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FOREWORD

The British pub isn’t just a place to consume alcohol. Such places exist in pretty much any country you go to, but when people from those countries visit Britain, they head straight for the pub to get a fix of what they can’t get at home. They can get beer and other drinks. So, what are they missing? You could quite happily sit in a pub and muse all day on this.

But if there’s one thing better than a pub, it’s a pub crawl.

Imagine being in a pub, mid-afternoon on a Saturday. The sun shines in and picks out dust motes in the air. The beer is tasty. There’s something good on the juke box. The atmosphere is warm in that way only pubs can be – it feels like home, but out at the same time.

It’s perfect. You could stay here all day.

But you think: ‘Hmm . . . time to move on. There might be a pub that’s even better just down the road.’

This isn’t FOMO. This is the questing, visionary spirit that led our ancestors to climb mountains, cross deserts and map vast oceans. It’s a noble thing that you do.

Drink beer and you can visit quite a few pubs on your session. Grab a half in each one rather than a pint, and you can visit even more. The pub crawl reveals that while good pubs have many characteristics in common, sharing format and function, each one is subtly different from the last. Go to a branded chain and every branch is identical – that’s the point. You know what you’re getting.

It’s fascinating to think that even when pubs have the same name – the hundreds of Red Lions across the country, for example – each one has a different story, different myths and legends. Pubs are mainly about people, not pints. An independent pub landlord imprints their personality on the place. Sometimes, that personality stays in place long after they’ve gone. Vibes gather in sedimentary layers. With a well-developed pubby sixth sense borne of years of dedicated research, in a good pub, you can feel them as soon as you walk in.

There’s always an element of risk of course – that’s the flipside of pubs not being uniform and consistent. But in this book, someone else has taken that risk for you. Thomas has pulled together crawls that are guaranteed to consist of nothing but excellent pubs. Isn’t that nice of him? Selfless. You should buy him a pint if you ever spot him in one of the excellent pubs he’s featured here.

Cheers!

Pete Brown

https://petebrown.net

@petebrownbeer




ABOUT THIS BOOK

Having spent the last sixteen years arranging pub crawls for my friends and family, I like to think I have learned something along the way. This book is a tribute to all the pubs, taverns, inns, and anywhere else that personally served me a pint.

While every effort has been made to ensure its accuracy at the time of print, there may be subsequent name changes, rebranding, or, worse, a pub may have ceased trading.

Among the facts, I have shared what I thought of the pub when I last visited, along with some memories and sometimes special quirks or features to look out for.

There are always more pubs to visit and, while I try to share the most interesting, each route is planned more for the enjoyment of an entire route that covers a fascinating area.

I have not made any commercial agreements to endorse any particular pub over another and sadly I miss out, or walk past, great pubs all the time – usually just to ensure the route is spaced out enough for people to sufficiently sober up between pubs and explore as much of the area as possible.

I would also like to offer a challenge to anybody who would like to make their crawls even boozier: take a shot at every pub that mentions Charles Dickens as a patron. The man was as prolific a drinker as he was a writer, it seems.

This book has no rules and is merely a guide for you and your loved ones to explore the area and pubs within. If you pass a pub that looks good, then pop in – you never know what you might find!




PREFACE

As a young lad, many of my happiest Sundays were spent playing in a sunny beer garden, sneaking a cheeky mouthful of ale from my dad’s pint and enjoying one of Mrs Lewis’s pickled eggs.

When we moved to London in the early ’80s we always took every opportunity to explore the sights of the city as a family – be that shows on at the West End or museums.

Since then, I have always been proud and passionate about the culture and history of London. A not insignificant part of that being the enjoyment of a flat, warm pint with friends after work on a Thursday or after sightseeing with family at the weekend.

One day, I had the genius idea of holding a pub crawl with my friends at CAMRA’s Great British Beer Festival. As a bunch of twenty(ish)-year-olds from the suburbs, we had been used to visiting busy, overpriced London bars whenever there was a birthday, promotion or other such event to celebrate.

I wanted to find an alternative that would be cheaper than buying cans of lager in a nightclub, that avoided the pounding loud music of an awfully overpacked bar, and that allowed us to take in some of the historic pubs and surrounding landmarks of this city.

I started researching and was surprised at the sheer amount of history that had been surrounding me since my childhood, but that I had not known. Even in the most inauspicious places it was initially fairly easy to find old pubs of interest or ones that had cultural significance. And they all served real ales and were within easy walking distance of each other!

The first crawl took a group of around thirty friends through Soho and the backstreets, during a sunny Saturday afternoon. Despite the fact it was busy as we wandered through, everybody had a blast. The success meant that folks were soon asking when the next one would be.

