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Preface

​ By choosing the title,
“Mistake God Never Made,” it is sure to attract contention from some quarters, but
contention is not my intention. Somebody may be quick to point out
that the title is wrong. Reason? It implies that God can make
mistakes, yet He never makes any—at all! True! I completely agree;
I wouldn’t make a final statement the verdict of which alludes to
an idea that God can make mistakes.

The irony, nevertheless, is that, and that is why I chose the
title, many people supposedly believe in God yet they behave as if
God made a mistake or two. In other words, they lead a life that
clearly demonstrates that God made a mistake in one way or the
other. Even some of the people who would question a title that
seems to imply that God can make a mistake, are themselves behaving
as if God made some mistakes. What I have done by choosing this
title is to put a word to an act and perhaps show how serious it is
to live a contradictory life—believing in God and
denying Him at the same
time—believing in Him by what we say, rejecting Him by what we
do.

Mistake God Never Made is not just
about ‘inconsistent believers,’ it is also challenging the
non-believers who claim that God needed to have done things
differently in order to make His existence irrefutable. God never
made a mistake of making it untenable to know Him personally and
also know His intention and instruction for our life. Everything is
in place to point to a personal God, the Designer and Creator of
the universe and all there is. Everything is in place to know what
He expects from us.

Again, when I use this title, I don’t mean anything more than
the kind of human expression of which the apostle Paul used when he
implied some sort of ‘weakness’ of God. He talked of the
weakness of God being
stronger than man’s strength and that His foolishness is wiser than man’s
wisdom (1 Cor. 1:25).

For those who believe, we know that God is not weak in any
deprived way. If He is weak, then it is a virtuous weakness. For
instance, the Bible says that a contrite heart God will not reject
(Ps. 51:17)—God is so ‘weak’ to resist a contrite heart. There are
some of us who did terrible things that deserved no mercy. But God
cannot turn away a repentant soul. Despite our infirmity and
betrayal of His divine nature in us, He would still allow us in His
presence when we turn from our own ways and accept His pardon. That
He lets us get away with an evil act just for the simple reason
that we have repented, is a divine
weakness of some sort but it is a virtuous
weakness, praise God!

For
people who deny the divinity and supremacy of Christ, it is
important to remember that God didn’t make a mistake to allow
religion to be like a liberal market where religious ideas compete.
This is the fact expressed by Jesus when He said that He is the
Way, the Truth and the Life, that no one comes to the Father except
through Him (John 14:6).

It is my
hope that this book will not only inspire commitment and
consistence in the life of believers, but that it will also
challenge the conscience of the unbeliever; revive the degenerating
spirit of the backslider; make the sceptic answer questions instead
of just asking them; put the evidence in the face of the agnostic
and show the atheist that it is unsustainable to affirm a negative
in the absolute.

Hope you
will have a good reading.






Daniel O.
Ogweno

Skien,
Norway

March,
2013.
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—Chapter 1—

​ NATURE HATES
VACUUM...

... It is Under Instruction to Have it Filled

Nature hates vacuum because vacuum attracts elements to fill
it.











Bottle-Air Relationship

​ According to
the ancient philosopher Aristotle, “Nature abhors a vacuum.”
Something has to fill something to create some form of equilibrium
and homogeneity. Without this, there can never be
stability.

In the
same way, a human soul is like a container. The space in this
container must have something to fill it. Until we get the right
thing to fill it with, we may live a restless life regardless of
how well we think we are doing. The space is like a vacuum which
nature hates. If we fail to choose the right thing with which to
fill it, nature will fill it with anything—because it has to be
filled. There is one thing that is impossible; two that nature
doesn’t allow: Fish cannot live in water and remain dry; air cannot
allow an open space to be unoccupied here on planet
earth.

I want to use an illustration to explain what happens to a
life in its quest to be filled and fulfilled vis-à-vis the things that occupy it.
I want the reader to be actively involved in this. May I suggest an
experimental mood and gear.






A Simple Experiment

​ Try the
following simple experiment:

Step 1:

Take an
“empty” bottle—preferably a transparent one. Make sure the mouth of
the bottle is not too big. You should be able to cover it with your
mouth.

