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Chapter 1 Windstorm

Snowstorm slowed down upon its approach towards Neptune. The planet was very blue. As the ship entered orbit around the planet, the moons became distinct as they slowly moved around the planet. Violet and Antoni smiled at the sight. It was nearly time for another interview on the blue planet featured on their room screen.

They had no idea of any danger or even fear for the interview and knew it would be completed. They never knew from one adventure to the next what would happen. They did know they were safe from Richard Williams. He wasn’t allowed to leave Mars per order by the space military. So, they had no worries and didn’t think anything could go wrong for them on their latest adventure.

On the bridge, Captain Whitfield blinked. He and the others on the bridge were listening to a computer automatic reply.

“Welcome to Neptune. Unfortunately, at this time no one may land on the planet. We are currently having a severe windstorm. Please stay in orbit if you still want to visit. We don’t know how long this will last. This message will keep on repeating until the storm is over.”

The captain sighed. “That can’t be good.” He pressed a button on the arm of his chair. “Ms. Mineur, there is a severe windstorm and we aren’t allowed to land at this time.”

“Oh? In that case, I’ll have to start the interview via screen and hope we can land later.”

“Very good. I’ll let you know when the situation changes.”

“Thank you.”

He pressed the button again. “We need to contact the Windsong Plantation if we can.”

“Attempting now.”

Everyone waited. There was no telling if anyone at the Windsong Plantation would answer during a windstorm. The captain blinked and soon the image of Louisa Windsong appeared on the screen.

“Hello, crew of Snowstorm.”

“Ah, Ms. Windsong, hello. I am Captain Whitfield and I have the honour of taking Ms. Violet Mineur wherever she wants to go in our solar system. Unfortunately, we cannot land at this time, but she has decided to start the interview via screen.”

“That would be fine with me. Hopefully, this one will subside soon and you’ll be able to land. I do want her to see the plantations here. They are quite unique in the solar system.”

Captain Whitfield nodded. “Yes, that is what I’ve heard and I’m sure Ms. Mineur would be excited to see them in person.”

“Will you connect her to me or will she contact me directly?”

“She will contact you directly. I don’t know if she is ready right this minute to interview you.”

“Very well. I will be waiting for her signal then.”

Her image faded from the screen. The repeating computer message hadn’t ceased. The captain sighed. He felt some disappointment for Violet. He knew she would be able to deal with it without any trouble. He hope they would be able to land sooner or later.

Violet and Antoni sighed, but gathered their thoughts and were ready to begin work on the latest adventure. Both weren’t hoping for a delay to landing on the planet. For now, they could do some research and come up with questions.


Chapter 2 Neptune News

Violet and Antoni sat in their shared quarters. She activated her holographic projector on her glasses so he could see and read the articles as well. It didn’t take her long to find the Neptune News. Soon they were reading articles to help with the latest blog post.

“Vi, I see an obituary about Louisa’s father and also an article advising suitors to go after Louisa.”

Violet shook her head. “That writer seemed to think she would love the attention.”

“Oh, and soon it’s became clear she wasn’t interested in suitors.”

“I don’t blame her. She sounds fairly independent.”

“It was because of how much the Windsong Plantation was and still is worth.”

“And some suitors, especially Howard Thorn, thought they could control and dominate her and the plantation.”

“Here’s an article on Howard Thorn’s death.”

“His pilot died too. That wasn’t fair.”

“They found the recorder in the wreckage. Thorn was aware of the storm and didn’t care what his pilot had told him.”

“Well, we don’t have to interview him.”

“We can’t interview him, unless you know of a way to interview ghosts.”

She smiled. “I don’t know how to do that.”

“I would have thought you’d know with all your experience.”

They laughed as they continued searching for articles.

Antoni said, “Some of the plantations are quite big.”

Violet nodded. “Yes, the two largest are the Windsong and Thorn Plantations.”

“It sounds as if they were rivals from the start.”

“Both plantations go back a long time. It looks as if they were among the first plantations on Neptune.”

“Vi, look at this. It’s a picture of Mrs. Windsong.”

“A full air nymph. She died when her daughter was about 5 years old. Wow. She must have spent some time in some windstorms. I don’t see how else she could have survived. My mother died not too long after she gave birth to me because she didn’t transform back into water.”

He sighed. “I knew my parents and still miss them sometimes.”

“I never knew mine. Uncle Clyde told me about them. I think it helped him to accept the loss of them both.”
	“It is different when they die before you can remember them.”

“Yes, it is. However, you remember yours and I hope you treasure their memory.”

“I do. I also treasure the memories of our friends who lived in Cat Falls with us.”

“Ever feel like going back to Eris to learn more about your family?”

“Yes. I want to know why my mother was put into a mental hospital when she was mentally sound. I want to know if we can find out who killed everyone in Cat Falls and nearly killed me too.”

“In that case, we will get to Eris. We are headed in that direction.”

“But we have some other stops along the way first.”

“Yes, but I’ll make sure we can get to Eris as the last stop.”

“That’s fine with me.”

“For now, you can write down what questions you have and what you want to know when we get there.”

“I will do that and send all them to you.”

“For this interview, I definitely need to mention air nymphs. I don’t know if Louisa knows much about them.”

“She might realize you’re half water nymph.”

“That’s a possibility. She may even have questions for me too.”

“Oh, look at that. Neptune News knew about the rise in complaints and that an inspector would come and visit the plantations.”

“Yes, I see that. Some of the writers aren’t strict journalists. There’s too many opinions and commentary instead of just focusing on the facts.”

“Perhaps they do it for ratings.”

“Probably.” She paused. “So, the rioting was many concentrated on the Thorn Plantation. Windsong Plantation didn’t have any rioting.”

“No, but some of their workers left to join in the riots.”

“Interesting. Some people just like a fight or they needed an outlet.”

“Good to know that many workers didn’t complain that much about Louisa Windsong.”

“Yes, I think the workers are treated well there on the Windsong Plantation. From what we have seen from Neptune News today, her father was the same way.”

Both smiled at the holographic screen.
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