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C H A P T E R  1 
THE 
AMERICAN 
DREAM 
I didn’t need this job. I ran for governor to find out if the American dream still exists in anyone’s heart other than mine. I’m happy to say that it does. I’m living proof that the myths aren’t true. The candidate with the most money isn’t always the one who wins. You don’t have to be a career politician to serve in public office. You don’t have to be well connected or propped up by special-interest groups. You don’t even have to be a Democrat or a Republican. You can stand on your own two feet and speak your mind, because if people like where you’re coming from, they will vote you in. The will of the people is still the most powerful force in our government. We can put whomever we choose into office, simply by exercising that will. 
We’re a nation of bootstrappers. We’re visionaries. And we’re not afraid to turn our visions into reality. That’s the great thing about Americans—the word can’t isn’t part of our vocabulary. We’ve always been a can-do people. And we still are, despite all the negative things we hear about how corrupt our government has become, and despite the fact that we’ve become too reliant on that same government for things it has no business providing. We might have lost sight of it a little bit, but we are still the keepers of the American dream. 
How else could a guy like me have become the governor of Minnesota? Look at me: I’m no career politician—I’m a six-foot-four, 250-pound ex–Navy SEAL, pro wrestler, radio personality, and film actor. I only got into politics in the first place because I have a pretty noticeable habit of speaking my mind. But I guess a good bit of what I had to say must have made sense to people, because they elected me twice. 
This book is mostly about me, about where I stand, and about where I came from. But what’s happening in Minnesota right now is far bigger than me. History is being made. Like many other people across the nation, Minnesotans are fed up with the good-old-boy network that cares more about keeping itself well ensconced than it does about carrying out the voters’ wishes. In 1998’s gubernatorial race, I gave them an alternative. 
I’m a Minneapolis native with working-class roots. My collar’s indelibly blue. I belong to the private sector, and that’s where I’m returning the minute my term as governor is over. I stand for the common man because I am him. That’s one reason the people of Minnesota elected me: I know where they’re coming from because I came from the same place. 
They also voted for me, I think, because I’m not easy to ignore. I’m big, I’m loud, and I’m not afraid to say what I think. But I also got a powerful set of ethics from my parents, some serious hard-core discipline from the Navy SEALs, and some decent people skills from my careers as a professional wrestler, film actor, and radio personality. And I can talk to people without talking down to them. 
But if I had to pick one reason Minnesotans voted for me, I would have to say that it is because I tell the truth. I stand tall and speak freely, even when it isn’t politically expedient to do so. That, above all, is what I think Minnesotans voted for: honesty. 
This book has two purposes: first, to tell you where I stand—and why—on the issues that affect us all. Anybody who offers themselves for public office owes you that; and second, to tell you the story of what made me who I am. I’m an ordinary guy who went for his dreams and made them happen. The only things I’ve ever been handed are extraordinary guidance and lifelong friendship, without which I could never have achieved all that I have. But I’m no golden child. I’ve had basically the same opportunities as most of you. And if a guy like me can become the governor, so could you. That’s the way American government is supposed to work. 
Unfortunately, there’s an idea out there that’s very destructive to the American electoral system. It’s the idea that you have to cast your vote for whoever’s most likely to win, because otherwise you’re wasting your vote. That is simply not true. There is no such thing as a wasted vote. 
Voting is not supposed to be just a popularity contest. It’s not like betting on a horse race. It’s our responsibility when we vote to vote for the ideas we would like to see become public policy. We have to choose our candidates by the things they stand for, not by their ratings in the polls. When we bow to the pressure of the polls, we get exactly the phenomenon we’re complaining about now: career politicians who will say anything to get your vote and who don’t stand for anything except what the latest poll tells them to support. Yet somehow, that’s become the standard. But it doesn’t have to be that way. 
I understand why so many people don’t vote anymore, and I sympathize with them. It can seem like a waste of time when the only candidates you see in the news are cookie-cutter copies of the ones you saw in the last election and the election before that. But these days you have to look beyond what the media tells you to think and make up your own mind about the issues. Your choices aren’t limited to the party favorites who have the money and the influence to get themselves into the limelight. You can vote for anybody you want. My stand on voting is that if you don’t cast your vote, you forfeit your right to whine about the government. 