Step 2:

Using
your mouth, suck as much air out of the bottle as you possibly can.
The idea is to remove as much air as possible from the
bottle—tending it into a vacuum.

Step 3:

Try
disengaging your mouth without allowing or blowing air back into
the bottle.

Possible Results:

i) If it
wasn’t for the resistance of the bottle, and depending on the
strength of your sucking, it could cave-in—especially if it is a
plastic bottle.

ii) If
the bottle doesn’t crack, it will not let go your lips. Either you
will have to give something back into it or your mouth will
instantly lose its freedom. The bottle will arrest it.

Conclusion:

Nature
hates vacuum. Something has to be filled with something. If not,
the (atmospheric) pressure exerted by nature will ensure that
something caves, or demands that elements fill it, otherwise it
will make sure that something is arrested and freedom
lost.

I have
met people who claim that they “don’t believe in anything”,
implying, they are “empty vessels”. Nature cannot allow this,
neither can supernatural! It is impossible for a human being not to
believe in anything. We don’t need philosophical reasoning to come
to this conclusion. It is a simple fact, rejectable only by people
living in denial and suffering from psychosis.


Psychologists will tell you that denial is a powerful
delusion, leading to psychosis. Somebody can reach a point where he
is completely sold on a lie because he suppressed the truth and
reality. The Bible also establishes that denial of and resistance
to the truth can be serious enough to make God Himself give up
people to pursue their delusion (Rom. 1:28, 2 Cor.
2:10-12).






Until we get the right thing to fill our soul with, we may
live a restless life regardless of how well we think we are
doing.






Back to
the bottle/air relationship. Air usually fills the bottle without
being “noisy” about its presence. If milk is poured into a
transparent bottle, we would tell that there is something (milk) in
the bottle because we can see it. On the contrary, if the bottle
has only air, we will say that the bottle is “empty”. But this
isn’t true! The truth is that the bottle is full of air. Air
occupies the bottle yet creates the illusion that the bottle is
empty because air in a bottle doesn’t have the quality of
visibility. Though we say that the bottle is empty, nothing can get
into that bottle without air giving up the space.

Just as nature hates vacuum, so it is with human soul. Human
soul hates emptiness. It must believe in and fill itself with
something. This “something” may be like air in a bottle which
doesn’t ‘scream’ about its presence but which you will know its
presence when you attempt to take its place; or this
something can be like
milk in a transparent bottle that people readily see.

People
who don’t believe in Christ will always stretch and push themselves
to the edge in pursuit of something to fill their soul: money;
knowledge; sex; fame; power; job; religion, drugs, name it! They
may crave for these things even if they don’t have access to them.
Unless we give room in our soul for Christ, all these other things
will be like air in our life—that is, the more they fill us, the
emptier we’ll feel and look. Either God fills our soul and we get
fulfilled as a result, or something else “fills” our life without
fulfilling us.

There are people out there (or probably in here) whose life
are filled to the
brim but they are not fulfilled. It is one thing to be
filled, it is another to be fulfilled. One only gets fulfilled if
one is filled with the right stuff. Like food, one can fill one’s
stomach with food, but it matters what kind of food it is. There
are some types of food that will only make people
unhealthy.

Wonder
why some people had all the money; all the fame; all everything,
and still never found meaning in life, some of them even end up
taking their own life! They were full but never
fulfilled.

The
problem is that when we deny Christ a place in our life, the “airs”
of this world wouldn’t need our permission to fill our life; they
will come rushing in with or without our consent.

Another
problem is that when “air” takes the space in our “bottle”, it
gives us the illusion that our bottle is empty. As long as it is
not Christ in our life, our life may be ‘full’ of something, yet
empty.

When we start thinking that we don’t believe in anything, we
must be careful. We may need to go back to the “sincerity
drawing-board”. It is not natural for fish to live in water and yet
claim that it can’t be wet. There is no way a human being can help
believing in something. We were created to believe—it is innate.
Belief is one of the things that make us human. The only question
is: what do you believe?

