

  

    
      
    

  




  

  
  The Book of Daniel


  Full of supernatural wonders, this book is a record of the life and prophetic end time revelations given to Daniel (whose name means, God is the judge), as a captive Jew in Babylon. Select revelations given to David, Haggai, Zephaniah, and Zechariah are also included within the book. It is a course in a certain point in history, and Israel’s relationship to it. Jerusalem was in ruins and many Israelites were captive in Babylon.


  Beginning with four boys in a pagan land ruled by a prideful king, and ending with the king’s recognition of the presence of God in these four, the Lord used this king to reveal an outline of His plan. He revealed the human empires (present and future) that would come and go right up to the time of the end when the true kingdom of God will come forth.


  When the meaning of the word “Daniel” is fulfilled in us we will stop judging by our own criteria. We will not judge according to appearances and we will not judge on our own. If we live in harmony with the presence of our Lord in us, we will fulfill his will, do his work, and express his words; then the judgment of God will flow in and through us. This same judgment is what Daniel illustrates to both Israel and the Gentile nations with his God-given interpretations of visions and dreams.


  The book of Daniel, sealed until the time of the end, contains a prophetic mystery given directly from God that Daniel was not able to understand (and neither has anyone else until recently) because it wasn’t the time, but the revelation is being unsealed now and if God opens our understanding we can receive it because it’s about to be fulfilled.
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  Foreward


  As I was working on the edits of this book, a good friend said to me, “I’ve been thinking a lot about you because you are beginning your productive years. It’s time to work and support your family according to what is established in the system. What do you think about what is happening in the world around us? What do you think you are doing?” 


  I do not doubt that he had good intentions in our chat. I tried to justify my situation in the same way he did when he spoke of his life. In the conversation, our convictions were clear to both of us, even though neither of us knew how to express them at that moment. How could I summarize my passion for working for the Lord in a way that he would understand, since it wasn’t logical by the standards of the world?


  In a time when the purity and simplicity of the Word have become a great feast or great bondage, so much effort and dedication to a job that began as an impulse placed by the Lord can only be explained with the reaction that our Lord Jesus had when he saw the state of the temple: The zeal of thy house has consumed me (Psalm 69:9; John 2:17). The work to which God has called me has consumed me.


  Several weeks passed after the encounter with my friend, but to my surprise, the answers to his questions kept coming little by little. The One who motivated me to begin this project is the same One who began answering my questions. I found the summary of his responses in the last chapter of this book in Scripture:


  Thus speaketh the LORD of the hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not yet come, the time to build the house of the LORD. Then came the word of the LORD by the hand of Haggai the prophet, saying, Do you have time, all of you, to dwell in your panelled houses, and this house is deserted? Now therefore thus hath the LORD of the hosts said; Consider your ways. (Haggai 1:2–5)


  It is foolishness in the eyes of the world to spend so much time dedicated to the Lord´s work; others consider a person who walks against this world’s system as “unemployed.” However, when I read these verses, I ask myself, “If we truly do not have the time that we think we have, and this is evident in my life, what is more foolish? Is it more foolish to go against the system or to go against the zeal that has been placed in my heart by the Lord, the zeal for the truth?” 


  Remaining faithful to a calling (if this is the right word) is not easy; recognizing work produced by the zeal of the Lord as a “real job” isn’t easy. Only the Lord can work beforehand so we don’t deviate from his path that has been laid out. So in the end we can say, like David, that if this is foolishness to the world, then we will yet be more vile…” (2 Samuel 6:14–22).


  Many, consciously or unconsciously, will speak of the woman who, out of her own free will (just like the true sacrifices for the Lord were done), broke the alabaster box and then poured the ointment of great price upon the Lord’s head. They will say, “What foolishness, what waste; that perfume could have been sold at a great price and given to the poor.” In the same manner, the Lord will tell them:


  But Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? She has wrought a good work on me. For ye have the poor with you always, and whenever ye will, ye may do them good; but me ye have not always. She has done what she could, for she has anticipated anointing my body for the burial. Verily I say unto you, Wherever this gospel shall be preached throughout the whole world, this also that she has done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her. (Mark 14:6–9)


  All those who have decided to pour out their lives before the Lord out of their own free will, with sincerity and honesty of heart and against what is common in the eyes of men, comprise this woman.


  The book you’re holding came about as I had described: against the current. It was produced as part of a series of unpremeditated, spontaneous messages in an auditorium, recorded and destined for some radio stations situated in high-risk zones in Colombia with the purpose of spreading the gospel through radio waves. 


  The book contains part of a series of one hundred messages, called “A Different Kingdom,” and is completed with three more messages: “The Prophecy of David in Psalm 22” and “The Prophecy of Haggai” that are part of another series of one hundred messages called “Peace Be with You.”


  The messages in both audio and written format fulfill the same purpose. Before they went to the public, they were written in the tablets of the hearts of the people who feel a fervent zeal for the house of the Lord, just like their Master. The circumstances in which each one of these people have found themselves is as indescribable as knowing that the Lord has a master plan. 


  People such as Russell Stendal and his family have been the voices, the ambassadors of the Lord from the embassy of the Lord to Colombia – a country whose best personification could be the demon-possessed Gergesenes that Scripture describes (Matthew 8:28–34; Mark 5:1–20; Luke 8:26–39).


  The message these faithful people have been preaching is linked to the beginning of the book of Daniel and the end of the book of Haggai: purity of heart that is united with holiness. Daniel purposed in his heart – stood by his conviction – that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s food or wine. The end of the book of Haggai says, Consider now in your heart from this day forth . . . from the day that the foundation of the LORD’S temple was laid, put your heart into it (Haggai 2:18).


  If this book and the trials each of us has experienced can serve as a guide to lead us to a personal and direct encounter with the Lord without intermediaries, following our Master and older Brother, the Lord Jesus, it will be gratifying. Even more than that, it will be indescribable if what the apostle described in Galatians 2:20 is fulfilled in us.


