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BRIGID O’NEIL, IRISH immigrant and interior designer, never does anything that might count as wild or against the rules.

Until she meets Levi Carson in a bar on holiday in Miami, and is too drunk to remember her rules about following rules.

Fast forward eight months... she never got his number or last name, but she did get something. 

Levi Carson didn’t expect to come home from the Marines and meet a girl he liked on his first night back in the States. He’d just finished military service and his head wasn’t all in the right place. 

Almost a year later, he’s transitioned from Marine medic to labor and delivery nurse. When he discovers that his next patient is the girl he slept with in Miami, and her baby looks exactly like him, he bites the bullet and starts playing father to the little one. Even though Brigid won’t tell him the truth.

But neither one of them can keep ignoring the truth forever. And when Levi finally decides he’s had enough and walks away, Brigid has to ask herself one question: Is her pride worth losing the man she’s started to fall in love with?

[image: image]

Contents

A Bump in the Road Series

Find Lexy Timms:

Expecting Love

CHAPTER 1

CHAPTER 2

CHAPTER 3

CHAPTER 4

CHAPTER 5

CHAPTER 6

CHAPTER 7

CHAPTER 8

CHAPTER 9

CHAPTER 10

CHAPTER 11

CHAPTER 12

CHAPTER 13

CHAPTER 14

CHAPTER 15

CHAPTER 16

CHAPTER 17

CHAPTER 18

CHAPTER 19

CHAPTER 20

CHAPTER 21

CHAPTER 22

CHAPTER 23

CHAPTER 24

CHAPTER 25

A Bump in the Road Series

Find Lexy Timms:

FREE READS?

More by Lexy Timms:

[image: image]
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHAPTER 1

[image: ]


LEVI

––––––––
[image: ]


LOOK, I WASN’T OUT there to find a girl. I wasn’t looking for anything special, and I damn sure wasn’t looking for anything less than special. Not a girl to flirt with at the bar. Not a girl to give me her number. Not a one-night stand.

I hadn’t had a girlfriend since high school, and I wasn’t trying to change that. Because in my experience, girls made things a whole lot more complicated than they had to be, and that was not something I needed to get into.

The truth was, I was out celebrating with my friends, and getting with a girl was the last thing on my mind. Isaac, Samuel, and I were newly arrived in Miami, and fresh off the boat, you might say, having just come back from our tour in the Middle East with the Marines.

We’d survived the Middle East. We’d survived the Marines. And now we were in Miami, partying it up as a celebration of that survival.

We crushed our glasses together, at least half of the beer from each glass sloshing right out over our hands and arms, and then leaned together, howling with laughter about the whole thing. We were all, I thought, more than three sheets to the wind. We were having trouble standing up straight at this point.

And everything was unbearably funny.

“You have more on your shirt than you’ve gotten in your mouth!” Isaac shouted, working hard to make his voice heard over the thumping music coming out of the speaker right behind us.

“That must be why I’m only half as drunk as you!” I shouted back. “I don’t think you could even walk across the room without falling down!”

He scoffed at that, sending me one of his You don’t know what you’re talking about looks—which he used for both sarcastic commentary and in the middle of shootouts—and then cast his gaze out across the room.

Seconds later, I saw his mouth purse in a whistle. I didn’t hear it because of the music. But I saw the action, and it drew me immediately around to see what he was whistling about.

The moment I did, my heart dropped right into the military boots I was still wearing.

Because remember what I said about not being there to look for a girl? Yeah. The moment I saw her, I knew it didn’t matter whether I’d been looking for her or not. Because she’d found me, and I wasn’t going to be able to go home by myself. Not with a girl like that in the same room.

Not to be totally cliché, but she was everything I’d never realized I wanted. Or at least... Well, she was right then. And by that, I mean she was so drop-dead gorgeous that my mouth actually dropped open when I saw her. And then I checked for drool on my bottom lip.

I’d never seen anything quite like her before, and I didn’t think I’d ever see anything like her again. She was wind and the smell of saltwater and sunshine and flowers, all wrapped up in one. Chaotic, curly blond hair that didn’t look like it had ever seen fit to behave and a pair of enormous blue eyes. High cheekbones, clear skin, and freckles. Roughly the size of a pixie, and I was betting she had magic coming out of her pores.

Dimples in both cheeks that were in full effect right then, as she’d come in laughing uproariously at something one of her friends had said.

I cast quick glances at the friends—a brunette and a redhead, like they’d gone for the variety pack—and then quickly turned my eyes back to the blonde.