Very quickly, the organisation ahead of the day and along the route became difficult to manage, and several friends stepped up to create ‘teams’. While there was never a formal competition, this made the route enjoyable as it was easy to split the teams across pubs, stay flexible with timings and avoid an unserviceable amount of people turning up at the bar at the same time. (Turns out bartenders don’t love it when you order thirty pints of lager at once. Oh, and some salt and vinegar crisps, please.)

Over the years, we have had as many as eighty people join us as we mooched around Westminster, Baker Street, Chancery Lane and along the river. We’ve taken in some iconic pubs such as Mayfair’s the Marlborough Head; a favourite of mine due to the subtle features like toilets hidden in the bookcases and booths made of coffins.

While we often fit in some more functional pubs for some cheap pub grub, the route predominantly covers historic venues such as the Princess Louise in Holborn – famed for its listed urinals!

The routes allow you to immerse yourself in history at venues including the birthplace of the dictionary, Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese, and spectacular Lord’s, the home of cricket.

Many of these pubs have stood for years, alongside iconic landmarks such as St Paul’s Cathedral, Downing Street, Trafalgar Square and Marble Arch; but despite London’s rich history, the crawl has taken in some of the more ‘trendy’ spots such as a pleasant stroll over Primrose Hill and Camden Town.

We have also seen some of the more modern installations such as the Tate, the London Eye and the Gherkin.

Alongside the rich history, the routes take in areas of particular cultural importance or regeneration such as Spitalfields Market by Brick Lane, Coal Drops Yard in King’s Cross or one of my very favourite walks along the South Bank.

At times, there have been challenges battling weekend tube closures or inconsistent weather. In 2009, we braved the shaking Millennium Bridge during a strong deluge.

Typically, the total route is under a couple of miles and the walking time between pubs is often just a few minutes, allowing for sufficient fresh air, and time to recover and maintain the energy and thirst for the next pint.

Many of the best times in life are spent laughing over a beer with friends, so I’m delighted to be able to share this selection of fascinating pubs that showcase some of the most iconic locations across the city.

Hopefully, you will enjoy these routes with friends and family, as much as we have over the years.
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Welcome to the fun of Historic Pub Crawls!






HISTORY OF PUB CRAWLS

Pubs are often at the heart of towns and cities; however, it was not until the late nineteenth century that the term ‘pub crawl’ came into use. Other variations, according to the Oxford English Dictionary, include ‘gin crawl’, ‘beer crawl’ and ‘bohemian death march’.

The term ‘pub crawl’ is both a noun and a verb, with The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English defining the noun as ‘a drinking session that moves from one licensed premises to the next, and so on’, and the verb as ‘to move in a group from one drinking establishment to the next, drinking at each’.

There’s a massive variety in how pub crawls operate. They can be structured, preorganised either by the group running them or sometimes by a nebulous figure at some point in history. Most universities have some form of ‘famous’ pub crawl that students routinely go on; often there is some associated legend of who came up with the crawl. I’ve had it on good authority that at the University of Birmingham the ‘Selly Oak Run’ is a staple enjoyed by many, and in Leeds the ‘Otley Run’ still puts students to the test.

Alternatively, they can be pretty unstructured and spontaneous. Friends can meet in one pub and decide over drinks where to go next. These can have any amount of pubs along the crawl, and can start and end anywhere. All you need to have for a pub crawl is people, pints and a few location changes.

Some of the more famous and most-organised events include the Monopoly Crawl which visits the twenty-six London streets and stations on the Monopoly board. Much like the game, it takes all day to complete. Attempted in board order, it begins south of the river at 11 a.m. and finishes at around 11 p.m. in, of course, Mayfair.

Also in the capital is the annual Waitangi Day pub crawl, which sees thousands of New Zealanders (and anybody they bring along) take part in a crawl around the Circle line on the London Underground.

Starting at Paddington, the group travel anti-clockwise around the line, ending at Westminster where they all perform a haka (a traditional New Zealand challenge/dance). While numbers vary depending on the weather, in 2008 there were reported to be around 12,000 people involved.

The Circle line crawl is very popular, and historic variations outside of London include the Rail Ale Ramble, which is now often used as a generic expression for a day tour of pubs and/or breweries by train.

The idea was originally conceived by entrepreneur Gerald Daniels, who runs the Crookham Travel tour company. His first ‘RAR’ set off on a chartered train, in October 1977, with nearly 600 passengers travelling from London to Bath, Somerset and Oxford.

There are several themed pub crawls across the world, with participants donning fancy dress, such as the zombie-themed crawl that started in Minneapolis in 2005, which had grown to over 30,000 participants, setting the Guinness World Record in 2012 for the largest gathering of zombies.

