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Written by Trish Ryberg, in collaboration with Pastor Al Best on teaching this series, with assisted teaching from Prof. William Livingston, Pastor Cassandra Foss, and others. 

I was granted this book title by the Holy Spirit one night as I lay down to bed. The current Tuesday night Bible study at church was coming to an end, and pastor brought up the next topic he was going to be covering the following week: The Authority of the Believer, which prompted me to get ready, be prepared and stay alert for the upcoming study. Diligently jotting every statement, declaration, explanation, and revelation. I pray that I have pieced together a valuable work that will bring realization to others thirsty for the knowledge of the Word we have liberty to in our Bible. 

As Christian believers, we are given certain authority from the power of the Almighty God. Not many believers know what this is, or how we obtain it. As we delve into this topic, we’ll come across several points of teaching to learn how you can access and utilize this authority as a Christian. For every chapter, we’ll touch on a few new key essential criteria for thought. Some subject matter may be identifiable to a few or most Christians, but each element revealed will shed more light on who we are as Christ followers and children of God. Feel free to grab your Bible and a notebook to journal your thoughts and ideas as you dive into the material. Each chapter will provide Bible verses along with concepts as a contribution to building upon your already firm foundation in Christ. In this deeper study of taking authority, I hope you will come to grasp exactly what has been given to us as a right and a permission, being sanctioned through the power of Almighty Lord Jesus.

––––––––
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**With guidance and direction from the Lord. 

From the beginning

As we’ve been taught, in the book of Genesis God created Adam in the Garden of Eden. Adam is an “elohim”(small ‘e’), the first son of God. God placed Adam’s spirit into the created being. Adam was perfectly made by God(Genesis 1:26-29, Genesis 2:7, John 1:1-4). But that’s not all. What were they doing in the Garden of Eden? God was giving the garden to Adam(Genesis 2:15). Adam not only was given the garden as his property, but he was also given authority to take care of and protect the garden including all the animals. However, when Eve was created, she was lured by the snake and tempted to eat of the fruit of the tree they were told not to eat from. She was possibly acquainted with the serpent over time. We don’t know. But the serpent’s questions provoked curiosity(temptation) in Eve to disregard God’s instructions over the tree. Then, Adam was handed a piece of the fruit and took and ate it(Genesis 3:1-6). This was not Adam’s sin, although this was the moment they became aware of good and evil and were now fallen beings. The sin was that Adam didn’t protect his wife while she was talking to Satan or telling the snake to get off his property. Therefore, Adam and Eve were told to vacate the premises and were never to return.

Now, because over time, sin was rampant in the world and kept us separated from the Lord. God was to make a new covenant with us, but he needed pure blood, untainted by the bloodline of man(Luke 1:26-35). Jesus is “Elohim”(large ‘E’), the son of God who would remain pure, a spotless lamb for sacrifice. This would bring to pass a New covenant, that would require no more spilled blood by animal sacrifice. Jesus would be the one(Acts 10:34-43). The Holy sacrifice to cover it all, with His blood to bring His people closer again, to reunite.

Questions for thought:

What other pieces of property has God placed in your care (Home, car, children, yourself)?

What sins do you need to bring to the lamb of God to be covered by the blood?

Personal notes for reflection.

_____________________________________________

Our Authority: Who we are

Jesus has said “Let those come who want to be the children of God”(John 1:12-13). By our acceptance of Jesus as savior and Lord, we have become a new creation(2 Corinthians 5:17). For He has called us out of darkness. We are redeemed by the death and resurrection of Jesus and are a chosen people(1 Peter 2:9). Our identity is in Him. Jesus walks beside you and His hand is upon us as He leads us and guides us in truth and love(Isaiah 41:13). He illuminates our path, and in his faithfulness will protect you from the evil one(Psalm 16:8 & 11, Psalm 119:105, 2 Thessalonians 3:3). We can put all our cares in His hands(1 Peter 5:7, Psalm 55:22). In return for our faith and trust in Him, God willingly joyfully wants to share his eternal glory for the suffering we’ve endured (Luke 12:32). 

Therefore, as ambassadors of Christ, we have a legal right to speak on his behalf (2 Corinthians 5:20). If only we would open our mouths, He will give us the words to speak (Psalm 81:10). Our knowledge of who He is and how formidable scripture is against the enemy (Jeremiah 31:33, Hebrews 8:10b). When we feel overcome, we must stand on the Word. Raise the banner high! Rebuke the enemy and his lies. We are conquerors because of our great Father, the Lord of Lords, and King of Kings(1 John 2:14,1 John 4:4). Through the blood of Jesus is where we are justified and where we are connected in the spirit to call on his power (Galatians 3:13, Romans 8:31-37).

