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EDITOR’S NOTE

History has been kind to William Webb Ellis but few can testify what his teammates thought of him on a wet day in 1823 when, with complete disregard for the rules of football, he picked up the ball and proceeded to run with it. In the annals of time, however, he will be forever blessed for inventing the honourable, brutal, but always beautiful game of rugby.

Amongst these pages you will find timeless quotes and quips that will serve as a reminder that rugby, despite its international renown, is a funny and unmistakably English occupation – as Peter Cook once said, ‘Who else but an Englishman could have invented an oval ball?’





ALL BRAWN, NO BRAINS

It went well. There are no problems, and, as a bonus, it showed that I have a brain!

CORNÉ KRIGE ON GOING FOR A BRAIN SCAN

[image: images]

I told him, ‘Son, what is it with you… ignorance or apathy?’ He said… ‘I don’t know and I don’t care.’

DAVID NUCIFORA ON TROY FLAVELL

 

 

 

 

 


NOBODY IN RUGBY SHOULD BE CALLED A GENIUS. A GENIUS IS A GUY LIKE NORMAN EINSTEIN.

Jono Gibbes
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I owe a lot to my parents, especially my mother and father.

TANA UMAGA

[image: images]

I want to reach for 150 or 200 points this season, whichever comes first.

DAVID HOLWELL

 

 

 

 

 


THAT KICK WAS ABSOLUTELY UNIQUE, EXCEPT FOR THE ONE BEFORE IT WHICH WAS IDENTICAL.

Tony Brown



 

 

 

 

 


I’VE NEVER HAD MAJOR KNEE SURGERY ON ANY OTHER PART OF MY BODY.

Jerry Collins
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BLAME THE REF: EVERYONE ELSE DOES

Referees are only human, I think.

PHIL KEARNS

[image: images]

You enjoy the game more if you don’t know the rules. Anyway, you’re on the same wavelength as the referees.

JONATHAN DAVIES

[image: ]

Abuse directed at the ref is self-explanatory – or kept simple enough so he’ll at least understand it.

JUSTIN BROWN

[image: images]

Referees aren’t paranoid – everybody really does hate them.

IAIN SPRAGG

[image: ]

Far be it for me to criticise the referee but I saw him after the match… heading straight for the opticians.

IAN ‘MIGHTY MOUSE’ MCLAUCHLAN

[image: images]

I never wore a mouth guard… too uncomfortable; and besides, you couldn’t abuse the referee.

CLIFF WATSON

 

 

 

 

 


GET OFF, YOU LOOK UGLY.

Peter Marshall, Australian referee, to blood-spattered Neil Back, English rugby player, after he complained about being ordered to the blood bin in England’s 2003 World Cup game against South Africa
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CELEBRITIES ON RUGBY

Rugby is a wonderful show: dance, opera and, suddenly, the blood of a killing.

RICHARD BURTON

[image: images]

I have enjoyed going to Twickenham more than I have enjoyed watching football.

DAVID BECKHAM

 

 

 

 

 


I PREFER RUGBY TO SOCCER. I ENJOY THE VIOLENCE IN RUGBY, EXCEPT WHEN THEY START BITING EACH OTHER’S EARS OFF.

Elizabeth Taylor
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Rugby is a game for big buggers; if you’re not a big bugger you get hurt.

SPIKE MILLIGAN

[image: images]

Rugby – posh man’s sport… 15 men on a team because posh people can afford to have more friends.

AL MURRAY
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Rugby is a game for the mentally deficient… Who else but an Englishman could invent an oval ball?

PETER COOK

[image: images]

Rugby is a good occasion for keeping 30 bullies far from the centre of the city.

OSCAR WILDE





CLASSIC COMMENTARY

They trained like Tarzan all week and then played like Jane.

WAYNE SMITH

[image: images]

And there’s Beaumont in that English scrum looking like a man who enjoys his food.

BILL MCLAREN

 

 

 

 

 


YOU DON’T LIKE TO SEE HOOKERS GOING DOWN ON PLAYERS LIKE THAT.

Murray Mexted



 

 

 

 

 

Sky TV producer: Murray, can you hear me? Murray, can you hear me? Murray Mexted: No.

A SOUND CHECK BEFORE A SPRINGBOK TEST AT CARISBROOK

[image: images]

Don’t touch it you half-wit.

