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    PREFACE



    We all know life can be unpredictable, but I did not envision a fifth tome from yours truly. Truth be told, I believed Bet You Didn’t See That One Coming would be my last literary effort. Four books and hundreds of book signings over the past eight years had grown a bit stale. I had simply experienced enough of the hustling and travel that is a fact of life for any author interested in hawking his wares.


    But the life, times, successes, and tribulations of Donald J. Trump are far too interesting to leave alone. His focus on dominating the daily news cycle was truly unique. Few pundits thought such dominance possible, even for a president of the United States. Yet, the commentators got it wrong, just the way they had since the very moment Donald J. and Melania Trump descended that escalator at Trump Tower on June 16, 2015. Early morning tweets in (prompt) response to detractors of all stripes or simply seeking to promote presidential initiatives constituted “never miss” fodder for the Trump-loving and Trump-hating media. Both pro and con pundits were compelled to cover and comment on the latest from Mr. Trump, thereby doing precisely what he wanted them to do. That he reportedly watched the fruits of his labor on the cable news networks is yet one more indication that this president brought a truly unique approach to the job.


    Most Americans followed along for the daily ride. They just couldn’t help themselves—and it sure beat late night replays of Sports Center!

  


  
    INTRODUCTION: HOW WE GOT HERE: A BRIEF REVIEW



    A proposed superhighway to an Americanized version of socialism-lite was put in place by the Obama administration from 2008 until the latter part of 2016, at which point a johnny-come-lately edition of a progressive successor was scheduled to complete the transformation. The presumed “fact” that Hillary Clinton would become the first female president only added to the anticipation. But the celebrity reality show host Donald Trump would appear out of nowhere and spoil the party. Seemed flyover America had a belly full of resentment, contrary to popular belief on both coasts and within the mainstream media. That Mr. Trump would campaign and govern as the second coming of Ronald Reagan (for the most part) added insult to injury—but also may have changed the tone, tenor, and expectations that go hand-in-hand with the country’s highest office. Alas, a grievance-filled “Resistance” immediately formed. A frustrated media joined the fray. For these groups, “Trump the President” was unacceptable. He was counterfeit. He could not last. He lacked discipline, intellect, and preparation. His preferred method of communication was Twitter. After all, who (other than he) would conduct government by…tweet? Who (other than he) would so disrespect the long-tenured establishments of both parties? Who (other than he) would duly circumvent the self-appointed gods of our cultural and political values? In response, establishment types from both major parties would spend the next four years (including only the third and fourth presidential impeachments in U.S. history) attempting to convince us that he simply was not up for the job. Mostly, though, he was not sociologically correct.


    Perhaps this last charge best sums up the Left’s problem with our 45th president. They (approximately half of the country) saw an “imposter” (Nancy Pelosi’s term) with incredibly rough edges who had the temerity to highjack a political party—and then the country. But the other half saw a renegade dealmaker and unapologetic patriot intent on restoring America’s mojo—getting America to win again—while restoring the notion that we should want to win again!


    The Trump presidency will produce volumes of critical histories. Such is the byproduct of an unanticipated political force and the historic movement it generated. But how best to chronicle this president and his highly successful, yet hyper-polarizing presence on the national stage?


    My answer, as set out in this book, is to first set the scene for the most important chapters of the Trump era—and then follow with my most relevant, contemporaneous columns from the time period.


    Of course, the administration of Donald J. Trump is so chock-full of newsworthy events that picking the most important ones is no easy task. But it is within the following columns that the reader will (hopefully) come to better understand the life and times of Donald J. Trump. These, then, are my most critiqued (and sometimes controversial) opinion pieces, written for those forever attempting to figure out the ways, means, and ends of our 45th president and his merry band of disruptors. I hope you enjoy reading about this most consequential time in America’s history as much as I did writing about it.

  


  
    CHAPTER 1



    Out of the Box



    The first two years of the Trump presidency did not disappoint. How could it be otherwise? It was “The Donald” 24/7 per his above-described master plan. “Good” days and “bad” days were often conflated, as well-delivered, Reaganesque speeches were followed by missed high fastballs (Charlottesville); as serious policy pronouncements competed with Twitter wars waged against the likes of Rosie O’Donnell and The Pope. Supporters and detractors could agree on only one thing: the Trump era was never boring—its central character would never stand for it.


