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The Scarlet Thread: Rediscovering Messiah in the Beginning of the Story

The Bible is a single, unified story. It is not a collection of disconnected episodes or moral lessons. From the creation of the world to the renewal of all things, Scripture reveals one family, one covenant, and one Redeemer who has been present from the beginning.

This booklet traces what many call the Scarlet Thread, the line of redemption that runs from Genesis to Revelation. It moves through families, promises, covenants, failures, restorations, and the astonishing mercy of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The New Testament does not begin this story. It unveils the meaning of the story already told in the Torah and the Prophets.

Believers often begin reading Scripture in the New Testament. Yet when Yeshua taught His disciples after His resurrection, He did not begin with Matthew. He began with Moses and the Prophets. He showed them how the entire story had always pointed to Him. The earliest believers did not possess a New Testament. Their Bible was the Tanakh. (Luke 24:25-27; 44,45) Their understanding of Messiah came from Genesis forward. That journey awaits you within these pages.

The Scarlet Thread is not about finding obscure symbols or forcing hidden meanings. It is about seeing how the God of Scripture reveals His plan through patterns, family lines, literary structures, and the unfolding of promise after promise. Once these patterns are recognized, the story of Messiah becomes larger, clearer, and more beautiful than many ever imagined.

This is the beginning of the story. And it is your story.

Seeing Yourself in the Story

BEFORE ANYTHING ELSE can be understood, you must know who you are in relation to the Scriptures.

If you belong to Messiah Yeshua, Scripture declares something remarkable. You have been brought near after once being far away. You are no longer a stranger or outsider. You are joined to the household of God. You are grafted into the cultivated olive tree of Israel. You are counted among the covenant people, not by birth but by grace. The God of Israel has welcomed you into His family through His Son.

This is not replacement theology. No one is replaced. It is restoration theology. It is the healing of a divided family. It is the adoption into the covenant promises spoken over Abraham and his descendants. The prophets foretold a day when those who were not a people would be called His people. (Hos 2:23) You are living in that day.

Understanding this identity will enlarge the story. You will no longer read about Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, or Judah as distant figures. You will see them as spiritual ancestors whose stories shape your own. Their journeys, struggles, and refinement are part of the family you have joined. (Rom 11, Eph 2, Gal 3)

Once this is understood, the Scarlet Thread becomes personal rather than historical. You are not an observer standing outside the covenant. You are included in its unfolding.

Standing on Ancient Shoulders

YOU'LL NOTICE SOMETHING as you read this booklet: I quote Jewish sages. Rashi. Ramban. The Talmud. Midrash. Commentaries written by rabbis centuries after Yeshua walked the earth.

This might surprise you. Perhaps even trouble you.

You've heard about the Pharisees. You know Yeshua rebuked them sharply. You remember His words about "traditions of men" making void the word of God (Mark 7:13). You've been taught, rightly, that Scripture alone is our authority.

So why am I citing these sources?

Let me be clear about what I'm not saying: I'm not claiming these writings are inspired. I'm not putting them on the same level as Scripture. I'm not accepting everything they teach without discernment.

But here's what I am saying: there is gold in these ancient mines. And we need to recover it.

What Yeshua Actually Criticized

WHEN YESHUA CONFRONTED the Pharisees, He wasn't condemning Jewish learning itself. He was exposing hypocrisy. He opposed traditions that contradicted Torah, not traditions that illuminated it.

In fact, listen to what He said:

"The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat, so practice and observe whatever they tell you, but not what they do. For they preach, but do not practice." Matthew 23:2-3

He affirmed their teaching authority. He told people to listen to them. His problem wasn't their scholarship. It was the gap between what they taught and how they lived.

Yeshua Himself used rabbinic methods of interpretation. He engaged in the same debates, used the same reasoning patterns, quoted the same texts. He was fully at home in the Jewish world of learning. He just did it perfectly.

What the Sages Preserved

WITHOUT THE JEWISH scholars who came after Yeshua, we wouldn't have what we need to read Scripture well.

They preserved the Hebrew text with meticulous care. They added vowel points (nikud), so we'd know how to pronounce words that had been written with consonants only. They recorded the meanings of Hebrew terms that might otherwise have been lost.