When I announced that I was running for governor, everybody said I couldn’t win. They said my campaign was an exercise in futility. The media thought I was a joke. My opponents pretended I didn’t exist. But on November 3, 1998, the people of Minnesota came out in droves and made it happen. This election had the largest voter turnout (in years without a presidential election) in Minnesota’s history and almost the largest in the country’s history. We shocked the world. We wasted the system with “wasted” votes. 
My Democratic opponent, Attorney General Hubert H. “Skip” Humphrey III, called our victory a “wake-up call of the first order.” Even my Republican opponent, Saint Paul Mayor Norm Coleman, said that we ignited a spark, even though he said he didn’t have any idea what that spark was. They knew I was popular, but neither of them had any idea how I won. 
How did I do it? With a secret weapon that the other two candidates didn’t have: The people who put me in office were overwhelmingly people who had never participated in the system before, and a huge number of these new voters were collegeage people. 
The bottom line is that my opponents were boring. They were the same old brand of career politicians, the kind that comes out of the woodwork every four years, spouts the same old rhetoric about the same issues, and then disappears. People don’t bother to come to the polls anymore because they don’t see the point. The candidates are virtually indistinguishable from each other. Minnesotans might not have been quite sure what they were getting when they voted for me, but one thing they knew for sure: It wouldn’t be business as usual! 
There’s a brand-new generation in Minnesota that has just come into the electoral system. They saw this election as an opportunity to be heard. They’ve infused Minnesota politics with new blood. And as long as we do what we have to do to keep this new generation involved, we’re going to turn this system around. 
My victory is important for another reason. I’m the first member of the Reform Party to win a statewide office. There’s been talk recently that the Reform Party has had it. People have been saying that we’re going to go the way of most other third parties: We’ll show up and bark just loud enough to get the two traditional parties back in line a little, then we’ll quietly disappear. But our government needs more than just a face-lift—it needs a major overhaul. The Reform Party’s work is far from over. In fact, it’s barely begun. 
We have to build this party from the bottom up. It must be a grassroots organization, or else it’s meaningless. And if you look at it that way, then no election is insignificant. No win for the party is too small. A government that is truly by the people has to be grassroots at its foundation. It has to come from the bottom up. 
Think of the alternative. If the party’s controlled from the top, then whose hands is it in? Career politicians. The comfortably ensconced people who are many levels removed from the working people of this country. The fact that our nation’s government is controlled by people like that is at the heart of every complaint I hear about our government today. 
Standard operating procedure in our political system today is that everyone’s owned, either by one of the two parties or by special-interest groups. Career politicians are bought and sold. And that’s how I’m different: No one owns me. I come with no strings attached. All the lobbyists in Minnesota are running scared right now because suddenly the rules of the game have changed. They have no leverage with me. They have no in. 
One of the first things I did during the transition period between the election and the inauguration was to bring in thirteen citizens from across the state. These were people who were either first-time voters or who hadn’t voted in five consecutive elections. I asked each of them a question: Now that you’ve come into the system, how do we keep you involved? 
Their answers were very clear, very honest. They said, It’s the same story every four years. Whenever an election’s coming up, all the politicians come out and give you the same song and dance about the same issues, all the way up until they get elected. Then you don’t hear any more from them until it’s time for them to get elected again. We’re tired of it. If you want to keep us involved, don’t tell us what you think we want to hear, tell us the truth. 
There’s a great need in our government right now for honesty. All you have to do is look at what’s going on in Washington these days to see that. I’ve always told the truth, because I believe it’s the right thing to do. But coming from the private sector gives me a credibility that career politicians don’t have. I have no hidden agenda. I don’t need to tell you what you want to hear so I can get reelected. I have a very successful life waiting for me outside of politics; I don’t need to get reelected. 
Anyone who’s known me through the years, in any of my various careers, will tell you that I speak my mind. I’m incorrigible when it comes to that. You might not always like what you hear, but you’re gonna hear it anyway. I call it like I see it; I tell the truth. And if I don’t know something, I’ll say so. Then I’ll try to find the answer. 
