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Dear NFT User,

We’ve seen a lot these last couple of years. There was the Royal Wedding, which cheered up even the most miserable bastards among us. The glorious sight of spitfires and hurricanes flying over the capital was enough to make one feel proud to be British, and a style icon was born when Kate Middleton wore Alexander McQueen up the aisle. Then the 2013 arrival of His Royal Highness Prince George of Cambridge. And in 2015, Princess Charlotte. The year 2018 brought the birth of Prince Louis of Cambridge followed by another Royal Wedding of beautiful Meghan Markle and everyone’s favorite ginger, Prince Harry.

Then there were the Olympics: otherwise known as that running-jumping-swimming-cycling-diving event thingummy, the name of which we cannot mention for trademark reasons; luckily it all went smashingly, we were ready (eat it, Mitt Romney!), and Britain’s dignity, respectability, and credibility remained intact. Well, there was that moment when Boris got stuck on the zip wire…oh, and the mix up with the North and South Korean flags…Russell Brand at the lacklustre closing ceremony. But other than that, all good. Well done everyone, jolly good show.

Elsewhere—specifically, “Sarf of the river”—we have a new Renzo Piano-designed 72-storey glass shard-like pyramid-idoididooby tower. Once destined to be the tallest building in Europe…well, with all that new Russian money that we knew wouldn’t last, but we’ll always have the view. We could make a joke about the best thing about the view is that it’s the one place you can’t see The Shard, but that would be a little shabby. Anyway, so that happened.

And to think all this happened amid a backdrop of financial collapse, Mayan nihilism and Danny Boyle’s supremely dreary view of the Industrial Revolution. But that’s where a stiff upper lip comes in handy. All of which is to say, here it is, a guide to the most delicious, intoxicating, awe-inspiring, groovy destinations in the city. The best places for quaffing, boogying, spending, and caffeinating ourselves silly in one of the best cities in the world. Or just spots that we like—those that become part of our everyday as Londoners and which we’ve chosen to share with you.

Don’t forget to visit us online at www.notfortourists.com for updates and added content. And while we’re at it, check out the NFT app—it’s a great way to take the little black book on the go. No, we’ll never shake the tactile pleasure of the printed page, but that doesn’t mean we won’t find new ways to reach out and connect. As usual, don’t hesitate to let us know how you feel—your comments (and criticism!) are always very much appreciated.
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Map 1
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Marylebone (West)


Where the mullah meets the hookah, a stroll down Edgware Road is soundtracked by gurgling shisha pipes and bangin’ Arabic pop music. To the east, ostentatiously bejewelled madams patrol Montague Square. They’d turn their noses up at a shawarma at Maroush Express. Good, more for the rest of us.
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• Everyman Baker Street • 96 Baker St
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• Borough Barista • 60 Seymour St

• Caffe Nero • Edgware Road Station, Cabbell St

• Daisy Green • 20 Seymour St

• Pret A Manger • 556 Oxford St

• Starbucks • 26 Edgware Rd
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• Marble Arch • Oxford St & Park Ln

• Speakers’ Corner • Cumberland Gate & Park Ln
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• Arizona Lounge • 134 Marylebone Road

• Duke of York • 45 Harrowby St



[image: image] Post Offices

• Baker St • 111 Baker St

• Edgware Rd • 354 Edgware Rd
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• Daisy Green • 20 Seymour St

• Locanda Locatelli • 8 Seymour St

• Maroush Express • 56 Edgware Rd

• Twist • 42 Crawford St
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• Primark • 499 Oxford St

• Spymaster • 11 Howard St

• Totally Swedish • 32 Crawford St



[image: image] Supermarkets

• Sainsbury’s • 116 Baker St
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Map 2
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Marylebone (East)


Granted, the plush boutiques and old moneyisms of Marylebone are far removed from most Londoners’ lives, but that’s not to say you can’t go window shopping, and with VV Rouleaux nearby, you could even craft your own outfit. Don’t forget to stop in at Claridge’s to tell Gordon Ramsay to f*** off, then sedate yourself in the beautiful book haven that is Daunt.
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• Back on Track Coffee • 3 Wimpole St

• Caffe Nero • 273 Regent St

• Costa • 69 Wigmore St

• Paul Rothe & Sons • 35 Marylebone Ln

• Pret A Manger • 31 Cavendish

• Pret A Manger • 18 Hanover St

• Starbucks • 22 Princes St

• Starbucks • 14 James St
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• General Sikorski Statue • Portland Place

• Hertford House • Manchester Sq

• Jimi Hendrix Memorial Blue Plaque • 23 Brook St

• St. Christoper’s Place • 23 Barrett St
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• Royal College of Nursing Library • 20 Cavendish Sq
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• Claridge’s Bar • 55 Brook St

• Inn 1888 • 21 Devonshire St

• The Phoenix • 37 Cavendish Sq

• Purl • 50-54 Blandford St



[image: image] Post Offices

• Marylebone • 24 Thayer St
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• Chiltern Firehouse • 1 Chiltern St

• Comptoir Libanais • 65 Wigmore St

• Diwan • 31 Thayer St

• Fischer’s • 50 Marylebone High St

• The Golden Hind • 73 Marylebone Ln

• Goodman Mayfair • 24-26 Maddox St

• Hush Brasserie • 8 Lancashire Ct

• Patty & Bun • 54 James St

• Pollen Street Social • 8 Pollen St

• Royal China • 24-26 Baker St

• Royal China Club • 40-42 Baker St

• Trishna • 15 Blandford St

• Zoilo • 9 Duke St
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• Browns • 39 Brook St

• Daunt Books • 83 Marylebone High St

• Divertimenti • 227-229 Brompton Road

• Fenwick • 63 New Bond St

• French Sole • 61 Marylebone Ln

• Gray’s Antique Market • 58 Davies St

• John Lewis • 300 Oxford St

• La Fromagerie • 2 Moxon St

• Niketown • 236 Oxford St

• Paul Smith • 38 Marylebone High St

• Postcard Teas • 8 Dering St

• Selfridges & Co. • 400 Oxford St

• VV Rouleaux • 102 Marylebone Ln

• Zara • 333 Oxford St
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• Marks & Spencer • Bond St Station

• Waitrose • 98 Marylebone High St
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Map 3
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Fitzrovia


There’s a whole recent trend for upmarket Fiztrovians to roam east in return for trendsetting East Enders giving their neighbourhood a bit of cool cred—they’re all swapping galleries and premises and god knows what else in some kind of grown-up-exchange programme. Fitzrovia has its own history of cool though; you might be lucky enough to see a star or two at the BBC on Great Portland.
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• Odeon Tottenham Court • 30 Tottenham Ct Rd
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• The Attendant • 27A Foley St

• Black Sheep Coffee • 5 Goodge St

• Caffe Nero • 79 Tottenham Ct Rd

• Kaffeine • 66 Great Titchfield St

• Lantana • 13 Charlotte Pl

• Pret A Manger • 298 Regent St
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• BT Tower • 60 Cleveland St

• Charlotte Street • Charlotte St

• Middlesex Hospital • Mortimer St & Cleveland St

• Pollock’s Toy Museum • 1 Scala St

• Sinner Winner Man • 216 Oxford St

• Tottenham Court Road • Tottenham Ct Rd
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• RIBA British Architectural Library • 66 Portland Pl
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• 100 Club • 100 Oxford St