    The most startling (and disquieting) news for those of the “Never Trump” ilk was the “new” Donald J. Trump. The former apolitical casino magnate, celebrity host, and supporter of New York Democrats would campaign and govern as an economic and cultural conservative. Indeed, the Right watched with amazement (and glee) as Obama-era regulations were quickly shelved, historic tax cuts passed, originalist judges confirmed, and the American military unleashed on a rapidly dwindling terrorist caliphate. Uncle Sam’s withdrawal from the Paris Climate Agreement, Iranian Nuclear Deal, and Trans-Pacific Partnership signaled a new era of American unilateralism. Even more incredible to some—a pro-charter school, pro-life, pro-gun president actively solicited support from cultural conservatives—and received it. In the end, many of the original dyed-in-the-wool “NeverTrumpers” joined the Trump Train, notwithstanding their continued discomfort with their guy’s sometimes cringeworthy, deeply personal style. Still, conservative successes produced a backlash, especially with the specter of a Special Counsel’s investigation hanging over a highly ideological administration intent on challenging so many of Washington, D.C.’s most cherished assumptions.


    Let’s Make a (New) Deal



    Washington Examiner


    January 24, 2017


    Campaign 2016 will generate years of scholarly analysis, as most expert pundits missed their mark by a wide margin. Few foresaw the advent of a Trump “movement,” the long-rumored but never quite completed realignment of the white working class, or the stunning demise of the vaulted Clinton Money Machine. This race was more a WWE grudge match than a political campaign—no surprise to millions of wrestling fans who watched the future president of the United States forcibly shave the head of Vince McMahon at Wrestlemania 23.


    But “leader of the free world” is not a scripted production. The Oval Office now replaces the rectangular ring. Here, the challenges are quite real. And the bad guys enter not with masks and chairs but with cyberattacks and ballistic missiles.


    On the domestic front, the novice politician/businessman faces a difficult yet opportunity-laden challenge: how to marry traditional Republican philosophy (and constituencies) with the non-traditional views of the Trump coalition—and sustain the marriage in the face of a media and cultural elite fully invested in its failure.


    The upside lies in a rare opportunity to jumpstart an economy suffering from slow growth and working-class distress—much of it directly related to our overly complex tax code. Both parties recognize 73,954 pages of federal tax law act as a serious drag on economic growth. That it includes a world record high corporate tax rate of 35 percent makes matters worse. Even Mr. Obama recognized the halting impact of such a high business rate—but refused to do anything about it unless the GOP Congress went along with new social spending. No relief for either side was the unsurprising result.


    But minority status tends to sharpen one’s focus.


    Congressional Democrats could choose to participate by exchanging demands for more social spending with another Democratic priority—infrastructure spending. Interestingly, such a strategy may not be a killer for Republicans who have real infrastructure needs at home. The GOP view would not be a function of a Keynesian predicate, however: A low unemployment environment and the recent memory of Obama’s failed $1.2 trillion stimulus (with all those not quite “shovel ready” projects) is not a formula for GOP enthusiasm, but rather, a realization that aging roads, bridges, tunnels, and airports require periodic repairs and upgrades.


    Another potential element concerns a bipartisan desire to “bring the dollars home.” Approximately $2.1 trillion in corporate profits is presently parked off-shore. Numerous high-profile corporate inversions have in turn occurred—to the detriment of the U.S. Treasury. The Obama administration’s delusory response was to activate the Treasury’s regulatory power to punish rather than work with congressional Republicans to fix the problem.


    A business savvy Trump administration possesses the wherewithal (and votes) to bring it all together: real reform with fewer brackets and preferences; infrastructure revitalization that meets cost-benefit analysis; a lower corporate tax rate; and a tax holiday whereby repatriated profits would be subject to a reduced rate.