They maintained the traditions of how feasts were celebrated, how the Temple functioned, and how daily life was lived in biblical times. They passed down interpretations that reach back to the time when Hebrew was still a living, spoken language.

We stand on their shoulders whether we acknowledge it or not.

How We Use These Sources

HERE'S THE PRINCIPLE: test everything, hold fast to what is good (1 Thessalonians 5:21).

The sages are not our final authority. Scripture is. But when a rabbi like Rashi (11th century) or Ramban (13th century) explains a Hebrew word or points out a pattern in the text, we listen. We consider. We compare it to Scripture. Where it illuminates the Word, we receive it gratefully. Where it contradicts, we note it and move on.

This is called "chewing the meat and spitting out the bones." You don't throw out the whole meal because there might be a bone in it. You eat carefully, thoughtfully, with discernment.

Even the Apostle Paul quoted pagan poets when they spoke truth (Acts 17:28). Truth is truth wherever you find it. The question is always: does this align with Scripture? Does this help me understand God's Word more deeply?

The Church Did This Too

THIS ISN'T A NEW IDEA. The early Church Fathers used Jewish sources constantly.

Jerome, who translated the Bible into Latin, learned Hebrew from Jewish scholars. He consulted rabbinic commentaries. He recognized that to understand the text, you need to understand the language, culture, and methods of interpretation that shaped it.

For centuries, Christian scholars mined Jewish sources for insight. Only in more recent times did much of the Church cut itself off from this wealth, often out of anti-Jewish prejudice or the mistaken belief that anything "Jewish" was somehow opposed to Yeshua.

We're simply recovering what was lost. We're learning again from the people who preserved the language, the text, and the interpretive traditions that help us see more clearly.

An Invitation to Humility

I'M NOT ASKING YOU to accept everything you read from Jewish sources uncritically.

I'm asking you to approach them with humility. To recognize that the Jewish people have been studying these texts in Hebrew for thousands of years. That they might notice things we've missed reading in translation. That their insights, tested against Scripture, can deepen our understanding of the Messiah we both love.

If you find yourself resistant, ask why. Is it because a particular teaching contradicts Scripture? Then reject it. Or is it simply because it comes from a Jewish source, and you've been taught to distrust anything "rabbinic"?

Test the teaching, not the teacher's ethnicity.

When you see a citation from Rashi or the Talmud in this booklet, receive it as a gift. Someone preserved this insight across centuries. Someone passed down this understanding of a Hebrew word or a textual pattern. And now it's being offered to you, not to replace Scripture, but to help you see it more clearly.

The Scarlet Thread has always been there. The sages, at their best, simply help us see it.

A Word About the Bride

THERE IS SOMETHING sacred that must be spoken with humility.

Not every believer automatically becomes the Bride. Scripture speaks of the Bride as those who make themselves ready, just as Revelation declares. This is not rooted in superiority or presumption, but in deep longing, with a heart prepared in  purity, and a willingness to be shaped by יְהוָה (YHVH) (the Lord).

The pattern of the Bride begins in Genesis. Chavah (Eve) was taken from the body of Adam. In the same way, the Bride of Messiah will be taken from His body of believers. She is taken out of something larger. She is not the entirety of His people. She is the prepared portion, the one who responds with love, obedience, and devotion.

It is right to hope to be counted among her without assuming that one already is. This hope encourages self-examination, humility, and faithfulness. It invites you to approach the journey with reverence rather than entitlement.

You are invited to walk through Scripture with an open heart. Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) will guide those who are willing and teachable. If the Spirit chooses to awaken something deeper in you as you read, give thanks. If He stirs a longing to become part of the Bride taken from Messiah's body, receive that longing with humility. Let it shape you. Let it draw you closer to Him.

What This Booklet Will Do

THIS BOOKLET WILL FOLLOW the Scarlet Thread through Genesis. You will see:

How the covenant threads from Adam to Abraham to Isaac to Jacob.

How the unfolding structure of Genesis forms a prophetic pattern.

How Joseph's life foreshadows the suffering Redeemer.

How Judah's refinement becomes the root of kingship.