• The Albany • 240 Great Portland St

• Bourne & Hollingsworth • 28 Rathbone Pl

• Bradley’s Spanish Bar • 42 Hanway St

• Bricklayers Arms • 31 Gresse St

• Charlotte Street Hotel • 15 Charlotte St

• The Cock • 27 Great Portland St

• The Fitzroy Tavern • 16 Charlotte St

• The Jerusalem Tavern • 55 Britton St

• London Cocktail Club • 61 Goodge St

• Market Place • 11 Market Pl

• The Remedy • 124 Cleveland St

• Rising Sun • 46 Tottenham Ct Rd

• The Roxy • 3 Rathbone Pl

• Shochu Lounge • 37 Charlotte St

• The Social • 5 Little Portland St

• Yorkshire Grey • 46 Langham St
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• Great Portland St • 173 Great Portland St
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• Archipelago • 53 Cleveland St

• Bao • 31 Windmill St

• Barrica • 62 Goodge St

• Berners Tavern • 10 Berners St

• Bonnie Gull Seafood Shack • 21 Foley St

• Brazilian Gourmet • 70 Cleveland St

• Govinda’s • 9 Soho St

• Honey & Co • 25 Warren St

• Iberica • 195 Great Portland St

• ICCo • 46 Goodge St

• Kin Cafe • 22 Foley St

• Koba • 11 Rathbone St

• Market Place • 11 Market Pl

• Naroon • 60 Great Titchfield St

• Portland • 113 Great Portland St

• Ragam • 57 Cleveland St

• The Riding House Cafe • 43 Great Titchfield St

• Roka • 37 Charlotte St

• Salt Yard • 54 Goodge St

• Thai Metro • 38 Charlotte St

• Yalla Yalla • 12 Winsley St



[image: image] Shopping

• The Aquatic Design Centre • 26 Zennor Trade Park

• Bravissimo • 28 Margaret St

• Computer Exchange • 32 Rathbone Pl

• Chess & Bridge • 44 Baker St

• Fan New Trimmings • 41 Berwick St

• Harmony • 109 Oxford St

• Hobgoblin Music • 24 Rathbone Pl

• Mango • 225 Oxford St

• Scandinavian Kitchen • 61 Great Titchfield St

• Urban Outfitters • 200 Oxford St



[image: image] Supermarkets

• Marks & Spencer • 55 Tottenham Ct Rd

• Sainsbury’s • 35 Mortimer St

• Sainsbury’s • 17 Tottenham Ct Rd

• Tesco • 10 Goodge St


[image: image]


Map 4
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Bloomsbury (West)


Bloomsbury didn’t incite and excite Britain’s most prolific set of literature writers for no good reason. These streets ooze the kind of romanticised idea of London that had Virginia Woolf and E.M Forster zoned in as inspiration. Clever people have lived here in Bloomsbury and cleverer people still visit. The British Museum’s Age of Illumination collection highlights the world’s learners.
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• Horse Hospital • 30 Colonnade

• Odeon Tottenham Court • 30 Tottenham Ct Rd
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• Black Sheep Coffee • 5 Goodge St

• Costa • 104 New Oxford St

• London Review Cake Shop • 14 Bury Pl

• Pret A Manger • 40 Bernard St

• Pret A Manger • 64 New Oxford St

• Ruskins Cafe • 41 Museum St

• Starbucks • 112 New Oxford

• Store Street Espresso • 40 Store St



[image: image] Emergency Rooms

• University College Hospital • 235 Euston Rd
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• Bloomsbury Square Garden

• British Museum • Great Russell St

• Centre Point • 101 New Oxford St

• Kingsway Tram Tunnel • Theobald’s Rd & Southampton Row

• Senate House • Malet St & Torrington Sq

• SOAS • Thornhaugh St

• Student Central • Malet St

• Tavistock Square • Tavistock Sq

• University College London • Gower St
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• Anthropology Library • Great Russell St

• Birkbeck College Library • Malet St

• German Historical Institute Library London • 17 Bloomsbury Sq

• Institute of Advanced Legal Studies Library • 17 Russell Sq

• University of London, Senate House Library • Malet St
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• All Star Lanes • Victoria House, Bloomsbury Pl

• Bloomsbury Bowling Lanes • Bedford Way

• Marquis Cornwallis • 31 Marchmont St

• The Old Crown Public House • 33 New Oxford St

• The Plough • 27 Museum St

• The Princess Louise • 208 High Holborn
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• Marchmont St • 33 Marchmont St
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• Alara • 58 Marchmont St

• Bi Won • 24 Coptic St

• Savoir Faire • 42 New Oxford St
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• Blade Rubber Stamps • 12 Bury Pl

• British Museum shop • Great Russell St

• Gosh! • 1 Berwick St

• James Smith & Sons • 53 New Oxford St

• London Review Bookshop • 14 Bury Pl
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• Waitrose • Brunswick Sq
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Map 5
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Bloomsbury (East)


Agog with students, this tract of Bloomsbury is a bustling cultural playground. The brilliant Curzon Cinema resides in the belly of the Brunswick Centre, a Brutalist masterpiece with some posh shops thrown in for good measure. For contrast, stroll over to Lamb’s Conduit Street and enjoy some boutique shopping.
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• Curzon Cinema • 1 Brunswick Sq
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• The Espresso Room • 31-35 Great Ormond St

• Knockbox Coffee • 29 Lambs Conduit St

• Pret A Manger • 15 Theobald’s Rd

• Store Street Espresso • 54 Tavistock Place
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• Charles Dickens Museum • 48 Doughty St

• Gray’s Inn Field • Theobald’s Rd

• Doughty Street • Doughty St & Guilford St
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• Holborn Library • 32 Theobald’s Rd

• Royal National Institute of the Blind Research Library • 105 Judd St

• Pancras Square Library • 5 Pancras Rd



[image: image] Nightlife

• The Blue Lion • 133 Grays Inn Rd

• Calthorpe Arms • 252 Gray’s Inn Rd

• The Clerk & Well • 156 Clerkenwell Rd

• The Lamb • 94 Lamb’s Conduit St

• The Perseverance • 63 Lamb’s Conduit St

• Pimp Shuei • 59 Mount Pleasant

• The Water Rats • 328 Grays Inn Rd
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• Mount Pleasant • Farringdon Rd & Rosebery Ave
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• Banh Mi Bay • 4-6 Theobalds Rd

• Ciao Bella • 86 Lamb’s Conduit St

• Fryer’s Delight • 19 Theobald’s Rd

• Itadaki Zen • 139 King’s Cross Rd

• The Lady Ottoline • 11 Northington St

• Mary Ward Centre • 42 Queen Sq

• Paolina Thai Snack Bar • 181 King’s Cross Rd

• You Me Sushi • 180 Grays Inn Rd
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• Bibas Hair and Beauty • 72 Marchmont St

• The Brunswick • Hunter St

• Folk • 49 Lamb’s Conduit St

• Gay’s the Word • 66 Marchmont St

• International Magic • 89 Clerkenwell Rd

• Magma • 117 Clerkenwell Rd
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Map 6
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Clerkenwell


A village in the city provides a perfect contrast of a pretty green square separated by only a row of shops from the rest of the corporate world. Potter off the main square for back-alley Belgium beers at The Dovetail.
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• The Ethiopian Coffee Company • 61 Amwell St
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• Finsbury Library • 245 St John St

• Marx Memorial Library • 37 Clerkenwell Green
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• City University London • Northampton Sq

• The House of Detention • St James’s Walk
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• 1920 • 19 Great Sutton St

• Bandstand Busking • Northampton Sq

• The Betsey Trotwood • 56 Farringdon Rd

• Café Kick • 43 Exmouth Market

• The Dovetail • 9 Jerusalem Passage

• The Harlequin • 27 Arlington Wy

• Old Red Lion • 418 St. John St

• The Slaughtered Lamb • 34 Great Sutton St

• The Three Kings • 7 Clerkenwell Close

• Wilmington Arms • 69 Rosebery Ave
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• Caravan • 11 Exmouth Market

