

  CHAPTER 1


  The Farmer’s Five Daughters



   One morning when I was a little girl of 4 I was sent by my mother to the barn to get eggs for breakfast [from] the manger . . .


  I climbed up . . . and looking down . . . in the nest were not eggs indeed, but my little playmate Frisk, and with her, filling the nest to overflowing, were six little baby Frisks of all colors and as soft as silk.


  Frisk looked up at me, wagged her tail, her eyes beaming with mother love and pride, as she cuddled her little ones closer to her.


  Climbing down . . . with Frisk following close at my heels, and my apron full of little dogs, I ran home. . . .


  My father stormed, was angry because the eggs which were to make his breakfast were not ready for him, and picking up the little, sprawling things, he, in the twinkling of an eye, settled the question of the “survival of the fittest” by dashing four of the six cruelly against the hard floor. The remaining two were put in a box and were not to be touched by anyone, and my father’s law in that household was like the law of the Medes and Persians. . . .


  Early in the morning I sought out my old playmate and found Frisk in her box, and with her the two little ones . . .


  As I grew older, and heard my father in his prayer uttered thrice daily say, “Forgive our many sins,” I felt sure there was one sin for which he could never be forgiven. . . .


  One thing I remember most of all is, as I gazed into the nest where my mother had told me that [I] would find some little chickens, how great my amazement was that I should find the puppies instead, and wondered what life was and how it came.


  —MARY A. LATHAM, “Stories of Canines,”


  the Spokane Review, July 2, 1891




  Mary Archard was the daughter of James and Jane Archard and granddaughter of John Archerd, who arrived from Somersetshire [later called Somerset], England, to help settle the village of New Richmond in Clermont County, Ohio. In his book Archerd: Family History, William F. Archerd states that John named Mary’s father after a “like-minded Presbyterian,” James Whillden.


  James Whillden Archard and Jane Warren were “solemnized” in marriage on April 13, 1837, by George Beecher, according to Clermont County marriage records. George Beecher was an abolitionist Presbyterian minister from Batavia, Ohio, and the brother of Harriet Beecher Stowe, author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin.


  James and Jane built their home as described in a family letter, “perched on the top of the hill looking as if a little wind or a little push would send it tumbling down into the river.” This was not far from the birthplace of future president Ulysses S. Grant.


  Jane’s birth is remembered as that of the first white child born in New Richmond. Her father, James Warren, built the first shingled log house and later purchased Ivy Brook Farm, where Jane was born. The Quaker ancestors
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