BRIAN MOORE

[image: ]

He’s seized this game by the scruff of his teeth.

JAMES BURRIDGE

[image: images]

Commentator: The Frenchman took a bit of a shoeing there, didn’t he, Brian?
Brian Moore: I don’t care, he’s a Frenchman.

AN UNKNOWN COMMENTATOR AND BRIAN MOORE DURING AN RBS SIX NATIONS GAME BETWEEN FRANCE AND ENGLAND

 

 

 

 

 


THAT GUY IS SO QUICK; HE CAN SWITCH OFF THE LIGHT AND GET INTO BED BEFORE THE ROOM IS DARK.

Jack Gibson



 

 

 

 

 


AN EASY KICK FOR GEORGE FAIRBAIRN NOW BUT, AS EVERYBODY KNOWS, NO KICKS ARE EASY.

David Doyle-Davidson



 

 

 

 

 

It’s 50–50... in Wales’ favour.

IAN ROBERTSON
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Just watch the pace of the French defence. They are attacking the Irish defensively.

DAVID FORDHAM





THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY

THE GOOD

American football is rugby after a visit from a health and safety inspector.

ANONYMOUS

[image: images]

[Rugby] players can achieve greatness even in the absence of silky skills and talent.

STEPHEN JONES

 

 

 

 

 


THE ONLY PAIN IN RUGBY IS REGRET.

Anonymous
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THE BAD

Sure there have been injuries and deaths in rugby – but none of them serious.

JOHN ‘DOC’ MAYHEW

[image: images]

I can’t rest until I have tamed the devil in my head.

JONNY WILKINSON

 

 

THE UGLY

Rugby people. Can’t live with them. Can’t shoot them. Mainly can’t live with them.

TOM HUMPHRIES

[image: images]

I may not have been very tall or very athletic… what I did have was the most effective backside in world rugby.

JIM GLENNON





INTO POSITION

The backs preen themselves and the forwards drink.

DEAN RICHARDS

[image: images]

If I had been a winger, I might have been daydreaming and thinking about how to keep my kit clean for next week.

BILL BEAUMONT

[image: ]

Prop forwards don’t get Valentine’s cards for religious reasons – God made them ugly!

ANONYMOUS

[image: images]

Mothers keep their photo on the mantelpiece to stop the kids going too near the fire.

JIM NOILLY ON THE MUNSTER PACK

 

 

 

 

 


FORWARDS ARE THE GNARLED AND SCARRED CREATURES WHO HAVE A PROPENSITY FOR RUNNING INTO AND BLEEDING ALL OVER EACH OTHER.

Peter FitzSimons



 

 

 

 

 

A good defender should be so mean that if he owned the Atlantic… he still wouldn’t give you a wave.

MORNÉ DU PLESSIS
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The touchline is the best defender.

ANONYMOUS

 

 

 

 

 


PROPS ARE AS CRAFTY AS A BAG OF WEASELS.

Bill McLaren



 

 

 

 

 


YOU NEED A MENTAL TOUGHNESS AND PROBABLY DON’T NEED TO BE TOO BRIGHT.

Mark Regan on playing in the front row
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LEGENDS OF THE GAME

I’m still an amateur, of course, but I became rugby’s first millionaire five years ago.

DAVID CAMPESE

[image: images]

His sidestep was marvellous – like a shaft of lightning.

BILL MCLAREN ON FORMER WELSH RUGBY PLAYER GERALD DAVIES

 

 

 

 

 


YOU ACTUALLY NEED TO SEE AN ALL BLACKS JERSEY OUT ON THE FIELD, ON THE BACK OF THE MAN WHO HAS WON THE RIGHT TO WEAR IT, TO APPRECIATE ITS IMPACT, ITS DEPTH, ITS SHEER, UNADULTERATED BLACKNESS.

Anonymous
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Youngsters need heroes. They need figures like Batman, Tarzan and Naas Botha.

ABE MALAN

[image: images]

A figure who inspires hero worship among even those who think a fly half is a glass of beer.

ROBERT PHILIP ON JONAH LOMU

 

 

 

 

 


I’M GOING TO LEAVE IT TO THE NEW GENERATION, TO THE CRASH-IT-UP ROBOTS THAT DOMINATE THE GAME.

David Campese
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