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			Dedication

			
		
    To the Palestinian people,who have endured seventy-seven years of dispossession with steadfast dignity,and to all who refuse to forget their cause.
To the Muslim scholars, activists, and ordinary believerswho continue to uphold the principles of justice ('adl),unity (ummah), and protection of the weak (mustad'afīn),even when their leaders have abandoned them.
To my children and their generation,that they may learn from the failures documented in these pagesand build a future grounded in Islamic principlesrather than political expediency.
And to the memory of the millions of Muslimswho suffered and perished during this era of decline—the children of Iraq who died under sanctions,the victims of sectarian violence,the refugees of Syria, Yemen, and Palestine,the martyrs of Gaza.
May this work contribute, however modestly,to the recovery of Muslim political independence and moral dignity.
"Indeed, Allah will not change the condition of a peopleuntil they change what is in themselves." 
— The Holy Qur'an, 13:11

      

    



  	
        
            
            "This book chronicles a decline, but it is written in the service of revival.
Between 1991 and 2025, I witnessed the Muslim world's steady retreat from political independence—not through military conquest, but through the abandonment of the very principles Muslims claimed as their foundation. I watched as leaders who invoked Islam in their speeches violated Islamic law in their policies. I saw nations that proclaimed solidarity with the oppressed abandon the Palestinians for weapons deals and economic benefits. I observed rulers who claimed to defend the faith prioritize regime survival over Islamic principles of justice, consultation, and protecting the vulnerable.
What pained me most was not the power of external forces—all empires are powerful—but the weakness of internal conviction. Muslim nations possessed resources, population, strategic geography, and a rich intellectual heritage grounded in divine guidance. What they lacked was not capability but will—the moral courage to uphold their stated principles even at cost.
I write this work as a Muslim addressing fellow Muslims, applying the Qur'anic standards and prophetic example to our collective political behavior. This is an exercise in self-examination, not an attempt to blame others. The Qur'an is explicit: "Indeed, Allah will not change the condition of a people until they change what is in themselves" (13:11). If we seek to understand our decline, we must look inward first.
This book asks uncomfortable questions. Why did Muslim governments facilitate the 2003 invasion of Iraq, which killed hundreds of thousands of Muslims, based on lies about weapons of mass destruction? Why did Arab nations remain silent as 500,000 Iraqi children died under sanctions? Why did they normalize relations with Israel without securing Palestinian statehood, breaking seventy years of collective commitment? Why did they accept a peace plan in 2025 designed by others, with a foreign president chairing the oversight board?
The answer is found not in Western power—which has always existed—but in the systematic violation of Islamic governance principles by Muslim leaders. Authoritarian rule replaced consultation (shūrā). Economic dependency superseded self-reliance. Sectarian hatred destroyed community unity (ummah). Corruption undermined state capacity. The result was political subordination disguised as pragmatism.
Yet I write with hope, because the same principles that were abandoned can be recovered. The Qur'an and Sunnah remain; they have not changed. What is required is the courage to apply them: establishing accountable governance, achieving economic integration among Muslim nations, transcending sectarian divisions, fighting corruption as a religious obligation, and prioritizing justice ('adl) over convenience.
To younger readers: You inherit a Muslim world in decline, but history teaches that decline is not destiny. Previous generations of Muslims faced greater challenges and overcame them through returning to foundational principles while engaging the modern world with confidence. You can do the same.
To Muslim leaders: Political power is a sacred trust (amānah), not personal property. You will be questioned about it. Choose now whether you will be remembered as those who maintained dignity and independence or as those who traded Islamic principles for fleeting material benefits.
To non-Muslim readers: This work offers insight into why Muslim peoples often feel alienated from their governments. It explains the gap between official policies and public opinion in Muslim societies. Understanding this internal crisis is essential for anyone seeking to engage the Muslim world constructively.
I make no claim to have all answers. I am a scholar documenting a transformation and offering analysis grounded in Islamic principles and historical evidence. If this work contributes even modestly to Muslim self-awareness and the recovery of political independence grounded in Islamic ethics, it will have fulfilled its purpose.
May Allah accept this effort and guide us all to truth and justice."
 
— Dr. Naim Tahir Baig 
Jumādā al-Ākhirah 1447 / December 2025
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By Dr. Naim Tahir Baig
Author, Scholar & Strategic Analyst
Ph.D. in International Relations



In my years of researching international relations, geopolitical dynamics, and Islamic governance, I have observed how the Muslim world's trajectory has shifted dramatically from the optimism of the early 1990s to the stark realities of 2025. This book represents perhaps my most challenging intellectual undertaking—a comprehensive analysis that required me to confront uncomfortable truths about the decline of Muslim political independence over a 34-year period.

As someone who has authored over 100 published works on international relations, Middle Eastern affairs, strategic studies, and Islamic scholarship, I approached this project with both scholarly rigor and profound personal concern. My background in political analysis and geopolitical strategy, combined with my engagement with Islamic scholarship and comparative religious studies, positioned me to examine this decline through a unique lens—one that applies authentic Islamic principles as the measuring standard for Muslim nations' conduct, rather than merely echoing Western critiques or defending indefensible policies.