• Dans Le Noir • 69 St John St

• The Eagle • 159 Farringdon Rd

• Morito • 32 Exmouth Market

• Moro • 34 Exmouth Market

• Pham Sushi • 159 Whitecross St

• SandwichMan • 23 Easton St

• Sushi Tetsu • 12 Jerusalem Passage
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• EC One Jewellery • 41 Exmouth Market

• The Family Business Tattoo Shop • 58 Exmouth Market

• Gypsy Blood Tattoo • 332b Goswell Rd

• Metro Imaging • 32 Great Sutton St

• Timorous Beasties • 46 Amwell St

• The Wyvern Bindery • 187 Hoxton St
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• Tesco Express • 1 Brewnhouse Yard

• Waitrose • Ayelsbury St & St. John St


[image: image]


Map 7
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Barbican / City Road (South)


Ugly as the brutalist Barbican might be, its surrounds have happily morphed into one of those areas that thrives on its appalling looks and survives on a generation of media peeps. Where the cool crowds flow, top notch hang-outs will follow. Old Street, or Silicon Roundabout, was designed for those who mainline coffee for survival while Bunhill Fields provides necessary respite.
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• Barbican Centre Cinema • Silk St & Whitecross St
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• Costa • 68 Goswell Rd

• Fix • 161 Whitecross St

• Look Mum No Hands! • 49 Old St

• Notes Coffee Roasters • 1 Ropemaker St

• Pitch 42 • Whitecross St Market

• Popular Cafe • 85 Lever St

• Pret A Manger • 9 Goswell Rd

• Pret A Manger • Ropemaker St

• Shoreditch Grind • 213 Old St
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• Barbican Centre • Silk St

• Bunhill Fields Burial Ground • 38 City Rd

• Church of St Bartholomew the Great • Kinghorn St

• LSO St Luke’s • 161 Old St

• St. Giles • Fore St
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• Barbican Library • Silk St

• Wandsworth Town Library • 11 Garratt Ln
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• The Gibson • 44 Old St

• Nightjar • 129 City Rd

• The Two Brewers • 121 Whitecross St



[image: image] Post Offices

• Old Street • 185 Old St
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• Carnevale • 135 Whitecross St

• Nusa Kitchen • 10 Old St

• Original Bagel and Sandwich • 22 Goswell Rd
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• Evans & Witt • 58 Long Lane

• Red Dot Cameras • 86 Goswell Rd

• Whitecross Market • Whitecross St
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• Waitrose • Whitecross St
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Map 8
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Liverpool Street / Broadgate


A grimy maw that spews trendos onto Bishopsgate, Liverpool Street is the gateway to the nowness of Brick Lane and Shoreditch. Its arse-end lets out suits and money into the borders of the City.
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• AMT • Liverpool St & Broadgate Circle

• Costa • 1 Ropemaker St

• Costa • 18 Liverpool St

• Starbucks • Liverpool St Station
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• Fulcrum • Broadgate
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• Bishopsgate Library • 230 Bishopsgate
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• The Book Club • 100 Leonard St

• Callooh Callay • 65 Rivington St

• Lounge Bohemia • 1 Great Eastern St

• McQueen • 55 Tabernacle St

• Red Lion • 1 Eldon St

• Worship Street Whistling Shop • 63 Worship St

• XOYO • 32 Cowper St



[image: image] Restaurants

• Duck and Waffle • 110 Bishopgate

• Gaucho Broadgate • 5 Finsbury Ave

• Hoxton Grill • 81 Great Eastern St

• Lantana • 55 City Road

• The Princess of Shoreditch • 76 Paul St



[image: image] Supermarkets

• Tesco • 158 Bishopsgate
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Map 9
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Mayfair / Green Park


A taste of Old Money is a decent enough reason to visit Mayfair; splashing out on High Tea at The Ritz is pretty much an investment in one’s cultural education. The upside to might-rich neighbourhoods? Art galleries. Ones that give away wine. All the time. Pop down Cork Street on an eve to quaff all the free champagne at a private view then go off somewhere far more interesting.



[image: image] Cinemas

• Curzon Mayfair • 38 Curzon St



[image: image] Coffee

• Apostrophe • 10 Grosvenor St

• Caffe Nero • 50 Curzon St

• Costa • 9 Eldon St

• Starbucks • 52 Berkeley St



[image: image] Landmarks

• 50 Berkeley Square • 50 Berkeley Sq

• Apsley House • 149 Piccadilly

• Buckingham Palace • The Mall

• Down Street Station • Down St & Piccadilly

• Hard Rock Cafe • Piccadilly & Old Park Ln



[image: image] Libraries

• Mayfair Library • 25 South Audley St

• Royal Society of Chemistry Library and Information Centre • Piccadilly



[image: image] Nightlife

• 1707 Wine Bar • 181 Piccadilly

• bbar • 43 Buckingham Palace Rd

• Chesterfield Arms • 50 Hertford St

• Mahiki • 1 Dover St



[image: image] Post Offices

• Mayfair • 32 Grosvenor St



[image: image] Restaurants

• Alain Ducasse at The Dorchester • Park Ln

• Burger & Lobster • 29 Clarges St

• Corrigan’s • 28 Upper Grosvernor St

• El Pirata of Mayfair • 5 Down St

• The English Tea Room at Brown’s • Albemarle St

• Galvin at Windows • Park Ln, 28th Floor

• Gymkhana • 42 Albemarle St

• Kitty Fisher’s • 10 Shepherd Market

• L’Autre • 5 Shepherd St

• Momo • 25 Heddon St

• Nobu • 19 Old Park Ln

• The Ritz • 150 Piccadilly

• Theo Randall • 1 Hamilton Pl



[image: image] Shopping

• Dover Street Market • 18 Haymarket

• Green Valley • Berkeley St

• Stella McCartney • 23 Old Bond St



[image: image] Supermarkets

• Marks & Spencer • 78 Piccadilly

• Sainsbury’s • 38 Stratton St
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Map 10
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Piccadilly / Soho (West)


Forget visions of Austin Powers “yeah baby” grooviness, Carnaby Street is a slick study in consumerism with all major streetwear labels present, but the grand dame of department stores, Liberty, retains top marks for a unique shopping experience. Polpo restaurant is a winner in the small plates game.



