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How to Use This Book
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Welcome to Exousia Prayers Through the Bible. The word exousia is a Greek term meaning authority or delegated power — the kind of spiritual authority Jesus gives to those who follow Him. This twelve-book series is designed to carry you through the entire Bible in one year, while deepening your devotional and prayer life day by day. Book Three journeys through the conquest and the kingdom — Joshua, Judges, Ruth, and First and Second Samuel — across the thirty-one days of March, reading three to four chapters each day.

	Read the chapters first.  Open your Bible and read the assigned chapters for the day before reading the devotional. Let God's Word speak to you directly.

	Reflect on the theme and key verse.  Each day highlights a unifying theme and an anchor verse that ties the day's chapters together.

	Study the unified devotional.  Rather than commenting on every verse, the devotional weaves the day's chapters into one reflection, drawing out the main truths to meditate on.

	Go deeper with the parallel passages.  The cross-referenced Scriptures connect the day's reading to the wider message of the Bible, broadening the scope of your prayer and intercession.

	Pray the fifteen prayer points.  Each prayer point is rooted in Scripture — drawn from both the day's chapters and the parallel passages. Pray them aloud, personalize them, and let them launch you into your own conversation with God.

	Stay consistent.  The goal is a sustainable daily rhythm of reading, reflecting, and praying that builds your spiritual life and carries you through the whole Bible across the year.
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March Reading Plan
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Joshua • Judges • Ruth • 1 & 2 Samuel  •  104 chapters over 31 days

Day 1........................................................Joshua 1 – 3

Day 2........................................................Joshua 4 – 6

Day 3........................................................Joshua 7 – 9

Day 4......................................................Joshua 10 – 12

Day 5......................................................Joshua 13 – 15

Day 6......................................................Joshua 16 – 18

Day 7......................................................Joshua 19 – 21

Day 8......................................................Joshua 22 – 24

Day 9........................................................Judges 1 – 3

Day 10.......................................................Judges 4 – 6

Day 11.......................................................Judges 7 – 9

Day 12.....................................................Judges 10 – 12

Day 13.....................................................Judges 13 – 15

Day 14.....................................................Judges 16 – 18

Day 15.....................................................Judges 19 – 21

Day 16.........................................................Ruth 1 – 4

Day 17.....................................................1 Samuel 1 – 4

Day 18.....................................................1 Samuel 5 – 8

Day 19....................................................1 Samuel 9 – 12

Day 20....................................................1 Samuel 13 – 16

Day 21....................................................1 Samuel 17 – 20

Day 22....................................................1 Samuel 21 – 24

Day 23....................................................1 Samuel 25 – 28

Day 24....................................................1 Samuel 29 – 31

Day 25.....................................................2 Samuel 1 – 3

Day 26.....................................................2 Samuel 4 – 6

Day 27.....................................................2 Samuel 7 – 9

Day 28....................................................2 Samuel 10 – 12

Day 29....................................................2 Samuel 13 – 16

Day 30....................................................2 Samuel 17 – 20

Day 31....................................................2 Samuel 21 – 24

DAY 1  —  READING: Joshua 1 – 3
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Be Strong and Courageous as You Cross Over


[image: ]


KEY VERSE

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”

— Joshua 1:9

DEVOTIONAL

Joshua opens a new era. Moses is dead, and the mantle of leadership passes to Joshua as Israel finally stands ready to enter the land. God's first words are an antidote to the natural fear of such a moment: “Be strong and courageous... do not be afraid, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” Three times God repeats this charge. Courage is commanded, not because the task is small, but because God's presence is certain. He also ties success to meditating on His word day and night. The path forward is paved with God's presence and God's word.

Joshua 2 tells the surprising story of Rahab, a prostitute in Jericho who hides the Israelite spies and confesses faith in their God. “The Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.” Because of her faith, she and her family are spared, and she is woven into the very lineage of the Messiah. God's grace reaches across every barrier of background and reputation; no one is beyond His redeeming reach. The scarlet cord in her window becomes a sign of salvation, a picture of being saved through faith.