  I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ lives in me, and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20)


  All things considered, what a privilege it is to dedicate my productive years to the service of the Lord! The latter years will definitely be better than the former.


  Samuel David Hernández G.


  Editor
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  Chapter One


  God is the Judge


  Full of supernatural wonders, this book is a record of the life and revelations given to Daniel as a captive Jew in Babylon, and to David, Haggai, and Zechariah. It is a course in history and Israel’s relationship to it. Jerusalem was in ruins, and many Israelites were captive in Babylon. 


  Beginning with four boys in a pagan land ruled by a prideful king, and ending with the king’s recognition of the presence of God in these four, the Lord used this king to reveal an outline of his plan. He revealed the human empires (present and future) that would come and go right up to the time of the end when the true kingdom of God will come forth. We find all of this in twelve brief chapters. 


  Later in the Gospels, the Lord Jesus said he did not come to judge us, but if he did judge us, his judgment would be true. 


  Ye judge after the flesh, but I judge no one. And yet if I judge, my judgment is true, for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. (John 8:15–16)


  God is My Judge


  The Lord Jesus did not come to do his own will or to speak his own words. He came to do the will of his Father and speak his Father’s words.


  

    	

      The foundation is in the Gospels where we learn that Jesus is the fulfillment of the word “Daniel,” which means “God is (the) judge.” Jesus was filled with his Father’s life and presence. When Scripture refers to him as a judge, it’s because the Father’s judgement flows through him, which we will cover more in chapter.1.


    


    	

      The Father has seen fit to confer great authority on the Lord Jesus Christ.2


    


  


  Jesus said he was the temple of God,3 and his plan is to have a greater temple where he is the cornerstone4 and we are the living stones;5 he is the older brother,6 the head of the body.7 In that temple we, as believers, are partakers of his nature – meaning he works in us to bring forth his characteristics in us – because he lives in us and he is the beginning and the end. Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises, that by these ye might be made participants of the divine nature, having fled the corruption that is in the world through lust (2 Peter 1:4). 


  When the meaning of the word “Daniel” is fulfilled in us, we will stop judging by our own criteria. We will not judge according to appearances, and we will not judge on our own. If we live with the presence of our Lord in us, we will fulfill his will, do his work, and express his words; then the judgment of God will flow through us.


  This same judgment is what Daniel illustrates to both Israel and the Gentile nations with his God-given interpretations of visions and dreams.


  Daniel 1


  1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came unto Jerusalem and besieged it.


  2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand with part of the vessels of the house of God which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god, and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god.


  Who gave the king of the people of God into the hands of a pagan king? Clearly, the Lord did. If the Lord is judge, he has the right to do anything he wants. He spoke through his prophet Jeremiah telling the Israelites it was better for them to go into captivity than to fight against the Babylonians. That is why they called Jeremiah a traitor to their country; even so, it was still the word of God.


  During this time, the Lord spoke through the mouth of Jeremiah that if just one righteous man could be found, the city would be spared; but there weren’t any found. Under the law, it wasn’t possible for fallen man to be righteous because no one can fulfill the law of God in his or her own life or in their own strength. 


  Babylon


  Babylon symbolizes confusion, and this is what man comes to when he implements his own plans in his own way. Another name for Babylon is “the land of Chaldea,” or “of the Chaldeans,” which means “spiritualist.” This second definition has to do with this kind of spiritualism: when man follows his own way, he falls into the hands of other spirits. The third identifies this place as “the land of Shinar,” or “land of two rivers.”


  Babylon was in the midst of two natural rivers: the Euphrates and the Tigris. However, one river of Babylon was a man-made river called Chebar. Similar to how Babylon confused its own religious, economic, and political systems, men today have tried to construct their own river, their own source, and their own sustenance.


  In the world’s economy, people always want to produce money out of nowhere. Sooner or later, those economies will fall, and printing money leads into the economic business cycles of the world.


  In politics, man in his own wisdom has concluded that the source of authority and power proceeds from the people. This produces oscillations that go back and forth. Politics yo-yo from left to right and back again; what is done by some in power is later undone by others. 


  In religion, when man attempts to be his own source (of wisdom, doctrine, philosophy, etc), a kind of spiritual homosexuality is created. Many countries are now approving laws for homosexuals and lesbians to marry, but even if some governments allow it, they will never be able to reproduce life. It’s impossible. Likewise, everything becomes sterile when we receive our ideas and plans from man instead from God. In the same manner, such a church cannot beget life. The only thing it can do is try to make our stay on earth a little better.


  When the church gets deeply involved in humanism, thinking that the center of everything is their own happiness, people lose their way. This not only happened to the people of God, but they also became worse than the pagans! Because of this, the Lord sent Nebuchadnezzar to destroy Jerusalem and take the best of it to Babylon. 


  3 And the king spoke unto Ashpenaz the prince of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the sons of Israel of the royal lineage of the princes,


  4 young men in whom there was no blemish whatsoever but who were good looking and taught in all wisdom and wise in knowledge and of good understanding, and that had strength in them to stand in the king’s palace, that they might be taught the letters and speech of the Chaldeans.


  The king sent his men to bring in the best: the noblemen of Judah and Jerusalem. In the Old Testament, one was either born a slave or a free man (or in other words, a man of noble birth). In Revelation 12:5 a Man of noble birth is born.8


   God uses all these examples (including some of the great injustices of history) to show us we are all born as slaves to our own desires. This causes us to become enslaved to the prince of this world, which is the devil himself. God also shows us that we have the opportunity of being born a second time through our Lord Jesus. Scripture says that when the Son of God sets someone free, then they are truly free (John 8:36), and there is liberty wherever the Spirit of the Lord is (2 Corinthians 3:17). God wants to give us his Spirit because he wants us to be the temple of the Holy Spirit.


