you guys. We love you and hope to one day see your vision for the DCEU come to light. I want the Anti-Life Equation. I want Darkseid. I want J’onn J’onnzz, the Green Lantern, and everything else you had planned that was robbed from us. All the best in your future endeavors and, as always, #ReleaseTheSnyderCut.”


Pedro Giuffra: “[BvS] tells a story of these fantastic heroes in a real world, always maintaining the essence that has made these characters mythical throughout the ages but giving them real, political, philosophical, and moral problems. Where you can always find something new over and over. Zack made that. After this, I could not see this genre of movies in the same way as before…. This is why I am here fighting for the movie, Zack Snyder’s Justice League, which closes the Man of Steel story arc as its director had it in mind. And fighting for Zack, the director, the man, and the father… who gave me the best movie of superheroes ever… until now (#ReleaseTheSnyderCut).”


Alessandro Maniscalco: “Your storytelling ability is like a superpower. Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice has had such an enormous impact on me. It means a great deal how much respect you’ve given the characters. The film is sheer genius. I’m so sorry for all the hardships you and your family have had to endure. Thank you for all your hard work and care! I can’t wait to see your Justice League! #ReleaseTheSnyderCut!”


Frank Marchant: “The catalyst for inspiring my love for film as an art form was one of your films—Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice. The careful craftsmanship of interweaving references to Greek mythology, the Bible, pop-culture media and historical figures and events, all of which is used to serve the themes of the movie, made a huge impact on me. It is that type of excellent craftsmanship in art which I strive to achieve, and which you have inspired me to pursue. Thank you, Zack Snyder, for igniting a passion within me to strive for higher goals with my artistic skills, in the hopes that our art can make a positive impact to our world for the days to come.”


Irving Mendieta: “It’s hard for me to put into words just how much your films mean to me. How much your films have inspired me. How personal and intimate the experiences are to me. How absorbed I get into the worlds you create in every film, and how many emotions I get through with every rewatch. I wanted to say, Boss, that in your films, I have found very strong ideals of honor, kindness, and heroism. Your films have made me grow, have made me a better person, and are part of my identity. So I wanted to say, Zack, sir, THANK YOU.”


James: “Zack, your passionate vision in movies and storytelling has had a profound effect on me the last six years. I am turning 30 next month, and it’s only now I realize that making movies and telling stories is what I want to do in life. I’ve never felt happier about that, and sure of who I am, and in moments of challenge and adversity, it’s still always worth the risk. So for this, I thank you, sir.”


Simon Persson: “Thank you for being such an amazing guy. I’d like to say thank you for making movies that I can’t even describe how much I love, such as Batman v Superman, Man of Steel, 300, and Watchmen. Your movies have inspired me, made me happy, made me cry, and so much more! I would like to extend my thanks to you for all the hard work you put down in every movie you make, and I look forward to seeing Zack Snyder’s Justice League. You’re amazing. Have a good one!”


Kevin Miller: “You’re one of my favorite directors, and I knew you would craft another gorgeous and satisfying epic. It still breaks my heart how the theatrical release of Justice League came out. You deserve better, and the day you’re able to release your true vision, I will cry with joy. That day can’t come soon enough.”


Jacob Guzman: “I love all your films and filmmaking style. [You are] truly one of the best directors working today. It was awful what happened to Justice League. I hope everyone in the world gets to see your completed vision be brought to the big screen. Take care, and I hope you and your family are doing well.”


Marcus Brown: “Just want to let you know that you inspire me, and I love all of your films. Never stop making art.”


Sahib Ari: “I just want to basically say that you mean the world to me, and to everyone who is a part of the fandom! And thank you for bringing my favorite characters to the big screen!”


M. Khizer Butt: “I just want you to know that you and your work changed the life and mind of this hopeless boy from Pakistan forever. You taught me the importance of ‘HOPE’ and optimism. Thank you for everything. I hope to see Zack Snyder’s Justice League soon.”


Kieran Fraval: “Thank you, Zack Snyder, for all the things you have done for your army of fans. Thank you for being yourself, a beautiful soul and a phenomenal director, the best of our time. You can’t even imagine what your work and yourself mean to me. You gave me hope and strength when I needed it the most. I am sending all my love to the Snyder family.”


Abraham Hernandez: “I’m not a man of many words. I’m usually pretty shy. I would just say, I love your movies. Been a fan since Dawn of the Dead. I want to thank you for bringing to life the characters I love, for bringing on iterations of Batman I’ve always wanted to see on the big screen. I hold MOS and BvS closely to my heart as my favorite movies ever. Thank you, much love, and many blessings to you and Debbie. Can’t wait to watch your Justice League.”


Tony Nyakundi: “Mine is a short message. I wanted to tell you thank you for being an inspiration to me, a young African kid. Your movies have been a big inspiration to me, especially Batman v Superman. Your work together with Chris Terrio has helped me a lot in my essay writing, speech making, and it drove me into wanting to read vastly, especially about Greek mythology. I also indulged some Norse mythology. Anyway, what I’m saying is, keep being you. I admire you as a person and movie maker.”


Helder Oliveira: “I just want to say thank you for making true a 37-year dream. My whole life, I wished to see a Batman and Superman crossover in flesh and bone. Warner denied fans this crossover for years, and it wouldn’t have finally happened without the amazing Man of Steel, directed by you. I still have hopes of seeing a larger world of DC heroes come to life, with you in command, beginning with the REAL Justice League movie that was denied to us.”