[image: image] Coffee

• Caffe Nero • 35 Jermyn St

• Costa • 11 Argyll St

• Pret A Manger • 298 Regent St

• Pret A Manger • 27 Great Marlborough

• Rapha Cycle Club • 85 Brewer St



[image: image] Landmarks

• Burlington Arcade • Piccadilly

• Carnaby Street • Carnaby St

• Kingly Court • Kingly St & Foubert’s Pl

• Statue of Eros • Piccadilly Circus



[image: image] Nightlife

• 5th View • 203 Piccadilly

• Ain’t Nothing But The Blues Bar • 20 Kingly St

• Beyond Retro • 19 Argyll St

• The Blind Pig • 58 Poland St

• Courthouse Bar• 19 Great Marlborough St

• The John Snow • 39 Broadwick St

• Lucky Voice • 52 Poland St

• The Red Lion • 14 Kingly St

• The Windmill • 6 Mill St



[image: image] Restaurants

• Bao • 53 Lexington St

• Bob Bob Ricard • 1 Upper James St

• Bodean’s BBQ • 10 Poland St

• Brasserie Zedel • 20 Sherwood St

• Cecconi’s • 5 Burlington Gardens

• Dehesa • 25 Ganton St

• Detox Kitchen • 10 Kingly St

• Dishoom • 22 Kingly St

• Kulu Kulu • 76 Brewer St

• Le Pain Quotidien • 18 Great Marlborough St

• Mildred’s • 45 Lexington St

• The Photographers’ Gallery • 16 Ramillies St

• Ping Pong • 45 Great Marlborough St

• Polpo • 41 Beak St

• San Carlo Cicchetti • 215 Piccadilly

• Sartoria • 20 Saville Row

• Sketch • 9 Conduit St

• Social Eating House • 58 Poland St

• Taro • 61 Brewer St

• Yauatcha • 15 Broadwick St

• Yoshino • 3 Piccadilly Pl



[image: image] Shopping

• Anthropologie • 158 Regent St

• Apple Store • 235 Regent Street	

• Beyond Retro • 19 Argyll St

• Burlington Arcade • 51 Piccadilly

• Cos • 222 Regent St

• Fortnum & Mason • 181 Piccadilly

• Hamley’s • 188 Regent St

• Hatchards Bookshop • 187 Piccadilly

• Lazy Oaf • 2 Ganton St

• Liberty • 214 Regent St

• Lillywhites • 24 Lower Regent St

• Muji • 41 Carnaby St

• Phonica • 51 Poland St

• Richard James • 29 Savile Row

• Rigby & Peller • 22 Conduit St

• Whole Foods Market • 20 Glasshouse St
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Map 11
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Soho (Central)


This is still the heart of the red light district, but it’s no longer such a sordid affair. Berwick Street is still loved for its record shops and market.



[image: image] Cinemas

• Apollo Theatre • Shaftesbury Ave

• Curzon Soho • 99 Shaftesbury Ave

• Prince Charles Cinema • 7 Leicester Pl



[image: image] Coffee

• Flat White • 17 Berwick St

• Kaffeine • 66 Great Titchfield St

• Starbucks • 60 Wardour St

• Toi & Moi Cafe • 38 Berwick St



[image: image] Landmarks

• Berwick Street Market • Berwick St & Rupert St

• John Snow Water Pump • Broadwick St

• Waxy O’Connor’s • 14 Rupert St



[image: image] Nightlife

• The Blue Posts • 22 Berwick St

• The Blue Posts • 28 Rupert St

• The Comedy Store • 1 Oxendon St

• De Hems • 11 Macclesfield St

• Experimental Cocktail Club • 13 Gerrard St

• Freedom • 66 Wardour St

• The French House • 49 Dean St

• The Lyric • 37 Great Windmill St

• Village • 81 Wardour St

• The Yard Bar • 57 Rupert St



[image: image] Restaurants

• Balans • 60 Old Compton St

• Bar Bruno • 101 Wardour St

• Blanchette • 9 D’Arblay St

• Bocca di Lupo • 12 Archer St

• Bone Daddies • 31 Peter St

• Brewdog Soho • 21 Poland St

• Busaba Eathai • 110 Wardour St

• Copita • 27 D’Arblay St

• Ember Yard • 60 Berwick St

• Gelupo • 7 Archer St

• Jazz Club • 10 Dean St

• Maoz • 43 Old Compton St

• Mildred’s • 45 Lexington St

• The Palomar • 34 Rupert St

• Princi • 135 Wardour St

• Randall & Aubin • 16 Brewer St

• Snog • 9 Brewer St

• Soho Joe • 34 D’Arblay St

• St Moritz • 161 Wardour St

• Tamarind Kitchen • 167 Wardour St

• Tokyo Diner • 2 Newport Pl

• Won Kei • 41 Wardour St



[image: image] Shopping

• Algerian Coffee Store • 52 Old Compton St

• Cass Art Soho • 24 Berwick St

• Gerry’s • 74 Old Compton St

• I. Camisa & Son • 61 Old Compton St

• Reckless Records • 30 Berwick St

• Sister Ray • 75 Berwick St

• Sounds of the Universe • 7 Broadwick St
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Map 12
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Soho (East)


While The Three Greyhounds (opposite Soho House) might be one of the cheapest pubs in central London, Jazz After Dark on Greek Street certainly isn’t, but it does have an undeniably attractive ambiance. Blend in with the winos at Soho Square with a shop-bought bottle while G-A-Y showcases the more colourful side of Soho.



[image: image] Cinemas

• Vue West End Cinema • 3 Cranbourn St



[image: image] Coffee

• Caffe Nero • 32 Cranbourn St

• Caffe Nero • 43 Frith St

• Maison Bertaux • 28 Greek St



[image: image] Landmarks

• Denmark Street • Denmark St

• FA Headquarters • 25 Soho Sq

• Old Compton Street • Old Compton St

• The Phoenix Garden • 21 Stacey St

• Soho Square • Soho Sq



[image: image] Nightlife

• 68 and Boston • 5 Greek St

• Bar Termini • 7 Old Compton St

• Cafe Boheme • 13 Old Compton St

• Comptons • 53 Old Compton St

• G-A-Y Bar • 30 Old Compton St

• G-A-Y Late • 5 Goslett Yard

• Garlic & Shots • 14 Frith St

• Jazz After Dark • 9 Greek St

• Karaoke Box • 18 Frith St

• Milroy’s • 3 Greek St

• The Montagu Pyke • 105 Charing Cross Rd

• Ronnie Scott’s • 47 Frith St

• Salsa! • 96 Charing Cross Rd

• The Royal George • 133 Charing Cross Rd

• The Three Greyhounds • 25 Greek St

• The Toucan • 19 Carlisle St



[image: image] Restaurants

• 10 Greek Street • 10 Greek St

• Baozi Inn • 26 Newport Court

• Bar Italia • 22 Frith St

• Barshu • 28 Frith St

• Bi Bim Bap • 11 Greek St

• Ceviche • 17 Frith St

• Garlic & Shots • 14 Frith St

• Haozhan • 8 Gerrard St

• Imperial China • 25 Lisle St

• The Ivy • 1 West St

• Koya • 49 Frith St

• The Bodega Negra Cafe • 16 Moor St

• La Porchetta Pollo Bar • 20 Old Compton St

• Le Beaujolais • 25 Litchfield St

• Maison Bertaux • 28 Greek St

• Sartori • 15 Great Newport St

• The Three Greyhounds • 25 Greek Street



[image: image] Shopping

• Fopp • 1 Earlham St

• Forbidden Planet • 179 Shaftesbury Ave

• Foyles • 107 Charing Cross Rd

• Hank’s Guitar Shop • 27 Denmark St

• Macari’s • 92 Charing Cross Rd

• Rockers • 5 Denmark St

• Wunjo Guitars • 5 Denmark St
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Map 13

[image: image]

Covent Garden


Covent Garden is a shopper’s delight, especially on Endell Street and Neal Street. However, such activity will not offer a respite from the Piazza and its hordes of spatially unaware folk. Stop for fish and chips at Rock & Sole Plaice. Come the evening, sip cocktails at Freud or convene with the ghost of Bernard Shaw at the Lamb & Flag.