  These young men, who had no blemish and were the best of the people of God, were taken captive to Babylon to be taught the writing and language of the Chaldeans. In the original, “Chaldean” means “spiritualist.” Therefore, the king’s men gave the young men a course on spiritualism so they could learn the teachings of the magi, astrologers, and wise men of that time who were spiritualists. The man who was in charge was the chief of the eunuchs. A “eunuch” is a man who has been castrated. The king would not allow the man in charge of that part of the palace to have children. Therefore, we can deduce that this prince, and most likely everyone under his care, would be castrated to avoid any potential usurper to the throne who might want to create his own dynasty.9


  5 And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king’s food and of the wine which he drank, so nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king.


  Daniel and His Friends


  If the king chose the best and wisest of all the nations he conquered; if he then castrated them and submitted them to three years of intense study in the writings and language of the Chaldeans, this would have included many strange tenets. The Chaldean spiritualists, like some of their pagan counterparts that continue even into “modern” times (such as some members of the tribal groups I have had the opportunity to live among and also among the modern spiritualists and “santeros” so common in Latin America), believed there was a spirit behind everything, and they needed to get permission from all the spirits in order to be able to act. If anything went wrong, these spirits had to be placated . . . even with human blood. Imagine what kind of courses Daniel and his friends were required to study!


  6 Now among these of the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:


  Daniel and his friends were taken captive along with the vessels of the temple of God (v. 2). The vessels symbolize the true servants of God, like Daniel, his friends, and others. Compared to the rest of the people of God, Daniel and his friends were the cream of the crop. The Lord’s commandment was that they had to go to Babylon in captivity as a result of a collective sin of all the people of God. We don’t know of any wrong that Daniel and his friends might have done individually before their captivity. But they found themselves in an unfortunate situation, in the midst of those who supposedly were the people of God.


  But God is the judge. Not only does “Daniel” mean “God is the judge,” but the meanings of names of his friends express the goodness, the mercy, and the benevolence of God. The Chaldeans, however, changed the names of these Israelites:


  7 unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar . . .


  Bel was one of the Babylonians main gods, similar to Baal. Belteshazzar means “Bel preserves his life.” So instead of having a name that means “God is the judge,” they changed it to “Baal preserves his life.”


  7 . . . and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abednego.


  All these names had to do with the supposed goodness of pagan gods.


  8 And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s food, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.


  Daniel didn’t feel contaminated because he still wanted to work in harmony with the authority placed by God, not his own will. God sent the pagans to destroy Jerusalem and capture the inhabitants. Even after such a disaster, Daniel did not curse them or lament his situation or have a bad attitude toward them like many Christians claiming to represent God might do. Instead, he simply requested that he not contaminate himself with the food and drink of the king.


  There are two kinds of wine: the first symbolizes the life of the natural man, and the second symbolizes the life of God. Daniel didn’t want to nourish the life of the natural man; he wanted to feed the life of God in him. Daniel could have mixed the two as many priests and Levites did in Israel until they harvested a tremendous problem. Daniel could have entered into complete apostasy. However, his decision was to not defile himself. Daniel recognized that God was the judge; he had given the Babylonians authority, and if they obligated him to eat or drink something, he would have to do it. But if they gave him permission, he would abstain himself.


  9 (And God brought Daniel into grace and mercy with the prince of the eunuchs.)


  Daniel found grace in the eyes of the man who was placed in authority in this pagan university.


  10 And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who has appointed your food and your drink; for when he shall see your faces more downcast than the other young men who are like unto you, then ye shall condemn my head before the king.


  Some governments demand results, and King Nebuchadnezzar was like this to an extreme. A person who did not produce what the king wanted would be immediately condemned. The director of the Chaldean university feared that if the king saw one of these young men downcast, he, the director, could be executed.


  11 Then Daniel said to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,


  12 Prove, now, with thy servants ten days, and let them give us vegetables to eat and water to drink.


  13 Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenances of the young men that eat of the portion of the king’s food; and as thou seest, deal with thy servants.


  Daniel was willing to be realistic. He essentially said to the prince, “We are going to do things God’s way, and you can judge for yourself in ten days.”


  14 So he consented to them in this matter and proved them ten days.


  15 And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than the young men who ate the portion of the king’s food.


  This still happens in our time. People decide whether they are going to spiritually feed themselves from what the world offers or from God. Sometimes what comes from God seems like vegetables and water; but Scripture says that man will not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God! (Deuteronomy 8:3).


  In Scripture, God’s word is sometimes symbolized as “water” and other times as “green pastures” (vegetables). Daniel and his friends chose to receive only what God provided, and they did better than those who received a banquet with the best of the kingdom of Babylon.


  16 Thus Melzar took the portion of their food and the wine that they should drink and gave them vegetables.


  It went well for Melzar because he received the expensive wine and food and gave these young men vegetables and water!


  17 And unto these four young men, God gave them knowledge and intelligence in all letters and science; furthermore Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.


  The interpretation of dreams and visions was an important thing to the ancient pagans and the Chaldeans.10 Their science dealt with determining the times with astrology.11


  On several occasions, there were kings who had dreams that no one could interpret. These dreams can come from at least three sources. Someone can have a dream that comes from God, they can have dreams from the devil, or sometimes one can have a dream about the beans they ate the night before. Imagine being in a course of spiritualism and having to interpret every crazy dream that anyone had!


  So, in the middle of a course meant to teach them the knowledge and the letters of the Chaldeans and spiritualists, Daniel initiated a suspension of the king’s food. They nourished themselves with what came from God. Instead of receiving the secrets of the Chaldeans and learning to act like the astrologers and magicians, these four boys received knowledge and intelligence in all letters and science from God. Furthermore, Daniel gained understanding in all visions and dreams. In the middle of this, God gave them an even greater course – one that came from the very nature of God.


  18 Now at the end of the days after which the king had said he should bring them in, the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar.


