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CAUTION


While the Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation, the author and the publishers have used reasonable endeavours to ensure the accuracy of the content of this book, it contains selected information and thus is not definitive. It does not contain all known information on the subject in hand and should not be relied on alone for navigational use: it should only be used in conjunction with official hydrographical data. This is particularly relevant to the plans, which should not be used for navigation.

The Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation, the authors and the publishers believe that the information that they have included is a useful aid to prudent navigation. But the safety of a vessel depends ultimately on the judgement of the skipper, who should assess all information, published or unpublished.

The information provided in this publication may be out of date and may be changed or updated without notice. The Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation cannot accept any liability for any error, omission or failure to update such information. To the extent permitted by law the Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation, the author and the publishers do not accept liability for any loss and/or damage howsoever caused that may arise from reliance on information contained in this publication.

The plans in this guide are not to be used for navigation: they are illustrations designed to support the text and should always be used together with navigational charts.






Find out more

For a wealth of further information, including updates and correctional supplements, passage planning guides and cruising logs for this and other areas visit the Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation website at rccpf.org.uk.



Feedback

The Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation is a voluntary, charitable organisation. We welcome all feedback. If you notice any errors or omissions, or wish to send us some completely new information, please do so via info@rccpf.org.uk.


The Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation is grateful to Navionics for providing up-to-date electronic charts which were used in the compilation of the text and plans in this edition.




Plans and diagrams have been based with permission on British Admiralty Charts and Publications and where foreign information has been used, permission was sought from the Hydrographic offices of Australia, Canada, Ecuador, Fiji, France and the United Kingdom, Japan, Mexico, New Zealand, Solomon Islands, US Defense Mapping Agency and USA National Ocean Service.
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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I have been lucky enough to sail on the Pacific for much of my sailing life. Each crossing – even a less-than-half-way crossing to Hawaii or French Polynesia – makes you realise how wonderful this ocean is, but also how vast. And editing a book about crossing the Pacific makes you realise its vastness even more. Fortunately, though, the community of cruisers which makes a habit of crossing the Pacific is extraordinarily supportive and, better still, a little nerdy about information. So, it turns out, it takes a village to write a guide to an ocean as big as the Pacific and this new edition has benefited enormously from the knowledge, experience and generosity of many cruisers who have been crossing the Pacific in recent years. For an editor, it has also been wonderful to meet so many people whose stories and accomplishments are amazing and whose help has been so willingly given.

I have also received great institutional help. In addition to the Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation (RCCPF) and the Royal Cruising Club (RCC), three organisations have been outstandingly helpful: the Cruising Club of America (CCA), the Ocean Cruising Club (OCC) and the Seven Seas Cruising Association (SSCA) have all been very generous in opening up their resources to me, connecting me to their members with recent Pacific knowledge and supporting the creation of this new edition. These clubs and others contribute greatly to safe and enjoyable passagemaking in the Pacific and elsewhere, as well as making cruising more fun. Many of the contributors listed below belong to one or more of them and several are officeholders.

It is invidious to highlight particular people from the long list of those who have helped so much. But, hey, I am going to do so anyway. This fourth edition stands on the shoulders of excellent prior editions by the late Mike Pocock, whose cruising boat designs have a great tradition in the RCC and which I have always rather yearned for; Ros Hogbin; and Kitty van Hagen. I was encouraged – perhaps too successfully – to take on the project by Jane Russell, who was the RCCPF’s Editor in Chief at the time; the experience of working with me apparently accelerated her retirement, but at least it was for the higher calling of another Atlantic circuit. It is a quirk of Pacific cruising that Jane, Ros and I first crossed paths, or wakes, when our boats were all in French Polynesia in 1997. Fortunately, Emily Winter stepped into Jane’s role as Editor in Chief and was tremendously helpful and supportive. Jenny Taylor-Jones did a great job starting from scratch on the new approach to plans that we took in this edition. And I am very grateful to Clara Jump, Kate Savage and all their team at Adlard Coles for making the book a reality.

