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    To the brave people of Haiti,who face extreme poverty with dignity and strength.This book is for you,to honor your struggle and shed light on your challenges,with hope that the world will recognize and act for a better future.
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Only a few miles off the coast of Florida, a silent drama plays out every day. Haiti, the world's first black republic, lives in extreme poverty, even though it stands on the doorstep of the most powerful and wealthy nation on the planet: the United States of America. This geographical, historical and economic contrast raises a troubling question: how can such deep misery persist in the shadow of a global giant?

This book does not seek to accuse, but to understand. It offers a human and lucid analysis of the Haitian situation, exploring the root causes of this persistent poverty. Because Haiti is not a poor country by nature. It is rich in culture, natural resources, creativity. But he is locked in a spiral of dependence, exploitation and abandonment.

By pitting these two worlds against each other – Haiti and the United States – we don't just want to provoke. We want to challenge. Why, despite the billions in aid sent, is the situation not fundamentally changing? Why do Haitians continue to flee their homeland, often at the risk of their lives, to try to reach North America?

This book is for everyone: researchers, citizens, young people, politicians, humanitarians... to anyone who wants to understand this unbearable paradox and think about real, lasting solutions that respect human dignity.

We will begin with a historical review of the construction of this poverty, before addressing the actors at play – former colonizers, local elites, foreign powers – and the human consequences of this crisis. We will also see that despite the misery, Haiti resists, invents, survives. And above all, that change is possible, as long as we open our eyes.

Chapter 1: Haiti: A History of Resistance and Pain

Haiti was born in fire and blood, but also in glory. It is one of the few countries in the world to have been born out of a victorious slave revolt. In 1804, after more than a decade of struggle against one of the greatest colonial powers of the time – Napoleonic France – Haiti proclaimed its independence. This is an unprecedented event in the history of the world. Former slaves defeated European armies and founded the first modern black republic.

But this historic victory already bore the seeds of a great tragedy. By humiliating the colonial powers, Haiti has earned the contempt, fear, and hostility of the slave-owning world order. The major nations of the time, such as the United States and France, refused for a long time to recognize the new republic. Haiti was isolated, punished for daring to liberate itself.

The price of this freedom was heavy. In 1825, France imposed on Haiti an "indemnity" of 150 million gold francs – a colossal sum – in exchange for its official recognition. It was a ransom for the crime of breaking his chains. This payment, financed by loans from French banks, plunged Haiti into a cycle of debt that lasted more than a century. A debt that has bled the country and slowed down its development from its birth.

To this historical injustice has been added chronic political instability. Coups, dictatorships, foreign interventions... Haiti has too often been the scene of internal power struggles and external interference. The U.S. occupation between 1915 and 1934, under the pretext of maintaining order, actually consolidated U.S. economic control over the country, while humiliating the Haitian population.

Yet, despite these hardships, the Haitian people have never stopped resisting. From the revolution of 1804 to the struggles against the dictatorships of the Duvaliers, through contemporary popular mobilizations, Haiti is a land of courage. This resilience, too often ignored, is a key to understanding the country.

Haiti's story is both tragic and inspiring. It tells the story of how a people who have been broken many times continues to rise again. But this resistance is not enough to feed, educate or treat. Today it calls for conscious, respectful and lucid international solidarity.

In the following chapters, we will see how this history has influenced the Haitian economy, governance, international relations, and most importantly, the daily lives of Haitians.

Chapter 2: The Colonial Legacy and the Debts of Independence

Haiti's colonial history is not only a distant past, it is a living reality that still weighs on the country's future today. To understand today's poverty, we have to go back to that time when Haiti, then called Saint-Domingue, was the pearl of the French colonial empire. An immense wealth for France, built on the brutal exploitation of hundreds of thousands of enslaved Africans.

The colonial plantation model, based on the intensive cultivation of sugar cane, coffee and cotton, not only depleted Haitian land, but also prevented the establishment of a diversified economy. The objective was not to build a balanced and autonomous country, but to maximize profits for the metropolis. When slaves broke their chains in 1804, they inherited a ruined territory, with no infrastructure suitable for an independent national economy.

But the worst was yet to come. In 1825, France, humiliated by its defeat, demanded compensation from Haiti for the loss of its colonists and slaves. A moral aberration: the land of the former slaves had to pay for the loss of their own servitude. Under the threat of a new invasion, Haiti agreed to pay 150 million gold francs, the equivalent of several billion euros today. It was the beginning of an infernal spiral.

To pay this sum, Haiti takes out loans on crushing terms from French banks. The young nation, instead of investing in its roads, schools, hospitals or agriculture, sent most of its resources to Paris for decades. This debt, known as the independence debt, was not fully repaid until the twentieth century. It has slowed down all development and kept the country in a structural dependence.

This colonial legacy has never been repaired. No European power has compensated Haiti for the theft of its wealth, for the forced labor of millions of human beings, or for this unjust debt. On the contrary, a discourse has been built on the "inability" of Haitians to govern themselves, without ever mentioning the invisible chains that have prevented them from moving forward.

Even today, the traces of this past are visible: a neglected agriculture, an outward-looking economy, a fragile education system, an impoverished and dependent population. The colonial heritage has not disappeared; it has simply changed shape.

In the next chapter, we will see how this dependence has been extended and transformed by a new dominant power: the United States of America.

Chapter 3: American Influence: Aid or Control?

Haiti and the United States share much more than geographical proximity. Since the nineteenth century, Washington has been carefully observing this small black republic in the Caribbean basin, first with suspicion, then with growing interest. Behind the rhetoric of humanitarian aid and cooperation lies a more complex reality: that of a deep American influence, sometimes benevolent in appearance, but often marked by logics of control and strategic interest.

Haiti's modern history is punctuated by direct or indirect interventions by the United States. The most striking was the military occupation from 1915 to 1934, officially justified by the need to stabilize the country after a series of political turmoil. In reality, this occupation allowed the United States to take control of Haiti's finances, customs, and banks. It has also paved the way for American takeover of farmland for the benefit of private interests, to the detriment of Haitian peasants.

After their departure, the United States never really stopped influencing Haiti's internal affairs. During the Cold War, Haiti was seen as a strategic pawn in the geopolitical game of the Caribbean. Washington has supported, directly or tacitly, authoritarian regimes as long as they served its interests and maintained order. The dictatorships of the Duvaliers, father and son, are a striking example: despite their brutality, corruption and contempt for the people, they have enjoyed diplomatic and economic support for decades.

Even today, U.S. aid to Haiti is abundant in numbers, but often criticized for its lack of transparency, inefficiency, and tendency to reinforce dependency rather than autonomy. The United States funds projects, NGOs, training... but rarely Haitian public policies carried out by the State itself. Aid often bypasses national institutions, further weakening the country's ability to take charge of itself.

American influence is also evident in the economic fields. Haiti has been encouraged – even forced – to open its markets, to adopt liberal reforms, to abandon certain agricultural sectors (such as rice, which is massively imported from the United States). The result: a loss of economic sovereignty and an increased weakening of local producers.

Of course, the United States is not solely responsible for Haiti's ills. But their role is unavoidable. In times of crisis – such as after the 2010 earthquake or during waves of migration – it is still to them that all eyes are turned. And each time, their answer raises the same question: is it sincere help... or strategic management of an annoying neighbour?

In the next chapter, we will see how, in the absence of a strong state, it is NGOs that have imposed themselves as the new managers
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