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​INTRODUCTION
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Contemporary liberal democracy finds itself under a silent, sophisticated, and deeply funded siege. Unlike the institutional ruptures of the twentieth century, which were marked by the rattling of sabers and military coups d'état, twenty-first-century democratic erosion advances in a technical, gradual, and legalistic manner. We are facing an unprecedented political mutation: contemporary neofascism, a project that does not seek to abolish democracy overnight, but rather to hollow it out from within, transforming its institutions into empty shells while concentrating power in spheres completely shielded from the scrutiny of the popular vote.

To comprehend the magnitude of this threat, it is imperative to abandon the analytical naivety that conceives the rise of the far right as a mere reflection of spontaneous social unrest, cyclical economic crises, or the charisma of populist leaders. On the contrary, the blossoming of this phenomenon is the visible crystallization of a long-term ideological architecture, incubated for decades in intellectual laboratories, networks of dark money, and transnational corporate structures. At the heart of this machinery operates a strategic and organic alliance between authoritarian cultural conservatism and so-called "market radicals": an ecosystem of intellectuals, economists, and financiers who promote absolute deregulation, the privatization of the public sphere, and the dismantling of the welfare state under the euphemism of "freedom."

The primary objective of this essay, Oracles of the Far Right: Think Tanks, Neoliberal Networks, and the Battle for Common Sense, is to untangle, map, and dismantle the material and cognitive infrastructure that sustains this new reactionary alliance. To achieve this, we adopt the sociology of knowledge as our main analytical and methodological tool—a true "epistemological TNT." Amidst the saturation of disinformation and "culture wars," it is no longer enough to refute data or appeal to fact-checking. The sociology of knowledge demands that we blow up the hidden assumptions of these narratives, tracing their social conditions of production: who funds these ideas? Which institutions validate them? What class interests do they protect, and what alternatives do they exclude from public debate? Following in the footsteps of thinkers like Karl Mannheim and C. Wright Mills, this book assumes that ideas do not float in a vacuum; they are corporatized instruments of power, designed to naturalize inequality and manufacture a hegemonic consensus.

The journey of this work is structured around seven analytical dimensions that dissect the anatomy of this global project. We will begin by exploring the theoretical foundations and the corporatization of ideas, where the classic "power elite" has outsourced ideological production to a vast network of think tanks. These organizations have ceased to function as academic research centers and have transformed into true "governance factories" and advocacy tanks that translate corporate interests into public policy.

Subsequently, we will delve into the American laboratory, ground zero where the tools of this offensive were perfected. We will analyze how the massive influx of dark money, led by oligarchs such as the brothers Charles and David Koch, managed to cognitively hijack the Republican Party, finance the astroturfing of the Tea Party, and block any attempt at environmental regulation or social justice in order to protect their fossil fuel empires. We will also see how this intellectual architecture materializes today in the Heritage Foundation's "Project 2025": an unprecedented autocratic manual designed to expand executive power, purge the civil service through ideological loyalty, and dismantle civil rights from the very heart of the White House.

The third pillar of our analysis will focus on the Transnational Neoliberal Network. We will understand that this phenomenon is not an exclusively North American problem, but rather a globalized project coordinated by mega-institutions like the Atlas Network. With more than 500 affiliated organizations worldwide, this network functions as a transnational operating system (a Transnational Network of Expertise, Consultation, Lobbying, or Active Support, or RECLAT) that distributes funds, grants awards, trains new elites, and exports market radicalism. We will examine its profound impact on Latin America through networks such as RELIAL and Hacer, which, allied with Spanish institutions like the Fundación Iberoamérica Europa (FIE), operate tirelessly to contain progressive movements and reconfigure the region.

The fourth block brings this transnational lens down to the Spanish stage, unraveling the end of the "Spanish exception" with the sudden emergence of Vox. We will analyze how this far-right formation channels the "radical soul" of conservatism and superimposes an ideological palimpsest blending neoliberalism, National Catholicism, and nativism. We will expose the fundamental role of homegrown "market radicals"—the think tanks affiliated with the Atlas Network in Spain, such as the Instituto Juan de Mariana or FAES—and the vital feedback loop they maintain with a highly concentrated media ecosystem that legitimizes their discourse and shifts the Overton window.

In the fifth and sixth sections of the essay, we will immerse ourselves in the most visible terrain of this dispute: the Cultural and Pedagogical Battle and modern hate speech. We will investigate how global summits like the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) have forged a true "public pedagogy" to re-educate society around anti-wokeism, libertarianism, and intolerance. We will look deeply into the neoliberal assault on public education, where school vouchers and privatization converge with the ideological control represented by the parental PIN. We will unmask the semantic strategy behind the term "gender ideology"—an invention used to criminalize feminism and LGBTIQ+ rights—as well as the deployment of "Racism 2.0," which replaces biological determinism with cultural essentialism and "differentialism" to whitewash xenophobia in the eyes of public opinion.