[image: image] Coffee

• Bagariat • 24 Rose St

• Bagel Factory • 18 Endell St

• The Black Penny • 34 Great Queen St

• Caffe Nero • 30 Monmouth St

• Caffe Nero • 83 Long Acre

• Pret A Manger • 65 Long Acre

• Starbucks • 10 Russell St

• WatchHouse • 7 Upper St Martin’s Ln



[image: image] Landmarks

• Oasis Sports Centre • 32 Endell St

• Seven Dials • Upper St Martin’s Ln & Earlham St



[image: image] Nightlife

• Compagnie Des Vins Surnaturels • 8-10 Neal’s Yard

• The Cross Keys • 31 Endell St

• Freud • 198 Shaftesbury Ave

• Lamb & Flag • 33 Rose St

• The Poetry Cafe • 22 Betterton St



[image: image] Post Offices

• High Holborn • 181 High Holborn



[image: image] Restaurants

• Battersea Pie • Covent Garden Piazza

• Café Mode • 57 Endell St

• Flat Iron • 17 Henrietta St

• Flesh & Buns • 41 Earlham St

• Lanzhou Noodle Bar • 33 Cranbourne St

• Lima Floral • 14 Garrick St

• Mon Plaisir • 21 Monmouth St

• Punjab • 80 Neal St

• Rock & Sole Plaice • 47 Endell St

• Sarastro • 126 Drury Ln

• Souk Medina • 27 Litchfield St



[image: image] Shopping

• The Astrology Shop • 78 Neal St

• Ben’s Cookies • 13 The Piazza

• Blackout II • 51 Endell St

• Coco de Mer • 23 Monmouth St

• Libidex at Liberation • 49 Shelton St

• London Graphic Centre • 16 Shelton St

• Lululemon • 125 Long Acre

• Neal’s Yard Dairy • 17 Shorts Gardens

• Poetry Cafe • 22 Betterton St

• Pop Boutique • 30 Short’s Gardens

• Rokit • 42 Shelton St

• Rossopomodoro • 50 Monmouth St

• Stanfords • 7 Mercer Walk

• Tabio • 51 Neal St

• Urban Outfitters • 42 Earlham St



[image: image] Supermarkets

• Sainsbury’s • 129 Kingsway
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Map 14
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Holborn / Temple


An essential cog in London’s machine, this area is resplendent with curios (Old Curiosity Shop, Sweeney Todd’s), public squares full of depressed lawyers and legions of serious-looking people being integrated into The System. The ghosts of London’s past hover around Temple and the Strand, where you’ll also find Aldwych Film for brunch and a flick.



[image: image] Cinemas

• Aldwych Film • 1 Aldwych



[image: image] Coffee

• Caffe Nero • 333 High Holborn

• Fleet Street Press • 3 Fleet St

• Pret A Manger • 8B Leather Ln

• Pret A Manger • 240 High Holborn

• Prufrock Coffee • 23-25 Leather Ln

• Starbucks • 10 Kingsway

• Starbucks • 99 Kingsway

• Triple Two Coffee • 14 Leather Ln



[image: image] Landmarks

• Aldwych Tube Station • Strand & Surrey St

• BBC Bush House • Aldwych & Kingsway

• Hatton Garden • Hatton Garden

• Inner Temple Garden • Inner Temple

• King’s College London • Strand

• Lincoln’s Inn Fields • Newman’s Row

• London School of Economics and Political Science • Houghton St

• The Old Curiosity Shop • 13 Portsmouth St

• Royal Courts of Justice • Strand

• Sir John Soane’s Museum • 13 Lincoln’s Inn Fields

• Sweeney Todd’s Barber Shop • 186 Fleet St

• Somerset House • Somerset House Trust, The Strand



[image: image] Libraries

• British Library of Political and Economic Science • 10 Portugal St



[image: image] Nightlife

• Bar Polski • 11 Little Turnstile

• Bounce • 121 Holborn

• Cittie of Yorke • 22 High Holborn

• The Craft Beer Co. • 82 Leather Ln

• The Enterprise • 38 Red Lion St

• The Seven Stars • 53 Carey St



[image: image] Post Offices

• Aldwych • 95 Aldwych

• Grays Inn • 24 Grays Inn Rd



[image: image] Restaurants

• Asadal • 227 High Holborn

• Indigo • 1 Aldwych

• MEATliquor • Jubilee Market Hall, Tavistock St

• Radio Rooftop Bar • 336 Strand



[image: image] Shopping

• Konditor & Cook • 46 Grays Inn Rd



[image: image] Supermarkets

• Sainsbury’s • 129 Kingsway

• Sainsbury’s • 60 Fetter Ln
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Map 15
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Blackfriars / Farringdon


The choices for eating out and drinking in this quarter are myriad, but we recommend getting your chops around a side of cow: Smith’s and Gaucho are two solid options. Get a feel for sixteenth-century London with a potter around the old Livery Halls, then make like a Dickensian Oliver in the gated Charterhouse Square.



[image: image] Coffee

• Alchemy Coffee • 8 Ludgate Broadway

• Caffe Nero • 30 Newgate St

• Caffe Nero • 118 Newgate St

• Costa • 13 New Bridge St

• Costa • 46 Cowcross St

• Pret A Manger • 101 Turnmill St

• Pret A Manger • 5 St John’s Sq

• Pret A Manger • 10 Pasternoster Sq

• Pret A Manger • 101 New Bridge St

• Pret A Manger • 143 Fleet St

• Starbucks • 1 Paternoster Sq

• Starbucks • 3 Fleet Pl

• Starbucks • 30 New Bridge St

• The Wren • 114 Queen Victoria St



[image: image] Landmarks

• Daily Express Building • 121 Fleet St

• Millennium Bridge • Millennium Bridge

• Old Bailey • Old Bailey

• Postman’s Park • Little Britain



[image: image] Libraries

• Shoe Lane Library • Little New St



[image: image] Nightlife

• Fabric • 77 Charterhouse St

• Fox and Anchor • 115 Charterhouse St

• The Happenstance • 10 Paternoster Sq

• The Hat and Tun • 3 Hatton Wall

• Ye Old Mitre • 1 Ely Pl

• Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese • 145 Fleet St

• Ye Olde London • 42 Ludgate Hill



[image: image] Post Offices

• Farringdon Road • 39 Farringdon Rd



[image: image] Restaurants

• Bleeding Heart • Bleeding Heart Yard

• Gaucho Smithfield • 93 Charterhouse St

• Le Cafe du Marche • 22 Charterhouse Sq

• Pho • 86 St. John St

• Smiths of Smithfield • 67 Charterhouse St

• St. John • 26 St John St

• Tinseltown • 44 St John St

• Vivat Bacchus • 47 Farringdon St

• Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese • 145 Fleet Street



[image: image] Supermarkets

• Sainsbury’s • 23 Farringdon Rd
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Map 16
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Square Mile (West)


Aah, the City, that faceless square mile at which we direct such disgust and vehemence for the state we’re in. Despite meltdowns and protests, the world continues to turn, stocks are traded, and bonuses return. This place has always been empty at the weekends so you can enjoy the caryatids and Doric columns in peace. And of course take in the duomo at San Paulo (so much more romantic sounding, don’t you think?)



[image: image] Coffee

• Costa • 99 Gresham St

• Pret A Manger • 30 Gresham St

• Starbucks • 143 Cheapside



[image: image] Landmarks

• The Guildhall • Gresham St

• St Mary le Bow Church • Cheapside

• St Paul’s Cathedral • St Paul’s Church Yard

• Temple of Mithras • Queen Victoria St



[image: image] Post Offices

• Southwark • 136 Southwark Bridge Rd



[image: image] Libraries

• City Business Library • Aldermanbury Sq

• Guildhall Library • Aldermanbury



[image: image] Nightlife

• The Samuel Pepys • Stew Ln

• Three Cranes • 28 Garlick Hill

• Ye Olde Watling • 29 Watling St



[image: image] Restaurants

• Coq d’Argent • 1 Poultry

• Sweetings • 39 Queen Victoria St



[image: image] Shopping

• Church’s • 90 Cheapside

• Space NK Apothecary • 145 Cheapside



[image: image] Supermarkets

• Marks & Spencer • Cannon St Station
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Map 17
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Square Mile (East)


London’s most Jekyll-and-Hyde-like hood. The Counting House is for after-work beers, while the possibility of shopping at the Royal Exchange is laughable, but who says you have to buy? By night, well, just don’t go there.