Joshua 3 brings the dramatic crossing of the Jordan at flood stage. As the priests carrying the ark step into the water, the river stops and the people cross on dry ground. Notice the order: the priests had to step in before the waters parted. Faith often requires the first step before the way opens. God led them across the Jordan as He once led them through the Red Sea, proving He is the same faithful God to a new generation. As you begin this book, take courage: the God who goes before you parts rivers for those who step out in faith.

GOING DEEPER — PARALLEL PASSAGES


•  Hebrews 13:5–6 — Never will I leave you; the Lord is my helper — the promise behind Be strong and courageous.

•  Hebrews 11:31 — By faith Rahab the prostitute was not killed, because she welcomed the spies — saved by faith.

•  James 2:25 — Rahab was justified by works when she acted on her faith — faith proven by action.

•  Matthew 1:5 — Rahab is named in the genealogy of Jesus — grace reaching across every barrier.

•  Joshua 1:8 / Psalm 1:2–3 — Meditating on God's word day and night brings fruitfulness and success.


PRAYER POINTS

	Father, make me strong and courageous, for You are with me wherever I go (Joshua 1:9).

	Lord, drive out fear and discouragement with the certainty of Your presence (Joshua 1:9).

	I will meditate on Your word day and night and prosper (Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:2–3).

	Father, thank You that You will never leave me nor forsake me (Hebrews 13:5–6).

	Lord, let Your grace reach across every barrier of my past (Joshua 2:1; Matthew 1:5).

	I declare that no one is beyond Your redeeming reach (Hebrews 11:31).

	Father, save me and my household through faith, as You saved Rahab (Joshua 2:18–19).

	Lord, give me faith that acts, not faith that only speaks (James 2:25).

	I will take the first step of obedience before I see the way open (Joshua 3:13).

	Father, part the Jordan before me as You parted the Red Sea (Joshua 3:16).

	Lord, let me follow Your presence, the ark, into my inheritance (Joshua 3:3).

	I declare that You are God in heaven above and on earth below (Joshua 2:11).

	Father, prove Yourself faithful to me as You were to past generations (Joshua 3:7).

	Lord, go before me and make a way where there is no way (Joshua 3:4).

	Father, let courage and obedience mark my crossing into new seasons (Joshua 1:9).


DAY 2  —  READING: Joshua 4 – 6
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Memorial Stones and the Walls That Fall
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KEY VERSE

“When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed.”

— Joshua 6:20

DEVOTIONAL

Joshua 4 records the setting up of twelve memorial stones taken from the Jordan riverbed. These stones were to prompt the question from future generations, “What do these stones mean?” so parents could tell the story of God's faithfulness. God knows how prone we are to forget, so He builds in reminders. It is wise to mark the moments of God's faithfulness in our lives — to build memorials of testimony that will fuel the faith of those who come after us. Remembering is a spiritual discipline.

Joshua 5 prepares the people for conquest in a surprising way. Before any battle, the new generation is circumcised, renewing the covenant sign, and they celebrate the Passover. Then the manna stops, for now they eat the produce of the land. Finally, Joshua encounters the commander of the Lord's army and is told to take off his sandals, for he stands on holy ground. Before great victory comes consecration and a fresh encounter with God. Spiritual preparation precedes practical breakthrough.

Joshua 6 is the famous fall of Jericho. God's battle plan defies all military logic: march around the city once a day for six days, then seven times on the seventh day, blow trumpets, shout — and the walls fall flat. The victory is clearly God's, not won by conventional weapons but by obedient faith. Some strongholds in our lives fall not by striving but by persistent, obedient trust in God's strange and specific instructions. And in the midst of judgment, Rahab and her family are saved — mercy preserved within the victory.

GOING DEEPER — PARALLEL PASSAGES


•  Hebrews 11:30 — By faith the walls of Jericho fell after the people marched around them for seven days.

•  Psalm 78:4–7 — Tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord — the purpose of the memorial stones.

•  2 Corinthians 10:4 — The weapons of our warfare have divine power to demolish strongholds — like Jericho's walls.