Originating in San Francisco in 1994, the popular SantaCon has spread to 300 cities, with New York’s edition being the largest, with an estimated 30,000 participants.

At EPCOT in Walt Disney World, guests often do a form of bar crawl known as ‘Drink Around the World’, where visitors attempt to drink at all eleven countries of the World Showcase. Maybe one day, we’ll have some sort of jet or teleporter that would allow a real worldwide pub crawl!

Will you have a theme for your own pub crawl, or perhaps try to set your own world record?




HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

Each route starts near an Underground station, with walking directions and a map.

Throughout the list of directions, areas of interest, landmarks or facts are lettered and the corresponding details are given in the pages that follow.

While I focus on the route and what you can expect to find in the pub, I will share any memories, thoughts or special details from my time visiting the pubs.

This book is designed to fit in your back pocket and be easy to carry as you explore the routes. Bring it along or see if you can spot anybody else holding it!

Should you wish to skip any pubs, or find your own route, then full pub details are provided for you to plot your own path.

Often the routes have a few pubs condensed into a short distance, enabling you to curate your own shorter route.

Timings are provided as a guide, to ensure you can complete the route based on an early afternoon start time.
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CANARY WHARF to GREENWICH

This route starts among the tall buildings of the UK’s financial capital before heading under the river towards the Cutty Sark and Greenwich Observatory.

Greenwich is usually popular with tourists and there is a lot to do and see. There’s the market, as well as museums and tourist attractions. Feel free to explore all of this as well as the pubs, but bear in mind it might be better to do those earlier in the tour rather than later.

Look out, across the river, to the O2 arena and if you get hungry grab some food from the stalls around the Cutty Sark.

This was the first route I prepared with this book in mind, and on a lovely sunny day around forty of us survived the maze of Canary Wharf and adventured through the tunnel under the Thames, before hitting sambucas in the Gipsy Moth at the end of a great day.

If you want to experience the difference between the oldest and newest parts of the city or take a leisurely stroll through the nearby Greenwich Park, this is the ideal route for you.

Start from Canary Wharf station (E14 4HJ).




1. The Gun 2.00 p.m.

27 Coldharbour, E14 9NS

2. The George 2.35 p.m.

114 Glengall Grove, E14 3ND

3. The Lord Nelson 3.10 p.m.

1 Manchester Road, E14 3BD

4. The Ferry House 3.30 p.m.

26 Ferry Street, E14 3DT

5. Trafalgar Tavern 4.20 p.m.

Park Row, SE10 9NW

6. The Yacht 5.00 p.m.

5 Crane Street, SE10 9NP

7. The Plume of Feathers 5.30 p.m.

19 Park Vista, SE10 9LZ

8. The Greenwich Tavern 6.15 p.m.

1 King William Walk, SE10 9JH

9. Kings Arms 6.45 p.m.

16 King William Walk, SE10 9JH

10. The Admiral Hardy 7.15 p.m.

7 College Approach, SE10 9HY

11. The Spanish Galleon 8.00 p.m.

48 Greenwich Church Street, SE10 9BL

12. The Gipsy Moth 8.30 p.m.

60 Greenwich Church Street, SE10 9BL
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DIRECTIONS

There are a couple of exits for the Jubilee line, but leave via the east exit onto Upper Bank Street (A, B, C). Head east over Wood Wharf Bridge along Water Street and follow the road left, before taking a left, then right onto Brannan Street. Pass the floating gardens and cross a short stretch of water, before heading straight ahead onto Managers Street. Follow the road right, onto Coldharbour to reach The Gun (1, D).

At the end of the street, by a lonely tree, turn left and cross Blue Bridge (E, F, G). Coming to a roundabout, take the second exit and follow East Ferry Road until arriving at The George (2) on the left-hand side. Cross a small pedestrian section on the opposite corner, before heading south on the main road to reach The Lord Nelson (3) on the corner. Continue straight to The Ferry House (4) on the corner of the next junction.

Head out of the pub, parallel to the river, before reaching the tunnel underpass (H). Exiting the tunnel on the south side, turn left and (I, J, K, L) follow the river (M) through the gardens and past the old Greenwich hospital to Trafalgar Tavern (5).

Immediately behind the pub on Crane Street is The Yacht (6). After returning past the Trafalgar Tavern, turn left, following the road down to The Plume of Feathers (7) just as the road veers left.

Retrace to the corner of the road and follow the edge of the park (N, O, P) before (Q) The Greenwich Tavern (8) opposite St Mary’s Gate.