I decided to run for governor because I got mad. In 1997, the State of Minnesota had a budget surplus of more than four billion dollars. The voters wanted that surplus returned to them because, in their opinion, they’d been overcharged. But Minnesota legislators chose to ignore the wishes of the people and instead dreamed up all kinds of pork-barrel projects to make themselves look good when reelection time came. Some of that surplus money was bonded to pay for high-profile projects that the people didn’t want. As a result, our children are going to have to assume the payments on the out-of-date convention centers and sports facilities these politicians built to help themselves get reelected. Is that how we show our children we care for them? Is that the kind of public servants the voters really want? 
I also saw that a lot of people had no voice in decisions affecting their taxes. For example, there’s a group called the Metropolitan Council that can levy taxes in a seven-county area that makes up the Twin Cities, even though the council seats aren’t filled by elections. Nowhere else in the state is there this extra layer of government. Another example is people who own lakeshore property. They are also highly taxed but receive very few municipal services and have no say in policy matters. In my book, these are both cases of taxation without representation. 
I want to make government more directly accountable to the people. If I’d run for governor and lost because no one was interested in or cared about what I want to do, that would have been fine with me. It’s their choice. But I wasn’t going to be weeded out because the system said I couldn’t win. 
My campaign was anything but run-of-the-mill. My opponents were in suits. I was wearing jeans and a Minnesota Timberwolves jacket, and my campaign slogan was “Retaliate in ’98.” Since so many people were convinced I didn’t have a chance, early on in the race the thought of voting for me was considered pointless but fun. Garrison Keillor even said voting for me was like throwing toilet paper in the trees to piss off Dad. I became the candidate of choice for the rebellious. But I went out and made myself available to people. I listened. And I learned. 
Unlike my opponents, not a penny of my campaign money came from special-interest groups. Instead, my supporters relied on Minnesota’s Political Campaign Refund program, which allowed them to donate fifty dollars each to my campaign, and then get a fifty-dollar refund from the state after the election. I spent $600,000 on my campaign; my opponents together spent close to $13 million. 
I knew that in order for the campaign to work, everyone in the state needed to know that Jesse Ventura was a candidate for governor. Many people are not on the Internet. Many people don’t read newspapers. But nearly everyone watches TV, so that’s where I focused my campaign. I got on TV and promised the people that there would be no big-money power brokers behind the scenes, yanking their governor’s chain. I promised I’d be there to serve the people, not the special interests. And I promised to be honest with them. 
A lot of people laughed at the idea of this big, beefy featherboa-wearing ex–pro wrestler and film actor as the head of state. OK, so maybe it’s funny. But there are precedents. Other entertainers have successfully gone into politics: Ronald Reagan. Senator Fred Thompson. Clint Eastwood. Sonny Bono. Even Gopher from The Love Boat, Fred Grandy. I’ll let you in on a secret about being an entertainer: It’s all about communicating, about being able to see things from a bunch of different perspectives. There’s a lot about entertainment that translates directly to the kind of public relations that you have to do in politics. When you’re serving in a public office, you have to be able to communicate extremely well. It didn’t bother me all that much that people laughed. To tell the truth, it bothered me more when they stopped laughing after the election. 
It’s strange how before this victory, nobody took me seriously. Now, suddenly, everyone’s lost their sense of humor. Yes, I now have a heavy responsibility, which I take very seriously. But I’m still the same person I always was. It reminds me of Voltaire’s quote about God being “a comedian playing before an audience that can’t laugh.” That applies to me, too—not to put myself on God’s level, but people take me as far more serious than I am. I don’t know where our sense of humor has gone in this country. I’m finding out that when I talk to the media, a lot of the time I have to throw up my hands and say, “That’s a JOKE!” 
Politics is not my life. I have a career in radio and another career in film. I have a wife who is the sweetest person in the world and two kids who are growing up into terrific, well-rounded people. I don’t need or want to spend the rest of my life in politics. When I’m finished with my term as governor, I’m going back to the life that’s waiting for me in the private sector. For one thing, it pays better. And for another, none of the other careers I’ve had in my life has kept me trapped in my own home and under surveillance twenty-four hours a day. I’m accustomed to answering only to myself and my family. Now I have to answer to the entire state of Minnesota. But I’m taking on this responsibility, willingly and voluntarily, because I have a vision for how to make things better. And as a citizen of the greatest democracy in the world, I have a duty to do my small part. 