•  Exodus 3:5 — Take off your sandals, for this is holy ground — echoed in Joshua's encounter with the commander.

•  1 Corinthians 10:11 — These things happened as examples for us — Israel's victories instruct our faith.


PRAYER POINTS

	Father, help me build memorials of Your faithfulness in my life (Joshua 4:7).

	Lord, let me tell the next generation Your praiseworthy deeds (Psalm 78:4–7).

	I will remember and testify to what You have done (Joshua 4:21–22).

	Father, prepare me through consecration before every breakthrough (Joshua 5:2–9).

	Lord, let me encounter You afresh on holy ground (Joshua 5:14–15).

	I take off my sandals before Your holy presence (Exodus 3:5).

	Father, give me victory over the Jerichos that stand in my way (Joshua 6:2).

	Lord, help me obey even strange and specific instructions in faith (Joshua 6:3–5).

	I declare that by faith the walls before me will fall flat (Hebrews 11:30).

	Father, demolish strongholds by Your divine power, not my striving (2 Corinthians 10:4).

	Lord, let me persist in obedience until the breakthrough comes (Joshua 6:14–16).

	I declare that the victory belongs to You, not to conventional weapons (Joshua 6:20).

	Father, preserve mercy within the victory, sparing the faithful (Joshua 6:25).

	Lord, let my shout of faith rise at Your command (Joshua 6:20).

	Father, teach me that spiritual preparation precedes practical victory (Joshua 5:13–15).


DAY 3  —  READING: Joshua 7 – 9
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Hidden Sin, Renewed Victory, and the Danger of Unsought Counsel
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KEY VERSE

“There are devoted things among you, Israel. You cannot stand against your enemies until you remove them.”

— Joshua 7:13

DEVOTIONAL

Joshua 7 brings a sobering reversal. After the great victory at Jericho, Israel is humiliated at the small city of Ai. The reason is hidden sin: Achan secretly took forbidden plunder, and his sin affected the whole nation. “Israel has sinned.” One man's hidden disobedience brought defeat to all. This reveals a powerful truth — sin we try to bury still has consequences, and it can hinder not only us but those around us. God calls for the hidden thing to be removed before victory can return. Secret sin must be brought into the light.

Joshua 8 records the renewed assault on Ai, this time with God's blessing and a clever strategy. After dealing with sin, the people experience victory once more. Joshua then builds an altar and reads the entire law to the people — blessings and curses — recommitting the nation to the covenant. Restoration follows repentance. When we deal honestly with sin, God restores His favor and renews our strength for the battles ahead. Obedience and worship go hand in hand with victory.

Joshua 9 tells how the Gibeonites deceived Israel into a treaty by pretending to come from a distant land. The fatal mistake is named plainly: the Israelites “did not inquire of the Lord.” They trusted appearances and their own judgment instead of seeking God's guidance. We are most vulnerable to deception when we rely on what looks reasonable rather










	Father, expose and remove any hidden sin in my life (Joshua 7:13).

	Lord, help me bring secret things into the light before You (1 John 1:7).

	I confess my sin, trusting You to cleanse and restore me (1 John 1:9).

	Father, let no buried disobedience hinder my victory or harm others (Joshua 7:11–12).

	Lord, restore my strength for battle after I deal honestly with sin (Joshua 8:1).

	I will worship and obey, joining victory with devotion (Joshua 8:30–35).

	Father, teach me to inquire of You before making commitments (Joshua 9:14).

	Lord, keep me from trusting mere appearances over Your guidance (Joshua 9:4–6).

	I will trust You and not lean on my own understanding (Proverbs 3:5–6).

	Father, give me wisdom when I lack it, for You give generously (James 1:5).

	Lord, remind me that nothing is hidden from Your sight (Hebrews 4:13).

	I will keep my word even when keeping it is costly (Joshua 9:19).

	Father, renew Your favor and victory after my repentance (Joshua 8:1).

	Lord, protect me from deception by leading me to seek You first (Joshua 9:14).

	Father, let honesty and obedience restore what sin has cost me (Joshua 8:18).
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