How identity was lost and how the Spirit is restoring it.

How the patterns of Genesis lead into the final restoration described in Revelation.

You will encounter Hebrew terms with transliteration and translation. You will be guided gently but firmly into the Hebraic world in which Yeshua lived and taught.

Above all, you will see Messiah in the beginning of the story. And through this, Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit) may awaken in you a deeper identity, a deeper hunger, and a deeper love for the One who walked this Scarlet Thread from the very beginning.

Every topic explored in these pages carries with it threads that extend far beyond what these chapters can follow. The Hebrew language alone opens into depths that could fill volumes, and the rabbinic and historical sources connected to each passage could occupy a lifetime of study. What you will find here is not exhaustive; it is, by design, a beginning. The goal is to stay close to the Scarlet Thread itself rather than trace every tributary, trusting that the Spirit who inspired the text will continue leading you deeper long after you have closed this book.

PaRDeS: Entering the Orchard of Scripture

COME. BEFORE WE BEGIN tracing the Scarlet Thread through Genesis, I need to show you something beautiful, something the people of Israel have known for centuries.

It's a way of reading Scripture that feels like walking into an orchard.

The Hebrew word is PaRDeS (פַּרְדֵּס), and it means exactly that: orchard, garden, paradise.

Picture it for a moment. An orchard isn't just one thing. It's layers. Fragrance. Sweetness discovered slowly. You walk beneath branches heavy with fruit. Sunlight filters through leaves. The deeper you go, the more you find.

This is what the Word of God is like.

The sages chose this word carefully. They knew that Scripture isn't lifeless. It's alive. It's layered with meaning. Each level is real. Each level is connected. And each level contains nourishment your soul desperately needs.

So let me walk you through the four levels of PaRDeS, the four ways we'll be reading Genesis together.

1. פְּשָׁט (Peshat)

HEBREW: פְּשָׁט

Transliteration: peshāt

Translation: "The plain, simple meaning"

Peshat is what meets you at first glance; it’s the plain sense of the text: its grammar, geography, narrative, and historical context. Think of it as the trunk of the tree. Everything else grows from here.

Without Peshat, the other levels have no anchor. You can't go deeper if you don't know what the surface looks like first. So we always begin here, with what the text plainly says.

2. רֶמֶז (Remez)

HEBREW: רֶמֶז

Transliteration: remez

Translation: "Hint, allusion, pattern"

Here's where it gets beautiful.

Remez is the artistry woven into the text, the hints, the patterns, the prophetic symbols. Repeated words. Structural designs like chiasms. Narrative echoes that whisper across centuries, connecting one story to another.

It's the intentional design of the Author showing through.

You know how sometimes you read a verse and think, "Wait, this reminds me of something else in Scripture"? That's Remez. That's the Holy Spirit drawing connections, showing you the fingerprints of divine design.

3. דְּרַשׁ (Derash)

HEBREW: דְּרַשׁ

Transliteration: derásh

Translation: "Teaching, interpretation, searching out"

This is where we listen to the voices of those who've studied the text with devotion, Rashi, Ramban (Nachmanides), Ibn Ezra, the Targumim, and countless other sages.

Derash asks: What does this text mean? How does it instruct us? What do the ancient teachers see here that we might miss?

Think of it as sitting at the feet of wise teachers who've spent lifetimes pondering these words. They've wrestled with the text. They've prayed over it. And they have insights we desperately need.

We're not reading alone. We're reading with the communion of saints who've gone before us.

4. סוֹד (Sod)

HEBREW: סוֹד

Transliteration: sōd

Translation: "Secret, mystery, hidden meaning"

Now we go deep.

Sod is the concealed, spiritual dimension beneath the surface where the mysteries of the soul, the patterns of redemption, and the inner architecture of God's purposes quietly wait to be discovered.

Let me be clear: Sod is not imagination. It's not making things up. It's reverent listening to what lies beneath the words, the mystery that opens only


Why This Matters (And Why It's Not What You Think)













Scripture Itself Invites Us Deeper










How We'll Walk Through This Together








The Whole Point: Seeing Messiah












The Name Above All Names: יְהוָה (YHVH)






Are You Ready?
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