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    Introduction

    Jim Culleton, director


    Deirdre Kinahan has a wonderful ability to capture the struggles and dilemmas that reflect the times in which we live, and to create characters and tell a story through rich dialogue and visceral energy that reveals the vulnerabilities and complexities of life.


    Fishamble has had such rewarding experiences working with Deirdre over the past fifteen years, including her tiny play Broken which was part of Tiny Plays for Ireland in Dublin, New York, and Washington, DC; Spinning which opened at the Dublin Theatre Festival; Rathmines Road which was a co-production with the Abbey Theatre; and her two plays for Fishamble during the Decade of Centenaries – Embargo about the arms embargo of 1921, and Outrage about the Civil War in 1922, each staged one hundred years after the events, at Dublin Port. I directed four of these five productions (Embargo was directed by Maisie Lee), and Deirdre is just the kind of playwright that is an absolute pleasure to work with. She has a strong vision about the story she is telling, she is clear-sighted and focused, and yet she also enjoys the collaborative nature of theatre and how playwriting requires a mixture of solitary writing, as well as communal development and rehearsal. She’s open to all suggestions and, in fact, embraces ideas by other members of the team, but she knows what she wants to say, and she is brave and fearless in how she does so.


    Jörg Vorhaben, a dramaturg at Staatstheater Mainz, saw Rathmines Road at the Abbey and commissioned a German version of the play, which was produced in Mainz. He then had the idea of creating a play about a very unique link between Ireland and Germany. He spoke to Deirdre about the Palatine community in Germany which fled religious persecution in 1710 and was brought by Queen Anne to form a community in Rathkeale, County Limerick. The story seemed like an exciting prospect and both Deirdre and Staatstheater Mainz, under the artistic directorship of Markus Müller, asked Fishamble if we would like to partner with them on the project. We were thrilled to do so, as we are always looking for ways to create new plays that help us grapple with the complicated world in which we live.


    Even though the play is inspired by the events of over three hundred years ago, it feels so contemporary, as it explores the characters’ journey, as refugees, escaping danger and seeking somewhere safe to live. This is something that’s repeated in history too often and which we continue to witness today, so it has been a privilege to work on this play which helps us navigate those stories. Theatre can help the audience to experience life from someone else’s perspective and increase our empathy, and Deirdre is a master of doing both.


    I spoke to an Irish friend of mine recently whose descendants had come from that Palatine community, and he said that his grandmother always told him they became very close to the Irish and there were many friendships between the two communities. While this is true to some extent of course, life is more complex than that, and theatre has the ability to hold a number of different perspectives in the same space, with which we can engage. Zabi is escaping danger – just as Hannah and her family are – but he experiences racism and abuse through the rise of right-wing sentiment that generates fear around immigration to justify its own racist agenda. Hannah and Zabi are both escaping danger in their homelands. As Hannah says, ‘I didn’t come to Ireland to conquer or to steal another family’s future… I came here for refuge.’ However, in a fascinatingly complex play, we see how the German immigrants were facilitated by Lord Southwell and the British government, and many of them fought with the British against the Irish, becoming implicated in the colonisation of Ireland. We see how people like Peter who flee persecution in their own land can themselves support or become the oppressors, ‘with a poisonous view of the Irish natives’. In war, lies are generated in order to create moral justification for atrocities to be committed. While the play explores these thorny issues, it also – as my friend’s grandmother said – recognises the love and support that humans show others who are seeking safety and refuge.


    This co-production has brought two theatre companies from two countries together, so we can learn from each other, and celebrate with audiences our shared humanity and what connects us in a world of divisions. It has been a pleasure working with the German–Irish team on this production, listening to fantastic tunes from Steve Wickham that bring us on a journey through the cultures and timeframes of the play, discussing with Matt Williamson how the spirit of grief which the dancer represents might emerge from the landscape, and exploring cultural differences and similarities with the fantastic cast and design team from both countries.


    I’m so grateful for all the support we’ve had to make this production happen. Thanks to our wonderful colleagues and friends in Staatstheater Mainz, Culture Ireland, the Irish Embassy in Berlin, the Irish Consulate in Frankfurt, Goethe-Institut, Galway Traveller Movement, the Irish Palatine Heritage Centre in Rathkeale, Don Bosco Care, the Afghan Community and Cultural Association of Ireland, and all those who have helped us bring this story to life.

  

  
    
      
    


    Characters


    HANNAH


    MOLLY


    HERR IRELAND


    PETER


    ZABI


    SHADOW BOY


    Notes


    Once a character arrives on stage, they do not leave until the story is told, only the Shadow Boy seems to appear/disappear.


    Where a line is delivered in Pashto, Irish Gaelic or German, the language is indicated at the beginning of the line. All other lines should be delivered in English.


    / is overlapping dialogue.


    … is a hesitation.


    This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.

  

  
    
      
    


    A Nick Hern Book


    Refuge first published in Great Britain as a paperback original in 2026 by Nick Hern Books Limited, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London, in association with Fishamble: The New Theatre Company


    Refuge copyright © 2026 Deirdre Kinahan


    Deirdre Kinahan has asserted her right to be identified as the author of this work


    Cover photograph: Andreas J. Etter


    Designed and typeset by Nick Hern Books, London


    A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library


    ISBN 978 1 83904 589 9 (print edition)

    ISBN 978 1 80640 001 0 (ebook edition)


    CAUTION   This ebook is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct infringement of the author’s and publisher’s rights, and those responsible may be liable in law accordingly. This book may not be used, in whole or in part, for the development or training of artificial intelligence technologies or systems.


    Amateur Performing Rights   Applications for performance, including readings and excerpts, by amateurs in the English language should be addressed to the Performing Rights Department, Nick Hern Books, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, tel +44 (0)20 8749 4953, email rights@nickhernbooks.co.uk, except as follows:


    Australia: ORiGiN Theatrical, email enquiries@originmusic.com.au, web www.origintheatrical.com.au


    New Zealand: Play Bureau, 20 Rua Street, Mangapapa, Gisborne, 4010, tel +64 21 258 3998, email info@playbureau.com


    United States of America and Canada: The Agency (London) Ltd, see details below.


    Professional Performing Rights   Applications for performance by professionals in any medium and any language throughout the world (and amateur and stock performances in the United States of America and Canada) should be addressed to should be addressed to The Agency (London) Ltd, 24 Pottery Lane, Holland Park, London W11 4LZ, fax +44 (0)20 7727 9037, email info@theagency.co.uk


    No performance of any kind may be given unless a licence has been obtained. Applications should be made before rehearsals begin. Publication of this play does not necessarily indicate its availability for amateur performance.
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