Most sceptics are jittery about the tag ‘belief.’ The reason
is that the latter has religious overtone. So, they claim that
because they are not religious, they cannot identify with anything
that calls for belief. But wait a minute...! Is this really so?
Take for example someone who claims to be an evolutionist: Which,
honestly, is harder to believe? Christianity asks us to believe a
historical fact—Christ was personally on this planet less than
a MILLION DAYS ago; something that can be ascertained by the verdict of
history (see chapter 6). Evolution asks us to ‘believe’ what
happened BILLIONS of YEARS ago.
Christian faith rests on a historical fact of resurrection; an
evolutionist’s ‘faith’ rests on pre-historic problematic
imaginations and speculations. In fact, an evolutionist is ‘more of
a believer’ than a Christian. It takes ‘more faith’ to believe in
evolution than it does to believe in Christianity.






It is one thing to be filled, it is another to be fulfilled.
One only gets fulfilled if one is filled with the right
stuff.







Christianity may not answer all the existential enquiries
there are, but there is enough revelation and ‘evidence’, including
intuition itself that provide enough basis for belief in God. The
Bible itself tells us that there are some secret things that belong
only to God, but that there are things which are forever revealed
to mankind upon which we can obey God (Deut. 29:29).


Certainly, the non-believer has more tough questions to deal
with than the questions he fields to the believer. The burden of
proof weighs heavily on the non-believer’s side.






Questions to ponder:

1. Is there something you feel will fulfil your life if you
get it?

2. Is there something you craved for but after getting you
didn’t feel like “you have reached?”

3. Do you consider your life to have a purpose? What are you
doing to ensure that you fulfil and be fulfilled by this
purpose?

4. Have you observed in the lives of others who were
supposedly “successful” but don’t seem to be fulfilled in life?
What does this tell you about the cravings and pursuits of things
other than God?
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—Chapter 2—

​ WHEN GOD WAS
OBVIOUS ...

... Someone Still Chose to be Curious Enough to be
Mutinous

The devil wants to ‘bury’ God in the masses of time. That is
why evolutionists tell you about billions of years ago so that you
have no chance to verify the claims. But even those billions of
years cannot ‘bury’ God because He transcends time.



The Genesis of Hide and Seek

​ In the beginning, it didn’t even need faith to believe in God.
Adam and Eve had a sweet fellowship with Him. The devil himself
could not even try to talk them out of God’s existence. Simply put,
it was ridiculously nugatory to say: God
doesn’t exist!

So, mankind’s problem with God started with
disobedience prompted by
the serpent—may I repeat: disobedience! At the prompting of the
serpent, Adam and Eve simply chose to disobey what God had
instructed them. Their sin could have been mitigated by the fact
that they never directly intended to ‘hurt’ God, moreover,
they ate just a fruit—not a big deal of a sin anyway, or was it?

The weight of the sin Adam and Eve committed is not measured
by the value and substance of what they ate, it was measured
rather, by what their eating represented—disobedience. Was it really a big
deal eating just a
fruit?

At one time, my son (he must have been 5 or 6 years then) was
playing with a packet of milk. Being open, I knew it was just a
question of time before he spilt the milk. I warned him multiple
times but he never stopped. As expected, he finally spilt the milk.
I impulsively shouted at the small boy: “What did I tell you?” In
response, my wife commented: “It is just milk, you don’t need to make a
big deal out of it!” That really got me annoyed. It was not the
value nor my love for milk (I love milk by the way) that got me
upset. It was rather that I had warned the boy several times and he
ignored me.

It was Adam and Eve’s yielding to the one who was out to
sabotage their heritage that made their sin a big deal. Their
eating was a mark of rebellion—and rebellion, the Bible says, is
like the sin of divination (1 Samuel 15:23). Whether one disobeys
in small or big matter is not the issue—the issue is
disobedience.

Disobedience against God is a serious thing. The serpent
aroused their curiosity and seduced their sensuality—they fell for
it. The woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to
the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom (Gen. 3:6). Adam and
Eve never seemed to have given a careful thought to the
repercussions of eating the forbidden fruit, or perhaps they
downplayed it. What did it mean
to die anyway—nobody had died before?

There
are a number of things that God created in man that are instinct.
Although they had never experienced death before, Adam and Eve must
have understood the warning—that death was something terrible and
needed to be avoided at all cost. I doubt if they engaged a careful
and long thought over the matter because if they did, they could
have understood that death was not something they could live
with.