Doug Bruce, Co-Chair of the CCA’s Charts & Guides Committee, was crucially helpful in the early stages of the new edition by introducing me to a remarkable cohort of American sailors whose knowledge of the Pacific is enormous. Guy Chester, Roving Rear Commodore of the OCC, contributed greatly on the lessons from the Covid pandemic and on Papua New Guinea. And Commodore Joan Conover, President of the SSCA, generously gave the SSCA’s help and collaboration on this and other RCCPF publications.

Some other people and organisations need to be especially singled out as well. SSCA Commodores and OCC members Dave and Sherry McCampbell – who will be better known to many readers as ‘Soggy Paws’ – provided meticulous and very expert input on almost every chapter as well as many photographs; but they have also for many years been providing an extraordinary service to cruisers with their remarkable Soggy Paws Compendiums, presentations and website which is a hub of information for sailors in the Pacific and which I link to extensively throughout the book. The second crucial information hub is Noonsite, which again I link to extensively and which is almost a companion source for the most up-to-date information, particularly on formalities and biosecurity. I hope that seeing its value will encourage Pacific sailors to contribute information to keep Noonsite as up to date as possible.

And there were more super-contributors: Kean and Nyree Chung contributed new material on navigation and communications; Rob Hurlow made huge contributions to the medical chapter and on Micronesia, Japan and the Pacific North-west; Kirk Patterson provided invaluable input on Japan; James and Jennifer Hamilton contributed greatly on cruising under power and with pets; Stan and Val Creighton educated me on the fascinating topic of Functional Power Boats, as well as allowing me to badger them relentlessly for photographs; Dag and Theresa Hoiland contributed very useful material on the Gambier Islands and safety; and Mike Priest and Kellie Fennessy helped greatly on many South Pacific topics. Among many great photographers, Sally Isabel Heins, Zdenka Seiner Griswold and Hansgeorg Köster went above and beyond by providing me with so many wonderful photos that it was impossible to choose between them, as well as input on routes and destinations in the text.

It was invidious, as I said, to distinguish between these super-contributors and all my other super contributors. But I appreciate the help of everyone else just as much; I had very useful and enjoyable conversations with many people whose cruising experience, knowledge and photographic skills are remarkable; the book has benefited greatly from it. Even though it is not exhaustive, because it doesn’t include many with whom I had brief but helpful meetings or email exchanges or who have photo credits in the text (to all of whom I am also grateful), this list of super contributors is long and illustrious:

Jeffrey Bissell

Nigel Calder

Mike Cassidy, Commodore, Marianas Yacht Club

Liza Copeland

Zak Crawford

John Daubeny

Fito Espinoza of Marina Coral, Ensenada, Mexico

Olivier Frei

Jack Griswold

John Hembrow of the Down Under Rally

Brian Hopper of Marina Del Rey, Cabo San Lucas, Mexico

Frank Hydoski

Katharine and Peter Ingram

Stuart Jackson

Tom and Vicky Jackson

Steve James

John Jourdane

Harriet and Tom Linskey

Ivonne Mayorga, my guardian angel on a research trip in Mexico

David Mitchell

Viki Moore of Cruising NZ

Guadalupe Morales of Marina Cortez, La Paz, Mexico

Cheryl and Morgan Morice

Ginger and Peter Niemann

Alan Robertson

Graham Rowe

Dannalie Saunders

Daniel Schoen of Marina de la Paz, La Paz, Mexico

Bruce Schwab of Ocean Planet Energy

Fran and Jeff Sharp

Terri Smith

Jeanne Socrates

Dan Streech of PAE/Nordhavn Yachts

Holly Troutman, who helped me keep the images under control

Steve and Marja Vance

Tom and Dorothy Wadlow

Jo Winter

Jeremy Young

This book is non-commercial, but I am going to allow myself one shameless plug for Tannowa Yacht Harbor, south-west of Osaka, Japan, where the marina take wonderful care of visiting yachts and where the members of the Osaka Bay Tannowa Yacht Club are spectacularly welcoming and helpful to visiting sailors. They and my new friends around and beyond the Yacht Harbor made all the difference to my three years in Japan.

Behind every editor or author, or at least behind this one, is a calming influence, who in my case was my ever-patient wife Carla Morgenstern, who put up with months of blathering about the Pacific and who, even more saintly, has put up with my Pacific sailing obsession for many decades. I am more grateful and lucky than I can say.