The genesis of this book came from a simple but disturbing observation: How did Muslim nations move from collective rejection of Israeli normalization as consensus in 1991 to open embrace of it without Palestinian statehood in 2020-2025? This question haunted me for years as I watched each incremental betrayal unfold—from the silent complicity during Iraq's sanctions decade to active cooperation in the 2003 invasion, from the contradictory responses to the Arab Spring to the complete capitulation represented by the Abraham Accords and Trump's 20-Point Plan.

What distinguishes this work from conventional political analysis is its methodological commitment to Islamic ethical principles as the primary framework for evaluation. Too often, discussions of Muslim world politics either adopt secular Western frameworks that dismiss Islamic values as irrelevant, or resort to emotional rhetoric that substitutes religious sentiment for rigorous analysis. This book charts a different course. It grounds its critique in adl (justice), shura (consultation), covenant-keeping, unity of the ummah, and protection of the vulnerable—principles drawn from the Qur'an and authenticated Hadith traditions.

In my academic career, which has included extensive publication on South Asian geopolitics, Middle Eastern conflicts, intelligence and security studies, and contemporary Islamic political thought, I have learned that the most difficult truths to articulate are those that require self-criticism. This book applies Islamic standards most rigorously to Muslim leaders precisely because they claim Islamic legitimacy. When rulers invoke Islam rhetorically while violating its fundamental principles practically, they commit the very nifaq (hypocrisy) that the Qur'an condemns most severely.

The research for this volume required examining thousands of primary sources: UN Security Council resolutions, Arab League communiqués, declassified diplomatic cables, parliamentary debates, official treaties, economic data, casualty statistics, and settlement expansion figures. Every factual claim is documented with credible sources. Every Qur'anic verse is contextualized. Every Hadith citation is authenticated. This methodological rigor is non-negotiable because the gravity of the charges demands evidence that can withstand scrutiny.

The book's structure follows a chronological progression that reveals the cumulative nature of decline. Each chapter examines a critical juncture where Muslim nations faced choices between upholding Islamic principles and pursuing short-term material or political interests. The pattern that emerges is consistent and damning: at nearly every decision point, Muslim nations chose regime survival and economic advantage over justice, betrayed covenants for weapons deals, abandoned the oppressed for normalized relations with oppressors, and prioritized sectarian divisions over ummah unity.

Chapter 1 establishes the Islamic ethical framework—justice (adl), unity (ummah), protection of the weak (mustad'afin), covenant-keeping, consultation (shura), and accountability. These six principles, drawn from Qur'anic commands and Prophetic guidance, serve as the measuring standard for all subsequent analysis.

Chapters 2 through 10 document the steady erosion of political independence through specific historical episodes: from Desert Storm's revelation of Muslim military dependency (1991), through the criminal silence during Iraq's sanctions decade (1991-2003), to the Oslo process's gradual normalization (1993-2000), culminating in active complicity in the 2003 invasion, Saddam's execution without Islamic due process (2006), the Arab Spring's failure despite initial promise (2011-2013), the ISIS catastrophe that revealed complete moral bankruptcy (2014-2017), the Abraham Accords' open betrayal (2020), and finally Trump's 20-Point Plan where Muslims accept subordinate status in managing their own regional affairs (2025).

Chapter 11 analyzes root causes—the absence of shura-based governance, economic dependency, sectarian divisions, corruption, and intellectual stagnation. This chapter argues that decline resulted primarily from internal failures, not merely external pressure. Muslim nations made choices that consistently prioritized authoritarian regime survival over Islamic principles.

Chapter 12 offers solutions grounded in authentic Islamic governance principles: establishing genuine shura, fighting corruption, reforming education, achieving economic independence, transcending sectarian divisions, and engaging with the world from a position of dignity rather than subordination. Recovery is possible, but only through fundamental internal reform.

Several aspects of this book require explicit acknowledgment:

First, this is not an anti-Western polemic. Western powers have pursued their interests—as all powers do. The failure lies with Muslim nations that chose not to pursue theirs, or defined their interests in ways that violated Islamic principles. American pressure existed, but Muslim nations' compliance was a choice, not inevitability. Turkey's parliament voted against the 2003 Iraq invasion, proving resistance was possible.

Second, this book does not romanticize any Muslim leader or regime. Saddam Hussein violated Islamic law through mass murder and chemical weapons use. His crimes are documented without qualification. Yet acknowledging his criminality doesn't justify the illegal invasion, occupation, sanctions regime, or flawed trial process. Justice requires consistent principles, not selective application based on political convenience.

Third, the book rejects conspiracy theories and simplistic narratives. The Muslim world's decline cannot be blamed on imaginary plots or external scheming. The evidence shows that Muslim nations failed at specific, documented decision points where they had agency and could have chosen differently. Conspiracy theories absolve Muslims of responsibility for their own failures.