Travis Duty: “Zack, your films have helped me process and deal with my own struggles in life. Thank you for giving hope to the hopeless.”


Ahmad Kamal: “I hope by the time the book comes out, Zack Snyder’s Justice League is already here. And boy, I can’t wait for that day to happen. The ultimate prize for the fight we have fought for years. I cannot imagine something better as a prize…. #ReleaseTheSnyderCut for us, and justice for Zack Snyder. From Malaysia, with love.”


Dallin Hancock: “You are my favorite filmmaker and one of my favorite people, and it’s difficult to describe how much your movies mean to me. How do you explain a love that defies all description?… Your movies transcend the medium of entertainment to depict these dark, cruel, and violent worlds, and you insist that even in such worlds, goodness and beauty and sacrificial love can still exist and are even more powerful than the darkness itself. That is a message I take with me far beyond the movie medium. It is a charge I lead with every day of my life. It wouldn’t be facetious of me to say these movies saved me. So thank you, Zack. Thank you for everything.”


Mariano Gomez: “You did the impossible, making these characters real, and I’m very grateful I got to see it. I want you to know that I can see what you’ve done and I know who you are. I will not stop supporting your work, even after Zack Snyder’s Justice League is released! You brought the heroes I love to life the way I needed them. You made them real. Thank you.”


Brian Scully: “The quest for the holy grail that is Zack Snyder’s Justice League has let me be a part of an amazing and determined worldwide fan movement, and it has been my pleasure to partake. I cannot wait for its release to vindicate everyone involved, from the cast and crew to Zack himself, and to finally have the original vision out there for the fans who, like me, have been unable to let go and get the appropriate follow up to BvS that we deserved. I hope it’s already out, or at least announced, by the time this is published. But if not, then you’ll find me online, still hyping it and asking for it. I’ll never give up.”


Renato Gomes: “Your films have always deeply moved me. What I appreciate more than your style is your personality. It is deep, strong, and honest. You are an example that I truly admire. When your career was attacked, you stayed human. You have admirers watching your back. Hero!”


Ollie Zenzer: “You made me fall in love with my childhood heroes all over again, and made me discover a passion in my life: movies. It’s my hope (Superman’s ‘S’) that one day I can be involved in the movie industry somehow, whether it’s performing, or coming up with ideas. All the best Zack, and keep making movies you love and are passionate about.”


Steve Buryk: “You’ve changed my life, and changed how I feel about these characters forever. I will never stop fighting and being vocal for your films, and especially getting your version of Justice League released. After all you’ve done for us, it’s the least we can do for you. Thank you.”


M. Haider Ali: “I hope that one day we get to see your JL. Zack Snyder’s Justice League. We love you, and this movement means the world to us. Know that we won’t stop. Know that we wouldn’t stop. Know that we will stand united and fight until the end. We will Unite the Seven if we have to, but we will not rest until I have Zack Snyder’s Justice League in my collection. Much love and respect to you, Boss.”


The ACS Universe: “Thank you for modernizing Superman, my favorite comic book character of all time! Thank you for the constant fan interaction. Thank you for BvS, because it has helped so many get through tough times in their lives!”


Josh Byrdic: “Simply stated, Zack Snyder is an inspiration to many. Whether it’s through creative filmmaking, or by the way he encourages others to live an active lifestyle. Many are inspired by his interest in racquetball, working out, or simply by doing what he loves, but he never holds back. His approach towards conflict is a testament of his character. Zack pursues life as we know it with a relentless passion, which is a breath of fresh air for younger generations and up-and-coming filmmakers.”


Vishal K: “This movement is all about artistic integrity, and directors getting freedom from the studios to express their vision on screen, and I would love to let you know that your movie Man of Steel is my favorite comic book movie of all time. It has impacted me personally, when I was going through a tough phase for seven months in the last year. The dialogues in the film are simply so inspiring, and I’m in a better place now thanks to you. I will always be grateful to you for that, and will continue to watch your movies and get inspired.”


Chris Hutton: “To me, the Snyder Cut of Justice League is a MUST SEE!… Us fans deserve to see it, and YOU deserve to be able to show it! I hope by the time this book written by Sean O’Connell releases, we will have seen your film the way it was meant to be seen…. You’re an amazing director, and one of the all-time best visualizers when it comes to capturing film. I hope to see your cut of Justice League one day and wish you nothing but the best for your career moving forward.”


Ryan Bridgewood: “Your talents as a filmmaker and director hold no bounds. Your art [is] truly stunning. Your art inspires thousands of aspiring filmmakers and writers like myself to dream big. Thank you for bringing us all together in the #ReleaseTheSnyderCut movement. Artistic integrity is key, and should be a number-one rule for filmmaking. We will join you in the sun. Thanks for helping us accomplish wonders.”


Carlos Maranon Cardin: “I just wanted to say thank you from the bottom of my heart. You have been able to make the best movies in the history of the superhero genre. You have honored and glorified my favorite hero, Super-man, and you have reflected on him what hope really means…. Your movies inspire us, and even make us better people.”


Luis Mederos Jimenez: “I keep fighting every day for artistic freedom and integrity, to fix this huge injustice

























































































































































































































































