The Forgotten Gods Deities the World Tried to Erase 
By Maya Turner
Copyright © 2025 Maya Turner
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without prior written permission of the publisher. This book is a work of nonfiction. Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy through historical documentation and scholarly sources. Any errors are unintentional. 

First Edition
Contents
Title Page
Copyright
Introduction: The Vanishing of the Gods
Chapter 1: The Canaanite Pantheon and the Fall of Baal
Chapter 2: The Forgotten Gods of Mesopotamia
Chapter 3: Egypt’s Erased Gods
Chapter 4: The Suppressed Greek Deities: Hecate, Hades, and the Chthonic Powers
Chapter 5: The Roman Household Gods: Lares, Penates, and the Disappearance of Janus
Chapter 6: The Norse Gods Who Faded: Loki’s Distortion and the Fall of Hel
Chapter 7: Celtic Forgotten Deities: Epona, Nodens, and the Vanished Land Spirits
Chapter 8: Slavic Spirits Erased by Christianity: Perun, Volos, and the Domovoi
Chapter 9: African Deities Suppressed by Colonisers: Vodun and the Demonisation of Spirits
Chapter 10: The Serpent Mothers: Fertility Goddesses and Snake Spirits Cast into Shadow
Chapter 11: The Trickster Becomes the Devil: The Transformation Across Cultures
Chapter 12: The Demonisation of Female Deities: Lilith, Astarte, and Ishtar
Chapter 13: The Survival of the Old Gods in Disguise: Saints, Folk Heroes, and Hidden Worship
Chapter 14: The Gods of the Americas: Spirits Erased by Conquest
Chapter 15: The Gods of Asia: Spirits Silenced by Empire and Orthodoxy
Chapter 16: The Final Erasures: Colonialism, Memory, and the Fate of the Forgotten Gods
Appendix: The Patterns of Erasure and Survival
Afterword: Remembering What Was Erased
About the Author
[image: frontispiece]
Introduction: The Vanishing of the Gods
Across the ages of human civilisation gods have risen in splendour and fallen into silence. Their names once thundered in temples and echoed in chants of priests, yet over time many were stripped of their altars, their images destroyed, and their worshippers converted or punished. This book seeks to uncover those lost and forbidden deities, to reveal the histories of the spirits that humanity once honoured but later sought to erase. These are not only the forgotten gods but the banished gods, the ones condemned as demons or reduced to shadows in the chronicles of orthodoxy.
The erasure of gods is as much a part of history as their worship. When empires rise they carry their own pantheons, and when empires fall those pantheons often collapse with them. Yet what is striking is not simply that gods fade with time, but that they are deliberately suppressed. Christian scribes recast ancient fertility goddesses as witches or monstrous succubi. Muslim conquerors condemned tribal spirits as false idols to be stamped out in the desert. Pagan Rome itself, in earlier centuries, had already outlawed the rites of foreign cults that threatened the unity of its empire. Erasure was an act of power. To control memory is to control destiny, and so the conquerors of history not only subdued armies but extinguished the divine figures of the defeated.
The record of forgotten gods survives only in fragments. Some are remembered through hostile texts written by those who sought to destroy them. Others survive in archaeological remains, their names etched in broken tablets, carved on temple walls, or whispered in inscriptions left on forgotten shrines. Still others linger in folklore, transfigured into fairies, demons, or saints, where their original identity is hidden beneath layers of legend. By piecing together these scattered sources, it is possible to reconstruct the shadow history of suppressed deities, a story that lies at the threshold between mythology and power.
To study forgotten gods is to explore the intersection of faith and conquest. The fate of Baal among the Canaanites reveals how a once-mighty storm god became a symbol of falsehood and diabolical worship. The Egyptian god Seth, once revered as a lord of strength and the desert, became cast as an embodiment of chaos and betrayal. Chthonic gods of Greece were gradually pushed to the margins as Olympian figures dominated the official cults, and later were demonised outright by Christian writers. The serpent mothers of fertility cults, once honoured as sources of life, were rebranded as symbols of temptation and death. Each case reveals how a deity’s fate depended less on the devotion of their followers and more on the political will of those who ruled.
There is also a deeper psychological layer in this erasure. Cultures often suppress those powers that embody what they fear. Chthonic gods of death and the underworld, liminal gods of the threshold, trickster gods who defied order, goddesses who embodied unrestrained sexuality, all came under suspicion. They were feared because they defied easy categorisation, and when new religions sought to impose order, these ambiguous figures were condemned. Yet suppression does not erase them entirely. Repressed gods often resurface in new guises. Hecate emerges in witchcraft traditions, Lilith is invoked in mystical texts, and local saints in remote villages carry the traits of older deities long stripped of their original names.
The forgotten gods remind us that human religion is not a linear story of progress from superstition to enlightenment. It is a struggle of memory, power, and survival. Each forgotten god once carried the hopes, fears, and identity of a people. To rediscover them is to recover lost voices of humanity’s spiritual past. This book will not treat these gods as relics of fantasy but as living symbols that once shaped the destiny of nations. Their erasure was deliberate, their survival often accidental, and their legacy enduring.
By tracing these stories we gain a mirror into the ways power has been exercised through religion. We also see the resilience of belief, for even when gods are erased from temples, they return in whispers, in hidden rites, and in the imagination of those who refuse to forget. These chapters will walk through the broken temples of Canaan, the shadowed crypts of Egypt, the suppressed mysteries of Greece and Rome, the fading songs of the Norse, the silenced prayers of the Celts and Slavs, the outlawed shrines of Africa, and the hidden altars of forgotten goddesses. Each chapter draws on documented evidence, verified records, and comparative studies, ensuring that what follows is grounded in the scholarship of history as much as in the haunting atmosphere of myth.