Fourth, sectarianism receives special critique because it directly violates Islamic commands for unity. When Muslim nations funded opposite sides of Muslim civil wars in Syria, Yemen, and Iraq, they committed one of the gravest violations of Islamic brotherhood. The Qur'an's command to "hold firmly to the rope of Allah all together and do not become divided" (3:103) applies regardless of whether one follows Sunni or Shia jurisprudence.

Fifth, the Palestinian cause serves as the central case study not because Palestinians are more important than other oppressed Muslims (Uyghurs, Rohingya, Kashmiris all deserve support), but because Palestine was the issue on which Muslim nations staked their collective credibility for 70 years, then abandoned at the moment of greatest need. The betrayal revealed that if Muslim nations won't uphold principles for Palestinians—refugees, occupied, dispossessed—they won't uphold them for anyone.

Sixth, this book addresses Muslim audiences first. Non-Muslims seeking to understand Muslim world politics may find valuable insights, but the primary intended readers are Muslims who must confront how far their nations have fallen from Islamic principles. As the Qur'an states: "Indeed, Allah will not change the condition of a people until they change what is in themselves" (13:11). External analysis matters less than internal reform.

Seventh, the solutions proposed are realistic, not utopian. The book does not call for recreating the Caliphate or abolishing nation-states. It argues for coordination among sovereign nations based on Islamic principles—similar to how the European Union enables cooperation without merger. Muslim nations numbering 1.8 billion people with vast resources could achieve political independence if they chose unity over division, principles over expediency, and accountability over authoritarianism.

Throughout my career as an international relations scholar, I have analyzed numerous cases of great power politics, regional conflicts, and strategic competition. Yet few topics have moved me as deeply as the subject of this book. To witness Muslim nations—inheritors of a civilization that once led the world in science, philosophy, governance, and justice—reduced to client states implementing policies designed by others, accepting frameworks that violate their stated values, and abandoning the oppressed in exchange for weapons and investments, represents a civilizational tragedy.

The research process often left me emotionally exhausted. Reading transcripts of Arab League meetings during Iraq's sanctions era, where half a million children died while Muslim nations remained silent; examining the Abraham Accords' text, where Palestinian statehood became conditional on Israeli approval without enforcement mechanisms; analyzing Trump's 20-Point Plan, where a non-Muslim American president chairs the "Board of Peace" managing Palestinian-Israeli affairs while Muslim nations provide money but not leadership—each of these required confronting the depth of moral collapse.

Yet the book ends with hope, not despair. Islamic history demonstrates that civilizations can recover from even catastrophic decline. The Mongol destruction of Baghdad (1258) seemed to spell Islam's end, yet the religion and civilization not only survived but flourished. The colonial period subjected nearly all Muslim lands to European domination, yet independence was eventually achieved. The current crisis of Muslim political independence, though severe, is not necessarily permanent.

Recovery requires three prerequisites: First, honest diagnosis of the problem without defensive denial or conspiracy theories. Second, commitment to Islamic principles in practice, not just rhetoric. Third, political will to implement fundamental reforms even when costly in the short term.

This book provides the diagnosis. Muslims must supply the commitment and will.

As I complete this preface in November 2025, the situation continues to deteriorate. Trump's 20-Point Plan implementation proceeds with Muslim nations compliant, Palestinians' voices marginalized in decisions affecting their future, and no collective Muslim response visible. Yet this makes the book's message more urgent, not less relevant. Every day of continued decline makes recovery more difficult but not impossible.

I write as a scholar committed to truth, a Muslim accountable to Islamic principles, a Pakistani aware of my own nation's failures in these matters, and a human being disturbed by injustice wherever it occurs. If this book contributes to honest self-examination within Muslim societies, sparks serious discussion about the necessity of shura-based governance, or motivates even a few readers to demand better from their leaders, it will have served its purpose.

The Qur'an asks: "Do they not reflect upon the Qur'an, or are there locks upon their hearts?" (47:24). This book is an extended reflection on what Islamic principles require in international relations and governance, and why Muslim nations have locked those principles away behind the walls of rhetoric while abandoning them in practice.

To my academic colleagues in international relations, Islamic studies, and Middle Eastern affairs: I welcome rigorous critique of the arguments presented here. Every claim is documented; every interpretation is open to scholarly debate. Where I have erred in fact or judgment, I expect correction. Where evidence supports the conclusions, I hope for honest engagement rather than defensive dismissal.

To Muslim readers: I acknowledge this book may anger those who prefer comfortable narratives about Muslim victimhood or who see any criticism of Muslim leaders as betrayal. But the Prophet Muhammad ﷺ himself was harshest in criticizing his own community when it deviated from divine guidance. Following that prophetic model, this book applies Islamic standards most rigorously to Muslims because Islamic principles matter most for Muslims' conduct.

To non-Muslim readers: This book is not seeking your approval or attempting to present Islam in terms acceptable to Western sensibilities. It applies Islamic principles to judge Muslim conduct. You may disagree with those principles, but intellectual honesty requires understanding that Muslims who claim Islamic identity must be judged by Islamic standards, not by secular Western frameworks.