  19 And the king communed with them, and none among them all was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; and therefore they stood before the king.


  From God’s point of view, they remained with their true names that were given them as sons of God and not the pagan names. 


  Even when they were in Babylon, in the very heart of all the paganism of the time and enrolled in the highest course available, they did not let themselves become defiled. This pagan instruction was filled with many perversions and mysteries. Men had to be initiated in occult practices in order to understand these mysteries. Much of this involved worshipping pagan goddesses such as Ashtoreth12 through sexual acts. The fact that the four men were most likely castrated may have been a major blessing because it prevented them from participating in the deep rituals and sexual activity in the pagan temples of Babylon. Many times, what seems like a curse turns out to be a blessing.


  20 And in all matters of wisdom and intelligence, that the king enquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm.


  21 And Daniel continued even unto the first year of King Cyrus.


  When Daniel and his friends arrived in Babylon, they had decided not to contaminate themselves. This led to many tests during their time there. Because of God’s goodness and the fact that they did not contaminate themselves, the king found them ten times greater in wisdom and intelligence.


  This chapter is like a summary of Daniel’s life because at the end, it implies that he outlived all these magicians and astrologers and even several pagan kings. When Babylon ended, Daniel continued.


  God didn’t place Daniel and his three friends in Babylon to claim it for himself. God wasn’t interested capturing Babylon; he wasn’t interested in what these pagan magicians, Chaldeans, or kings were doing. He wasn’t trying to control the world. That wasn’t his plan. His plan was to show that he could take of his people who desired to be clean and keep them undefiled in the midst of the very worst system of Babylon. 


  Furthermore, the authority of God was always going to be higher than the authority of the pagans. This was true even when God allowed the ultimate consequences of each person’s will to be fulfilled. God is still doing this today. Look at what God says near the end of the book:


  Many shall be purified and made white and purged, but the wicked shall get worse; and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand.13 (Daniel 12:10)


  Daniel received understanding and wisdom from God, but he was also understood by God. We will soon see that when Daniel asked for an explanation, God responded immediately and sent Gabriel to explain it to him (Daniel 8:16; 9:21). Michael, one of the main princes, had to spend twenty-one days fighting alongside Gabriel so that Daniel could receive the response. Likewise, Gabriel said that from the first day Daniel gave his heart to understand, his words were heard (Daniel 10:12–13). 


  When Daniel spoke with God, God understood him. Sadly, there are many who spend much time in prayer and little or nothing is understood about them in heaven; it’s all confusion and repetition of vain words. These people do not receive and cannot receive the response that the prayers of Daniel received.


  Let us pray:


  Lord, let us as individuals and as a people be clean like Daniel was in the midst of so much adversity, in the middle of so much temptation and corruption. Let us be clean, purged, and understood as he was. Lord show us the meaning of the verse, the wise shall understand. Let us be wise and understood in the heavenly realm. Amen.


  


  

    

      1	John 8:26, 9:39, 12:47-49


    


    

      2	Acts 10:42, 2 Corinthians 5:10, John 5:22


    


    

      3	John 2:19–21


    


    

      4	See Matthew 21:42; Mark 12:10; Luke 20:17.


    


    

      5	1 Peter 2:3–5


    


    

      6	Romans 8:29


    


    

      7	Colossians 1:18


    


    

      8	And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all the Gentiles with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up unto God and to his throne. (Revelation 12:5)


    


    

      9	The word, eunuch, is used 44 times in the JB translation. A careful study of the use of this word in Scripture will help anyone who is struggling to understand the background and definition of this term.


    


    

      10	Genesis 41:1–10; Daniel 2


    


    

      11	Matthew 2:1–10


    


    

      12	1 Kings 11:5, 33; 2 Kings 23:13


    


    

      13	In the Spanish version of the Jubilee Bible, the verse “the wise shall understand” is translated, as “the understood shall understand.”


    


  




  


  Chapter Two


  Being Understood in Heaven


  Daniel 2


  1 And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, with which his spirit was troubled, and his sleep fled from him.


  2 Then the king commanded to call magicians, astrologers, enchanters, and Chaldeans, that they might show the king his dreams. So they came and presented themselves before the king.


  Magicians, Astrologers, and Spiritualists


  This second chapter began before the first chapter ended because it makes reference to the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, and the time frame of the first chapter is a period of three years. So, this chapter develops in the middle of the witchcraft and spiritualist course with all the pagan practices.


  3 And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the dream.


  In one sense, all men have an unfulfilled “dream” inside that they cannot remember – they feel it in their soul and know in their mind when things are not right. Emptiness and longing exists in each person born in Adam’s nature. People want to know the interpretation, and they look for it in different places hoping someone might give them an explanation.


  4 Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Syriack, O king, live for ever; tell thy servants the dream, and we will show the interpretation.


  5 The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is gone from my memory; if ye will not make known unto me the dream with its interpretation, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill.


  We might think that some modern governments and authoritarian leaders are difficult because they place high demands on people, but in the time of the kings of Babylon, rulers demanded results immediately, and if these weren’t produced, the king had the power to kill people.


  6 But if ye show the dream and its interpretation, ye shall receive of me gifts and rewards and great honour: therefore show me the dream, and its interpretation.


  7 They answered the second time and said, Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will show the interpretation of it.


  Perhaps they spoke in Syriack so the court wouldn’t realize they weren’t as smart as they made themselves out to be or didn’t have the power they pretended to have.


  8 The king answered and said, I know of certainty that ye would gain time because ye see the thing is gone from my memory.


  9 But if ye will not make known unto me the dream, there is but one decree for you for ye certainly prepare lying and corrupt words to speak before me, until the time is changed; therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that ye can show me its interpretation.


  For the king, it was better to have forgotten the dream. He knew that if the Chaldeans told him the dream, he would remember it; if they couldn’t tell him, he suspected they didn’t have the wisdom to declare its true significance. In the same manner, those who pretend to give declarations of things invisible to the human race cannot do it, much less give an interpretation. 