    The last comprehensive tax overhaul occurred in 1986 wherein a conservative president, Ronald Reagan, struck a historic deal with the liberal Speaker Tip O’Neil. Senior players such as Jim Baker, Jack Kemp, and Dan Rostenkowski kept the bill on track—especially when the “losing” economic players to the deal screamed bloody murder. Today’s political landscape is more complicated. Partisanship is front and center at all times. And social media makes discreet negotiations far more difficult to conduct. One thing has not changed, however: strong presidential leadership is essential to getting to “yes.” It’s all about the art of the deal—so to speak.


    The proliferation of safe House seats on both sides of the aisle has given rise to a hyper-partisan Capitol Hill. Today, any enthusiasm to negotiate with the other side is muted by the likelihood of provoking a primary challenge for the offense of “weakness,” “softness,” or (on the GOP side) “RINO-ness.” Accordingly, big ticket items tend to get accomplished only when the same party controls the House, Senate, and presidency.


    With said monopoly power only guaranteed for the next two years, Republican power players would be wise to make its likely once-in-a-generation big ticket deal as balanced, impactful, and bipartisan as possible.


    Recent experience is instructive. A Democratic wave propelled Barack Obama into the presidency and Democrats into control of both Houses of Congress in 2008. Two big ticket—but poorly produced—bills were shoved through a deeply divided Congress: the aforementioned stimulus (0 GOP House votes, 3 Senate) and the unnatural disaster popularly known as “Obamacare” (0 GOP votes in either House or Senate).


    The respective failure of each initiative contributed mightily to the Republican romp of 2010—and to a realignment that has cost Democrats 63 House seats, 10 Senate seats, and 900 state legislative seats over the last six years.


    Moral of the story: big ticket things can get accomplished under monopoly control, but better things get done (and last longer) when there is buy-in from the other side of the aisle.


    From Transformation to Displacement



    Washington Examiner


    February 2, 2017


    The unhinged post-election behavior of America’s progressives and their media enablers proceeds unabated. Seems the angry reactions of so many cable news pundits during the evening hours of November 8, 2016, have metastasized into daily (if not hourly) attacks on everything Donald J. Trump.


    A number of explanations are self-evident. First, the surprising loss of the woman who was pre-ordained to break the proverbial glass ceiling at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. Little did the Democratic Left anticipate that nearly half of America’s female voters would prefer the alleged rogue billionaire with the supermodel (third) wife. Second, both party establishments have been shocked by the animus directed to their respective throats by the self-proclaimed leader of a populist “movement.” Mr. Trump’s inaugural address only added fuel to this antagonistic attitude toward Washington’s powers that be. An enthusiasm for confrontation and very public willingness to indulge petty grievances adds to the list of Trump offenses.


    OK, you say, all this is easy to understand. But there must be some other factor—some compelling explanation for the historic inaugural boycotts and unrelenting personal attacks. And you are correct.


    Left under-analyzed by the breathless reports of angry millennials and large protest marches is a sense of displacement—not a word you see every day, but nevertheless the appropriate adjective to explain such unrelenting angst.


    Websters defines “displace” as “to move from its usual place.” The usual place herein is the recently concluded Obama era, a wonderfully progressive time wherein an unapologetically progressive president did all kinds of progressive things to change our cultural and economic values—to “transform” us into the Western European style welfare state Mr. Obama and his acolytes envisioned eight years ago.


    And so America moved in the desired direction—which was scheduled to be followed by eight additional years of the same from the newly minted progressive Hillary Clinton. Sixteen years of this “usual place” would have indeed changed America forever.


    But a bolt of lightning out of nowhere in the form of Donald J. Trump ended the experiment in the blink of an eye. Suddenly, the progressives’ new age agenda was out—replaced by something very different. To wit:


    The Obama administration’s decision to protect “dreamer” parents through (what the Supreme Court ultimately decided was an unconstitutional) executive order was one step, as was the rapid expansion of the illegal immigrant safe havens better known as sanctuary cities. All this was in turn supposed to lead to the ultimate relaxation of our immigration system itself—the so-called “open borders” resolution. Alas, Mr. Trump’s proposed wall, strengthened vetting procedures, and opposition to sanctuary jurisdictions have stopped this utopian vision cold.