My venerable and beloved Tradewind 35, Plainsong, has been my principal Pacific companion. She is currently in Japan and by the time this book appears may, or may not (such is the nature of cruising plans), be in the Philippines. If readers see our Royal Cruising Club burgee in a Pacific anchorage, I hope they will paddle across to share a sailing story and give me improvements for this book.

Francis Hawkings
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ROYAL CRUISING CLUB PILOTAGE FOUNDATION

Following the priority established by the Royal Cruising Club (RCC) to publish pilotage information, the Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation was established as an independent charity in 1976 with the objective ‘to advance the education of the public in the science and practice of navigation’. The Foundation’s principal activity is to collate and publish pilotage information for the benefit of cruising sailors worldwide.

Benefitting from the copyrights donated by RCC members and others and working with its team of dedicated authors and editors, the Pilotage Foundation has developed a portfolio of cruising guides available both in printed format and through its website, covering a wide range of cruising areas including some of the more remote areas of the world.

The Foundation’s website gives full details of its activities and provides a portal for the sale or download of its publications, including some free eBooks, as well as Cruising Notes comprising up-to-date navigational and other reports: rccpf.org.uk.

Comments and corrections are an invaluable part of the process of updating a book such as this, and we encourage all readers to share their feedback to ensure that the information we provide to intrepid yachtsmen and women is as accurate, helpful and safe as possible: info@rccpf.org.uk.

[image: A logo of Trinity House featuring a shield with maritime symbols and a crowned lion symbol above.]

The Royal Cruising Club Pilotage Foundation is privileged to have Trinity House as its Patron. The ongoing safety of navigation and education of mariners are common goals of both organisations. trinityhouse.co.uk.
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MAP OF ROUTES

[image: A map of the Pacific Ocean and surrounding regions.]




ABOUT THE AUTHOR

If family photos are to be believed, Francis was taken sailing before he was able to voice any objection. But although it was Scotland that got him hooked, the Pacific has been his home water for over 35 years.

From the early days, Francis could be found messing about in a rowing boat or sailing the family’s dinghy on the west coast of Scotland. He was recruited as crew by a retired Naval Captain whose mentorship provided a firm foundation in cruising and racing. He may have moved away from Scotland, but he clung to the coast, and whether racing in the south of England, cruising up the west coast of Ireland, or returning home from graduate studies in the USA by boat, sailing was his preferred mode of transport.

A transatlantic crossing from Bermuda to Plymouth, England, was his first ocean passage, and informed his choice of blue water boat: a Tradewind 35, Plainsong. She was shipped out to California, which was to be her home for nearly 30 years in Channel Islands Harbor, near Oxnard, CA. Long cruises have included a three-year circuit from California to French Polynesia, Chile, Argentina, Brazil, the Caribbean and Florida. In 2021, Francis ventured west across the Pacific to Hawaii and then singlehanded from Hawaii to Japan, at the beginning of an open-ended cruise in a generally westerly direction which might, eventually, intersect with the line of his first voyage.

‘I have come to appreciate how vast this ocean is, how pacific it can be and how beautiful it almost always is. But being pooped at Cape Horn and having a close encounter with a western Pacific super-typhoon have reminded me that however good our sailing technology becomes and however bold our plans, the ocean is always the boss.’


[image: A man wearing a navy jacket and a cap on a boat, showing clear water in the background.]
Francis Hawkings.




a note about websites and apps

Much of the most up-to-date information about cruising destinations, entry regulations, etc is on the internet. We provide links to the most important dynamic sources throughout this book. Since many of these web addresses are long and in any case cannot be clicked from a physical book, we are publishing a downloadable Supplement to this edition which provides clickable links and QR codes for all the websites cited and which updates broken links when we become aware of them (feedback welcomed).The Supplement can be found at rccpf.org.uk/pilots/229/Pacific-Crossing-Guide.

Some of the websites cited require a subscription. These are normally modest and well worth it. Others, particularly sites maintained by cruisers, ask for a donation, which helps safeguard these excellent resources.