  Notice the attitude of Daniel and his friends. They didn’t come to Babylon with words of condemnation for the king; they did not talk bad about him; they didn’t bad-mouth Babylon’s army; and they didn’t speak against Babylon. They accepted God’s judgment on them and their people, but they also found a way to receive nourishment with clean food and to remain pure in the midst of a completely contaminated environment.


  10 The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, There is not a man upon the earth that can show the king’s matter; furthermore there is no king, prince, nor lord that asked such a thing of any magician or astrologer or Chaldean.


  11 Finally, the thing that the king requires is singular, and there is no one that can show it before the king except the angels of God, whose dwelling is not with flesh.


  Even in the midst of their paganism, the Chaldeans knew that angels of God existed who had the wisdom to declare these events. They also knew they had no contact with them.


  The word “angel” can speak of the heavenly hosts, but that isn’t its exclusive use. “Angel” is the word “Malachi” in Hebrew, which simply means “my messenger.” Anyone who is a messenger of God – anyone who receives a charge from God or is sent by God to do something special – is an angel of God. The word “angel” can refer to flesh and blood people like us or God’s heavenly hosts. This is why Scripture says that some, having entertained angels, were kept (Hebrews 13:2).


  The spiritualists, the magicians, and the astrologers knew there were angels of God who understood these things, but they also knew they dwell among humans. Similarly, in his first letter, John speaks of the antichrist. He says the spirit of antichrist is whatever does not confess that Jesus Christ is come in flesh (1 John 4:3). Notice it doesn’t say whoever “does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in flesh.” It is a present continuous verb. 


  Jesus Christ came two thousand years ago, and the antichrist has no problem with that; it has no problem with the Lord being far away and not having anything to do with us, just like the magicians and astrologers had no problem with the angels in whose dwelling is not with flesh. But when we begin to speak of a people of God who have his presence and his wisdom and a continuous open access to him, these people begin to say it isn’t true; they say it’s impossible.


  12 For this cause the king was angry and very furious and commanded to destroy all the wise men of Babylon.


  13 And the decree went forth, and the wise men were taken to be slain, and they sought Daniel and his fellows to kill them.


  All these characters, the so-called wise men of this world, cannot tell the human race its true history, the real meaning of life. If they can’t even tell us how we got here, how can we trust what they have to say about the future? They can’t do it. The king got mad and decided to kill all of them. The only problem was that Daniel and his three friends were also attending the Chaldean university.


  Today, it takes a long time for a government to implement a decree; but in those days, the king’s orders were fulfilled instantly. This had its advantages and disadvantages.


  14 Then Daniel spoke with counsel and wisdom to Arioch the captain of the king’s guard, who was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon.


  15 He spoke and said to Arioch the king’s captain, What is the reason for which this decree has gone forth from the king with such haste? Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel.


  Arioch told Daniel the king had discovered that the wise men, the magi, the spiritualists, and the witches were nothing but a bunch of liars and that it was better to kill them all. How many “wise” people in the universities and colleges and positions of power in this day and age are, in reality, only liars?


  16 And Daniel went in, and asked the king that he give him time and that he would show the king the interpretation.


  Daniel is an example and a shadow of Jesus who also came as a slave, respecting God’s judgment and saying, I can of my own self do nothing; as I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just because I seek not my own will, but the will of the Father who has sent me (John 5:30). Jesus said he did not come to do his own will or to say his own words. Any judgment that came out of his mouth would be his Father’s judgment flowing through him.


  What did the Lord Jesus do with the Samaritan woman he found near the well who’d had five husbands and was living with one that was not her husband? He gave her life, he treated her with dignity, and she came away filled with joy and ready to convince everyone, even the religious Jews, about his truth.


  The Lord Jesus spoke to them about the Good Samaritan, but they didn’t understand. They brought him the woman caught in adultery, but the Lord didn’t even accuse her.14 He sent her forth with a word that probably remained engraved in her heart and mind for the rest of her life: go and sin no more (John 8:11).


  If we depend on what God says, then what he says can be fulfilled in us. If that woman truly believed the word that God gave her, it was possible for her to go and sin no more. If it hadn’t been possible, he wouldn’t have spoken it.


  Daniel had the same attitude as the Lord Jesus. He didn’t judge the Babylonians, even though he was in the midst of a terrible and perverse situation. He took everything with a good attitude. He desired good for the pagan king and not evil. Deep down, the king knew that the magicians, the Chaldeans, and the professors at the university were not as wise as they made themselves out to be. Even with their occult sciences, they couldn’t tell him the dream he had the night before.


  17 Then Daniel went to his house and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions, 


  These men had been given pagan names, as mentioned before. Daniel, which means “God is the judge,” was replaced with Belteshazzar, which means “Baal will preserve his life.” Daniel’s three friends had also received different names, but the Bible keeps referring to them with their Hebrew names.


  18 to petition mercies of the God of heaven concerning this mystery and that Daniel and his fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.


  19 Then the mystery was revealed unto Daniel in a night vision for which Daniel blessed the God of heaven.


  20 And Daniel spoke and said, Blessed be the name of God from age to age for wisdom and might are his;


  21 and it is he that changes the times and the opportunities; he removes kings and sets up kings; he gives wisdom unto the wise and knowledge unto those that know understanding:


  Being Understood


  Verse 21 says God gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those that know understanding. This word “understanding” appears frequently throughout the Word of God. Who are the ones that know understanding? It’s one thing when God enlightens us and opens our minds and hearts so we can understand something. But there are those who pass beyond that realm and “know understanding,” because God understands them and knows them. 


  When they say something or when they ask him something, it makes sense to God. The clean remnant are purged of all contamination and, like Daniel, have decided to do everything possible to not contaminate themselves.