    Recall Obama’s final fastball at Bibi Netanyahu’s head in the form of a U.N. step aside so that the world’s Israel haters could have at it one more time over the issue of West Bank housing developments. Of course, progressives applauded the unprecedented move. But even the best laid plans can go awry. Trump’s unabashed pro-Israel views will end talk of a (forced) two or three state solution. Further, America will once again step forward as Israel’s most reliable ally in a world body full of anti-Semitic Jewish state haters. Note that our Sunni allies are no doubt pleased with this dramatic change of direction. Their quiet accommodation with Israel against ISIS and Shiite Iran will be strengthened under Trump’s reign.


    Contrary to what Mr. Obama famously promised the naive brass at the University of Notre Dame, his administration nevertheless targeted the Catholic hospital-friendly Conscience Clause (during the Obamacare debate) in order to prove its progressive mettle. In fact, Obama’s lawyers went all the way to the Supreme Court to argue that religious freedoms do not follow individuals performing secular activities in the marketplace (the “Hobby Lobby” case)—as though American citizens lose their freedom to follow their religious convictions when performing secular activities (such as filling out insurance policies that include abortion coverage) outside of a religious venue.


    The Supreme Court rejected such a proposition, but Hillary Clinton campaigned hard on this “women’s issue”—her court would have assuredly flipped the vote here. A Hillary-sponsored court would also have been on a clear path to another campaign promise—abortion on demand. But all of this was not to be. Judge Neil M. Gorsuch, President Trump’s nomination to replace the late Antonin Scalia, will sustain a five-vote conservative majority for years to come.


    Teachers unions viewed the Clinton candidacy as an opportunity to slow the momentum of the school choice movement. After all, hard line defenders of the indefensible never miss an opportunity to take educational options away from poor parents. But Mr. Trump and his choice of education secretary, Betsy DeVos, have far different views. Big time choice is their mantra. Private vouchers are back on the table. It’s now “all of the above ” when it comes to failing public schools—which means four (or eight) years of heartburn for the Trump-hating education establishment.


    The new president is serious about change, progressive anguish notwithstanding. His inaugural address included the following promise: “We are transferring power from Washington, D.C., and giving it back to you, the people.” It would be difficult to imagine a more pleasing comment for conservatives; it would be equally difficult to imagine a more disquieting message for the left.


    Displacement, indeed.


    Like Him or Not, Trump Is Now a Member of the Republican Family



    Washington Examiner


    July 11, 2017


    The aftermath of the special election in Georgia’s 6th Congressional District has been predictably brutal. Critical reviews from the progressive hinterlands have littered social media after yet another Trump-era special election defeat for the Democrats.


    The ferocity of the criticism speaks to partisan frustration; this district was supposed to be chock-full of suburban Republicans just itching for an opportunity to register their disdain for Trump. But the depth of “Trump trauma” was far less than advertised; a late Trump endorsement may have even helped newly elected Rep. Karen Handel, R-Ga.


    For the Democrats, two problematic narratives have emerged:


    1. What if the Russian hacking/Trump story continues to go south?; and


    2. What if a more moderate message is not a winning message in suburban swing districts?


    You can bet each scenario has the attention of Democratic operatives desperately searching for a winning strategy against a supposedly vulnerable Trump. A related and equally interesting high-stakes discussion is playing out on the other side of the aisle. And it has been on my mind since a significant percentage of the “loyal opposition” shifted into resistance mode during the late evening hours of Nov. 8, 2016.


    The conversation pertains to a condition (henceforth to be called “family syndrome”) that afflicts a subset of Republicans who have never been enthusiastic participants in Team Trump. These are predominately conservatives who supported other GOP candidates in the primaries and were latecomers to the Trump bandwagon.


    Post-election, they are generally pleased with Trump policy (especially the promotion of Neil Gorsuch to the Supreme Court), but remain ambivalent (or worse) with just about everything else connected to this president and his unorthodox methods of operation. Most have grown weary of the daily drama that defines the Trump White House.


    Yet, the vast majority have stuck with Trump, and it is not merely because of common ground on most issues. They are digging in for the same reason that family can criticize family—but not so much outsiders. Most of you are familiar with the phenomenon.