She was the one. The one I absolutely had to talk to. Even though I hadn’t come out tonight looking to meet a girl. Hell, I was supposed to be hanging out with my friends and celebrating never having to go overseas or into combat again. I’d come through the Marines a successful medic, and I meant to turn it into a real career. Live in the real world for a little bit and stop sleeping with one eye open.

That was what I was supposed to be thinking about right now. Not running my fingers through those silky curls or finding out whether her voice was as husky as it looked like it should be.

“Fuck, go talk to her if it’s that bad,” Isaac joked, giving me an elbow in the ribs. “You stand there looking like that much longer, she’s going to see you and then turn around and get away as quickly as she can.”

I gave my best friend my own version of the The Look, wanting to argue but closed my mouth again before I could. Because he was right.

I’d never experienced anything so dramatic as love at first sight. But I could tell instant attraction when I came across it.

And I wanted to get to know that blond girl.

Besides, I was only in Miami for one more night. Surely I should make it a memorable one.

I took the first step away from the bar, and then another and another, shoving through the crowd and keeping my eyes on the blonde as I made my way across the room. I didn’t want to lose sight of her.

I didn’t want her to get away before I’d at least made an attempt at getting to know her.

***
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“SO LET ME GET THIS straight,” I said, leaning heavily on the bar to support myself and trying hard to keep my brain on track. “You came here all the way from Ireland just to go to school?”

She smirked, those dimples in full effect, and gave me a cocky look. “Well, it’s a special school, you know.”

Damn, her accent. I could eat, sleep, and breathe her accent. If you could even breathe an accent. Or, for that matter, eat it.

Still, my point stood. I’d known she was beautiful. But within three seconds of introducing myself and asking to buy her a drink, I’d also known that she was incredibly smart, and over-the-top sexy.

Plus, she had the accent. Ireland, she’d said, and then the name of a town that I would never in a million years remember. Or try to pronounce on my own.

“So what kind of school is it?” I asked, knowing it was the question she was expecting.

She leaned in and pretended that she was going to drop her voice, like it was some sort of secret or something. Like she was telling me the one thing she definitely wasn’t supposed to tell me. “A school for architecture,” she said—without dropping her voice at all, since we were in what had to be the loudest bar on the strip.

Still, I gave her an impressed look, acting like she actually had just imparted some super-secret secret.

She laughed, like I’d known she would, though her voice wasn’t husky at all, but rather light and airy, like it was five seconds away from flying away and never coming back. And her laugh. Damn, her laugh. I grinned back, completely incapable of stopping myself. It was like the girl had gotten into my veins and turned the blood to champagne. I couldn’t stop smiling at her.

Maybe I’d had too much to drink.

I pushed the beer I’d been nursing away from me on the bar and told myself that when the bartender came around again, I was going to order soda water. Maybe regular water water. Or coffee. Yes, coffee. Something to help me clear my head. Because I wanted to remember the night I met Brigid. Hell, I wanted to remember everything she said.

Wait.

She’d said architecture. Did that mean...

“You’re an architect?” I asked, my respect for her going up several notches. 

She made a wry face, though, and shook her head. “Couldn’t cut it,” she admitted. “Although the truth is...” She looked me up and down, like she was trying to figure out whether I could handle the truth, and I wanted to tell her that I absolutely could. Whatever the truth was, I could most certainly handle it.

She must have thought so too, because she nodded and kept talking.

“The truth is, I got there and decided that I didn’t like it much,” she finished. “All the math. All the engineering. Shite.” She rolled her eyes in a comic fashion, but I could hear the seriousness in her words. 

Something about it made me think she was admitting something to me that she didn’t admit to many people.

That didn’t mean I wasn’t going to tease her about it.

“You didn’t know architecture required things like math and engineering before you applied to the school? Because I thought that was sort of... known.”

“I knew,” she said, making a face at me. “But knowing something is different than really knowing it, have you ever noticed that? Like... reading about something in a book is a whole lot different than actually experiencing it.”

“You can say that again,” I said, my mind going immediately to the wide-eyed kid I’d been when I first signed up with the Marines and what the reality of the situation had actually been like.

The noise. The constant noise. And the fact that you never got a break from that tension in your spine. It became a part of you, and you didn’t even realize it until you lay down and tried to get your body to relax again—and found out that you couldn’t.

She tipped her head at me, asking without words what I was thinking about, and I just shrugged. This didn’t seem like the time to get into something like that. The fear, the midnight walks through the sand, the knowledge that everything could go sideways on you at any moment.