This is all new to me, and I feel a little like the Rodney Dangerfield character in Back to School. But I’ll adapt. I’ll do what needs to be done. The responsibility doesn’t scare me. I’ve been through SEAL training. I’ve faced death and lived to tell about it. Nothing that happens in the next four years can possibly be as tough as that. 
You can rest assured that I have plans for the next four years. I’m here to affect policy as much as I can. But no matter how the next four years go, I’ve challenged the status quo and won. I’ve restored people’s confidence in our political system. I’ve awakened their hope. My victory is part of a much bigger picture. It’s a wake-up call. It’s the beginning of a political revolution. 

C H A P T E R  2
SOUND BODY,
SOUND MIND
Where I’m Coming From
I am not a career politician. I’m not a Democrat. I’m not a Republican. I’m a working man with commonsense ideas and goals. I describe myself politically as fiscally conservative and socially moderate-to-liberal. 
We need to keep a permanently tight rein on government spending. I believe working people should keep as much of their money as possible, and I believe they should have a more direct say in how it’s spent. But I don’t believe we need the government’s help as much as some think we do. That belief sets me apart from the Democrats, since their way of dealing with everything is to tax and spend. 
I also believe that government has no business telling us how we should live our lives. I think our lifestyle choices should be left up to us. What we do in our private lives is none of the government’s business. That position rules out the Republican Party for me. As the cliché says, “I don’t want Democrats in the boardroom, and I don’t want Republicans in the bedroom.” 
So I stand before you as an advocate of minimal government interference and of minimal public reliance on government, which in anybody’s book ought to spell lower taxes. And that pretty much keeps me out of both parties. 
That’s the way I want it. Neither of the two parties is truly representing the people anymore. They’re at opposite extremes, with about 70 percent of us in the middle. That needs to change, and that’s why I’m a member of the Reform Party. 
Right now, too much of the business of the government is focused on keeping itself in business. A lot of its programs are set up so that when they are working the way they’re supposed to, they spend more tax dollars and cause the government to bloat even further. Unless we do something, the cancer will just keep spreading. At this point, maybe all we can do is apply chemotherapy to keep it from growing any further. Our government’s growth is becoming harder and harder to control. 
What’s worse, as time goes on, we’re getting more and more into the habit of looking to the government to solve our problems. I believe the American people are capable of getting along just fine with a whole lot less help from the government. Common sense, fiscally and socially, is more helpful than a dozen new laws. I think if the average person thought about it that way, he or she would tell you they’d rather keep more of their tax money and use it to solve their problems on their own! 
Yet the cancer continues to spread. We have far more laws on the books, for example, than we really need to do the job. Just because you’re a legislator doesn’t mean your job is to create more laws for people to live by! During my transition period, I went into Secretary of State Joan Growe’s office. One entire wall of her office was filled with books—volume after volume of Minnesota’s laws. And the court decisions interpreting those laws fill an entire library. Now, you’ve heard that ignorance is no excuse for breaking the law. So every citizen has to know all those laws? It would take years! 
There are professionals whose job it is to be experts in the law. They train for the same amount of time as medical doctors, and they still have to lug around these huge, ponderous law books, because even they can’t keep it all in their heads! If we’re going to hold average citizens responsible for knowing the laws, don’t you think we’d better make sure the laws are knowable? 
I believe in the K.I.S.S. rule: Keep It Simple, Stupid. In many cases, the laws we already have on the books would work just fine; they’d do the job if we would just become more serious about enforcing them. A new law is not always a better law. 
Government programs suffer from the same kind of unchecked, cancerous bloat. The number of special interests out there is constantly growing. Everybody has a wish list. Everybody has a cause. If we indulged everybody’s wish list, we’d be paying 60 to 70 percent of our income to the government! We need to set priorities. We have to learn when to say no. Nobody has a right to government money just because they have a cause. There are a lot of good causes out there, but they can’t possibly all be served by government. I think in their heart of hearts, most people understand that the government cannot function efficiently when it becomes a charity organization. The Constitution guarantees us our rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That’s all. It doesn’t guarantee our right to charity. 