    Truth be told, these Republicans willingly and regularly engage in Trump bashing amongst themselves. They are often reminded (sometimes by Trump himself) that he is no lifelong Republican or movement conservative. And they remain uncomfortable with the edginess, the petty beefs, the daily tweets, and the relentless media bashing.


    Nevertheless, the president remains (albeit new) family, and the party leader, after eight agonizing years in the desert. And so Trump trashing generally remains an intramural sport. When outsiders seek to indulge, an instinctive defensiveness is triggered: Wagons are circled, foxholes are dug. It’s a doubling down in support of this most unlikely Republican president—yet another fascinating aspect of Trump’s unique appeal.


    In the real world, this defensiveness plays out in many ways. Often, the offended right-winger seeks to magnify opposition misdeeds. In the case of progressive Democrats, generally (and Hillary Clinton particularly), there is no shortage of such travails. This exercise also tends to minimize Trump’s flaws. After all, he’s our guy, he’s under relentless attack, and now is not the time to talk outside the family (so to speak). Here, marginal supporters ratchet up their emotional capital invested in Trump. This reservoir of support in turn will make it harder to divest when times turn difficult.


    In this context, embarrassing episodes such as the recent CNN-sponsored fake news story on alleged links between a Trump confidant and a Russian bank only serve to deepen the reservoir. This will typically be the result when the “Hate Trump Always” members of the media are shown to be wrong, negligent, and sloppy in reporting on Trump.


    It’s fair to ask how long this protectiveness can last. Persistent, ugly conflict with the mainstream media and our cultural elites could at some point simply exhaust this constituency—or lessen the desire to circle the wagons yet again. Still, with no moderate Democrat on the horizon, it will take a lot of turmoil for GOP partisans to willingly take a pass on Trump.


    My fellow Republicans should feel free to test my theory. The next time one of your conservative friends starts to complain about Trump’s latest outburst or tweet, tell him that you agree—and that you watched the very same criticism of Trump from Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth Warren, Hillary Clinton, Nancy Pelosi, Chuck Schumer, Debbie Wasserman Schultz, or Keith Ellison on CNN the previous evening. Then, stand aside and watch the sudden change of heart. (“What? They can’t talk about the president like that!”) This might be followed by an aggressive, possibly even passionate, defense of the same man they were tearing apart just a minute ago.


    All of which may give Trump a longer-lasting reign than his multitude of critics could possibly imagine.


    Yes, Trump’s Presidency Is Still Worth It for Conservatives



    Washington Examiner


    January 12, 2018


    What are we to think and do about misbehaving public figures? Peggy Noonan’s Dec. 7 must-read column delved into this question, addressing the Al Franken affair and his half-hearted Senate farewell address. The punchline arrived near the end of her piece, when Noonan quoted approvingly conservative writer Sohrab Ahmari’s condemnation of social conservatives who excuse “vulgar populists” because of their right-leaning policy positions.


    The latter context was devoted to Alabama’s now-defeated Senate candidate Roy Moore—and the omnipresent President Trump.


    In truth, the entire column spoke to the Trump era and can be summed up in one question: Are the Reaganesque policy successes and judicial nominations of the Trump administration worth three (or seven) additional years of small-minded Twitter wars, off-the-cuff policy pronouncements, and occasional bad taste one-liners?


    Ahmari’s (and it appears, Noonan’s) conclusion seems to be this: No amount of good news is worth abetting an “insufficient” and “inadequate” leader’s refusal to abide by behavioral norms (“standards”) expected of our commander in chief.


    Noonan concludes with a sound admonition: “Don’t let your fears—even wholly legitimate ones—drive you.” Certainly good advice, but other compelling notions could have been added to her disquieting analysis.


    Here are three for your consideration.


    The first hearkens back to the romantic notion of the “will of the people,” in this case, a free people who had a full opportunity to weigh Trump’s personal and professional shortcomings and nevertheless voted him into office. Here, nullification is not an option. Free and fair elections must never be discounted in a democracy.