Finally, this essay does not limit itself to offering a diagnosis of the looming dystopia. The ultimate section is dedicated to alternatives and progressive counter-pedagogy. Faced with the far right's epistemic monopoly and systemic polarization, we will explore how independent journalism networks, civil society alliances (such as CIPPEC or Paraguay Debate), and the indispensable tool of intersectionality can fracture these oppressive narratives. The sociology of knowledge demonstrates that if hierarchies of race, gender, and class are historical constructs funded to maintain power, they can also be dismantled by a civil society that reclaims its cognitive sovereignty.

We stand before a reactionary project that has understood perfectly that it is impossible to dominate laws and the economy without first colonizing "common sense." Throughout the coming chapters, we will demonstrate that the far right and its oracles are not invincible, but they are professionalized, well-funded, and organized. Understanding their gears, their networks, and their structural lies is the unavoidable first step to stop playing defense and begin reclaiming democratic territory. The battle of ideas demands, today more than ever, that we unmask those who finance them.
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[image: ]


​

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Chapter 1. THE NEW FAR RIGHT AND THE "MARKET RADICALS"
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The emergence of far-right political formations over the last two decades is neither an episodic phenomenon nor a mere reflection of short-term economic circumstances. Rather, it represents the visible crystallization of a long-term ideological project, incubated for over half a century in intellectual laboratories, dark money networks, and parallel academic structures. This chapter aims to establish the theoretical and historical coordinates that support this book. It strictly defines the concept of contemporary neofascism, distinguishes it from its twentieth-century historical predecessors, and traces its strategic articulation with what we will term "market radicals." Furthermore, it examines the modus operandi through which these forces operate within the formal frameworks of liberal democracy—not to overthrow it through a classic coup d'état, but to hollow it out from within, transforming its institutions into empty shells while concentrating power in spheres shielded from democratic scrutiny.

To address this reality with the rigor demanded by contemporary political analysis, it is essential to use the sociology of knowledge as a fundamental epistemological tool. This is not an exercise in mere empirical description, but a critical intervention to unmask how the "common sense" that currently underpins authoritarian and economic deregulation agendas is produced, legitimized, and circulated. As Karl Mannheim argued in Ideology and Utopia, all political thought is existentially linked to social positions, group interests, and struggles for the hegemonic interpretation of reality. To ignore this dimension is to fall into a naive realism that assumes the neutrality of ideas, when they are, in truth, instruments of power. This approach allows us to treat the narratives of the new far right not as logical errors or isolated manipulations, but as structural components of a system of domination that must be dismantled with analytical precision.

The first question to resolve is the nature of contemporary neofascism. Historical fascism, as manifested in interwar Europe, was characterized by an open rejection of parliamentary democracy, the glorification of violence as a political method, the cult of the charismatic leader, the mobilization of paramilitary masses, and the defense of an expansionist, biologically based nationalism. Authors like Roger Griffin defined it as a "modern nationalist palingenesis"—the promise of a communal rebirth following a period of perceived decline. However, the postwar context, the institutionalization of human rights, and economic globalization made a literal replication of that model unviable. Contemporary neofascism has therefore mutated. As documented by researchers like Cas Mudde, Jason Stanley, and Wendy Brown, the new far right operates within the formal democratic game, utilizing elections, courts, mass media, and parliamentary structures to achieve its ends. It does not seek to abolish democracy overnight; it seeks to transform it into an "illiberal democracy," where electoral ceremonies are maintained while institutional checks and balances are dismantled, judicial independence is weakened, public administration is co-opted, and the civil rights of minorities and dissidents are restricted.

This evolution is not spontaneous. It is the result of a deliberate strategy of infiltration and institutional capture, theorized by thinkers of the European New Right and adapted by American and Latin American strategists. The key lies in understanding that the current far right is not a purely reactionary or nostalgic movement. It is a modern project that combines authoritarian conservatism with market radicalism. This is where the concept of "market radicals" acquires analytical centrality. This term designates an ecosystem of intellectuals, economists, political advisors, and financiers who, under the pretext of individual liberty and economic efficiency, promote systematic deregulation, the privatization of public goods, absolute labor flexibility, and the drastic reduction of the welfare state. Yet, unlike classical liberalism, which accepted certain institutional safeguards, market radicals understand that limitless capitalist competition requires an authoritarian cultural and political substrate to sustain itself. They require disciplined subjects, traditional families, homogeneous communities, and a depoliticized citizenry that does not question structural inequalities. Therefore, their alliance with social conservatism, identity-based nationalism, and anti-feminism is neither tactical nor temporary; it is organic and structural.