The
compulsion to yield to the diabolic seduction which manipulated
their sensuality and nudged their curiosity was urgent enough to
take the best of them. If only they resisted the urge and instead
remembered to pledge their loyalty to God, the compulsive curiosity
would have faded in the face of the imminent repercussions of
disobedience. They only needed to take time and think through what
the serpent was telling them against the warning they had been
given.

Even
today, many people fall for various deceptions because they don’t
take time to think long and hard, honestly and soberly weighing the
prescribed consequences. God never made a mistake of not
in-building awareness of the pain mankind would go through if they
chose to go against His instructions. Any sober deliberation with
self or with others will make a person relive the awareness of the
frightening consequences of disobedience.

After
the disobedient act, the first couple started the game of hiding
from God. Initially, they must have been looking forward to God’s
visitation. Not anymore after their disobedience! How they wished
that He didn’t turn up! How they could live ‘happily’ if they could
erase God from their conscience! This, however, was not
possible.

If only
they could wish Him away—that He was but a figment of their
imagination! This, too, was not possible—God was (is) real. The
only thing they could do was to attempt an ‘escape’ from
Him.


The weight of the sin Adam and Eve committed is not measured
by the value and substance of what they ate, it was rather,
measured by what their eating represented—disobedience.


When God was obvious, man tried to hide from Him; when God
then decided to keep away, man started looking for Him because he
(man) cannot live without Him—looking for Him with the questions he
asks; wishes he wishes and thoughts he thinks. He looks for Him in
religion; looks for Him by trying to imagine how He ought to
respond to his quests; looking for Him by accusing Him of
aloofness; looking for Him by pointing out what He hasn’t done but
ought to have done, etc.

The
result of man’s search for God has yielded three groups:

i) Those who ‘find’ Him in religion.

These people settle for the ‘false’ solace that religion
provides. It is not man to find God, it is God to find man. Sin put
an infinite distance between God and man; man has no chance at all
to reach God. Man broke his relationship with God through
rebellion; he wants to
get back to God through religion.

ii) Those who ‘lose’ Him in rebellion.

These
people then settle for the ‘false’ repose that God doesn’t exist.
This is the worst form of denial and escapism. It started with
rebellion, it continues with the same. It doesn’t matter how big
something is, without light, you cannot see it. People who run from
Christ are running from the light. There is not much they can see
because they are in darkness.

iii) Those who yield to Christ’s reconciliation.

This is
the group that ‘allows’ God to find them by Christ. They are
therefore reconciled to God at His own initiative and terms—Christ
being the Agent of Regeneration, leading to reconciliation. Here,
it is not religion that defines the strength and the terms of the
bond, instead, God Himself establishes a relationship with them—a
family relationship (John 1:12); a covenant relationship. People
‘let’ God find them when they don’t hide from the light of
God.

After
the fall, Adam and Eve had started on the right footing when they
‘allowed’ God to ‘find’ them (remember that Adam talked back to God
telling Him that they were hiding). They, however, failed when
asked why they ate the fruit. Instead of repenting, they started
the blame game. Remember that the first blame was apportioned to
God: “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from
the tree…” (Gen. 3:12). Blaming God still persists, but the story
of Adam and Even should teach us that God never made a mistake to
warrant that any blame we apportion Him would mitigate our
rebellion.


It is Impossible to Hide from God

​
Despite my busy-ness, my daughter, Baraka, usually
forces me to take a break from what I am doing so that we can play.
It started when she was about 4 years; now she is 8 and we still
play. One of her favourites is hide-and-seek.

More
often, I hide in a way that makes it easy for her to find me. I
enjoy the joy and excitement she expresses when she ‘finds me.’
Once in a while though, just for a change, I hide ‘seriously’. When
I do this, it isn’t easy for her to find me. That was my hiding.
What about hers?

It has
never been difficult ‘finding’ Baraka. In her innocence, she knows
that whenever Papa calls, she has to respond. Usually, after she
has hidden, I would go around calling: “Barakaaa,
whereeee—areee—youuuuu?” She would quickly respond to my calls and
say: “I am—hereee!” I would then go straight to where she is
‘hiding’ and ‘find’ her.

