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Universal Fable Hotel 

Volume 3 

The Wizard Upstairs 

The time is 3am in Xavier's room. The clock on his wall separates one moment from the next with its ticking clock. His window is heavily guarded, and Xavier is tossing and turning in bed. Xavier looked at his wall, saw a shadow, and jumped into the air. He gasped “Argh... What was that?!?!?!”

A voice appeared behind him “I don't know....”

He jumped a mile in the air, and landed back on his bed. He said to me “normally when you pull this whole routine of breaking into my bedroom, and shouting “XAVIER XAVIER, the time has come... let’s do this random thing”

Normally, I would be very angry about it. But I have been awake, studying the meaning of life for the last hour, “Does life have any meaning? Will the sun explode? The heat death of the universe” blah blah blah. So what is up?”

I told Xavier “simple, I just learned something from Peter. A haunting secret... In issue one, I was asked by the Universal Fable Hotel if they could expand into the Storyverse Universe. I have been thinking about it ever since. I would love to do it, don't get me wrong, but I am worried about the Storyverse people from my books. How, as a group, would they feel about another Storyversal society in general existing secretly in theirs.”

Xavier explained, “So, basically you wrote a story about entering stories, and you're worried that the people who make stories real will make a hotel room out of them and they will be... destructive and all that?”

“Yes” I told Xavier... “and Peta told me that they are allowed to move hotel rooms into a neutral universe whether the author likes it or not. So either I risk a confrontation between the Storyverse universe, and the Universal Fable Hotel, or I give one hotel the rights to my universe and become the bad guy.”

Xavier asked “how much will they pay you for the hotel rooms?”

I said “a little bit... but there are multiple Fable Hotels vying for the rights... the Fable Forge, the crown of books, and the Fableverse?”

Xavier said “no matter what happens, someone is going to get hurt... so either you don't do anything, and bad happens, or you do something, and less bad happens?”

I told him “I, I didn't think about it like that... Good thinking.”

He sighed “I don't want to go back to bed... I hate thinking about the meaning of life at 3AM”

I asked him, “The meaning? What more meaning could you ask for? Higher thought is no small miracle, and either some random carbon and oxygen molecules formed on the bottom of the sea, randomly mind you, and made something amazing..... Or we came from a rock from outer space, and that rock landed near a hydrothermal vent. We started as a cell, and became us... that's pretty cool”

Xavier said to me “ok, I will get a glass of milk...”

I asked him “So pick the least bad option... ok... that’s the Fable Forge.”

That morning, I wandered out of my universe, “Waratahs of Northbank”, and Peta read the mail... she said “good news Winter. The Fable Forge has accepted the rights to Storyverse... and Xavier's comic book subscription is here.”

She placed a small parcel on the table. He said “AWESOME”

Peta continued “and, oh dear.... The Universal Fable hotels have come together to block access to a book called "Waratah’s of North Bank”. 

My little sister, Sissy ran into the room, and yelled “aww, I wanted to see Waratah carnage... the news lady said the Waratahs are the next Monstrom”

We knew we had to turn on the news. The news anchor said, “in a rare display of unity from the Fable Hotels, they have sealed off access to the universe knows as “WARATAHS OF NORTH BANK”... the official reason given was, and I quote “Waratahs are too powerful to exist in the Universal Fable Hotel... they will be contained by interdimensional half-Waratahs, granted partial hotel citizenship.”

Peta snapped, “that's awful, they can't do that...”

I asked Peta, “Did I make something bad?”

She said to me looking me dead in the eye. “never say that”

Xavier smiled, “I bet your book sales are going to go through the roof”.

“No they're not” I said.... “So they banned my book... wait a moment, they banned my book... sales are going to go through the roof.”

I looked at my book sales, it said “aww, nothing”

Sissy yelled “hit the refresh screen”

I pressed refresh on my phone, and I saw a thousand sales...”

“Not bad” I said...

Beanz walked through the door, and said, “ hello not hoomans, I heard the news.... So where are we going to go today?”