[image: image] Coffee

• Caffe Nero • 109 Cannon St

• Pret A Manger • 43 King William St

• Starbucks • 48 Gracechurch St



[image: image] Landmarks

• Bank of England • Threadneedle St

• London Stone • 111 Cannon St

• The Royal Exchange • Cornhill

• Threadneedle Street • Threadneedle St



[image: image] Nightlife

• The Counting House • 50 Cornhill



[image: image] Post Offices

• Moorgate • 45 London Wall



[image: image] Restaurants

• Burger and Lobster • 52 Threadneedle St

• Coya Angel Court • 31 Throgmorton St

• Gaucho City • 1 Bell Inn Yard

• Hispania • 72 Lombard St

• The Mercer • 34 Threadneedle St

• Nusa Kitchen • 2 Adams Ct

• Simpson’s Tavern • 38 Ball Court Alley, Cornhill



[image: image] Shopping

• Bremont • 12 The Royal Exchange



[image: image] Supermarkets

• Marks & Spencer • Cannon St Station

• Sainsbury’s • 10 Lombard St
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Map 18
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Tower Hill / Aldgate


Though on the fringe of the financial cesspit, Aldgate is brilliant to walk and gawp around in. Go siege the London Wall alongside the tourists. Alternatively go become one yourself at Pudding Lane.



[image: image] Coffee

• Cafe from Crisis • 64 Commercial St

• Caffe Nero • 22 London St

• Curators Coffee • 9 Cullum St

• Starbucks • 48 Gracechurch St

• Starbucks • 48 Minories

• Trade Coffee • 47 Commercial St



[image: image] Landmarks

• The Gherkin • 30 St Mary Axe

• Jewish Soup Kitchen • Brune St & Tenter Ground

• The Lloyd’s Building • 1 Lime St

• Leadenhall Market • Gracechurch St

• London Wall • Cooper’s Row & Trinity Sq

• The Monument • Monument St

• Pudding Lane • Pudding Ln

• St Dunstan-in-the-East • St Dunstan’s Hill

• The Ravens • Tower Hill

• Thames Clippers • Tower Pier

• Tower 42 • 25 Old Broad St

• Tower of London • Tower Hill



[image: image] Libraries

• Artizan Street • 1 Artizan St

• The Women’s Library • 10 Portugal St



[image: image] Nightlife

• Kenza • 10 Devonshire Sq

• The Minories • 64 Minories

• Revolution • 140 Leadenhall St



[image: image] Post Offices

• The City of London BO • 12 Eastcheap



[image: image] Restaurants

• Gunpowder • 11 White’s Row



[image: image] Shopping

• Montezuma’s • 40 Brushfield St

• Petticoat Lane Market • 119 Middlesex St



[image: image] Supermarkets

• Sainsbury’s • 45 Fenchurch St
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Map 19
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Belgravia


Ugg and Range Rover fetishists are in a constant state of climax around here. It sure is pretty when the sun isn’t being blocked by expensively coiffured bouffants, but one suspects the plummy accents and tasteless richness would dent anyone’s enthusiasm for chic dog clothes (Mungo & Maud) or curry (Amaya).



[image: image] Coffee

• Tomtom Coffee House • 114 Ebury St



[image: image] Libraries

• Instituto Cervantes • 15 Devereux Ct

• Victoria Library • 160 Buckingham Palace Rd

• Westminster Music Library • 35 St Martin’s St



[image: image] Nightlife

• The Blue Bar • The Berkeley Hotel • Wilton Pl

• Nag’s Head • 53 Kinnerton St

• The Plumber’s Arms • 14 Lower Belgrave St



[image: image] Restaurants

• Amaya • Motcomb St

• Boisdale • 15 Eccleston St

• Colbert • 50 Sloane Sq

• Noura • 12 William St

• The Pantechnicon • 19 Motcomb St

• The Thomas Cubitt • 44 Elizabeth St



[image: image] Shopping

• Daylesford Organic Farmshop and Cafe • 44 Pimlico Rd

• Mungo & Maud • 79 Elizabeth St

• Peter Jones • Sloan Sq



[image: image] Supermarkets

• Waitrose • 27 Motcomb St
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Map 20
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Victoria / Pimlico (West)


Since the Tower of London closed for business, prisoners have been routinely tortured at weekends in Victoria Station. Surrounding the transit hubs is a dignified ‘hood Churchill and Mozart called home. Do a late-night tramp photoshoot on the steps of the magnificent houses of Lupus Street (with a camera from Grays) before heading to The Cask & Glass for a knees-up with your new pals.
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• Caffe Nero • 31 Warwick Wy

• Costa • 3 Cardinal Walk

• Costa • 115 Buckingham Palace Rd

• Pret A Manger • 173 Victoria St

• Pret A Manger • Unit 36B • Victoria Station

• Pret A Manger • 92 Buckingham Palace Rd

• Starbucks • Buckingham Palace Rd & Lower Belgrave St



[image: image] Post Offices

• Vauxhall Bridge Road • 167 Vauxhall Bridge Rd



[image: image] Landmarks

• Little Ben • Victoria St & Vauxhall Bridge Rd

• Westminster Cathedral • 42 Francis St



[image: image] Nightlife

• The Cask & Glass • 39 Palace St

• The Warwick • 25 Warwick Wy

• Windsor Castle • 23 Francis St



[image: image] Restaurants

• Grumbles • 35 Churton St

• The Phoenix • 14 Palace St

• Pimlico Fresh • 86 Wilton Rd



[image: image] Shopping

• Capital Carboot Sale • Lupus St

• Grays of Westminster • 40 Churton St

• Rippon Cheese Stores • 26 Upper Tachbrook St



[image: image] Supermarkets

• Marks & Spencer • Victoria Mainline Station
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Map 21
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Pimlico (East)


Hugging the curve of the Thames, this princely patch of Pimlico combines the stately Tate with imposing embankment architecture and ancient houses. Check out the old-money splendour of Vincent Street before grabbing lunch at the Regency, a true gem of a caf. Much fun can be had by pretending you actually live around here, so in this spirit head to the Morpeth as your local.



[image: image] Landmarks

• Millbank Tower • 21 Millbank



[image: image] Libraries

• Pimlico Library • Lupus St

• Royal Horticultural Society Library • 80 Vincent Sq



[image: image] Nightlife

• Morpeth Arms • 58 Millibank



[image: image] Restaurants

• Goya • 34 Lupus St

• The Regency Cafe • 17 Regency St

• The Vincent Rooms • 76 Vincent Sq
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Map 22
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Westminster


The long shadow of government falls over these parts, beautiful as they are. Protesters and wannabe Guy Fawkeses head to Parliament Square, where they can harangue whichever bunch of jokers are ensconced in the Houses of Parliament. Get away from tourists at the tiny St. Stephen’s Tavern, or grab a classy cocktail at The Cinnamon Club. If you must shop, head to Victoria Street.
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• Cafe Fresco • 11 Tothill St