Some of the sources provided are blogs. Cruisers’ blogs, by their nature, tend to reflect a moment in time and a personal experience, and hence become out of date or are inaccurate in some of their details. In particular, the Covid pandemic had a big impact on entry and clearance formalities. No blog or source from before 2022 should be relied upon for information about formalities; and even after 2022, entry regulations continue to evolve as new normals are established. But the blogs can be useful, nevertheless – and some of them are great fun.

Facebook is used extensively by cruisers for exchanging information and advice. There are Facebook groups for many of the places covered in this book, which we cite in the relevant chapters (though there are probably more). Some clubs, such as the Ocean Cruising Club, also have groups for Pacific sailors.

Apps and sites like noforeignland, Zulu Offshore and cruiserswiki.org also cover large numbers of destinations (with varying degrees of completeness and reliability), and in some cases enable cruisers to connect with each other as well.






INTRODUCTION


THE MAGNET OF THE PACIFIC

The Pacific Ocean is more than twice the size of the Atlantic and at 165 million sq km (64 million sq miles) its area is greater than that of all the Earth’s land masses combined. Seen from space, it is a brilliant blue orb of water covering one third of our planet. Seen from the deck of a sailboat, it is an infinity. Scattered across its expanses, as though a mythical mermaid has sprinkled pearls across the waves, are some 20,000 islands – some of the most magical and remarkable places and people on Earth.

A Pacific crossing is a long-held ambition for many of us and will be the apogee of our cruising lives. If you have good fortune, the Pacific will give you some of the most profound experiences of your life. It will also present you with challenges that may stretch and strengthen you. Either way, the Pacific may change you forever. Whether you are beginning your first long ocean passage or are in the middle of a circumnavigation, to set sail into the Pacific is to sail into another world.

Although the Pacific, to the sailor, feels vast and empty, it has a long human history which will be very present as you cruise between the island groups. Humans settled the islands of the far Southwestern Pacific from Southeast Asia and then, after many pauses, further east throughout the Pacific over tens of thousands of years, finally reaching New Zealand less than 1,000 years ago. All these migrations required extraordinary navigation, seamanship and bravery which put our own technologically advanced cruising into perspective. With them, these navigators brought complex societies whose histories, artefacts and successors we encounter today. Further north, there are also ancient and fascinating cultures around the rim of the North Pacific. If the Pacific Ocean inspires wonder, admiration and respect, so too do the peoples that inhabit it.

Like the first Europeans to explore it from the 16th century, for modern sailors the Pacific can seem like Paradise. Even today, sailors return from a Pacific crossing with stars in their eyes as they recount tales of fabulous destinations and remote anchorages; of smiling people welcoming you into their communities; of lives imbued with music and dance; of natural wonders and encounters with all kinds of wildlife; of a newly gained confidence in a forgotten lifestyle of self-sufficiency and the immediacy of catching a fish for supper.

The attractions of the Pacific are limitless. Many sailors dream of crossing it. This guide is about turning dreams into plans. Our hope is that the book will help you to plan and prepare so that you are able to share in the wonders of crossing this ‘Big Blue’, and guide you as you go.


[image: A view showing the Earth, the Pacific Ocean and surrounding landmasses.]
Google Earth image of the Pacific Ocean showing its vast expanse.
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Local boat in American Samoa. SALLY ISABEL HEINS
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What dreams are made of. Nomadica in the Gambiers. CHERYL & MORGAN MORICE







PART ONE

PREPARATIONS


1

CASTING OFF


WORK AS A TEAM TO FULFIL THE DREAM

The initial casting off from land is always the hardest part of any voyage and most of us focus on the practical and technical aspects of the preparations. But it is often the human side of the equation that is most difficult to resolve.

The prospect of heading off into the sunset with no time restrictions may be your idea of heaven: fair winds and a following sea, turquoise lagoons, coconut groves and all kinds of romantic connotation. For others, perhaps your intended co-skipper or crew, it may seem like a version of hell; there may be fundamental doubts about being so far from land for so many days at a time, about having sufficient experience or about the boat and its equipment. Even experienced skippers can be beset by last-minute anxieties before departure. Worries about food and seasickness are very common. Leaving the modern world of reliable and immediate interconnectedness may create a sense of vulnerability and loss. There are the concerns of leaving elderly or frail parents or precious grandchildren, or even a spouse if only one half of a couple is setting off. These, and more, are all real concerns and must be addressed before casting off.