  Daniel remained undefiled by eating only vegetables and drinking water. We can remain undefiled by rejecting the river of humanism with its “production” and “agriculture.” We can decide to receive everything that comes from God, our clean source. The man-made river was constructed to cultivate grapes, fatten cows, and make the pagan cult function. The king’s food came from those sacrifices and offerings. The river of Chebar, which was a canal made by man, provided all of this.


  “Euphrates” means “double fruitfulness.” This is what happens when things are done God’s way. On the other hand, the river of humanism produces fornication and homosexuality. It produces the union of humanity with other spirits that are not of God. It also creates the illusion that man in union with man can reproduce life. 


  This isn’t true. In the United States and Europe, there is much talk about human and homosexual rights. True, we all have rights. Fornicators also have rights because they are also citizens. The same law applies to everyone. Some Christians, by trying to clean the nation on their own, propose a kind of inquisition to end homosexuality. This may sound good, but it isn’t God’s way, for he makes his sun to rise on the evil and on the good and sends rain on the just and on the unjust (Matthew 5:45). However, at the end of the season, judgment will take place based on the fruit.


  Before the Babylonians took over Jerusalem and before king Jehoiakim, Josiah was the king who lost control of Israel. Scripture says that Josiah made some of the greatest reforms in the history of Israel. He attempted tremendous reform to rid the nation of evil. He tore down the pagan altars that no one dared to tear down because Solomon had made them. He took the pagan priests, killed them, and burned their bones on top of their own altars. He killed witches and spiritualists; he reformed everything by brute force. 


  Josiah was so sure he had God’s approval that when the king of Egypt came against the king of Babylon, he went to the battle, even though God had not told him to do so. In the end, he was so scared that Scripture says he took off his kingly suit of chain mail that covered him completely. He put on a common captain’s breastplate to disguise himself. It had leather joints at the sides to join the front and back, and an arrow pierced him through the unprotected side. Josiah’s glory and reform ended.


  If God’s life is in us, we will not have to impose our values on others by brute force. People who sin know they lack fullness and satisfaction. Can we really blame them if they haven’t seen anything better, if the people of God have never shown them what works better? 


  The goal and the challenge we have is the same one Daniel and his three friends had. They came to Babylon, captured by the same spiritualists that King Josiah had spent his whole life trying to destroy. All the bad that the enemy tried to do to them turned into good. If they were castrated, this would have removed them from a realm of temptation, but it’s clear they realized that the decision to remain clean and uncontaminated depended on them.


  God began to intervene when they decided not to contaminate themselves. The same God who had declared the judgment now declared that they would find grace with their captors. He began to work in a way that the king of the pagans himself would have to acknowledge God as the only true God, and all those other spirits were good for nothing. 


  Daniel was conscious that he was in Babylon because God declared it; he is the judge, and for some reason God decided to allow this. Daniel knew that science and wisdom came from God.


  On the other hand, the word “understanding” is interesting. God gives wisdom to the wise, but knowledge (which is the essence and explanation for how everything functions and what things are) is given to those who know understanding. We think that God can give us understanding, but it is one thing to say we understand God and quite another when God understands us and when we are understood before his throne in heaven. 


  How many of us keep on repeating endless prayers, sounding like the confusion of Babylon before the throne of God? These prayers have little or no significance in heaven because true knowledge is given to those that know understanding, to those that speak God’s language because it flows from a clean heart.


  The phrase “those that know understanding” has been erased from many translations of the Bible simply because they didn’t know what to do with it. If we want to obtain true knowledge (vision; the ability to see things for what they are and how they work, where they come from, and where they are going), we need to be understood by God. It’s necessary that the way we live here is coherent in heaven. 


  I fear that many of the prayers that come from some of those who claim to represent God are just as confusing as the prayers of the astrologers, magicians, and Chaldeans of Babylon. They try to use God for their own personal gain and want everyone to revolve around them; when they do not know the answer, they begin talking in “Syriack” so no one will realize their falseness. They praise their own capacity while hiding their lack of understanding.


  How many times have we heard a person give us scientific explanations with impressive words, but in the end, they haven’t said anything? Daniel, on the other hand, received an answer from God, and it was not due to some hidden ability of his own.


  21. . . it is he that changes the times and the opportunities . . . 


  There are times and opportunities. Where are we in God’s timetable? What are the opportunities that the Lord has for us further on? We will never know if we are not understood in heaven. The opportunities can come and go without us even realizing it. Many are blind because seeing they do not see.15


  21 . . . he removes kings and sets up kings . . . 


  In Latin America and around the world, people are concerned and even troubled about things such as the president’s re-election or what’s happening in the United States of America; or they worry about changes in the Vatican, etc. God says we need to pray for those who are in power, in spite of what we think of them, because he allowed them to be in that position.


  22 He reveals that which is deep and hidden; he knows what is in darkness, and the light dwells with him.


  There is no light outside of God. What we think is light is not light because outside of him, there is only darkness.16


  23 Unto thee, O God of my fathers, do I confess and give thee praise that thou hast given me wisdom and might and now hast shown me what we asked of thee, for thou hast shown us the king’s matter.


  God has had, and will have, a people here on earth who will know the king’s matter. Why is our human race here? What is the dominion and authority that God has placed in our power? What will the consequences of all our human good intentions be?


  24 After this Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king had ordained to destroy the wise men of Babylon; he went and said thus unto him, Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon; bring me in before the king, and I will show unto the king the interpretation.


  Notice Daniel’s attitude in the midst of so much contamination and perversion. With all the terrible things these people would do, he could have said something like, “Look, king, my three friends and I are the only good ones in this place where there are magicians, astrologers, people who talk to the dead, witches, and perverts who walk in these pagan temples. So, I will tell you the interpretation if you save my three friends and me. As for these other people, kill them, but do not kill us; we are the real deal.” Religion, including much of organized Christianity, has functioned like this for centuries, but not Daniel.