The government is not a parent. We can’t expect the government to always be there, ready to bail us out. When we make decisions in life, we have to be willing to live with the consequences. We can’t expect the government to help us get back on our feet every time we make a bad decision. We have to accept responsibility for the decisions we make. That goes for education, career moves, family planning, the whole nine yards. Certainly, there should be some kind of government safety net; government has a role in helping us out in genuine crises, but a line has to be drawn somewhere. We can’t look to government every time we make a decision that causes us to tighten our belts a few notches. 
We’ve gotten in a bad habit of overlegislating. I believe in the American people’s ability to govern themselves. I believe that if government would just get out of the way and allow them to lead their lives as they choose, they will succeed. Government only needs to be there to support them in their efforts. 
Remember that government doesn’t earn one single dollar it spends. In order for you to get money from the government, that money must first be taken from somebody else. It’s amazing to me how often people lose sight of this. It’s not fair for a person who wanted to go to college but not work for it, or who decided to have kids when they weren’t financially ready, or who made a poor business decision, to take money from someone else. In many cases, the person they’re taking it from only has money to give because they made sounder decisions. Do we want to penalize people for leading their lives responsibly? Do we want to send people the message that it doesn’t matter if they are financially responsible, since the government will always be there to force other people to bail them out? 
If public service is going to work as it should, public servants have to know who the public they’re serving really is. To do that they must first have spent time building a life the way we working people have, or our concerns will never be real to them. You can’t have a government of the people, by the people, and for the people if the people who operate the government spend the vast majority of their adult lives, or at least of their careers, inside an isolated and, in a sense, artificial world. They’re making decisions that profoundly affect the average American citizen, yet they have no idea what life for the average American citizen is like! They’ve never been there, or it’s been so long they can’t remember. 
You’ve heard the old saying that power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely? That’s what comes into play when public servants make a career out of what they do: They eventually have to shift their focus from serving the public to serving their careers. It’s not a career if you don’t get reelected! So that becomes your objective: winning the election, staying in the game. Raising money. To hell with the “public service”! 
On the other hand, when somebody who isn’t a career politician takes office, everyone understands that it’s temporary. They’ll serve one or two terms, then they’ll be out. They have a life and a career somewhere else. Odds are, they themselves will be affected by the legislation they pass or the programs they implement during their term. They probably sought office because they felt strongly enough about one issue or several issues to want to do something about them. This is the mind-set we want in our public servants. 
Where I Stand on the Issues
Government Reform
If you haven’t got my point yet, I’m saying that we need to take control of our government out of the hands of career politicians and special-interest groups and put it back into the hands of the people. As it now stands, we’re overly dependent on a system that seldom has our best interests at heart. 
The two major political parties wield far too much power. Their control over the political process is deeply entrenched and embedded in the system, and it’s carefully orchestrated to keep nonparty candidates out and to keep the two parties in control. But that’s not how it’s supposed to be. Government is supposed to represent us, not the two parties. 
We desperately need to reform government so that we can reclaim more of the decision-making power in our lives, as well as keep more of the money that we earn. We’re a capitalist society. Government’s role is not to baby-sit us. It’s to provide the basic infrastructure and essential public services that will best facilitate our individual and collective prosperity and freedom. Beyond that, it has no business interfering in our lives. 
Term Limits
Term limits are the most effective means of keeping career politicians out of the system. After an individual serves the prescribed term, he or she gets a one-way ticket back to the private sector and makes way for someone else from the private sector to step forward. That dynamic link to the world of the common citizen is vital in keeping government on track. 
Campaign Reform
Our campaign laws desperately need an overhaul. Do you know how difficult it is for anyone coming directly from the private sector to get into office? There are all kinds of roadblocks and catch-22s and technicalities set up to keep the two traditional parties in power. The will of the people can hardly even be heard through the current maze of regulation! 