Ocean cruising can put unaccustomed strains on couples and families. The problems tend to arise when the adventure is driven by only one person’s dream and when planning and preparation are not undertaken together as a team; or when objectives, plans, worries and fears are not sufficiently shared and in the open. But the cruising lifestyle has much to offer for people of all ages, interests and experience if managed in a thoughtful way.

Open communication methods both with those on board and with those left behind are important, as well as clear lines of responsibility and decision-making among skipper and crew. Even if a boat is not a democracy, consider everyone’s preferences and interests and accommodate them as much as possible. Talk about worries and fears. It is quite natural to be afraid at times, and much better that it should be recognised and accommodated than ignored (perhaps by heaving-to for a while; perhaps by changing an itinerary). Good skippers will be aware of how their shipmates are feeling. Is someone afraid? Or feeling seasick? Hungry? Exhausted? Or just plain unhappy? Help your shipmates to express what they are experiencing by voicing the possibilities in an understanding way.

Confident skippers should encourage their less confident or experienced crew to be actively involved in the voyage, in working the boat, setting the sails, doing maintenance jobs and so on. Boost their boat-handling skills by giving them the helm and allowing them to learn; and let them be proactive in the passage planning – even for those who are not so focused on the sailing itself, the passage planning becomes part of the narrative of the journey and navigational skills will be learned along the way.

If there are only two of you on board, both of you should understand the basics of how to sail the boat, navigate and operate all the essential systems. You need to be able to fully trust one another when one of you is on watch and the other is trying to sleep. It is not sensible to perpetuate a setup whereby one of you is the all-knowing captain and the other is simply the companion and crew. It is essential that both should feel completely confident about starting up the engine and manoeuvring under power. And, of course, however many crew are on board, it is also important that everyone is familiar with safety drills such as man overboard retrieval (see Chapter 8).

Quite apart from the safety factor, working together as a team often results in a deepening and enrichment of relationships as dreams are realised together. This is an important factor in the long-term enjoyment of cruising. For the experienced and inexperienced alike, confidence in each other will grow in the unique and shared experiences that last a lifetime. Casting off into the Pacific Ocean may be a new beginning in unexpected ways.



CREW

A fundamental question before casting off, of course, is who is coming. Smaller boats require fewer hands; but even though the average size of blue water cruising boats has increased over time, electric winches and windlasses, hydraulic furling and so on have made larger boats easier to sail short-handed. Many sailors are now casting off in relatively large boats with comparatively small crews.

The basic questions to ask are how many people you feel you need to sail the boat and keep watch, comfortably; and perhaps what skills you might want to bolster with someone more experienced than yourself.

If you conclude that you need to add shipmates beyond your immediate family, there are many places to turn – for example friends and extended family, yacht clubs, gap year students and internet crew sources (see ‘Recruiting crew’ in Chapter 11). Whatever your decision, and unless you are looking for specific skills, compatibility and attitude are probably more important than experience. A competent skipper can teach watch-keeping and sailing skills to a rookie crew member as you go along; but there is nothing you can do about character. An obnoxious shipmate will drive everyone crazy from day one. Some blue water sailors choose to go singlehanded rather than sail with people they don’t know well enough.



TAKING CHILDREN

Families with young children usually have a wonderful time and there is an increasing number of families who make the decision to go cruising together. The number one priority is safety. You may need to modify your boat to make it safer for kids.


further reading

Voyaging with Kids: A Guide to Family Life Afloat by Behan Gifford, Sara Dawn Johnson and Michael Robertson

Kids in the Cockpit: A pilot book to safe and happy sailing with children by Jill Schinas

A classic about Pacific cruising with a family: Just Cruising: Europe to Australia by Liza Copeland




LESSONS LEARNED FROM EXPERIENCE

Dag and Theresa Hoiland on s/v Escape applied safety lessons from industry: “We adopted the Health–Safety–Environment (HSE) philosophy from industry to guide us in a critical evaluation of our boat, its setup, equipment and routines to avoid incidents and injuries. That resulted in concrete changes to our boat before we set off. It is never 100 percent child safe but it helped us prepare this important aspect of the planning and our awareness.”