• Caffe Nero • 105 Victoria St

• Iris & June • 1 Howick Pl

• Pret A Manger • 49 Tothill St

• Starbucks • 27 Victoria St



[image: image] Landmarks

• Big Ben • Bridge St

• Field of Remembrance • Victoria St

• New Scotland Yard Sign • 8 Broadway

• St. John’s Smith Square • Smith Sq

• UK Parliament • Victoria St & Abingdon St

• Westminster Tube Station • Westminster Bridge Rd



[image: image] Nightlife

• The Albert • 52 Victoria St

• The Cinnamon Club • 30 Great Smith St

• The Feathers • 18 Broadway

• The Speaker • 46 Great Peter St

• Two Chairmen • 39 Dartmouth St

• St. Stephen’s Tavern • 10 Bridge St
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Map 23

[image: image]

St. James’s


Dignified, decadent, exclusive, Pall Mall and St. James’s Street are where the aristobrats come out to play. With stuffy gentlemen’s clubs, bespoke tailors, and the stale scent of a cigar-fuelled colonialist past pervading, you’ll want to sweeten up with a macaroon at Laduree.
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• Empire Cinemas Haymarket • 63 Haymarket

• ICA Cinema • The Mall & Horse Guards Rd

• Odeon Leicester Square • 24 Leicester Sq

• Odeon Panton Street • 11 Panton St

• Vue Cinema Piccadilly • 19 Lower Regent St
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• Borough Barista • 15 Charles II St

• Caffe Nero • 35 Jermyn St

• ICA Cafe • The Mall

• Pret A Manger • 8 King St



[image: image] Landmarks

• Economist Plaza • 25 St. James’s St

• Giro the Nazi Dog • 9 Carlton House Terrace

• King George VI & Queen Elizabeth Memorial

• Leicester Square • Leicester Sq

• TKTS • Leicester Sq



[image: image] Libraries

• London Library • 14 St James’s Sq

• Westminster Reference Library • 35 St Martin’s St



[image: image] Nightlife

• Dukes Hotel • 35 St James’s St

• Institute of Contemporary Arts • The Mall



[image: image] Restaurants

• Cafe Concerto Green Park • 61 Piccadilly

• Laduree • 71 Burlington Arcade



[image: image] Shopping

• Partridges Deli • 2 Duke of York St
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Map 24
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Trafalgar Square / The Strand


The hawkers came and removed the flying rats and lo! the Square was clean and visible. This ain’t Mary Poppins—don’t feed the birds, you dirty tourists. Eat at Wahaca, one of London’s few good Mexicans, then walk it off on Waterloo Bridge and watch the sun set over the Thames. Aah. That’s why you love London.



[image: image] Coffee

• Caffe Nero • 10 Bedford St

• Caffe Nero • 36 St Martin’s Ln

• Coffee Island • 5 Upper St Martin’s Ln

• Costa • 17 Embankment Pl

• Notes • 31 St Martin’s Ln

• Pret A Manger • 120 Strand

• Pret A Manger • 7 St Martin’s Ln

• Starbucks • 1 Villiers St



[image: image] Landmarks

• 10 Downing Street • 10 Downing St

• The Actors’ Church • 29 Bedford St

• Banqueting House • Whitehall

• Cleopatra’s Needle • Embankment

• Eleanor Cross • Strand

• Jane Austen Residence • 10 Henrietta St

• Right-Hand Drive Street • Savoy Ct

• Sewer Lamp • Carting Ln & Strand

• St Martin-in-the-Fields • Trafalgar Sq

• Top Secret Tunnels • 6 Craig’s Ct

• Trafalgar Square • Trafalgar Sq



[image: image] Libraries

• Charing Cross Library • 4 Charing Cross Rd

• Royal United Services Institute Library • Whitehall



[image: image] Nightlife

• The Chandos • 29 St Martins Ln

• The Coal Hole • 91 Strand

• Covent Garden Comedy Club • The Arches

• Gordon’s Wine Bar • 47 Villiers St

• The Harp • 47 Chandos Pl

• Haxells Restaurant & Bar • 372 Strand

• Heaven • The Arches

• Maple Leaf • 41 Maiden Ln

• Punch & Judy • The Covent Garden Piazza

• Retro Bar • 2 George Ct

• The Sherlock Holmes • 10 Northumberland St

• Zoo Bar & Club • 13 Bear St



[image: image] Restaurants

• Benito’s Hat • 19 New Row

• Cafe in the Crypt • 6 St Martin’s Pl

• J Sheekey • 28 St Martin’s Ct

• Portrait Restaurant & Bar • St Martin’s Pl

• Rules • 35 Maiden Ln

• Thai Pot • 1 Bedfordbury

• Wahaca • 66 Chandos Pl



[image: image] Shopping

• London Camera Exchange • 98 Strand

• Rohan • 11 Mercer St

• Stanley Gibbons • 399 Strand



[image: image] Supermarkets

• Marks & Spencer • Charing Cross Station
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Kensal Town


The “new Notting Hill” label weighs heavily on the Kensals. They look east for inspiration, ignoring the Harlesden yardies at their backs. Trellick Tower is perfect for real—“I mean it, I’ll jump”—attention-seekers.



[image: image] Coffee

• Lisboa Cafe • 57 Golborne Rd

• Neev & May • 155 Ladbroke Grove



[image: image] Landmarks

• Trellick Tower • 5 Golborne Rd



[image: image] Libraries

• Kensal Library • 20 Golborne Rd

• Queen’s Park Library • 666 Harrow Rd



[image: image] Post Offices

• Maida Hill • 377 Harrow Rd

• Portobello Road • 325 Portobello Rd



[image: image] Restaurants

• Lowry and Baker • 339 Portobello Rd

• Made in Brasil • 12 Inverness St

• Thai Rice • 303 Portobello Rd



[image: image] Shopping

• Honest Jon’s • 278 Portobello Rd

• Rellik • 8 Golborne Rd



[image: image] Supermarkets

• Iceland • 512 Harrow Rd

• Miah’s Oriental Foods • 369 Harrow Rd
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Maida Hill


Not as posh as Maida Vale or as cool as Ladbroke Grove, Maida Hill is slightly grubby to the south, not helped by the distinctly unlovely Harrow Road. Things get more upmarket heading north, but the beating heart of the hill can be found Saturdays around Harrow Road’s new market. On one of those rare sunny London days get down to the Union Tavern and grab a canal side table.



[image: image] Post Offices

• Kilburn Park • 29 Malvern Rd



[image: image] Nightlife

• Union Tavern • 45 Woodfield Rd



[image: image] Restaurants

• Mosob • 339 Harrow Rd

• Tsiakkos & Charcoal • 5 Marylands Rd
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Maida Vale


You don’t come to Maida Vale for the nightlife, end of story. Though pretty, canal-side walks are a different matter. Away from ‘Little Venice’ are endless rows of identical-looking Edwardian mansion blocks on peaceful, tree-lined avenues. It’s clean, peaceful, and nice (translation: quite dull). Locals frequent the cafés and eateries around the Maida Vale tube station and on Clifton Road.



[image: image] Coffee

• Starbucks • 168 Randolf Ave
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• Maida Vale Library • Sutherland Ave



[image: image] Nightlife

• The Bridge House • 13 Westbourne Terrace Rd

• The Elgin • 255 Elgin Ave

• Prince Alfred • 5A Formosa St

• The Warwick Castle • 6 Warwick Pl

• The Waterway • 54 Formosa St



[image: image] Restaurants

• Banana Tree • 166 Randolph Ave

• Le Cochonnet • 1 Lauderadale Rd
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Ladbroke Grove / Notting Hill (West)


Look at that Westway and tell us you can’t hear the opening chords of “London Calling.” Maybe Rudie didn’t fail but he moved up and moved out. This is the quiet, leafy Notting Hill of gated gardens away from the Hugh Grant-hungry tourists scouring Portobello Road. Head to Clarendon Cross or Portland Road for food and stuff. Grab a bite at Julie’s or wander down to Holland Park Avenue for organic treats at Jeroboams Deli.