To Palestinian readers: I acknowledge that no book can capture the full weight of your suffering or the magnitude of the betrayal you have experienced. This work attempts to document how those who claimed for decades to stand with you abandoned you for weapons, trade deals, and diplomatic recognition. Your cause remains just, and Islamic principles still demand justice for you, regardless of how many Muslim nations have betrayed those principles.

To young Muslims seeking guidance: You inherit a Muslim world less politically independent than any generation since colonialism. But you also inherit Islamic principles that, if applied with sincerity and courage, could restore dignity and independence. The choice between continuing the current path of decline or beginning the difficult work of recovery rests with your generation.

A note on methodology: This book cites Qur'anic verses in translation (primarily using reliable English translations cross-referenced with classical tafsir), Hadith from authenticated collections (Sahih Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, and other reliable sources), classical Islamic jurisprudence (fiqh), and contemporary Islamic scholarship. Historical and political claims are documented with primary sources, official documents, credible news sources, academic studies, and statistical data from international organizations. The citation format follows the Chicago Manual of Style (18th edition) with footnotes providing full source documentation.

I take full responsibility for any errors of fact or interpretation. Where evidence has been misrepresented or conclusions drawn without sufficient support, I welcome correction and commit to acknowledging such errors publicly.

This book represents years of research, reflection, and painful confrontation with uncomfortable truths. It is offered in the spirit of naseeha (sincere counsel)—the Islamic obligation to advise fellow Muslims toward better conduct. The Prophet ﷺ stated: "Religion is sincere counsel." When asked "To whom?" he replied: "To Allah, His Book, His Messenger, and to the leaders of the Muslims and their common folk."

May Allah guide us to truth, give us courage to acknowledge our failures, and grant us wisdom to chart a better course. May this work contribute, however modestly, to Muslim communities' reflection on how to recover political independence while upholding Islamic principles. And may future historians record that Muslims of this generation chose dignity over humiliation, principles over expediency, and justice over convenience.



Dr. Naim Tahir Baig
November 26, 2025
PDS&CE, Pakistan
Contact:
Cell/WhatsApp: +923417007400
Email: naimthairbaig@gmail.com
website: www.naimthairbaig.com
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Chapter 1

Islamic Principles of Statecraft and Justice
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1.1 Introduction: The Question

On August 13, 2020, the United Arab Emirates announced full diplomatic normalization with Israel. Within months, Bahrain, Sudan, and Morocco followed suit—agreements collectively known as the Abraham Accords.¹ These nations opened embassies, established direct flights, launched trade partnerships, and signed security cooperation agreements with Israel. What made these developments historically significant was not merely that Arab states recognized Israel, but rather what they abandoned in the process: the Palestinian people remained under occupation, without a state, without sovereignty, and without the most basic guarantees of self-determination.

Compare this to the world of 1991. In that year, no Arab state maintained diplomatic relations with Israel. Egypt, which had normalized relations in 1979, had been suspended from the Arab League for a decade as punishment.² The consensus across the Muslim world was clear and unshakeable: normalization with Israel could occur only after a just resolution of the Palestinian question. The Arab Peace Initiative of 2002 codified this principle formally, offering full normalization to Israel in exchange for complete withdrawal from occupied territories, establishment of a Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its capital, and a just solution to the refugee issue.³

How did we arrive at this moment? How did Muslim nations move from rejecting Israeli normalization as an unbreakable consensus in 1991 to openly embracing it without Palestinian statehood by 2020? More importantly, what happened in the thirty-four years between Saddam Hussein's execution in 2006 and Donald Trump's unveiling of his twenty-point plan for Gaza in 2025 that transformed the political landscape so completely?

This book argues that what occurred over these three and a half decades was not merely a shift in foreign policy, but rather a comprehensive decline in Muslim political independence. This decline manifested most visibly in the Palestinian issue, but its roots run much deeper—extending into the fundamental abandonment of Islamic governance principles that once guided Muslim nations, however imperfectly.

The central thesis is straightforward: Muslim nations lost their political independence primarily because they abandoned the Islamic ethical principles they claimed to uphold. This is not a book about the decline of military power, though that plays a role. It is not primarily about Western imperialism, though that too is relevant. Rather, it is an examination of internal failures—of how Muslim nations violated the very principles established in the Qur'an and Sunnah regarding justice, unity, protection of the vulnerable, covenant-keeping, and consultation.

The Methodology

This analysis rests on a specific methodological foundation: we will judge all actors—Muslim and non-Muslim alike—by Islamic principles of justice, integrity, and governance. This approach differs from much contemporary political analysis in three important ways.

First, it is self-critical. The harshest scrutiny will be applied not to Western powers or Israel, but to Muslim nations themselves. The Qur'an commands believers to stand for justice "even if it be against yourselves or parents and relatives."⁴ If we claim Islam as our guiding framework, we must apply its standards most rigorously to ourselves.