Quinn Slobodian's work, Globalists, demonstrates how the architects of postwar neoliberalism, from the Mont Pèlerin Society to American think tanks, already anticipated that the global market required "protection" against democratic demands. It was not a matter of freeing the market, but of enclosing democracy within immutable economic rules. Decades later, this vision has found its most complete political expression in the fusion of economic libertarianism, cultural nationalism, and institutional authoritarianism. Movements such as the Tea Party in the United States, Vox in Spain, Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil, or the governing coalition in Hungary under Viktor Orbán share the same intellectual DNA: the conviction that popular sovereignty is a threat to economic efficiency, that diversity is a risk to national cohesion, and that the state must be stripped of its redistributive function to become a manager of security and social control.

The mechanism through which these forces operate at the margins of liberal democracy is what we might call "institutional hollowing." This is not a violent overthrow, but a progressive erosion. First, the legitimacy of democratic institutions is questioned through discourses of "widespread corruption," the "globalist elite," or the "deep state." Second, political figures are promoted who present themselves as anti-establishment outsiders, even though their funding and strategic advice derive from deeply entrenched corporate networks and think tanks. Third, once in power or possessing parliamentary influence, they proceed with the capture of public administration, the weaponization of the judiciary, the restriction of the right to protest, the defunding of public education and culture, and the promotion of laws that shield property and capital from popular sovereignty. This process has been documented by organizations such as Freedom House, the V-Dem Institute, and the Project on Democratic Transitions, which systematically warn of democratic backsliding and the rise of competitive authoritarianism across multiple regions.

To dismantle this architecture, this book adopts the sociology of knowledge as "epistemological TNT." This phrase alludes to the capacity of the discipline to blow up the naturalized assumptions with which right-wing ideologies present themselves. It does not deny empirical reality, but rather traces its social construction. Peter Berger and Thomas Luckmann, in The Social Construction of Reality, demonstrated how human institutions become objectified and perceived as natural over time. The sociology of knowledge reverses this process: it reveals that what appears to be "common sense" is, in reality, the result of struggles for cultural hegemony, funded by specific interests and reproduced by professional intellectual apparatuses. When a think tank asserts that "taxes are theft," that "public education indoctrinates," or that "diversity weakens the nation," it is not uttering a timeless truth. It is deploying an interpretive framework designed to naturalize inequality, justify deregulation, and mobilize social resentment against identity-based scapegoats.

This approach is crucial to avoid the trap of naive "falsificationism." The far right does not gain ground because its arguments are logically invulnerable, but because they respond to real anxieties—job insecurity, loss of social status, economic instability—and channel them toward authoritarian, marketized solutions. The sociology of knowledge makes it possible to separate legitimate grievances from ideological exploitation. It allows us to ask: who funds the research claiming that inequality is "natural"? Which institutions promote moral panics regarding LGBTIQ+ rights? How do local discourses connect with global networks of funding and strategic advice? The answers to these questions reveal a highly professionalized intellectual ecosystem, where academics, consultants, journalists, and activists operate in synergy to produce, validate, and disseminate an ideological corpus that seeks to redefine the limits of what is thinkable and politically viable.

The genealogy of this project dates back to the mid-twentieth century, with the founding of the Mont Pèlerin Society in 1947 and the subsequent creation of institutions such as the Institute of Economic Affairs in the United Kingdom, the Cato Institute in the United States, the FAES Foundation in Spain, or the Atlas Network globally. These organizations are not mere debating clubs; they are ideas factories with multimillion-dollar budgets, academic recruitment structures, and long-term political advocacy strategies. As Jane Mayer notes in Dark Money, the Koch brothers' network has invested more than one billion dollars in think tanks, universities, electoral campaigns, and media outlets to shift the political center of gravity toward the libertarian, authoritarian right. This funding does not seek transparency; it operates through opaque foundations, anonymous donations, and legal structures that evade public scrutiny, giving rise to the term "dark money" to describe this subterranean current of political influence.

In the Spanish and Latin American context, this dynamic is replicated through transnational networks such as the Fundación Iberoamérica Europa (FIE), the Red Liberal para América Latina (RELIAL), and the direct affiliation of local think tanks with the Atlas Network. These actors do not merely import ideas; they adapt them to specific cultural contexts, using the language of "economic freedom," "national sovereignty," and the "defense of the family" to build electoral alliances and mobilize social bases. The result is a political hybrid that combines populist rhetoric with economic orthodoxy, cultural nationalism with openness to transnational capital, and an anti-elite discourse with a structural dependence on right-wing corporate and philanthropic funds.