The forgotten gods call from the ruins and from the margins of scripture. They are the spirits that history tried to silence, yet still they remain. To speak their names once more is to restore fragments of a world that empires buried and religions condemned. What follows is their story.
Chapter 1: The Canaanite Pantheon and the Fall of Baal
The story of forgotten gods begins most powerfully with the pantheon of Canaan. These ancient Semitic deities once commanded devotion across the Levant, in the lands that would later become Israel, Lebanon, and Syria. Among them stood Baal, a storm god whose power was once so great that he rivalled the mightiest gods of neighbouring Egypt and Mesopotamia. Yet over time his cult was condemned, his worshippers erased from sacred memory, and his name transformed into a symbol of corruption and falsehood. The story of Baal and the Canaanite pantheon is one of the clearest examples of how gods can fall from supremacy into vilification.
The Canaanite pantheon was not a simple or unified system but a diverse and regional network of deities. Archaeological finds from Ugarit, particularly the discovery of the Ras Shamra tablets in 1929, provide a rich record of these forgotten gods. These texts, written in a cuneiform alphabetic script, reveal myths, prayers, and hymns that show how the Canaanites viewed their divine world. At the head of this pantheon stood El, the ancient father god, often depicted as a wise elder who presided over a divine council. His consort Asherah was revered as the mother of the gods, a powerful goddess of fertility and nurture. Together, El and Asherah represented the primordial sources of life and authority.
Yet it was Baal, sometimes styled as Baal Hadad, who came to eclipse many of the other gods. Baal was the storm bringer, the rider of the clouds, the god who brought rains to fertilise the earth and ensured agricultural prosperity. In the climate of the Levant, where rain meant survival, Baal’s role was essential. Myths from Ugarit describe Baal’s battles against Yam, the sea god, and Mot, the god of death and drought. In these myths, Baal’s triumph symbolised the victory of life over chaos and barrenness. Temples dedicated to Baal rose in cities across Canaan, and sacrifices were made in his honour to secure the rains that sustained the people.
The worship of Baal was not marginal. It spread across centuries and regions, absorbing local variations. Each city might have its own Baal, with epithets tied to geography such as Baal of Peor, Baal of Tyre, or Baal of Carmel. This flexibility allowed Baal’s cult to grow strong and adaptable, weaving itself deeply into the fabric of Canaanite life. For the Canaanites, Baal was not a rival to their supreme god El but a powerful member of the divine family, a heroic figure who maintained order in the cosmos and fertility in the land.
It is in the biblical texts, however, that Baal’s story begins to turn dark. The Hebrew Bible consistently portrays Baal as the enemy of Yahweh, the God of Israel. Passages from the books of Kings and Judges depict prophets of Yahweh condemning Baal worship, destroying altars, and calling for the extermination of his priests. In these accounts, Baal is no longer the life-bringing storm god but an idol, a symbol of apostasy, and a dangerous rival to true faith. The prophets Elijah and Elisha are portrayed as leading figures in the struggle against Baal, their miracles positioned against the supposed false wonders of Baal’s cult.
The hostility toward Baal in the Hebrew Bible was not merely theological but political. The Israelites were establishing their identity against surrounding peoples, and rejecting Baal worship became a marker of distinction. To erase Baal was to strengthen Yahweh’s supremacy and ensure that loyalty to the covenant was absolute. In this way, the suppression of Baal reflects how religious identity was forged through opposition. The transformation of Baal from honoured god to despised idol was an act of cultural rewriting, one that ensured the survival of one tradition at the expense of another.
Archaeology supports the reality of widespread Baal worship even as the biblical writers condemned it. Inscriptions and statues discovered in Ugarit, Hazor, and other sites show Baal as a figure with a raised arm wielding a thunderbolt, often standing upon mountains or bulls that symbolised his strength. These images reveal how deeply embedded his cult was in the daily life and imagination of Canaanite society. Yet these same images were later destroyed, defaced, or buried, as new powers sought to erase them.
Asherah, the consort of El and mother of gods, also became a victim of this erasure. Though less vilified than Baal, she was systematically stripped from the biblical record. Yet inscriptions discovered in Kuntillet Ajrud in the Sinai suggest that some Israelites continued to venerate Yahweh alongside Asherah, showing that syncretism persisted despite official condemnation. The survival of such inscriptions suggests that the transition from polytheism to monotheism was not sudden but contested and gradual, with ordinary people still clinging to older gods even as priests and prophets demanded their silence.
The story of Baal also shows how gods can be demonised in the most literal sense. Later Jewish, Christian, and Islamic traditions transformed Baal from a storm god into a devil. In medieval demonologies, Baal is described as a prince of Hell, sometimes depicted with grotesque features such as the head of a cat, a frog, or a man with three heads. This grotesque reimagining of Baal reveals how a god once associated with fertility and life was recast as an embodiment of corruption. The act of demonisation was not accidental. It ensured that memories of Baal would survive only as warnings, not as objects of devotion.
The fall of Baal is thus a microcosm of how forgotten gods are created. The process begins with suppression of cults, continues with destruction of material evidence, and concludes with theological demonisation. Yet despite these efforts, Baal’s name persists, if only in distorted form. His survival in literature, even as a demon, shows that gods rarely vanish completely. They are reshaped, reframed, and hidden, but they remain part of the human imagination.
The Canaanite pantheon as a whole provides
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