    A second (indelicate) notion is more of a reality check on what giving up the ship would produce. Indeed, a hint of what could be in store for the country under Democratic control is supplied by “resistance” behavior over the past few months: 58 House votes for a groundless impeachment, embarrassing amnesia regarding past pronouncements in support of moving our embassy to Jerusalem, and over-the-top-reactions to a tax bill that returns billions of dollars to American taxpayers.


    It is accordingly easy to see how Trump’s abdication would empower really bad behavior by those who desire a return to former President Barack Obama’s slow economic growth, timid foreign policy, and open-borders regime. Alas, many of us are unwilling to pay such an exorbitant price simply because we are at times uncomfortable with this president’s disquieting behavior.


    The third consideration is Washington’s continuing astonishment at Trump’s unapologetic jettisoning of principles that have guided presidents in recent years—especially the Obama years. To wit, Trump expects our NATO allies to pay their dues, in full and on time. He has (successfully) pressured the United Nations to cut spending. He will no longer inform our enemies of arrival and departure times for U.S. troops on the battlefield. He will support democratic uprisings against autocratic, anti-American regimes. He does not believe “Gitmo” merely fuels the fire of those who have hated us for decades. And he does not feel an obligation to accede to multilateral agreements (e.g., Iran, Paris) that do not benefit the domestic or foreign policy interests of the U.S.


    Some may recall a guy named Reagan issued similar challenges to a resistant establishment. His tenure worked out pretty well.


    I understand Ms. Noonan’s high-ground disregard for a “win at any cost” rationalization of the Trump presidency. But periodic discomfort and sometimes frustration with the egocentric ways of this president does not compel me to indulge a “give it up in order to start anew” mindset.


    The Obama-era damage to our economy and culture still burns too brightly. And Trump’s administration holds forth great promise on issues such as taxes, education reform, foreign policy, Internet deregulation, and a number of other areas whose importance people underestimate.


    Obama’s disregard for the rule of law and enthusiastic fomenting of identity politics are things I do not miss and do not wish to revisit. So, with due respect to one of the country’s most thoughtful writers, I’ll put up with the tweets. I’ll countenance the over-the-top salesmanship. I’ll pray for more decorum and less vitriol.


    But I’ll pass on unilateral disarmament. The stakes are far too high to give people who are presently going about the business of giving socialism another test run the keys to the car yet again.

  


  
    CHAPTER 2



    Survival Mode: Lead-Up to the 2018 Mid-Terms



    Every political leader (let alone president) knows of the intense daily analysis and accompanying criticism that goes with the job. But the unprecedented animus directed at Mr. Trump and his administration was indeed extreme.


    Each and every week since the beginning of the Trump era, the public was told to expect the imminent demise of DJT. Every new item of breaking news was guaranteed to be THE event—THE faux pas—THE mistake that would bring the Trump administration to its knees, once and for all. Alas, similar to Mark Twain, reports of Mr. Trump’s demise were always premature and “greatly exaggerated.” Some media reports were just plain wrong, the byproduct of lazy, hostile reporters from a “Never Trump” media. Others failed to generate the kind of impact that would have brought down any other American politician you care to name, with the exception of Bill Clinton (circa 1992 of course). Indeed, Donald J. Trump was a survivor. How else to explain political survival despite early “birther” movement sympathies; accusations that Ted Cruz’s father was involved in the JFK assassination; criticisms of a Gold Star Mom; the Access Hollywood tape; rape allegations by columnist E. Jean Carroll; “I could stand in the middle of 5th Avenue and shoot somebody and I would not lose any voters”; Charlottesville; Robert Mueller’s special counsel investigation; Michael Cohen’s grand jury and congressional testimony; and more Twitter battles than space allows.


    Then there were the outright discredited “fake news” (to borrow a phrase)—allegations sure to appear above the fold in America’s leading newspapers—before discreditation down the road. The multitude of black eyes suffered by the Fourth Estate included but in no way was limited to false reports that Mr. Trump had removed MLK’s bust from the Oval Office; that aide Anthony Scaramucci was involved with Russia; that attorney Michael Cohen was “told to lie” by Trump; that Trump attended a meeting with a Russian spy at Trump Tower; that Don Jr. took a mysterious pre–Trump Tower meeting phone call; that Don Jr. possessed stolen WikiLeaks emails prior to public release; that senior Trump campaign officials had repeated contact with senior Russians; that Mueller’s subpoena to Deutsche Bank personally targeted Trump; that Russians had hacked into the U.S. energy grid; and that the CIA had removed a valuable agent from its Moscow office because the president was not capable of handling sensitive information.