At one time, her mother (my wife), amused at how the girl was
giving herself away, gave her tips on ‘how
to keep one’s hiding place secret’: “You
are supposed to be hiding, so you must make sure that you don’t
reveal where you are. You are not supposed to respond to your dad
when he calls!” That didn’t help! Any time I called, Baraka would
respond as a matter of impulse. My daughter just doesn’t know how
to be silent when I call her. Despite revealing her hiding place,
we still enjoy ourselves.

This
reminds me of another ‘hide-and-seek’ game—one that traces the
origin of the ‘play’. It also involved a child and his Father. I
have already alluded to it above.

Have you
ever wondered why hide-and-seek is such a popular play with kids?
It was the first game human beings attempted to play with their
Father, not long after they came into existence.

One of the definitions of ‘play’ is, “Fool around.” Was it not fooling
around trying to hide from God? It is the story of Adam and God.
The Father had given the ‘child’ some instructions which the
‘child’ defied when he was prompted by an enemy do so. Not in a
position to face the Father after his mischief, Adam decided to
hide.

The
Father came around, calling: “Adam, where are you?” Without
hesitation, Adam responded. He was supposed to be hiding, but by
talking back to God, he had just ‘revealed’ where he was. He
‘helped’ the Father find him ‘effortlessly.’

Today,
‘children’ are still ‘hiding’ from the Father. And they do so in
the following contradictive and paradoxical ways:

i)
Hiding in the Garden of Eden—God’s garden. How about people who
hide in the church—the very place that should define the presence
of God?

ii) Not
only is the Garden of Eden a place where God visited quite often,
it was His, leased to man under some terms. What about today? The
Church belongs to God, yet, that is exactly where some people come
to hide because they want a cover for their lifestyle of sin. When
those people shout: preaching and singing, aren’t they calling
God’s attention to where they are ‘hiding’? (Amos
5:21-24).

iii) If
we cannot fear God enough to help us shun sin, why would we fear
man enough to make us run into ‘God’s backyard’ to hide our sin
from man? Even if we were to run away from Him, we know very well
that we cannot hide from Him, yet we run to Him to hide our sin
from Him. What a fooling around! (Psalm 139:7-12).

May we
not ‘waste’ time thinking that we can ‘successfully’ hide from
God.

“Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything
is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must
give account”.

—Hebrews 4:13 (NIV).


Adam and
Eve had attempted to hide from God, but God never made a mistake of
allowing man to think that he can ‘successfully’ hide from Him.
This may explain why Adam still spoke back to God when He asked
Adam where they were. It is ironical that Adam and his wife who
were supposed to be hiding spoke back to God when He called them
out. Somebody hiding would not want to give himself away by talking
back to the person looking for him.


The serpent aroused their curiosity and seduced their
sensuality—they fell for it.


Though
he was hiding, Adam knew that his hiding could not take him out of
God’s reach—but he still hid all the same. Today, the so-called
atheists know that God exists—but they still deny His existence all
the same. They are simply living in denial, having lulled
themselves into a deep stupor. They will not be surprised when they
finally meet God on the judgment day. The ‘hiding-Adam’ was not
surprised that God knew what he wanted to hide.

It is a
logical fallacy to affirm a negative in the absolute. One needs to
have an infinite knowledge to affirm a negative in the absolute—no
one except God is infinite. The so-called atheist cannot be right
in calling himself ‘atheist’. We read in the Scripture:

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the
godlessness and wickedness of people, who
suppress the truth by their wickedness,
since what may be known about God is plain
to them, because God has made it plain to
them. For since the creation of the world God’s invisible
qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly
seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are
without excuse.

For although they knew
God, they neither glorified him as God nor
gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their
foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise,
they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for
images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals
and reptiles.

“Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their
hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with
one another. They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and
worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is
forever praised. Amen.”

—Romans 1:18-25 (NIV).


God did
not make a mistake of allowing some people to completely have no
intuition about His presence. First, we ‘know’ God by intuition,
then by information. They better get ready with their answers, but
soon they will stand before God. The bad news for them, however, is
that there has never been; there isn’t, and there never will be any
valid answer to invalidate God. The Bible declares that they have
no excuse. The answers and blame games they may engage will not
help them. May the reader not make a mistake of ignoring God’s
pardon through Christ. The stakes are too high for a
gamble.