We need to set up our campaign system so that who gets to run is not a matter of how much money they have or whether they belong to a party. Campaigns have become far too expensive, and the average candidate ends up selling out to specialinterest groups in order to obtain the funding to run. 
When candidates accept special-interest or political-action-committee money, they are indebted to the group that is funding them. In effect, they’ve been bought. It’s legalized bribery. Campaigns should be funded only by the people, from small, individual donations, so that only those individuals that the people truly want will participate. 
Legal Reform
Our legal system has gotten sadly off track. Justice cannot be just if it’s swayed by wealth or celebrity status. There is hardly a more infamous event in our recent legal history than the O. J. Simpson trial. It was a travesty of justice that has left permanent scars on the judicial system, just as I have permanent scars on my forehead from wrestling. 
All the evidence points to O.J.’s guilt. There’s not a shred of evidence that points to anyone else. Yet Judge Ito caused the prosecution’s case to be lost. He allowed testimony and evidence into that trial that should never be allowed. You can’t put the cops on trial when there is no evidence they did anything illegal in connection with an arrest or investigation; if we allow that, what criminal case could ever be successfully tried? Everyone has things in their background that they’re not proud of, and if you allow that background to be scrutinized closely enough, you can weaken anyone’s credibility. 
What is worse, Johnnie Cochran cheated. It was reported that he went into O.J.’s house before the jurors toured it, took down pictures from the wall, and hung up pictures of Dr. Martin Luther King and other prominent black leaders, to make it appear as though O.J. was somehow still concerned about the black community. He wasn’t. I was invited to go on Cochran’s talk show, but I refused, because he willingly violated the law and manipulated his craft as a lawyer to let a double murderer walk free. 
That trial taught me that if you have enough celebrity status in this country, you can get away with anything—including murder. We’re celebrity worshipers. Any average person would have been convicted within a week. The memory of that case has left a permanent stain on our country’s history. The only positive thing we could possibly do now is to let that memory stand as an example of what’s wrong with our judicial system as we look for ways to fix it. 
Taxes
In a capitalist society, problems are best solved by lowering taxes, not by making government larger. The best-case scenario is for government to empower the people by letting them keep as much of their money as possible, then support them in the decisions they make. Government works less efficiently when it begins to grow out of control and takes on more and more of the responsibilities that belong to the citizens. 
A case in point is the shortage of affordable housing we have in Minneapolis. We have two choices: We can create yet another government program, pass more laws, provide more subsidies, and enact more restrictions—with the result that we’ll end up raising taxes. Or we can lower taxes so that we make it more attractive for private-sector builders to build in those areas. It must be made profitable for the private sector. You can’t just keep flushing more and more money into more and more government programs. If we allow the government to swell and fatten and bloat, who is going to foot the bill for it all? Look in the mirror. 
Consumption Tax Versus Income Tax
I’d like to see the income tax replaced by a national consumption tax. Instead of being taxed for making money, individuals would be taxed only when they make a purchase. They could control their taxation rate by controlling their spending habits. They would no longer be penalized for working and saving their money, and it would allow them to get their money before the government does. 
With a national consumption tax, each person will decide how much of their money the government is going to get. And if the people are in control, government spending will then have to become sensitive to the economy. And because tax collections will not increase when times turn bad, it would force government to live within its means. After all, the rest of us have to. 
Refunds for Budget Surpluses
As governor, I have to create the budget. And I believe that whenever we have a surplus of revenue above what is needed to run the government, that money should be returned to the taxpayer. The utility companies do that, why can’t government? The Democrats always argue that as long as there’s tax money left over, we can always find good, worthy programs to spend it on. That’s true. But there’s another way to handle that: It’s called “No!” If there are programs that the taxpayers want to give money to, then let’s put it in the budget. But we can’t be looking for excuses to spend money just because we have it to spend. The bottom line is, if there’s money left over on June 30, after the budget is balanced and the fiscal year is over, it should go back to the people who paid it. Plain and simple. 
The K.I.S.S. rule applies to how we send it back, too. The citizens don’t have time to watchdog the government; they’re busy working and raising families and trying to survive. We have to set up a refund mechanism that runs itself smoothly and efficiently. People should be able to trust that every other June 30 (we have a biannual budget in Minnesota), when we balance the budget, anything that’s left over will automatically come back to them. We as a people shouldn’t expect anything less. 