Second, this analysis is practical rather than utopian. The goal is not to argue for some ideal "Islamic state" that exists only in theory. Rather, the focus remains on what Muslim nations could have done differently within the realm of realistic possibility. Each chapter will examine not just what happened, but what alternatives existed and why they were not pursued.

Third, this approach is evidence-based. Every claim about historical events, statistics, or policy decisions must be documented with credible sources. The Islamic principles discussed are not abstract theories but concrete commandments from the Qur'an and authentic hadith, interpreted according to established Islamic jurisprudence.

What This Book Is Not

Before proceeding, several clarifications are necessary. This book does not argue for the restoration of a historical Caliphate. It does not claim that Islam provides detailed blueprints for modern economic systems or governmental structures. It does not portray any Muslim leader or nation as heroes or victims deserving uncritical support.

Neither is this an anti-Western polemic. Western powers have pursued their interests—often ruthlessly—as major powers throughout history have always done. To blame them for pursuing their advantage is to misunderstand the nature of power politics. The question is not why Western nations acted in their interests, but why Muslim nations failed to act in accordance with their stated principles.

Structure of the Book

Following this introductory chapter, which establishes the Islamic ethical framework for analysis, the book proceeds chronologically through the major events and decisions that marked the descent from limited independence in 1991 to complete client status by 2025. Chapter 2 examines Operation Desert Storm as the baseline—the last moment when Muslim nations exercised any meaningful political agency, however flawed. Subsequent chapters trace the sanctions on Iraq, the Oslo peace process, the 2003 invasion, Saddam's execution, the Arab Spring, the rise of ISIS, the Abraham Accords, and finally Trump's twenty-point plan.

Chapter 11 analyzes the root causes of this decline, focusing particularly on the crisis of Islamic governance—the abandonment of shura (consultation), the acceptance of authoritarianism, the corruption that weakens state capacity, and the sectarian divisions that make unity impossible. The final chapter offers practical solutions grounded in Islamic principles, demonstrating that recovery remains possible if Muslim nations return to the foundational values they claim to uphold.

The Islamic Framework

What makes this analysis distinctly Islamic rather than merely political is the framework through which events are judged. Six core principles drawn from the Qur'an and Sunnah provide the measuring standard for evaluating the actions of Muslim nations over these thirty-four years:

	Justice ('Adl): The fundamental requirement to uphold fairness and equity in all dealings, domestic and international

	Unity of the Ummah: The obligation of mutual support and solidarity among Muslims

	Protection of the Weak (Mustad'afin): Special responsibility toward the vulnerable, oppressed, and dispossessed

	Covenant-Keeping: The absolute requirement to fulfill commitments and honor agreements

	Shura (Consultation) and Accountability: The necessity of consultative governance and leaders answerable to their people

	Truthfulness and Integrity: The prohibition against hypocrisy (nifaq)—saying one thing while doing another


These are not new inventions or radical interpretations. They represent established Islamic jurisprudence, recognized across schools of thought, and practiced (however imperfectly) throughout Islamic history. The tragedy of the past three decades is not that Muslim nations lacked knowledge of these principles—every leader could quote the relevant verses—but that they systematically violated them while continuing to invoke Islam rhetorically.

1.2 Justice ('Adl): The Foundation

In Islamic jurisprudence, justice ('adl) stands as perhaps the most fundamental principle after the testimony of faith itself. The Qur'an returns to this concept repeatedly, in various forms and contexts, establishing it as an absolute requirement that admits no exception or compromise.

The Qur'anic Imperative

The command for justice appears in the Qur'an with particular force: "Indeed, Allah commands justice and good conduct and giving to relatives and forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded."⁵ This verse, from Surah An-Nahl (16:90), is recited in Friday sermons across the Muslim world, making it among the most frequently repeated Qur'anic injunctions. The pairing of justice ('adl) with excellence (ihsan) indicates that mere fairness is the baseline—the minimum expected—while going beyond to generosity and forgiveness represents the higher aspiration.

But the Qur'an does not stop at general exhortations. It specifies exactly how justice must be upheld: "O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in justice, witnesses for Allah, even if it be against yourselves or parents and relatives. Whether one is rich or poor, Allah is more worthy of both. So follow not [personal] inclination, lest you not be just. And if you distort [your testimony] or refuse [to give it], then indeed Allah is ever, with what you do, Acquainted."⁶

This verse (4:135) establishes several critical principles. First, justice requires active commitment—one must "stand firm" for it. Second, the obligation extends even to cases where justice works against one's own interests, family, or close relations. Third, economic status cannot influence the application of justice—the rights of the poor and rich must be equally protected. Fourth, even subtle distortions of truth or refusal to testify truthfully constitute violations. Finally, Allah's knowledge of all actions means that no one escapes accountability for injustice, even if they escape human detection.

Justice in Islamic Statecraft

Classical Islamic scholars understood that justice in governance extended beyond individual conduct to encompass the entire apparatus of state power. Al-Mawardi, in his seminal work Al-Ahkam al-Sultaniyyah (The Ordinances of Government), established that the primary duty of the ruler was to implement justice and prevent oppression.⁷ This was not optional or discretionary; it was the very purpose for which political authority existed.