If there
is a ‘genuine atheist’ out there, that is, one who sincerely
believes that he is an atheist for real, it is because God has
given him over to believe a lie after having rejected the truth—by
choice. There are basically two reasons why people reject
God:

i) God
hasn’t done what they want Him to do, how they want it done—but God
does not answer to anyone (Job 38);

ii) God
is stopping them from doing what they want to do; how they want to
do it. These are people who want to indulge in unbridled
sensualities.

Prophet
Jonah attempted to run away from God. This is another irony just
like Adam and Eve trying to hide from God. Jonah, being a prophet
of God, ought to have at least understood some of the basic
attributes of God—attributes like His omnipresence. What made Jonah
think that God was not in Tarshish so that if he escaped there he
shall have gone away from the presence of God? (See Jonah
1:1-3).

Reading
Jonah chapter 2 shows that Jonah was well aware of the attributes
of God. He is a man who knew that God would hear him even in the
belly of a fish (see Psalm 139:7-9). He said: “From deep in the
realm of the dead I called for help, and you listened to my cry”
(Jonah 2:2 NIV). He even reprimanded those who observe lying
vanities thereby forsaking their own mercy (2:8). It is amazing how
people who disobey or rebel against God would attempt to do strange
things—things that are not only impossible but also ridiculously
absurd, for example, how can someone think that he can hide from
God? And why do people behave as if they are scared of men while
they don’t seem to care that God is seeing them?

We see
intellectual people doing strange things simply because they have
rejected God. Mark Twain’s observation: “It ain’t those parts of
the Bible that I can’t understand that bother me, it is the parts
that I do understand,” represent the position of many people. The
part of the Bible that spells the requirements and conditions of
getting reconciliation with God is plain to everybody. To the
carnal mind, its simplicity qualifies it to be foolishness. This
simplicity, however, has spared us from the vanity of delving into
the complexity and impossibility of fathoming the infinity—aren’t
we glad that it is so simple?


It is Impossible to ‘Find’ God

​
After the fall of man, it is impossible for him to
find God on his own initiative. He may engage in activities that
look like he is searching for God, or trying to make up for his
sin, but all this cannot make him find God. This is why man’s
search for God can only result in either religion (at best) or
rebellion (at worst).

When sin
entered man, the only thing he could do was to hide from God. It is
God’s initiative to look for man and instigate a way of
reconciliation. It is still the same today. The sinning man who
doesn’t want to repent will always ‘hide’ from God. When Jesus
‘exposed’ the hypocrite Pharisees who had wanted to stone a woman
caught in adultery, Jesus, being God, they couldn’t face Him. While
Jesus bowed down, they all sneaked away—didn’t they by this act
hide from Him? The woman who had been accused was not pardoned
based on her initiative; it was Christ’s (John 8:3-11).

The god
that people ‘find’ through religion is that which they make in
their own image. They work hard to impress and manipulate him, not
knowing that the works of religion are irrelevant. Works would only
be relevant when they are preceded by accepting God’s offer of
salvation through Christ.

A group of people had asked Jesus what they needed to do, that
they might work the works of God. Jesus answered and told them that
the work of God is
to believe on Him whom He sent (John 6:28-29). The entry point is
Jesus, the other things come afterwards.

Jesus
came to find man because man couldn’t find God on his own accord,
unless of course he comes up with a god. There is no need for man
to search because God has availed Himself through the Word of faith
that He has put in man’s heart.

“…
Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into
heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) Or, Who shall
descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the
dead.) But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth,
and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; That
if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved.”

—Romans 10:6-9.


​
Who Should Be On the Receiving End?

Who really should ask the questions—the believer or the
non-believer? There is a lie that the devil has sold and it has
been bought even by believers. And this is the lie:
That the sceptics have the questions, and
Christians have the answers. The reason a
lie can sell easily is when it is a half-truth. Of course,
Christians have fundamental answers but this is not to suggest that
they are the ones who are cornered and must answer themselves out
of that corner. It also doesn’t mean that Christians
must answer to anything;
neither does it mean that they have ALL the answers. As I have indicated
above, there are some secret things that we may not know—and this
is not a problem because they don’t stand in the way of belief.
What has been revealed is enough to help us reconcile with the
Heavenly Father and secure our eternal heritage. It is important to
emphasise that Christians have questions just as they have
answers.