This book is structured into seven sections that follow a coherent analytical path. The first section establishes the theoretical foundations: the sociology of knowledge, power elite theory, and the genealogy of neoliberalism as a counter-hegemonic project. The second section examines the American laboratory, where the strategies that later globalized were forged: dark money, the Koch networks, neoconservarism, and Project 2025. The third section maps the transnational architecture, analyzing the Atlas Network as a coordinating node and its ramifications in Latin America and Europe. The fourth section lands the analysis on the Spanish stage, studying the emergence of Vox, its network of affiliated think tanks, and the media ecosystem that legitimizes its proposals. The fifth section addresses the cultural and pedagogical battle, from the CPAC as a space for global normalization to the neoliberal assault on public education and the offensive against so-called "gender ideology." The sixth section dismantles the discursive mechanisms of modern hate speech, analyzing the stigmatization of LGBTIQ+ rights, Racism 2.0, and the strategies to refute these narratives from an intersectional perspective. Finally, the seventh section proposes alternatives: progressive counter-pedagogy, intersectional alliances, and a radically democratic political culture.

Each chapter is backed by peer-reviewed academic sources, reports from independent research institutions, verified journalistic documentation, and discourse analysis of primary sources. Methodological transparency and empirical verifiability are prioritized, avoiding sensationalism and speculation. The goal is not to demonize, but to understand; not to point fingers, but to disarm. For only when one understands how consent is constructed for anti-democratic projects is it possible to contest common sense with robust intellectual tools and viable political alternatives.

The battle for common sense is the battle for the future. This introductory chapter is an invitation to look behind the curtain, to trace the threads that connect opaque funding to public discourse, economic theory to the cultural agenda, and corporate power to political authoritarianism. The new far right is not a monster that emerges from nowhere; it is a project built, funded, professionalized, and disseminated. And like any human project, it can be studied, questioned, and dismantled. The first step to reclaiming full democracy is to understand how it is being hollowed out. The second is to know with which intellectual and social tools it can be defended. This book is a contribution to that process.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​SECTION I: FOUNDATIONS AND THE ARCHITECTURE OF IDEOLOGICAL POWER 
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​CHAPTER 2: THE SOCIOLOGY OF KNOWLEDGE IN THE FACE OF RIGHT-WING IDEOLOGIES
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In a context marked by the proliferation of discourses that present themselves as unquestionable evidence, by the normalization of claims that blend empirical data with value-laden premises disguised as scientific neutrality, and by the professionalization of ideological production at the service of specific political and economic agendas, the sociology of knowledge ceases to be a specialized academic branch and becomes a tool for democratic defense. This chapter aims to develop the analytical framework that will run through this entire book: the use of the sociology of knowledge as "epistemological TNT." This is not a literary metaphor, but a methodological precision. Knowledge, when naturalized and stripped of its historicity, acts as an ideological cement that consolidates power relations. The sociology of knowledge, applied with critical rigor, functions as a controlled explosive: it does not destroy reality, but it does blow up the hidden assumptions, the veiled interests, and the mechanisms of legitimation that allow certain worldviews to impose themselves as "common sense" while others are marginalized or ridiculed.

To understand the utility of this approach, it is necessary to start from a fundamental premise: no political, economic, or cultural idea emerges in a vacuum. All thought is embedded within a social, historical, and material web that determines its conditions of possibility, its interpretive limits, and its practical functions. Karl Mannheim, in his foundational work Ideology and Utopia (1929), formulated this insight with a precision that retains full contemporary relevance. Mannheim distinguished between the "particular concept of ideology," which is limited to pointing out the conscious deceptions or distortions of a political adversary, and the "total concept of ideology," which recognizes that every mental structure, including one's own, is conditioned by the social position, group interests, and historical moment in which it is produced. This distinction is crucial to avoid falling into a nihilistic relativism or a naive dogmatism. It is not a matter of claiming that "everything is ideology" and, therefore, that nothing is verifiable; rather, it is about recognizing that the production of knowledge is a socially situated, funded, institutionalized, and strategic process. The sociology of knowledge does not deny the possibility of objective truth; instead, it demands that we trace the conditions under which certain truths are selected, validated, funded, and disseminated, while others are systematically made invisible.

The subsequent advancement of this discipline, particularly with the work of Peter Berger and Thomas Luckmann in The Social Construction of Reality (1966), completed the landscape by demonstrating how human institutions become objectified through processes of habitualization, institutionalization, and legitimation. What begins as a contingent practice transforms, over time, into a reality perceived as natural, immutable, and external to human intervention. This mechanism of "reification" is precisely the fertile ground where the narratives of the new far right and market radicals flourish. When it is asserted that "the market is the only efficient way to organize society," that "inequality is the inevitable price of freedom," that "public education indoctrinates," or that "diversity erodes national cohesion," one is not describing a physical law. A
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