We were in a bar in Miami, for goodness’ sake. I wasn’t going to fill the girl’s head full of nightmares.

“It’s nothing,” I said quickly. “Things I’d rather not talk about, honestly. If you know what I mean.”

She leaned toward me, her lips quirking up in a half smile. “I know exactly what you mean. Want to get out of here? Get some fresh air and talk about things that aren’t off-limits?”

I grinned back. There were things I’d like to do a whole lot more than talking. But I wasn’t about to miss out on the chance to hear more of her accent—or more of her ideas.

I cast a quick glance back at my friends and saw that they were engulfed in conversation with the brunette and the redhead, our numbers having conveniently matched up.

“Think they’ll notice if we leave?” I asked, gesturing at them with my head.

She took one look, one of her eyebrows lifted high, and then shook her head firmly. “Are you kidding? Harper and Alison are about to have their way with your boys over there. Eat them up and spit them out and make them think they liked it. They wouldn’t notice if there was a freaking earthquake under their feet. Let’s go.”

She grabbed my hand and yanked, and almost before I knew it, I was walking out of the bar on the arm of the most beautiful girl in the place, leaving my friends—and her friends—behind while we went out to continue our conversation in a slightly less bass-filled environment.
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“WOW, THAT IS BETTER,” she said with relief the moment we walked out of the place. “Now I can actually hear myself think. Let’s go.”

She reached down, slipped her fingers through mine, and tugged, and seconds later we were actually running—right toward the water.

“Where are we going?” I asked, finding myself actually having to work to keep up with the girl, who ran like she had wings on her feet.

For a moment, her tinkling laughter was my only answer, and she let go of my hand and pulled ahead of me, racing for the beach in front of us like there was someone chasing us. I drew back and watched her go, appreciating the play of the moonlight on her hair, the way her body swayed through darkness.

This girl was either insane or amazing. I wasn’t sure which. But I found myself drawn after her, and soon I was racing to catch up, her laughter still floating back on the hot night air. When she reached the water, she threw her purse down and then dove in, leaving me to follow—or not.

Okay, I was leaning more and more toward insane.

That didn’t mean I was going to stop chasing after her, though.

I made quick work of getting my boots off, threw off my leather jacket, and then raced after her and dove when the water was deep enough, holding my breath against the laughter I could feel bubbling up in my throat at the idea of taking a swim in the Atlantic Ocean in what had to be the middle of the night. This was totally unlike me. Totally unlike anything I’d done in the last four years.

And I couldn’t have imagined anything better to do on my first night out of the Marines. Taking a midnight swim with the sexiest girl I’d ever met?

Yes, please.

When I came up, I found that Brigid was laughing, her giggles sounding out through the night as she watched me emerge, and at the sight, I allowed my own laughter to come through.

“What the hell are we doing?” I asked, sputtering a bit against the saltwater on my lips.

She slid through the water in my direction, still grinning. “Finding a place where we can talk without interruption,” she said simply.

“Oh, well, if that’s all.” I reached out and pulled her to me, moving her quickly and easily through the water and then lifting her so she was floating in front of me. “Tell me what you didn’t like about architecture school.”

She made that face again. “I have told you. The math and engineering.”

“Right. And I asked how you hadn’t known that they were going to be a part of the whole process. You said you’d known, but you went anyway. Why?”

She sighed and got more serious, her eyes going down for a second as she thought. “The art of it,” she said simply, her eyes large and shining when they came back up, her chin lifted in rebellion. “I wanted to make art out of buildings. I’d always been in love with the idea, and I just couldn’t put it down. But when it came to it...”

“That whole math thing?” I asked, trying hard not to smile.

She didn’t even try to hide the smile that crept onto her mouth. “That whole math thing,” she said quietly, her eyes going to my smiling lips.

A thrill went through me that had nothing to do with math, and I pulled her closer to me.

“So what do you do now, if you’re not an architect?” I asked quietly. Knowing my voice had gone husky.

Not even trying to stop it.

“I’m an interior designer,” she whispered back, her eyes still on my lips as her legs moved to wrap around my waist.

I felt my cock go suddenly hard in the lukewarm water, and forced myself to not start rocking my hips against her. Because holy shit, the woman didn’t know what she was doing to me.

Or maybe she did.

“So still kind of artsy,” I observed.

She cracked a smile, then, and her eyes finally came back up to meet mine. “Kind of,” she whispered. “Does that mean I pass the test?”

“What test?”

“The test that will decide whether you’re going to kiss me or not.”

I didn’t bother to answer. I was
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