The implications for international relations are profound. If justice is an absolute requirement in individual conduct, it cannot suddenly become optional when dealing with other nations or peoples. The Qur'an explicitly rejects the notion that justice applies only within one's own community: "O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm for Allah, witnesses in justice, and do not let the hatred of a people prevent you from being just. Be just; that is nearer to righteousness. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah is Acquainted with what you do."⁸

This verse (5:8) directly addresses a temptation that remains all too relevant: the inclination to abandon justice when dealing with enemies or those we dislike. The command is unequivocal—even hatred of another people cannot justify injustice toward them. In fact, the verse suggests that maintaining justice in such difficult circumstances brings one closer to true piety.

Application to the Palestinian Question

When we apply this principle of justice to the Palestinian situation, certain conclusions become unavoidable. The Palestinians are a people living under military occupation now entering its seventh decade. They cannot control their borders, their airspace, their natural resources, or their economic policy. They face systematic restrictions on movement, arbitrary detention without trial, home demolitions, and periodic military assaults.⁹ These are facts documented by international human rights organizations, United Nations agencies, and Israeli human rights groups themselves.

From an Islamic ethical standpoint, this situation demands a response grounded in justice. The Palestinians fit clearly into the category of the oppressed (mustad'afin)—a category we will examine in detail shortly. They have been deprived of their land, displaced from their homes, denied self-determination, and subjected to ongoing injustice for more than seventy years.

The Islamic obligation in such circumstances is not complicated: stand with the oppressed, demand justice for them, and work toward ending their oppression. This does not require hatred of Israelis, nor does it necessitate endless conflict. But it does require recognition of the fundamental injustice and a commitment to addressing it.

What makes the actions of Muslim nations over the past three decades so troubling from an Islamic perspective is not that they failed to militarily liberate Palestine—that might have been beyond their capacity. Rather, it is that they actively abandoned the Palestinians, normalized relations with their occupiers while the occupation continued, and prioritized their own economic and security interests over the demands of justice.

Justice Cannot Be Deferred

One common argument offered in defense of normalization is that engaging with Israel will somehow help Palestinians in the long run—that dialogue and economic cooperation will create conditions for eventual peace. This argument fails the test of Islamic justice on multiple grounds.

First, it asks the oppressed to wait for justice while their oppressors are rewarded. The Palestinians are told to be patient while the nations that claimed to support them sign arms deals and trade agreements with Israel. This is not justice deferred; it is justice denied.

Second, it treats justice as a bargaining chip rather than an absolute requirement. The Islamic principle is clear: justice is not contingent on convenience or benefit. One does not determine whether to be just based on a cost-benefit analysis. Justice is demanded regardless of the consequences.

Third, the historical record demonstrates the falseness of this claim. Since the Abraham Accords were signed in 2020, the situation for Palestinians has not improved. Settlements continue to expand, restrictions remain in place, and Israeli government officials openly declare opposition to Palestinian statehood.¹⁰ The promise that normalization would help Palestinians has been revealed as a pretext rather than a genuine intention.

From the Islamic perspective, this represents a fundamental failure to uphold justice. Muslim nations had leverage—the possibility of normalization was valuable to Israel. Rather than using this leverage to demand justice for the Palestinians, they gave it away for weapons systems, economic partnerships, and political favor from the United States. This prioritization of material gain over justice directly violates the Qur'anic command to stand for justice even when it requires sacrifice.

1.3 Unity of the Ummah

The concept of the ummah—the global Muslim community—represents one of Islam's most distinctive contributions to human social organization. It transcends the boundaries of ethnicity, language, nationality, and tribe, creating a bond based solely on shared faith and values. Understanding this concept correctly is essential for evaluating the failures of Muslim nations over the past three decades.

The Qur'anic Foundation

The Qur'an establishes the unity of believers as a fundamental characteristic of the Muslim community: "The believers are but brothers, so make settlement between your brothers. And fear Allah that you may receive mercy."¹¹ This verse (49:10) from Surah Al-Hujurat does not suggest or recommend brotherhood—it declares it as an established fact. The believers are brothers, whether they acknowledge it or not.

This brotherhood creates specific obligations. The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) explained: "The example of the believers in their affection, mercy, and compassion for each other is that of a body. When any limb aches, the whole body reacts with sleeplessness and fever."¹² This hadith, narrated in Sahih Muslim, illustrates that the ummah should function as an integrated organism. When one part suffers, the entire body should respond.

Another hadith emphasizes the practical implications: "The believers are like a structure, each supporting the other."¹³ The image is of a building where each brick strengthens and is strengthened by the others. Remove enough bricks, and the entire structure becomes unstable.

What Unity Does Not Mean

Before examining how this principle was violated, we must clarify what Islamic unity does not require. It does not demand political merger into a single Caliphate. It does not require abandoning national identities or local cultures. It does not mean blindly supporting Muslim leaders regardless of their actions. In fact, Islamic unity requires the opposite—holding Muslim leaders accountable when they violate Islamic principles.