[image: image] Coffee

• Starbucks • 76 Holland Park Ave



[image: image] Nightlife

• Julie’s Restaurant & Champagne Bar • 135 Portland Rd



[image: image] Shopping

• The Cross • 141 Portland Rd

• Daunt Books • 112 Holland Park Ave

• Jeroboams • 96 Holland Park Ave
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Notting Hill Gate


It is hard to believe that until relatively recently this now home of the mega-rich was Kensington’s rough bad-boy slum. Traces of the Gate’s multicultural past are in the wrinkles of the old eccentrics in the Uxbridge Arms, the lively Portobello Market, and the buzz of the summer Carnival. To feel old and bitter, go scowl at skinny jeans-clad teenagers in the Notting Hill Arts Club. Browse the stacks at Rough Trade Records and sit back in leather sofa luxury with a Peroni for a flick at the historic Electric Cinema.



[image: image] Cinemas

• The Electric Cinema • 191 Portobello Rd

• Gate Picturehouse • 87 Notting Hill Gate

• Notting Hill Coronet • 103 Notting Hill Gate



[image: image] Coffee

• Caffe Nero • 113 Westbourne Grove

• Caffe Nero • 53 Notting Hill Gate

• Coffee Plant • 180 Portobello Rd

• Pret A Manger • 65 Notting Hill Gate

• Starbucks • 227 Portobello Rd

• Starbucks • 26 Pembridge Rd



[image: image] Landmarks

• Portobello Road Market • 223 Portobello Rd



[image: image] Libraries

• North Kensington Library • 108 Ladbroke Grove

• Notting Hill Gate Library • 1 Pembridge Sq



[image: image] Nightlife

• Notting Hill Arts Club • 21 Notting Hill Gate

• Sun in Splendour • 7 Portobello Rd

• Trailer Happiness • 177 Portobello Rd

• Uxbridge Arms • 13 Uxbridge St

• Windsor Castle • 114 Campden Hill Rd



[image: image] Post Offices

• Kensington Church St • 190 Kensington Church St

• Ladbroke Grove • 116 Ladbroke Grove



[image: image] Restaurants

• Beach Blanket Babylon • 45 Ledbury Rd

• Cafe Diana • 5 Wellington Terrace

• The Ledbury • 127 Ledbury Rd

• Osteria Basilico • 29 Kensington Park Rd

• Ottolenghi • 63 Ledbury Rd

• The Shed • 122 Palace Gardens Terr

• Taqueria • 139 Westbourne Grove



[image: image] Shopping

• Bodas • 38 Ledbury Rd

• The Grocer on Elgin • 6 Elgin Crescent

• The Hummingbird Bakery • 133 Portobello Rd

• Melt • 59 Ledbury Rd

• Music & Video Exchange • 38 Notting Hill Gate

• Notting Hill Farmers’ Market • Kensington Church St

• Portobello Road Market • Portobello Rd

• R Garcia and Sons • 248 Portobello Rd

• Retro Man • 34 Pembridge Rd

• Retro Woman • 32 Pembridge Rd

• Rough Trade • 130 Talbot Rd
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Bayswater


London’s unofficial ‘Little Beirut’ seems to attract both camera-clad tourists (who have strayed too far from Hyde Park) as well as Londoners (who look for food gems on Westbourne Grove). While the place is bustling, beware of the overpriced, and frankly sh***, tourist traps on Queensway. Alternatively, do it like the Victorians did and get a rub down at Porchester Gate Spa.



[image: image] Coffee

• Arno Coffee • 77 Bishop’s Bridge Rd

• Pret A Manger • 127 Queensway

• Starbucks • 49 Queensway



[image: image] Libraries

• Paddington Library • Porchester Rd



[image: image] Nightlife

• All Star Lanes • Bloomsbury Pl & Southampton Row

• The Cow • 89 Westbourne Park Rd



[image: image] Post Offices

• Queensway • 118 Queensway



[image: image] Restaurants

• Al Waha • 75 Westbourne Grove

• The Cow • 89 Westbourne Park Rd



[image: image] Shopping

• Al Saqi Books • 26 Westbourne Grove

• Planet Organic • 42 Westbourne Grove

• Porchester Gate Spa • Queensway & Porchester Rd



[image: image] Supermarkets

• Sainsbury’s • 88 Westbourne Grove

• Waitrose • 38 Porchester Sq


[image: image]


Map 31
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Paddington


Paddington Bear may not seem so cuddly if he were one of today’s commuters hanging around Paddington Station. This area can seem like zombie land, a mass of tired-looking, harassed faces grabbing food from one of the endless chain eateries. It’s not all bad news though. Evening boredom can be banished by listening to famous war correspondents’ exotic tales over a meal at the Frontline Club. For all other woes solve it with a swift half at The Victoria.



[image: image] Cinemas

• Frontline Club • 13 Norfolk Pl



[image: image] Coffee

• Beany Green • 6 Sheldon Square

• Caffe Nero • 14 Spring St

• Caffe Nero • Paddington Station

• Costa • 254 Edgware Rd

• Markus Coffee Company • 13 Connaught St

• Pret A Manger • 4 Sheldon Sq

• Serpentine Bar & Kitchen • Serpentine Rd



[image: image] Emergency Rooms

• St Mary’s Hospital • Praed St & Winsland St



[image: image] Landmarks

• Paddington Bear Statue • Paddington Station

• Tony Blair’s House • Connaught Sq & Seymour St

• Westway Flyover • Westway



[image: image] Nightlife

• Frontline Club • 13 • Norfolk Pl

• The Victoria • 10 Strathearn Pl



[image: image] Post Offices

• Edgware Rd • 354 Edgware Rd

• Paddington • 4 Praed St



[image: image] Restaurants

• Bonne Bouche • 129 Praed St

• Casa Malevo • 23 Connaught St



[image: image] Supermarkets

• Sainsbury’s • Paddington Station

• Sainsbury’s • 12 Sheldon Sq
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Shepherd’s Bush (West)


Don’t be scared. This part of town won’t bite ... much. Things may look a bit drab, and indeed you wouldn’t want to spend your Friday nights in many of the pubs here, but on Uxbridge Road looks truly can be deceiving. While it’s nothing special from the outside, Esarn Kheaw will blow your head off with authentic Thai green curry and leave you begging for more. Then swoon under the chandeliers to an off-the-radar act at restored dance hall Bush Hall.



[image: image] Nightlife

• Bush Hall • 310 Uxbridge Rd

• White Horse • 31 Uxbridge Rd



[image: image] Restaurants

• Abu Zaad • 29 Uxbridge Rd

• Esarn Kheaw • 314 Uxbridge Rd

• Vine Leaves Taverna • 71 Uxbridge Rd



[image: image] Shopping

• Damas Gate • 81 Uxbridge Rd

• Nut Case • 352 Uxbridge Rd
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Map 7 - Barbican / City Road (South)
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Map 8 - Liverpool Street / Broadgate
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Map 9 - Mayfair / Green Pa
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Map 3 - Fitzrovia
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Map 4 - Bloomsbury (West)
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Map 5 - Bloomsbury (East)
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Map 6 - Clerkenwell
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Map 18 - Tower Hill / Aldgate
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Map 19 - Belgravia
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Map 14 - Holborn / Temple
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Map 15 - Blackfriars / Farringdon
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Map 16 - Square Mile (West)
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Map 17 - Square Mile (East)
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Map 11 - Soho (Central)
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Map 13 - Covent Garden
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Map 29 - Notting Hill Gate
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