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To all young people trying to make good choices and build strong relationships.
May these stories serve as a guide, a mirror, and a source of hope.
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IN TODAY’S WORLD, YOUNG people face an array of distractions and pressures, many of which can hinder their potential. The Beware Series fiction edition, written by John James Sekoh, offers guidance through relatable stories that explore common pitfalls—anger, dishonesty, gossip, greed, laziness, pride and wrong company. Each volume captures the impact these behaviours and associations can have on life, relationships, and self-worth.

Through engaging stories, this series highlights the struggles, setbacks, and moments of self-discovery that define personal growth. Each book is a call to action, encouraging readers to build lives rooted in integrity, respect, and purpose. We hope these stories inspire you to reflect on your own journey, avoiding the traps that can hold you back and embracing the values that lead to a fulfilling, impactful life.

Here’s a brief introduction to each volume in the Beware Series:

1. Beware of Anger – Learning to Control Emotions Before They Control You

Emma often feels misunderstood and frustrated, reacting impulsively and lashing out at those closest to her. These emotional outbursts create tension and isolation. Through guidance and self-reflection, Emma learns that real strength lies not in losing control but in mastering her emotions. Her journey towards inner peace reveals the transformative power of self-discipline and forgiveness.

2. Beware of Dishonesty – Choosing Integrity in a World of Shortcuts

Under pressure, Jake tells a lie to avoid trouble, thinking it will protect him. Instead, he becomes entangled in a web of deceit, each lie building on the last. When the truth eventually surfaces, Jake faces the painful lesson that honesty is the foundation of trust. His story highlights that while rebuilding trust takes effort, integrity is always worth pursuing.

3. Beware of Gossip – Protecting Yourself from the Poison of Idle Talk

Rachel, part of a close-knit community where rumours spread quickly, gets caught in the toxic cycle of gossip. At first, it seems harmless fun, but when she becomes the target of false rumours, Rachel learns firsthand the damage caused by careless words. With the support of friends who value honesty, she breaks free from gossip’s grip, finding her voice in more meaningful ways.

4. Beware of Greed – Learning Generosity and the Joy of Giving

Tom is driven by a desire for more—more possessions, more success, more recognition. His fixation on accumulating leads him to lose sight of what truly matters. When he experiences an unexpected act of kindness, Tom starts to understand that real happiness comes from giving and lifting others up. His journey reveals the emptiness of unchecked greed and the lasting joy found in generosity.

5. Beware of Laziness – Pursuing Purpose and Productivity over Apathy

Jared is a bright young man with potential, but he falls into the habit of procrastination and comfort-seeking, watching as others progress around him. When a missed opportunity jolts him, Jared realises he must choose between mediocrity and pushing himself to reach his potential. His journey is an exploration of discipline, purpose, and the satisfaction that comes with personal growth.

6. Beware of Pride – Embracing Humility for Genuine Growth

Sophia is confident and talented, but her pride often blinds her to others’ perspectives. Her arrogance leads to a significant setback, forcing her to reconsider her attitude and the impact it has on her relationships. Through humility, Sophia discovers the value of teamwork and respect, learning that true strength often comes from valuing others’ insights and contributions.

7. Beware of Wrong Friends – Escaping the Web of Wrong Associations

Kelvin is friendly and easily influenced, often choosing friends who bring more harm than good. Despite knowing right from wrong, he finds himself drawn into bad habits and poor choices through the company he keeps. When he begins to realise the consequences of his associations, Kelvin faces a choice: continue down the same path or seek friendships that encourage growth and integrity. His story illustrates the importance of choosing friends wisely, and how the people around us can either elevate or hold us back.

Each book in the Beware Series tackles a different challenge, united by a shared goal: helping readers cultivate character and make choices that lead to a purposeful life. As you journey through these stories, may you find inspiration to beware of obstacles that hinder growth, and to embrace values that enrich your life and the lives of others.
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KEVIN HAD ALWAYS BEEN the type to go with the flow, blending in wherever life took him. He wasn’t loud or flashy; he didn’t chase trouble, but he didn’t mind a bit of excitement either. Growing up, his world had been shaped by the steady voices of his family and a few close friends who cared about him deeply. But as he got older, a small restlessness grew within him – a craving for something bigger, something thrilling, something that could propel him out of his ordinary life.

When Kevin met James, Tanya, and Leo, it felt like an answer to that unspoken longing. They were confident, daring, and seemed to have life figured out. They laughed in the face of consequences, chased dreams as if nothing could stop them, and made him feel like he’d been welcomed into a secret club of the bold and unstoppable. For Kevin, it was like stepping into a new life, one where he could be free from the quiet expectations that had always guided him.

What he didn’t realise was that excitement can be a double-edged sword. The choices that seemed harmless at first could lead to a path he never intended to walk. And before long, he would find himself facing consequences he wasn’t prepared for – all for the sake of fitting in.

This is the story of Kevin’s journey, of the lure of the wrong crowd, the cost of blind loyalty, and the strength it takes to walk away. It’s a journey many of us face, one that teaches us the true value of integrity and the importance of choosing friends who lift us up, not pull us down.
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​Chapter 1
The Joy of Having Friends –––––––– 
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THE SUN WAS SETTING as Kevin walked across the campus courtyard, his mind filled with plans for the future. At just eighteen, he was full of ambition and eager to leave his mark on the world. His thoughts were suddenly interrupted by laughter and loud voices from a group of students lounging around a table near the fountain.

“Hey, new guy!” a voice called out. Kevin looked over and saw a tall, athletic guy waving him over. “Come join us!”

Kevin hesitated. He didn’t know anyone in this group, and he wasn’t sure they’d really want him around. But they looked like they were having fun. Shrugging, he made his way over to them.

As he approached, the tall guy grinned. “I’m James,” he said, offering a firm handshake. “And this,” he pointed around the table, “is Leo, Sam, and Tanya.” Each of them nodded, and Kevin could feel their eyes sizing him up.

“Nice to meet you all,” Kevin said, a bit shyly. He could feel his palms sweating but didn’t want them to know. “I’m Kevin. Just started here a few weeks ago.”

“Good to meet you, Kevin!” Leo chimed in. He was leaning back, his feet on the table. He had the kind of easy confidence that Kevin had always admired. “So, what’s your story? You here for business? Sports? Got some talent we should know about?”

Kevin laughed, feeling his nerves settle a bit. “I’m majoring in engineering
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