There are many examples of industrial HSE online; here are a couple of simple introductions that illustrate the principles:


	www.conocophillips.no/social-responsibility/health-safety-and-environment

	www.opuskinetic.com/2019/08/what-is-health-safety-and-environment-hse-management-system



Onboard safety rules must be made clear and should be reinforced, as appropriate to the age group, so that children know the boundaries. Consult your family doctor before departure to make sure your children have all the necessary immunisations and that you have the right medical supplies for both children and adults on board (see Chapter 7).

Living with children on board any vessel has its own challenges – but it is also very rewarding. Children open many doors and form amazing friendships with both local and sailing families, making them more aware of different cultures around the world. Older children in their teens may find it harder to leave their friends at home, but modern technology allows them to maintain connections and helps them to develop their communication skills.

There is a wealth of information about schooling available on the internet. Every country has different criteria. The key decision will be whether to follow a specific, packaged curriculum or whether to home educate, tailoring learning to the countries and places you visit. Even so, families who have successfully educated their children on board point out that it can be quite challenging and a lot of work for the parents, even with pre-packaged teaching materials, to make sure that kids don’t fall behind in key curriculum areas and take advantage of the special environment they are living in.


[image: A child sitting on a boat, working on a laptop and writing on a notepad.]
Live classroom by video in the cockpit. FRANCIS HAWKINGS



Children are learning every day, watching and absorbing everything around them. Life on board allows them to do this under unique circumstances. This can be a real advantage. As well as academic knowledge they will develop great life skills that will help them to grow into confident adults. At the same time, their upbringing will be different from that of most kids, which raises issues as they begin, at some stage, to reintegrate with their shore-bound contemporaries. But, challenges aside, the family will share an extended and intense experience that is quite unlike any life they are likely to lead ashore.




There is a wealth of material on cruising with kids in general and home schooling more specifically on Behan Giffords’s rich blog sailingtotem.com – for example:

An index of sailing family blogs: sailingtotem.com/blogging-families-afloat

Home schooling resources: sailingtotem.com/homeschooling

A thoughtful discussion of approaches to home schooling on board with links to many other resources:

yachtingworld.com/practical-cruising/home-schooling-at-sea-top-tips-tutoring-kids-liveaboard-sailors-126507

Pros and cons of home schooling: sailingbritican.com/homeschooling-on-a-boat-the-truth

Community of sailing families: facebook.com/groups/Kids4Sail

US homeschooling site: homeschoolcentral.com

UK site: oxfordhomeschooling.co.uk

Worldwide Education Service: weshome.com

Global Student Network: globalstudentnetwork.com





FAMILY AND FRIENDS LEFT BEHIND

A Pacific crossing is not endless, but it may seem like it to those who remain on shore and worry about the dangers at sea. It is not uncommon for loved ones left behind to worry more about a voyage than the sailors themselves.

Most cruisers have two circles of attachment. The first is immediate family and loved ones who actively worry about them. The second is a wider circle of friends and relations who are curious about the voyage but don’t think about it daily. Communication has never been easier but can also create false expectations. It is worth establishing different means of communicating with these two groups.

The internet, high frequency radio and satellite phones have shrunk the world (see Chapter 10). For your closest circle, it is quite possible to text, email or even talk every day. However, there are innumerable reasons (typically technical or weather-related) why you might not be able to call or communicate at a particular time or on a particular day. Upsets do arise when those back home come to expect regular contact, and it is frustrating on board to know that whatever is keeping you from communicating is also quite likely causing stress ashore as well. So, you need an agreement on expectations and appropriate indications as to how long before those ashore should really worry. It is much better to cultivate the approach that no news is good news and that it may be several days before you are next able to make contact.

Your more distant family and friends, and even people who have helped you to prepare the boat and cast off, also like to hear how things are going – and perhaps experience some vicarious excitement. Postcards from exotic places are still appreciated, but of course you can also communicate with this wider circle electronically from time to time as well, subject to the constraints of bandwidth when on passage. Posting position reports to a tracking site and keeping a regular blog is a great way of keeping this group in touch with your adventures and sharing photographs.