Questions for thought:

What darkness have you been called out of?

How does God lead you today?

Personal notes for reflection.

_____________________________________________

Our Armor

Pray in the Spirit. Pray that your spiritual eyes be open. 

Be diligent in your prayers. Do as often as you can. Ask God for guidance. His power and glory go before him. Keep your focus on Jesus. Pray the blood of Jesus dismantles curses of witchcraft over your food, car, homes, etc(Psalm 91). Be precise with your words. Not everything needs to be spoken with power, but we are “the called”. When we are weak, He is strong. His strength is made perfect in our weakness(2 Corinthians 12:8-10).

We have work to do as valued members in the church family. We are Weapons of Warfare. Prayer unites believers and will cancel sickness, oppression, depression, etc(Isaiah 58:1-11, Colossians 2:13-15). Bless and pray for your enemies (Matthew 5:44). Otherwise, you might find vengeance or spite in your heart, but you should walk in peace with all men (Romans 12:18). Be wary of the enemy’s plans(Ephesians 6:10-18, 1 Peter 5:8). Pick up your sword, it is consumed with Holy Spirit protection(Deuteronomy 33:29, Psalm 44:1-8).

Awake! Watch! Your victory draws nigh.

Questions for thought:

What have you seen in your life that shows the power of prayer?

Have you witnessed your prayers that combats the enemy’s schemes?

Personal notes for reflection.

_____________________________________________

Power of Attorney

Now, Jesus has been one with God since the beginning(John 1:1-2). Although, when He came to earth to be the holy sacrifice, He was separated from the Father when he was assigned to die on the cross for all sins. He was the perfect lamb of God. Though he was wholly innocent, he was wholly God yet he never lost his power(Elohim) (Isaiah 53:4-9). Hence, Jesus died for all sin. There is no sin that cannot be forgiven. If you are worried about something, you are able to give it to God and get a response about anything as well. Although we are told 365 times in the bible ‘Do not fear’, the enemy is a liar and causes stumbling blocks and preys on our imaginations and emotions. By your belief through the Holy Spirit, you can spot a strategized attempt from the enemy (1 Corinthians 14:33; Mark 1:1-27). Your anointing is your power.

Imagine that you were working as a miner in a cave, and you found a beautiful diamond. But it wasn’t just a beautiful diamond, it was truly something special, something that could change you from the inside out supernaturally and bless you immeasurably. We have been given the gift of the Good News whose value is matchless (Matthew 13:44-46, Mark 2:2-10).

As a member of the church, the power that God has entrusted to us as His people is like one who can rely on his teammates in a game of football(Luke 10:2). Your position in His army is essential to help win the battle in the Heavens (Zephaniah 3:17; Psalm 108:13). Your prayers are effective and valued. Don’t give up. The Lord has given you divine favor to stand tall and persist in the calling(Job 10:12, Psalms 5:12). To assemble with our church family our voices as one, resounding in unity, aligning with God’s will (Philippians 4:6). We press forward walking in His glory and Holy Spirit fire.

Questions for thought:

What are some things in your own life that you would count as matchless?

Value. Priceless.

Personal notes for reflection.

_____________________________________________

Speak Righteousness

Our authority increases as we use scriptures. Substitute your name in the scriptures when you speak over yourself. KNOW deep inside that the use of the long-ago biblical prayers of those important people are still effective and powerful today. We’ve already been purified by the blood of the lamb and can put our faith into action by speaking truth and life. The fruit of that righteousness will be peace (Isaiah 32:17-18).

The soul has conflict with the earth man. The old man wants to take control for the things we want. Though we may fight the temptations of the ‘old man’ nature in us yet, we can come to the Lord for renewal of mind and body and spirit(Romans 6:6). Ask and God will do it. He can take any material thing that you want to give up that doesn’t serve you(alcohol, drugs, swearing, anger, lust) and turn it around for his glory. Know that you are the one that must rebuke it if you truly want it cast out, otherwise you’re just deceiving yourself(Isaiah 55:7). God will move on your behalf, and the Word you carry from the Lord is a promise. Greater is He that lives in me than he that lives in the earth. What you bind on earth will be bound
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