    A Trump fake news hall of fame to be sure, but not one to cool the jets of a relentless media engaged in unending conspiracy theories. Here, CNN contributor (and Watergate demigod) Carl Bernstein best exemplified the media’s obsession with a multi-year string of “Trump is worse than Watergate” comments, reproduced below courtesy of political pundit Drew Holder:


    
      
        
        
      

      
        
          	
            December 2016

          

          	
            Trump’s “lies are worse than Nixon’s”

          
        


        
          	
            February 2017

          

          	
            Trump’s attacks on media “more treacherous than Nixon’s”

          
        


        
          	
            May 2017

          

          	
            Firing Comey is potentially “more dangerous” situation than Watergate

          
        


        
          	
            November 2017

          

          	
            [If Trump colluded with Russia] it’s “worse than Watergate”

          
        


        
          	
            February 2018

          

          	
            Trump response to Russia investigation “eerily similar” to Nixon’s leading up to Saturday Night Massacre

          
        


        
          	
            August 2018

          

          	
            Trump presidency “is worse than Watergate”

          
        


        
          	
            October 2019

          

          	
            Watergate Journalist Compares Trump and Nixon, says “We Are Watching a Coverup”

          
        


        
          	
            November 2019

          

          	
            Trump has at every turn “served the interests of Russia, a hostile foreign power”

          
        


        
          	
            September 2020

          

          	
            Trump COVID-19 tapes are…“worse than Watergate…called ‘homicidal negligence’”

          
        

      
    


     


    But the “Trump is worse than (fill-in-the-blank)” was only one theme of the media’s crusade. Another was devoted to degrading Trump supporters in the heartland. Distilled down for mass consumption purposes, the indictment read: Trump supporters do not know better; the women are as bad as the men; and what do you expect from the great unwashed between the coasts?


    These deplorables were the focus of particular media invective in the aftermath of two gun-related mass shootings (one in El Paso, Texas, and the other in Dayton, Ohio) during the summer of 2019. The usual suspects adopted their usual response: calls for additional gun control from the left and demands for concealed carry and enforcement of existing gun laws on the right. But a major difference this time was the occupant of the Oval Office. Unlike the doctrinaire anti-gunner Barack Obama or the pro-gunner George W. Bush, herein was a politician who had leaned left on guns while in New York but who had adopted the NRA line while campaigning for president. This flexibility immediately manifested itself in the aftermath of the two horrific events wherein Mr. Trump took to Twitter in order to call for additional background checks on gun sales and the implementation of “red flag” statutes—both a flashpoint for pro-gunners around the country. The response drew the ire of numerous pro-gun advocates, but the NRA held its fire. The organization understood the importance of having a friend in the White House. Still, the media jumped into the fray with gusto, suspecting they finally had the opportunity to exploit a rare breach between the president and his gun-loving base.


    All this and more set the stage for major GOP losses in the 2018 midterms. In the end, the GOP lost 40 House seats—half to self-proclaimed “moderate” suburban Democrats riding the tide of suburban female opposition to the president. Remarkably, however, the advent of the 2020 presidential election cycle saw many leading Democrats enthusiastically embrace an uber-left platform—most spectacularly, a “Green New Deal” initiative that generated early, unwelcome headlines for those newly elected purple seat members. After all, these newbie politicians had just finished reassuring voters of their commitment to a “new” Democratic party that would be more empathetic to the concerns of working-class voters (who had deserted Mrs. Clinton in droves). But the promised new dawn was immediately clouded over by a loud, ascendant progressive base. Just how hard of a leftward tilt, you say? Well, check out these once unheard-of headlines:


    • “Bernie Sanders hires undocumented immigrant to help run 2020 campaign”
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