JOINING A RALLY

For many sailors, crossing the Pacific by yourself – crewed or uncrewed – may be part of the whole point. But for those who prefer to sail in company and like to feel part of a community, there are plenty of rallies that cross the Pacific. There are pros and cons to joining a rally and whether or not it is the right choice is down to you. Joining a rally will force you into setting a departure date and will dictate the pace of your cruising, at least to some extent. You may feel that you need this motivation to help with casting off, that the support of the rally organisers and other boats is a useful safety factor and that the sociability of a rally group attracts you.


[image: A view of sailboats adorned with flags in a marina.]
The World ARC fleet in Tahiti. WORLD CRUISING CLUB



If you want to travel at your own speed, however, to go where the winds blow you and tackle your inevitable boat problems with less organised support, then a rally is probably not for you. Of course, most cruisers are pleased to meet one another in shared anchorages and the cruising community is incredibly generous with advice, help and support, quite apart from friendship. So non-rally yachts on the main routes are unlikely to feel isolated for very long; lasting friendships often begin in unlikely places. Regular radio ‘skeds’ or nets are common among many cohorts of passagemaking yachts.

A rally can create a sense of security and give much needed confidence. However, whether or not you are on the same itinerary as other boats, you should never assume that rescue will be on hand. Thorough self-reliance, based on thinking through and planning for a variety of worst-case scenarios, is the most important criterion for successful long-distance cruising.

Here are the better-known rallies that cross all or part of the Pacific.

Baja Ha-Ha

The annual Baja Ha-Ha is a well-established but light-hearted cruisers rally from San Diego to Cabo San Lucas in Mexico. The two-week rally starts in late October/early November and attracts some 120–150 boats. Entries open in May and close at the beginning of September. The sail down from San Diego is broken into three legs of 360, 240 and 180nm with social events at each stop. Yachts then tend to spend the winter in Mexico, with some later continuing across the Pacific, perhaps meeting up with fellow sailors who are preparing for the Pacific Puddle Jump. The Baja Ha-Ha website has a link to a useful First Timer’s Guide to Mexico.


baja-haha.com



Coho Ho Ho

Dovetailing with the Baja Ha-Ha is the smaller Coho Ho Ho, a rally from Seattle to San Francisco and on to San Diego. The rally runs a series of preparation seminars, events and meet-ups in the Seattle area from March until the summer and then sets off in late August to early September, attracting about a dozen boats each year. Skippers are free to choose their exact timing and stops en route, but the rally encourages and enables communication and camaraderie, and arrives in San Diego in time to join the Ha-Ha if desired.


cohohoho.com



Cruise Underway to Baja Rally

For powerboats, there is an occasional cruise in company from San Diego to La Paz, Mexico, with training beforehand and stops on the way, organized by the San Diego Yacht Club. The rally leaves San Diego in late October or early November and arrives in La Paz about two weeks later.


CUBAR.org



Panama Posse and South Pacific Posse

The Panama Posse is a loose grouping of boats headed for the Panama Canal from either direction. The West Coast contingent follows a similar route to the other rallies down the California coast, Baja California and mainland Mexico. Boats determine their own schedules and pace, but are encouraged to leave San Diego in late October, arriving at Cabo San Lucas in November. The rally provides cruising and navigation information and advice, fleet check-ins, marina discounts and social events. The South Pacific Posse continues across the Pacific on similar principles.


panamaposse.com

pacificposse.com



Pacific Puddle Jump

The annual Pacific Puddle Jump is a loosely connected rally of boats sailing from various points along the West Coast of the Americas to French Polynesia, between February and July. Each crew decides their own departure timing and route planning, but fleet members submit position and status reports while en route. In 2022, 62 boats took part. As is typical, the most popular departure points that year were Panama; Banderas Bay (Puerto Vallarta), Mexico; and the Galapagos. Prior to departure there are talks, discussions and much shared information. Rally organizers help participants with entry formalities and logistics in French Polynesia. They also help to organize a three-day sailing, social and cultural event in the Society Isles in July.