Property Tax Reform
You shouldn’t be taxed because your neighbor’s property goes up in value, and you shouldn’t be taxed for improving your own property. We’ve got to simplify it, make it fair, and make certain that people are not driven off their land whenever developers move into a neighborhood. 
Education
I can understand why some parents are tempted to write off public schools as a loss and send their kids to private schools. But I think that the parents who do that are losing sight of the bigger picture. We can make our neighborhood schools places to be proud of only if we’re willing to invest ourselves in them. No amount of tax money can replace parental involvement. 
I believe strongly that government should be encouraging parents to get involved in public schools, instead of giving them vouchers or tax credits so that they can send their kids to private schools. A recent study showed that about 72 percent of the parents surveyed would rather see their public schools improved than receive vouchers to send their kids to private schools. 
I went to Minnesota public schools from kindergarten straight through to high-school graduation, and so did my son. My daughter will do the same. I think we should view our public schools as a good system that’s in need of reform, rather than as a broken-down system that we should avoid. There’s still far more baby than bathwater here, and I would like to see the public schools succeed. What we need to do is examine the system closely, figure out where the problems are, see what solutions to those problems have worked elsewhere, and apply them. But we have abundant evidence that it doesn’t help public schools to simply throw more money at them or to keep endlessly lengthening the school year. Obviously, if something isn’t working, making it more costly and making more of it just makes for a bigger problem! 
There are pragmatic, commonsense steps we can take to improve the quality of the education our kids receive in public schools. The following are the fifteen steps for improving public education that Lieutenant Governor Mae Schunk and I developed during the campaign and posted on our website: 
IMPROVING PUBLIC EDUCATION 
	Improve student literacy by expecting all children to read by the end of first grade. 
	Help students develop a firm foundation of learning skills by reducing primary class sizes, grades K–3. 
	Improve math and science achievement through problem solving in real-life learning experiences. 
	Encourage and enlist greater parent participation in school-improvement efforts and in decision making. 
	Become a community of partners in learning: create a strong sense of responsibility and accountability for teachers, students, and parents; provide a variety of opportunities for parents to learn and be involved in their children’s education throughout the year. 
	Encourage more school-community partnerships to provide volunteer tutoring, mentorships, internships, and school-to-work programs. 
	Support and take part in school and community initiatives to prevent acts of violence. 
	Encourage all junior-high-school students to take a class about parenting and family responsibility. 
	Provide quality time for professional staff development to improve curriculum instruction. 
	Provide a curriculum that reflects cultural diversity. 
	Wire every classroom to the Internet and provide staff development for training, effective curriculum suggestions, and adequate resources. 
	Provide opportunity for community-service programs that will apply as academic credit for graduation. 
	Provide more creative programs for all interested students for after school and during the summer. 
	Develop high expectations. 
	Act as if we mean it (because we do) when we say, “KIDS BELONG IN SCHOOL!” 

(Source: The Official Jesse Ventura for Governor website: www.jesseventura.org) 
Families must invest in their neighborhood public schools
One thing that’s sadly lacking in our public schools these days is parental involvement. Without it, public schools can’t be what we want them to be. Families have to make personal commitments to their neighborhood schools. If people truly felt deeply involved with their schools, we could turn our schools around. Parents and retirees should be encouraged to get involved in literacy tutoring, in community-service projects, in parenting classes, and in helping out with homework. That’s one of the most beneficial uses I can see for the Internet: It can give parents a direct link to their children’s classroom environment and can open lines of communication between parents and teachers. Education is a cooperative effort: It takes parents and teachers working together as a team. 
The best way to solve most of our educational problems is to reduce class size
There’s hardly a more effective way to solve the problems we face in our educational system than to reduce class size. A ratio of no more than seventeen students per teacher ensures more one-on-one contact, better classroom discipline, you name it. Study after study has consistently shown that students do better when they are in classes with fewer students. 
Here in Minnesota, we have already allocated the money to reduce class size. Our problem is that there are too many loopholes in the program. The lesson
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