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One Big Dinner Party

A wise person once said that reading a magazine should

feel a little like going to a fun dinner party. Some of the

dishes are expected, while others are a surprise (hopefully

a good one). Each guest offers stories, perspectives, and

advice you may not have found elsewhere. Mostly, though,

you leave feeling fuller than when you arrived.

You’ll find the same is true for this issue. For starters,

pore through our Letters section to see how other carvers

have made past

WCI

projects their own (page 6). en, get a taste

of autumn inspiration with this season’s Artists to Watch: a pack

of creatives who push the bounds on what pumpkin carving can

be (page 8). Finally, try carving a few beginner-friendly designs

yourself, like a Viking axe blade cover or a whittled set of pirate

and alien pencils you can make from scratch, graphite and all

(pages 33 and 61).

For the next course, try techniques like burning and painting

stone texture on a cheerful but haunted caricature (page 25). Next,

learn to create depth and drama on a peaceful low relief you’ll

want to live in (page 35). Or, prepare for a real-life dinner party

of your own by turning, carving, and coloring a hardwood vessel

with a terra-cotta flair (page 51).

For more seasonal magic, pour and carve your own glowing

soap ghost (page 59), or recreate Ichabod Crane’s fateful ride in

folk-art form (page 63). en, if you’re feeling adventurous, sculpt

your own take on the tall-hatted wizard from our cover (page 67),

complete with brilliant tassel and beard.

Another “wizard” who has graced many a

WCI

page is Jon

Deck, our fearless art director of 20+ years, who retired this June.

Six years ago, he taught me the joy of whittling, offering pointers

on everything from paring cuts to tool maintenance. In his time

at Fox, he’s laid out articles, written product reviews, designed

patterns and plans, and even crafted whimsical background props

for carving photos, from replica pyramids to an exquisite mini

whaling boat. While Jon will be missed, I know he’ll keep making

woodchips—as will we.

Happy carving!

Kaylee Schofield, Editor

schofield@foxchapelpublishing.com
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letters

to the editor

I Love Your Funny Face

I saw Kevin Johnson’s “Carved S’more” from issue

#100 and added my own take by painting various

facial expressions on my group.

Bob Kozakiewicz

Ramsey, N.J.

Squirrelling Away Projects

For a birthday present, I received

Sarah Barraclough’s book

Learn to

Carve Gnomes, Trolls, and Mythical

Creatures

. After carving the sleepy

fox, owl, and some acorns, I carved

this little squirrel from a piece of tulip

wood. Since I don’t own a band saw, I

had to improvise on the squirrel’s tail,

and I decided to carve it into the back

of the squirrel. I’m quite happy with

the result and want to thank Sara for

her inspirational carvings.

Joris De Fré

Lokeren, Belgium

Whittling

by the Water

When I go fishing in

coastal Texas, I always

take my carving

knife. If the bite is a

bit slow, I will walk

the coastline and

usually find a piece

of cottonwood bark.

On one trip, I found

a pretty large piece

for my area of the

country. I carved

a wood spirit while

I waited for a bite.

Robert Rangel

Penitas, Texas

Joy of the Outdoors

I think carving outside is a fun and creative

approach. I got the chance to demonstrate

carving a four-foot-long cigar store Indian

during a reenactment of a famous battle at

the George Clark Memorial in Vincennes,

Ind. It was a joy to share the adventure of

woodcarving at this event.

Larry Green

Washington, Ind.

Grizzly Game

After making my own chess board out of walnut and

oak, I decided I might as well go all the way and make

the chess set, too. I came across Mitchell Cartledge’s

“Carving a Hillbilly Chess Set” from issue #44 and

decided to change the idea slightly to make it look

like the hillbillies are fighting a bunch of bears on

the board.

Don Arnett

Reeds Spring, Mo.

From the Editors:

We always enjoy seeing carvers decide to take

their work out of the shop and into nature!
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coming

features

Look for these projects

in an upcoming issue!

Santa’s gone

steampunk in this

camp caricature!

Create a new tradition for your tree

with a pickle

ornament.

Find the

Fox Hunt

winners on

Page 77!

Falling Into Carving

I have been a fan of

WCI

from the beginning.

After seeing Matt Kincade’s “Pilgrim Turkey” and

Miroslaw Czeladka’s “Man of the Woods” from

issue #104, I decided to carve both and had a fun

time making them. Great projects!

Bill Dominick

Charlotte, N.C.

Forest for the Trees

After seeing David

Young’s “Autumn

Trees” in issue

#104, I decided to

carve a small forest

of them. I added a

strong magnet into

the back of each

tree. They were

popular as gifts and

fun to make.

Matthew Lane, Jr.

Lafayette, La.

We love hearing about the carvings that readers like you

create! If you tried your hand at one of our projects, or

put your own spin on an existing design, send us an email

at editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com. Please include

your name, where you live, high-res photos, and a brief

description of the piece.

Carve and paint a serene

winter scene in rustic relief.
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