pacificpuddlejump.com



World ARC

World ARC is a 15-month, 26,000nm west-about Trade wind circumnavigation with UK rally organisers World Cruising. The Pacific leg starts from Saint Lucia in the Caribbean in January each year and transits the Panama Canal before heading to the Galapagos, Polynesia and, by July, Australia. The second half of the rally leaves Australia in September, crosses the Indian Ocean to South Africa and then on to Brazil and the Caribbean before finishing back in Saint Lucia in April the following year. Boats can participate in either half or the full circumnavigation. Based on the format of the long-running ARC rally, World ARC is a mix of cruising in company and free time to explore along the way or even fly home for breaks.


worldcruising.com/world_arc



New Zealand: Island Cruising NZ Rallies

Island Cruising NZ runs annual rallies within New Zealand and to the islands of the South Pacific, particularly their Pacific Rally which leaves New Zealand in May and June for Tonga, Fiji, Vanuatu and New Caledonia, as well as a shorter version between New Zealand and New Caledonia only. The rallies help participants with preparations, entry and departure documentation, radio skeds, weather information, shore events and so on, but leave cruisers relatively independent, after group departures, to form their own precise itineraries either in company or on their own. Some boats choose to connect to Down Under Rally’s Go West Rally (see below) in New Caledonia in October to give them a leg to Australia. Island Cruising NZ also runs some rallies further afield, for example an on-demand rally from New Zealand to French Polynesia and back.


[image: A serene bay with multiple sailboats anchored in turquoise waters, surrounded by lush hills under a cloudy sky.]
The World ARC fleet anchored in Port Resolution, Tanna, Vanuatu. WORLD CRUISING CLUB




islandcruising.co.nz



Down Under Rally

The Down Under Rally, which was acquired by Island Cruising NZ in 2023, runs a variety of rallies between the South-west Pacific, Australia and New Zealand. Their Oz to NZ Rally in collaboration with Island Cruising NZ leaves Australia in February or March and makes it possible for Australian-based yachts to visit Tonga, Fiji or even French Polynesia later in the season with Island Cruising NZ’s Pacific Rally. Down Under also runs a Go East Rally in May from Australia to New Caledonia and Vanuatu. Later in the year, the direction reverses: a Loyalty Islands Rally from Fiji and Vanuatu in September, which enables boats to check in to New Caledonia in the Loyalty Islands instead of having to go to Nouméa; a Go South Rally from New Caledonia to New Zealand in October and November; and a Go West Rally from New Caledonia and Vanuatu to Australia, leaving between August and November, which is intended to make it easier for internationally flagged yachts to enter and cruise in Australia. The Down Under rallies are a mix of sailing as a fleet and independent sailing, as participants wish.


downunderrally.com



Oyster World Rally

Oyster Yachts run a round-the-world rally from Antigua every two years. The rally leaves Antigua in January and follows the Trade wind route across the Pacific before returning to Antigua via South Africa and Brazil 16 months later. Participants must own an Oyster yacht of 45 feet (13.7m) or more and take part in the entire circumnavigation. Some 25 to 30 Oysters take part under a variety of national flags. The rally is supported by logistical and technical staff at each major destination.


oysteryachts.com/oyster-world-rally/





THE POST-PANDEMIC PACIFIC

Cruising in the Pacific
















	Have your visas well organised for the next destination and the one after long before you start crossing the Pacific.

	Ensure you have at least six months’ and preferably a year’s worth of personal medical needs and consumable parts for the boat (filters, belts etc).

	Have all your medical records and vaccination records available (paper and digital copies).

	Have at least two ways to get email (3G–5G on phone and HF or satellite communications).

	Now we all know about masks, hand sanitiser, etc, it is of course sensible to have a good kit aboard (though of course the next pandemic may not be airborne-spread).

	Be patient and flexible. Understand that governments and local officials have many more issues than cruising yachts when making and enforcing pandemic regulations. Follow their rules.

	If leaving your boat, assume it could have an extended stay afloat or on the hard. Best to overdo the layup procedures and come back to an easily re-commissioned boat.











PLANNING
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