It is
also imperative to note that believers are believers not because
all their questions are answered. They are believers because they
are destined to give answers but when they do this, they
acknowledge that they will not have anything to show for their
position when their answers are questioned. Levelheadedness demands
that just as we expect our questions to be answered, we also have
to expect our answers to be questioned.

I have
come to learn that the majority of non-believers are good at asking
questions but poor in listening to the answers. They ask one
question, and before you give the answer, they are itching to ask
the next. Most of them don’t ask questions because they are
genuinely seeking enlightenment. Instead, they ask questions to
defend their position; justify their rebellion and gratify their
perception. They are therefore not interested in the answer after
all—they are actually afraid of it because it would ‘destabilizes’
them. However good your answer is, it may not help them because
they are not looking for help. As one interacts with a
non-believer, one will know if he is a genuine seeker or one who
has made up his mind never to believe.

There is
nothing as futile as trying to lay down facts before a malicious
sceptic (see chapter 4). Whenever they posed a question to Christ,
it was either to trap or try Him. Christ would throw back the
question at them. A non-believer who is not genuinely seeking to
know, should be the one to answer some questions.

I once
had a discussion with a non-believer who seemed to have had a
catalogue of questions. By God’s grace, I answered his questions
enough for him to concede that the answers made sense. I thought he
was helped until one day I found him in a heated discussion with
some other Christians. He was asking the same questions I thought
we had settled. Did he forget the answers I had earlier given him
or he just wanted to be entertained by seeing how these people
would answer those questions? I realised that it was not the
answers he was seeking. A good answer will only help a sincere
truth-seeker. It is for this reason that I think it may ‘help’ if
the non-believer’s questions are questioned rather than answered.
God never made a mistake of allowing any human being to think of a
question that makes the latter get a valid excuse not to believe in
God. The Word of God declares that no one has an excuse not to
believe. This is why the wrath of God awaits the
unbelieving.

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in
unrighteousness; Because that which may be known of God is manifest
in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things
of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and
Godhead; so that they are without excuse: Because that, when they
knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became
fools.”

—Romans 1:18-22.

King
David also expressed the evidence of God’s existence as
follows:

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the
work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night
after night they reveal knowledge. They have no speech, they use no
words; no sound is heard from them. Yet their voice goes out into
all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.”

—Psalms 19:1-4 (NIV).

Good arguments to explain God away will not mitigate man’s
rebellion against Him. After we are born into this world, we grow
to appreciate design that the universe and its content is. There
are landmarks and trails left behind so that when we behold them,
we get an inner witness that Someone had been here before us.


“It ain’t those parts of the Bible that I can’t understand
that bother me, it is the parts that I do understand”

—Mark Twain.


God has established Himself both from within man and from
without him. The design that the universe is, is an outside
evidence, while the conscience and natural law attests to His
presence from within. This is why even the people that didn’t have
any formally-organised religion will still be judged by God based
on how they kept the natural
law—the law of the conscience.

“All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the
law, and all who sin under the law will be judged by the law. For
it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight,
but it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous.
(Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law,
do by nature things required by the
law, they are a law for themselves, even
though they do not have the law. They show that the
requirements of the law are written on their
hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts sometimes accusing them and at other
times even defending them). This will take place on the day when
God judges people’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel
declares.”

—Romans 2:12-16.

It is
impossible to successfully divorce God from our conscience. To the
extent that someone claims that he has no idea about God’s
existence or outrightly declares His non-existence, to that extent
the person proves his insincerity and rebellion. The apostle Paul,
debating the Athenians, even quoted ‘pagan’ Greek philosophers and
poets on the subject of God’s existence in Acts 17:28.

“For in
him we live, and move, and have our being” (from the Cretan
philosopher Epimenides). He also reminded them: “Certain of your
own poets have said, ‘For we are also his offspring’”(from the
Cilician Stoic philosopher Aratus).