The Kings Arms (9) is along King William Walk away from the park (R), with The Admiral Hardy (10) a little further after taking a left past the market. Exit the pub from the left, to see The Spanish Galleon (11) on the corner. The Gipsy Moth (12) is just a short walk back towards the Cutty Sark.
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A. CANARY WHARF (BUILDINGS)

Canary Wharf used to be the West India Docks, with sailors coming from all over the world to trade their wares and restock for the next trip. Although it is now private land, there is still plenty to do for people visiting the city. There’s around 1.5 square miles of offices, luxury apartments and retail space.

As of 2023, Canary Wharf has five out of the top ten tallest buildings in the United Kingdom – with the 75-storey Landmark Pinnacle being the tallest residential tower in Western Europe. See if you can spot it while you’re out and about.

B. BILLINGSGATE MARKET

This is the UK’s largest inland fish market, although at one point it was the largest fish market in the world. The name comes from a ward in the south-east corner of London where it originally opened, although now it is located in Poplar. The move happened in 1982, but not everybody is happy with the modern location.

Early 2019 saw plans to re-site some of London’s famous markets (including Billingsgate Fish Market, New Spitalfields Market and Smithfield Market) into a new site in Dagenham Dock, in order to consolidate the markets, although it would take a considerable amount of work.

In March 2021, the proposal was granted permission from the Court of Common Council (the main decision-making body of the City of London Corporation). The new mixed market was expected to open in 2027/2028 but by 2024 appeared to have been abandoned.

C. CANARY WHARF IN CULTURE

London as a city is the location of any number of fictional stories, and Canary Wharf is no exception.

Perhaps most famously, the area is featured in Doctor Who and its spin-off Torchwood as the fictional base of the Torchwood Institute – an organisation created by Queen Victoria to combat extraterrestrial threats.

As the staging post for the 2007 Cyberman invasion of earth, Canary Wharf is heavily damaged in a resulting battle between the Cybermen and the Daleks. Luckily, in real life it’s still standing and ready to accommodate any pub crawlers coming through.

1. THE GUN

This eighteenth-century pub is named after the cannon that was fired to celebrate the opening of the West India Import Docks in 1802.

The pub was owned, at one point, by the famous war hero Horatio Nelson, 1st Viscount Nelson, 1st Duke of Bronte.

Despite his naval success, Nelson is perhaps now better known for his affair with Lady Emma Hamilton. It’s said he acquired the pub due to its proximity to ‘Nelson’s House’ and would use an upstairs room for the couple’s secret trysts.

My favourite memories of this pub are standing in the sun, in its glorious beer garden overlooking the iconic O2 arena and hearing the water of the Thames lap up against the side of the pub. On a lucky day, a superyacht will pass by under the adjacent bridge, on the way to moor at the Canary Wharf docks.

D. THE O2 ARENA

One of London’s most iconic and controversial structures, the arena has now had the likes of Michael Jackson, the Rolling Stones and Beyoncé perform on its stage. During the 2012 London Olympics, the arena was used to host all artistic gymnastics events.

Much like the London Eye, this staple was never intended to be permanent. It was originally built to house the ‘Millennium Experience’ for the turn of the century, but then it was saved and re-opened in its present form in 2007.

Behind only the Manchester Arena, it has the secondhighest seating capacity of any indoor venue in the UK and was previously the world’s busiest music arena. The large capacity allowed it to briefly hold a world record for biggest live audience for a stand-up comedian – the American Chris Rock was performing – although this record has since been broken.

As of 2024, it is the ninth-largest building in the world by volume, with the eight larger buildings all dedicated to warehousing or construction.

E. THE LONDON ARENA

Before the O2, the London Arena hosted all sorts of live events in the capital. The now demolished arena was inaugurated in 1989, and was close to the Cubitt Town area of Poplar. It had a seating capacity of up to 15,000, depending on the type of event.

Also known as the London Docklands Arena, it was the home of the London Knights ice hockey team, the London Towers and Greater London Leopards basketball teams.

F. ISLE OF DOGS

Despite the name, the borough (which includes the Cubitt Town, Millwall and Canary Wharf districts) is not actually an island. Although it is bounded on three sides by a large meander in the River Thames, it is still attached to the mainland.

It has not always been a borough in its own right, instead being historically a part of Poplar. It has been known locally as ‘the island’ since the nineteenth century. It was not until 1987 that Poplar and Isle of Dogs were separated, being recognised as separate entities by Tower Hamlets London Borough Council.

Canary Wharf’s name originates from sea trade with the Canary Islands, which were named in Latin as ‘Canariae Insulae’ – which translates to ‘Dog Islands’.

G. MUDCHUTE PARK AND FARM

The word Mudchute came from the fact that the area was historically used as a dumping ground for waste collected from
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