I snapped, “is the book store open?”

Beanz explained, “my dad and mum are in a fight over tariffs... I came here”

I explained, “Well, where could we go today? Maybe, into a sci-fi comic or fighting a tonic, while eating fictional cheese, into a universe based on the worst predictions from the 80s”

Beanz asked “are those options?”

Xavier said, “let's go into a Storyverse hotel room...”

And so, we wandered into the Fable Hotel, and arrived in the Storyverse wing, still under construction. The woman said “ok, one of the rooms is free in December. Do you wish to book then?”

Beanz grabbed her, jumping on the counter, and asked “What is the point of traveling with the author of a book, if they can't get you into a hotel room, in their own fictional setting?”

I said “oh umm... I have an author gauntlet”

I showed her, and she recognised it instantly. She explained “I would give you a five star room, the law says a cosmic author cant go into a 3 star room or below, unless their express interest is in that room... so how about, we have a free room, on the third floor”

Xavier and I looked at each other warily, “don't you have anything on the ground floor?”

I asked, “So technically, it's upstairs?”

The old woman sighed, “yeah, I am pretty sure the third floor means upstairs hun.”
Beanz asked “what is DA big deal, it's on the third floor... the third floor is three times better than the ground floor.”
I asked “are there any places on the ground floor?”

She said “third floor or nothing... It is a swanky hotel with free room service included... You know that right?”

We paid for the room, and Beanz said to me, “So not humans, what is the problem with upstairs?”

I whispered, “family issues”

A young boy, an elf, 20 years our junior, walked by reading a comic. He had on a red hoodie, and some flashy spiderman pants. The comic book he was reading was titled.
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“The ghost story you never knew you needed”

Beanz wanted to know our secret

Later that afternoon, it was almost time for the room to be ours for one afternoon. Xavier looked over, and said to Beanz, “believe me, you don't want to know this secret”.

Beanz looked at me and said “so your universe was sealed off from The Fable Hotel, because it was too powerful, but some upstairs hotel room is bothering you?”

I told Beanz “this is a family business...”

Beanz snapped, “yeah, and you're my freaking family.”

I whispered in Beanz’s ear, “we will tell you in the hotel room... where nobody can hear us”

Beanz pulled back, “why all the secrecy... are your family demons or something? Because being a demon is not a big deal in The Fable Hotel. Hell, we have a vampire bed and breakfast....”

I told her, still quieter “it’s worse than that” as we wandered through the hotel, and we saw some people passing us with books from a local book store”

Beanz explained “if your planning a coup, I am in... 100%”

Xavier said “It's not a coup.”

Beanz asked, “Wait, are you criminals?”

I told her, “my mum is in jail for standing up to the Night Guard and other hotel authorities... she is more like Ned Kelly, but I guess you could call that “criminal”

Beanz said “oh wow, it's 5 o’clock already... Time to go into our hotel room, and see the Storyverse after dark tour”

Xavier said to her “no, it's not?”

Beanz called upon the power of her author gauntlet, and summoned the power from Beanz’s books, the History Lord saga. She teleported us through a portal in history, and we landed in the hotel, skipping over the morning entirely. Beanz said to the woman who was standing at the reception into the hotel “hello, we would like to go to our room... that is where we would like to go.”

Night had fallen in this part of the hotel. Both me and Xavier were on high alert. Spooky sounds came from this wing of the Fable Forge History Hotel. There was the desk in front of us.

Then, there were two upstairs walk ways, with walkways both higher and lower than the one on our level. And in between the walkways, there was a gap, showing how big this section actually is. And there were black iron rails on every walkway, then there were water slides connecting the different levels. And some of those water slides defy gravity itself.

The woman at the front desk explained to us “this wing of the hotel goes so high, that it reaches into space. Enjoy!!!!”

She gave us our passes, she said “beds are in the main room, the Monstrum alarm is on the beds, don't press it by accident or as a prank, there are pancake materialisers that can make any food you want... we have a cupboard with treats... call if you
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