Paul had noted, “For as I passed by, and beheld your
devotions, I found an altar with this inscription,
TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom
therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you” (Acts
17:23). When he charged them: “In the past God overlooked such
ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent”
(Acts 17:30), it was not ignorance about God’s existence but
ignorance of WHO this God Is.

The Athenians’ problem was idols—physical ones. The problem of
people who deny God’s existence and those who believe He exists but
don’t want to commit to follow Him are idols. God had indicated in the Old
Testament that He was going to establish a New Covenant. In this
New Covenant, He would transfer His laws from the scroll into man’s
heart (Jer. 31:33). In the same way, Satan has countered this by
also transferring his idols into man’s heart. In the modern
generation, there is a diminishing enthusiasm in erecting physical
idols. But one would be wrong to think that idols have been packed
in the annals of history. More dangerous forms of idols have
invaded mankind—those that abide in the heart. People who reject
God have some idols in their heart. Anything that takes God’s place
in our heart is an idol.

In The
Message (The Bible in Contemporary Language), Eugene H. Peterson
begins the introduction to the book of Genesis as
follows:

“First,
God. God is the subject of life. God is foundational for living. If
we don’t have a sense of the primacy of God, we will never get it
right, get life right, get our lives right. Not God at the margins;
not God as an option; not God on the weekends. God at center and
circumference; God first and last; God, God, God.”


Divine Grammar

​ Dean
Ohlman, writing for Soul Journey devotional had an interesting
illustration showing how life would be incomplete without God—in
fact, there won’t be any life at all. In what he called “Divine
Grammar” (Wednesday 5th January 2005—Soul Journey, Scripture
reading: John 1:1-12), he explains that a sentence is typically
made up of two parts: the subject and the predicate. That
basically, the subject is the main thing while the predicate
relates something about the subject—what it is or does. He asked us
to imagine a situation where one communicates only with predicates.
He noted that sentences would sound something like this:

• …
painted some of the world’s great
portraits;

• …
is beautiful;

• …
threw the stone 50 meters.


He noted
that using sentences like the above is like you’ve been given the
ends with no beginnings—or knowing effects without knowing their
causes.

He
explained also that through what we know, we would at least be able
to get hints about what we don’t know. That’s a lot like our human
existence—we are a predicate of a Subject.

Ohlman
explains that Nicolai Berdyaev, an Orthodox philosopher, pointed
this out in reference to theories about human existence proposed by
evolutionists. Berdyaev believed they made a critical mistake in
assuming that the material world is all there is; that this
compelled them to develop theories about the origin of life as
though the effect is all that exists. In other words, they assumed
that predicates made up all of reality. They ignored what’s
obvious—namely, predicates are meaningless without subjects.
Berdyaev noted that the existence of the “Subject” is something we
should know instinctively. Moreover, the existence of the
“predicate” necessitates the existence of a “Subject”—the latter
gives meaning to everything we experience. This is the basis for
which the apostle Paul declares: “What may be known about God is
plain to [people], because God has made it plain to them” (Romans
1:19).


The Diskette is Full, Release Space

​ I
remember those days when we used diskette as data storage device.
Their capacity was not as big as the devices we use today. Most of
them were 1.44mb. This means that they would fill up very fast.
More often as one tries to save something in the diskette, one
would get a message: The diskette is full,
release space and then try again. Releasing
space meant that one had to delete some information from the
diskette in order to create room.

Most
people who deny God cannot let Him in because their life is full of
something that God would displace. When you point at an ‘evidence’
of God’s existence, it will not get into them because there is no
space—the space is filled up with what they ‘worship’. Therefore,
it is not the absence of evidence that is the problem here, it is
the ‘lack of space’ for the evidence.

Many
people have tried to know and understand God through human
reasoning. Why bother with this when God Himself declared that He
chose the foolish things of this world in order to save those who
believe.

For the
message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is
written: ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence
of the intelligent I will frustrate.’

“Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law?
Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of the world? For since in the wisdom of God the world
through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the
foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. Jews
demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ
crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,
but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is
wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than
human strength.”

—1 Corinthians 1:18-25 (NIV).


Elsewhere
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