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Dedication

For every child who ever looked up at a cloud

and saw a story waiting to be told.
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​Esther Smells Something Delicious
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Esther sits outside her hut with her simple bowl of rice while Agnes cooks across the street.

Esther was a poor little orphan girl who struggled every day to survive. She had so little that her daily meal often consisted of nothing but a small bowl of plain rice. Across the street from her small, crumbling hut lived a rich woman who was known for her lavish lifestyle and her delicious cooking. Her name was Agnes. Every day, Agnes prepared a pot of mouthwatering vegetable stew, filled with fresh vegetables and savory spices. The aroma of her cooking was so rich and enticing that it filled the entire neighborhood.

One afternoon, as Esther sat down to her meager meal, the irresistible smell of Agnes’s stew drifted through her window. Her stomach rumbled as she imagined how wonderful it would be to have just a little bit of that stew with her plain rice.

“Maybe she’ll be kind enough to share,” Esther thought, her heart hopeful. She took her bowl of rice and walked across the street to her neighbor’s grand house. Agnes was stirring her pot of stew when Esther timidly knocked on the door.
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Agnes stirs her famous vegetable stew — a pot full of rich aromas that drifted across the entire neighborhood.

Agnes turned around, her eyes narrowing as she saw Esther standing there. “What do you want?” she asked sharply.

“Please, ma’am,” Esther said softly, holding out her bowl of rice. “May I have just a little stew to eat with my rice?”
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​Agnes Gets Very Angry
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Esther holds out her bowl and asks Agnes for a small portion of stew to go with her plain rice.

Agnes’s face twisted with disdain. “Why should I give you my stew? You contribute nothing, and you expect me to share my food with you? Get out of my kitchen!” she snapped, shoving Esther out the door and slamming it shut.
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Agnes blocks her doorway and orders Esther away, refusing to share even a spoonful of stew.

Hurt and disappointed, Esther walked back to her hut. She sat outside on her front step, her bowl of rice in her lap. As she picked up her spoon, the rich aroma of the stew reached her again. She closed her eyes and breathed it in deeply, letting it fill her senses.

“If I can’t have the stew, at least I can enjoy the smell of it,” she thought. She scooped up a spoonful of rice, and as she ate, she inhaled the delicious aroma, imagining that she was eating the rich stew itself. Somehow, it made her meal a little more satisfying.
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Esther closes her eyes and savors the aroma of Agnes’s stew, letting it make her plain meal feel like a feast.

But Agnes noticed what was happening from her window. Her eyes widened in disbelief as she watched Esther eating her rice while savoring the smell of her stew. Fury boiled up inside her. “How dare she steal the aroma of my stew!”

She stormed out of
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