  How many so-called prophets and people who say they have the word of God would do something like this? They would say something like this: “I have the answer, and I deserve something in exchange; we are going to do these wise men in and impose our beliefs because our group, our denomination, our ministry, our gift of prophecy is the real thing, and we are not going to allow anyone to deceive the king anymore.” I fear that this is what many would say today. But this is not what Daniel did.


  Daniel had already had encounters with these people. He’d had problems, and later some of these same people tried to kill him in the lions’ den. They named him “Baal will preserve his life,” yet Daniel was sentenced to death because of them. Their lives, however, were saved because of Daniel. So, where is Baal?


  25 Then Arioch brought Daniel in before the king in haste and said thus unto him, I have found a man of the captives of Judah that will make known unto the king the interpretation.


  Scripture is clear in that if we try to save our life, we will lose it; but if we lose our life for the Lord and for the gospel, we will find it. When we are in his life, we have the liberty to do God’s will. Arioch realized that the life of God was in and with Daniel; he noticed that Daniel behaved in a different way than how all the magicians and wise men of Babylon would have if they had received this revelation.


  26 The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, [the king still did not have the revelation] Art thou able to make me understand the dream which I have seen and its interpretation?


  27 Daniel answered in the presence of the king and said, The mystery which the king demands cannot be shown unto the king by wise men, astrologers, magicians, nor fortune-tellers.


  28 But there is a God in the heavens who reveals the mysteries, and he has made known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall happen at the end of days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, is this:


  Daniel began where the other wise men ended. They had said that no king had ever demanded such a thing from any magician, astrologer, or Chaldean. Daniel made them look good when he affirmed the same thing. 


  But they said there were angels of God in another realm whose dwelling is not with flesh, and who could reveal the dream to the king, but they had no access to them. What were they forced to do? They were forced to admit that they didn’t have true wisdom. 


  However, Daniel gives the answer, lifts God up, and gives them all a second chance.


  29 Thou, O king, in thy bed, thy thoughts rose up to know what should come to pass in the future; and he that reveals the mysteries showed thee what shall come to pass.


  30 And unto me this mystery has been revealed, not for any wisdom that is in me more than in all those living but that I notify the interpretation to the king and that thou might understand the thoughts of thy heart.


  Right now, God is raising up a ministry for the same purpose for which he raised up Daniel: to explain to the human race what their forgotten unfulfilled dream is. If God is allowing a clean word to flow purer and purer, it isn’t because we are something special but because he has decided that this is the time. The Lord who gave the dream is the same God that took it away and the same God that broke the king’s spirit; he is doing this now with the entire human race.


  31 Thou, O king, didst see and behold a great image. . . . 


  Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream


  We were created in the image and likeness of God, and God said that everything he had made was good. But then after a while, God himself repented (turned around) of having made man. He said that men’s hearts were perverse and only evil came from them. God wanted to destroy the human race, but Scripture says Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD (Genesis 6:5–8). Jesus Christ also found grace and favor before God and men (Luke 2:52), and this is what happened with Daniel.


  31 . . . This image, which was very large and whose glory was very sublime, stood before thee, and its form was terrible.


  His glory was sublime but very terrible, perplexing the king. The inquiry the king had is the same question the entire human race has. There is a great purpose for our existence here, but the present situation has not improved; it has only gotten worse.


  32 The head of this image was of fine gold, its breasts and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of brass,


  33 its legs of iron, its feet part of iron and part of baked clay.


  The state of the image began more or less okay, but it progressively deteriorated down to the feet made of iron and clay, which do not mix well. In other words, this image had very sublime, almost divine thoughts, and very capable arms, but it had no ability to walk or function. Gold symbolizes God’s nature, and silver symbolizes redemption, but the image had the belly made of bronze, which symbolizes judgment. Humans are terrible at judging others because we all have our own excuses and blame others for the state in which we are in.


  The image stood on legs of iron, which represent the law. The feet were made of iron and clay; humans who are of the dust of the earth (or clay) have never been able to fulfill the law. Because we cannot fulfill the law, judgment fails, our redemption fails, our sublime and even divine thoughts end up being hopeless because we cannot walk, and we cannot function. This is what the king saw. Sadly, he didn’t fully understand the explanation even though he received it with great joy.


  How do I know that he didn’t understand it? Later in the third chapter, the king made a statue of himself of pure gold, sixty cubits high and six cubits wide, so that everyone would worship it. How many people who have received a revelation from God have failed because they have tried to implement it their own way?


  34 Thou didst see until a stone was cut out, not with hands, which smote the image upon its feet that were of iron and baked clay and broke them to pieces.


  This stone that crushed the image (representing all our seemingly good human capacities and every empire that ever was or ever will be) was cut without hands. This means we will not be able to bring down this Babylonian system (which is the head of everything man does) with our own hands, or with our own effort. To accomplish this, a stone must be cut without hands. In other words, God is the one who must do it.


  35 Then was the iron, the baked clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold broken to pieces together and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away that no place was found for them again; and the stone that smote the image was made into a great mountain that filled the whole earth.


  36 This is the dream, and we will tell its interpretation before the king.


  37 Thou, O king, art king of kings, for the God of heaven has given thee the kingdom, the power, and the strength, and the majesty.


  38 And everything that is inhabited by children of men, beasts of the field, and fowls of the heaven, he has given into thine hand, and has made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold.


  Sometimes we believe we are here in the hands of the devil or other things, and it’s true that we have sold our birthright and fallen. But God has given man true authority over all of nature, over everything that can be seen. This has tremendous implications in the realm of the unseen.


  39 And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the land.


  40 And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron; and as iron breaks in pieces and subdues all things, and as iron that breaks all these things, it shall break in pieces and bruise.


  41 And whereas thou didst see the feet and toes, part of baked potters’ clay and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divisive; but there shall be in it some of the strength of the iron, such as thou didst see the iron mixed with baked clay.