Nor does unity of the ummah mean hostility toward non-Muslims. Islam permits treaties, trade, and peaceful coexistence with people of other faiths. The Prophet himself established treaties with non-Muslim tribes and communities.¹⁴ The unity of Muslims is about mutual support and coordination, not isolation or aggression.

What unity does require is solidarity on fundamental issues affecting Muslims worldwide, especially when fellow Muslims face oppression. It requires that Muslim nations not work against each other's legitimate interests. It requires coordination on matters of common concern, and collective responses to major challenges facing the ummah.

The Abandonment of Unity

Measured against these standards, the behavior of Muslim nations over the past three decades reveals a complete abandonment of unity. Consider these examples:

The Iraq Sanctions (1991-2003): Comprehensive economic sanctions imposed on Iraq led to a severe humanitarian crisis, with disputed claims about child mortality rates. Most Muslim nations fully complied with those sanctions despite documented humanitarian suffering.¹⁵ There was no collective effort to provide humanitarian aid regardless of international law. There was no coordination to use oil leverage to demand humanitarian exemptions. Each nation calculated its individual relationship with the United States and determined that compliance served its interests better than solidarity with Iraqis.

The 2003 Invasion: Multiple Muslim nations actively facilitated the invasion of Iraq by providing bases, overflight rights, and intelligence cooperation.¹⁶ Kuwait served as the primary staging ground. Gulf states provided essential facilities. Turkey, despite parliamentary opposition, allowed use of its bases. These actions directly violated the unity of the ummah—Muslim nations were helping to invade and occupy another Muslim country.

The Syrian Civil War: Rather than working together to resolve the conflict or provide humanitarian relief, Muslim nations took opposing sides based on sectarian and political calculations.¹⁷ Turkey, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia backed different rebel factions. Iran supported the Assad government. The conflict became a proxy war between Muslim powers, with Muslims funding opposite sides of a war that killed hundreds of thousands of Muslims.

The Abraham Accords: Perhaps most tellingly, when several Muslim nations normalized relations with Israel, they did so individually, in competition with each other, rather than collectively and with conditions. Each sought to gain advantage over the others by being first to make a deal. The Palestinians—fellow Muslims under occupation—were not consulted. Their interests were sacrificed to the national ambitions of individual states.

These examples demonstrate not merely the absence of unity, but its active violation. Muslim nations did not simply fail to cooperate; they worked against each other, facilitated harm to fellow Muslims, and prioritized relationships with non-Muslim powers over solidarity with the ummah.

The Prophetic Warning

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) warned specifically about the consequences of such fragmentation: "The nations will soon summon one another to attack you, just as people invite others to share a meal." Someone asked, "Will it be because of our small numbers?" He replied, "No, you will be numerous, but you will be like the foam on the sea, and Allah will remove from the hearts of your enemies the fear of you, and will place weakness (wahn) in your hearts." Someone asked, "What is this weakness?" He said, "Love of this world and hatred of death."¹⁸

This hadith, narrated in Sunan Abi Dawud, predicted precisely what has occurred. Muslim nations are numerous—nearly two billion Muslims across more than fifty Muslim-majority countries. They possess tremendous wealth, particularly from oil and gas resources. They control strategic territories and waterways. Yet they have become "like foam on the sea"—numerous but powerless, visible but without substance.

The diagnosis is particularly relevant: love of this world (dunya) and hatred of death. Muslim nations have prioritized material comfort, economic development, regime survival, and favorable relations with powerful non-Muslim states over the principles that would require sacrifice. They fear losing their privileges, their wealth, their security arrangements. This fear has paralyzed them, making them incapable of principled action even when the costs of standing for principle would be manageable.

1.4 Protection of the Weak (Mustad'afin)

Among the distinctive features of Islamic ethics is the special emphasis placed on protecting and supporting the vulnerable. This is not merely recommended as charity, but established as a fundamental obligation. The Qur'an uses the term mustad'afin—those deemed weak, oppressed, or vulnerable—to designate a category of people deserving particular attention and support.

The Qur'anic Command

The most direct and powerful verse on this subject appears in Surah An-Nisa: "And what is [the matter] with you that you fight not in the cause of Allah and [for] the oppressed among men, women, and children who say, 'Our Lord, take us out of this city of oppressive people and appoint for us from Yourself a protector and appoint for us from Yourself a helper'?"¹⁹

This verse (4:75) was revealed in the context of Muslims still trapped in Makkah after the Prophet's migration to Madinah, suffering persecution for their faith.²⁰ But the principle it establishes extends far beyond that historical context. It makes striving for the cause of Allah synonymous with coming to the aid of the oppressed—men, women, and children who cry out for deliverance from injustice.

The verse does something remarkable: it questions those who do not act to help the oppressed. "What is the matter with you?" The implication is that standing with the mustad'afin should be the natural, expected response of believers. Failure to do so requires explanation and justification. It is the inaction, not the action, that stands condemned.

Who Are the Mustad'afin?