  42 And as the toes of the feet were part of iron and part of baked clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly fragile.


  43 Concerning that which thou didst see, the iron mixed with baked clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men, but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron does not mix with clay.


  Human beings have not been able to abide by the imposed laws placed by man. Even when there is a death penalty, they still have not been able to keep them.


  44 And in the days of those kings [or kingdoms] the God of heaven shall raise up a kingdom which eternally shall never become corrupted, and this kingdom shall not be left to another people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.


  Every human kingdom continues to degrade; corruption is increasing. Right now, no one suggests having one man reign over a country or over the world. Many countries have declared it necessary to have three separate powers: for example, the executive, the legislative, and the judicial. The goal with this system is to distribute the power among many people, but unfortunately, this may actually increase corruption. It does not take very long to run up huge fiscal deficits.


  In the Babylonian kingdom, they believed it better for one man to run everything because it made things less complicated. What they accomplished was incredible. They had no debates or political formulas; if the king wanted something to be built, they did it, and fast, because if they didn’t, their heads would be cut off. Others would replace the disobedient ones. This was the protocol for war or conquest, and it was a very efficient system.


  As far as the systems of this world are concerned, God himself said that the kingdom of Babylon was the head of gold, meaning it functioned better than anything else. Where are we now? After going through Babylon, the Medes and the Persians, the Greeks, the Roman Empire, we are in the time of the democracies. These descendants of the Roman Empire do not function; they cannot walk.


  Our society is corrupted more and more each day, and God says this will all end, but not because of the capitalists who exploit their workers, or because of the guerrillas who live in the jungle, or the Muslim extremists – not even because of the world powers or the third world countries. God says it will all collapse without the intervention of hands, in just one hit. There will be a different kingdom that will never become corrupted. For this to happen, there must be a change of life because our life is corrupt, but his life is incorruptible.


  In order to fill the whole earth with the kingdom of God, people need to be filled with the life of God instead of their own life. This is what Scripture promises. The exact date is unknown, but we are coming to the point in history when this will happen. 


  People fight for oil, for money, for power, etc. They fight for things that are not important, and sooner or later, this will all cease. Even if a person gets a chance at power, how long will they be able to enjoy it? How long will it last: five, ten, twenty, years? We need God’s wisdom, but even more than that, we need to be understood in heaven before the throne of God in order to understand true knowledge so that we can see where we have been and where we are going. How can we be understood in heaven if we don’t speak God’s language,17 if the love and nature of God doesn’t flow from our hearts? Scripture says that out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks (Matthew 12:34). 


  45 In the manner which thou didst see that out of the mountain was cut one stone, not with hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God has shown the king what shall come to pass hereafter; and the dream is true, and its interpretation sure.


  46 Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face and humbled himself before Daniel and commanded that they should sacrifice presents and sweet odours unto him.


  The kingdom of Babylon is compared to a golden head in a statue that represents all the empires of the earth until the time of the end. According to God, the kingdom of Babylon was the best. When the Medes and the Persians took over, the material degraded to silver; when the Greeks came, the material degraded to bronze; when the Romans came, the material degraded even more to iron; and when we get to our present time, the time of the democracies represented by the feet, the statue degraded to iron mixed with clay.


  In the Scriptures, iron symbolizes the law; today we have the rule of law. Clay represents man in Scripture, so we have Roman or English law as a foundation, which is man’s law instead of God’s law. People try to unite on the basis of law, but they are unable to change human hearts.


  At the end of the king’s dream, a stone cut without hands crashes into the image. Where does it crash? It crashes into the feet. It crashes into the democracies of our present time, and the statue turned into dust and was taken by the wind. Nothing remained of it. That stone grew and formed a mountain that filled and dominated the earth; this is the true kingdom of God.


  46 Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face . . .


  Notice he didn’t fall on his back; he fell on his face.


  46 . . . and humbled himself before Daniel and commanded that they should sacrifice presents and sweet odours unto him.


  47 The king answered unto Daniel and said, Certainly the God that is your God is God of gods and the Lord of the kings and the revealer of the mysteries, seeing thou could reveal this mystery.


  48 Then the king magnified Daniel and gave him many and great gifts and made him governor over the whole province of Babylon and prince of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon.


  49 And Daniel requested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, over the affairs of the province of Babylon; but Daniel was at the gate of the king.


  In Acts 14, when the people wanted to sacrifice presents to Paul, he didn’t allow it. But here it’s different; the king fell down and started to worship Daniel and asked for presents to sacrifice before Daniel. However, we must understand that in this example, Daniel represents the new man that has no corruption, of which our Lord Jesus is the head, and the rest of the body is of the same quality.


  Daniel became second in the kingdom, and his three friends were placed in charge of the province of Babylon where the king was reconstructing pagan temples and mansions and building one of the wonders of the ancient world.


  Using their pagan names, the three friends were placed over all the province of Babylon, and Daniel was at the gate of the king. What happened to Daniel was similar to what happened to Joseph in Egypt. 


  I have been told by some of those who have dug in Iraq that they found heaps of residues of everything that King Nebuchadnezzar did, and that most of the bricks they found (of which tremendous cities were made) bear the stamp of the king’s name. 


  Daniel and his three friends were in charge of all this. They were the ones who directed all the construction in Babylon that, according to historians and philosophers, was one of the marvels of the ancient world. However, notice that the Bible doesn’t mention this; it only says they were placed in authority. The rest of the book focuses on the revelations that God gave Daniel because Daniel was understood in heaven.


  Babylon passed. Today it’s completely destroyed, and what Saddam Hussein tried to rebuild was also destroyed. But the wisdom God gave Daniel remains written; God is still amplifying the revelation for those of us who are living in the time of the fulfillment.


  Let us pray:


  Lord, we give you thanks and we ask that we will be able to appreciate the purity that is needed to be understood in heaven. Allow this
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