Classical Islamic scholars identified several characteristics of this category. Al-Qurtubi, in his tafsir, explained that mustad'afin are those who lack the power to defend themselves, who are subjected to oppression, who are vulnerable to exploitation, and who cannot escape their circumstances without assistance.²¹ This includes, but is not limited to:

	Refugees displaced from their homes

	People living under foreign occupation

	Communities subjected to systematic discrimination

	Orphans and widows without support

	The elderly and disabled who lack care

	Those imprisoned unjustly


The Palestinians clearly fit this description. They are refugees—millions displaced from their homes and living in camps for generations.²² They live under military occupation, unable to control their own affairs. They face systematic discrimination in access to land, water, and freedom of movement. They have limited means to defend themselves against the military power arrayed against them.

From an Islamic ethical standpoint, the obligation toward the Palestinians is not a matter of political alignment or ethnic solidarity. It stems from this fundamental Islamic principle: Muslims must stand with the mustad'afin, the oppressed and vulnerable, whoever they may be.

The Prophet's Example

The Prophet Muhammad's (peace be upon him) entire life exemplified concern for the vulnerable. Before receiving revelation, he was known for helping orphans, feeding the poor, and standing against injustice in Makkan society. After establishing the Muslim community in Madinah, he instituted systematic protections for the weak.

Zakat—obligatory charity—was established with eight specific categories of recipients, most of whom were vulnerable: the poor, the destitute, those in debt, travelers, and those whose hearts needed reconciliation.²³ The Prophet emphasized that caring for orphans was among the highest deeds. He established the rights of women at a time when they had none. He freed slaves and encouraged their emancipation.

In one particularly relevant hadith, the Prophet stated: "Beware of the supplication of the oppressed, for there is no barrier between it and Allah."²⁴ This means that even if the oppressed person is a non-Muslim or a sinner, their prayer against injustice reaches Allah without obstruction. This should give pause to anyone considering abandoning the oppressed for political convenience.

The Betrayal of This Principle

When we examine the actions of Muslim nations regarding Palestine through this lens, the failure becomes stark. The Palestinians are textbook examples of the mustad'afin—oppressed, vulnerable, unable to help themselves. They have been calling out for support for more than seventy years. The Qur'an asks, "What is the matter with you that you fight not... for the oppressed?"

Yet Muslim nations have progressively abandoned them. During the Oslo process of the 1990s, Arab states used the peace process as an excuse to reduce support.²⁵ After 2001, many Muslim countries cooperated with American "War on Terror" policies that treated Palestinian resistance as terrorism. The Abraham Accords of 2020 represented the culmination—open normalization with Israel while Palestinians remained under occupation, dispossessed, and powerless.

The standard justifications fail Islamic ethical scrutiny:

"We are engaging to help them" — But the engagement involved no conditions for Palestinian benefit, and the situation has worsened since normalization.

"The Palestinian leadership is corrupt" — This may be true, but the obligation is toward the Palestinian people, not their leaders. One does not abandon the oppressed because their leaders are flawed.

"We have our own interests to pursue" — The Islamic principle does not permit abandoning the mustad'afin for material benefit. This is precisely the kind of calculation Islam forbids.

"We are too weak to help" — But the actions taken were not expressions of weakness. These were active choices to normalize relations, sign trade deals, and establish security cooperation—all while maintaining that Palestinians should simply accept whatever terms were offered.

The Broader Failure

The abandonment of Palestinians is not the only failure to protect the mustad'afin, though it is the most visible. Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar faced genocide while most Muslim nations remained silent.²⁶ Uyghurs in China suffer systematic oppression, yet Muslim countries with close economic ties to China refuse to speak out.²⁷ Syrian refugees, Iraqi refugees, and Somali refugees have often been turned away by wealthy Muslim nations.

This pattern reveals a fundamental abandonment of Islamic principles. The mustad'afin have become expendable when protecting them conflicts with economic interests, security arrangements, or political convenience. This represents not just a policy failure, but a moral collapse.

1.5 Covenant-Keeping and Trustworthiness

Islam places extraordinary emphasis on fulfilling commitments, keeping promises, and honoring agreements. This principle, known as amanah (trustworthiness) and wafa' bil-'ahd (fulfilling covenants), is so fundamental that the Qur'an repeatedly presents it as a defining characteristic of true believers versus hypocrites.

The Qur'anic Foundation

The command to fulfill obligations appears at the very beginning of Surah Al-Ma'idah: "O you who have believed, fulfill [all] contracts."²⁸ The verse is brief and absolute—there are no exceptions listed, no qualifications offered. Believers must





























	Leaders must consult: Those in authority cannot simply impose decisions without seeking input from those affected.

	Major decisions require broad consultation: Particularly for matters affecting the entire community, consultation must extend beyond a small circle.

	People have the right to advise and question: Consultation is meaningless if people cannot speak freely and honestly.

	Leaders are accountable: Those who govern must answer for their decisions and can be removed if they violate trust or Islamic principles.

	Transparency is required: People cannot properly advise on matters they know nothing about.
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