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This book titled Civility Humanitarians: Creating a New Humanity answers five main questions: 

	How does humanity look like today? 

	What great power does humanity have? 

	How does a new humanity look like? 

	What are the be-attitudes of a new humanity? 

	Are there models of a new humanity? 


Let us start by exploring the first question. Today, humanity is witnessing a class and a crash of civilization as we have known it. With ongoing wars, insurrections, and demonstrations against the established order; the political systems are being torn apart and crushed. With the coronavirus pandemic and other incurable diseases, the human body is being attacked and crashed.  With the explosion of social media and newer forms of communication, it is hard to ascertain the truth. Relativistic reporting and self-centred information systems exemplified in misinformation, disinformation, and fake news continue to cloud our perception of reality. With the mounting individual and national debt, we seem to be heading to a world recession. With the increased skepticism of religion and religious practices, the belief in the supernatural is dwindling. With the overturning of social norms and practices in families, communities and societies; conflicts are visible in the hearts of the individuals, families and societies.   These and other forces are leading to conflict as communities no longer commands the same relevance as before. 

Against this backdrop, there seems to be a war between civilisations. There is conflict between the individual and society. There is conflict between civility and incivility. There is conflict between mediocrity and greatness. There is conflict between relativism and absolutism. There is conflict between culture and modernity. There is conflict between information and disinformation. There is conflict between truth and falsehood. There is conflict between materialism and idealism. 

In the moments of conflict, transformation is happening. Reading about transformation led me straight to the life of a butterflies who go through a complete metamorphosis. To grow into an adult, they go through 4 major stages: egg, larva, pupa and adult. Each stage has a different goal and depending on the type of butterfly, it can take a month to a year to go through this stage. When we look at butterflies, we can hardly tell the challenging stages they have gone through to become beautiful. Like butterflies, we too undergo visible and invisible transformation in our lifetime. While we look towards some of the transformations, we hate to think about them or go through others. Like moments of conflict, we consider them to be tough times in our lives. 

Thanks to people like the American televangelist, motivational speaker, and author Robert Schuller who encourages us by his words, ‘Tough times never last, but tough people do!’  The caterpillar has to leave the old, pass through tough times before it takes on a new identity.  As you read this book, I am calling you to use this time of conflict to embrace a new humanity articulated in this book. I am calling you to stop living from your past.  I am calling you to start rerighting your present so that you rewrite your future by creating a new humanity. You might be asking: how is this possible? 

In this book, I will take you through a journey on how you can create a new humanity. We call this new humanity: civility humanitarianism. Using the concept of greatness, we help you realise that you are greater than your circumstances for greater is He that is in you than is in the world. What is in the world? Opposition. What is in the world? Suffering. What is in you? You have got greatness in you. You are greater than what you are experiencing now. You have a great future that is calling your name. 

Using past and present examples from great civility humanitarians who have lived exemplary lives, you will be able to visualise how a new humanity looks like. In the next chapter, we focus on discovering the invisible power within each human being that will allow them to create a new humanity. 
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The greatest power human beings have

Scientists tell us that for something to be complete, it must have dimensions. For example, the dimensions of objects are length, breadth and height. I think this is the same for greatness. In my view, there are four dimensions of greatness: inward, outward, upward, and downward greatness. These dimensions help us to answer the question that have occupied the human mind for centuries: what is greatness? Before exploring the 4 dimensions of greatness, it is worth looking at an example of a person who, according to me, epitomizes these dimensions of greatness.  

Augustine of Hippo 
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“People travel to wonder at the height of the mountains, at the huge waves of the seas, at the long course of the rivers, at the vast compass of the ocean, at the circular motion of the stars,
and yet they pass by themselves without wondering.”  
St. Augustine of Hippo 354-430

Augustine was an influential theologian from the modern-day Algeria. He was a Berber by ethnicity and was born in Souk Ahras. As his area was very Romanised, Augustine and his parents spoke Latin at home. Whilst his father was a pagan, his mother was a devout Christian. For Augustine, he belonged to the Manichean sect founded by the prophet Mani around 240 AD. For most of his life, Augustine searched for love and truth. In his autobiography called the Confessions which is one of the most read books after the Bible in Catholic Christianity; Augustine details his battle against sin and his struggle toward a life of virtue and greatness. 

Despite his lifestyle, Augustine developed an interest in philosophy and rhetoric. These led him to a prestigious career as a Professor of Rhetoric and Philosophy at the Imperial Court of Milan in Italy. Though he was reaching his goals and achieving his dreams, Augustine felt his life was not yet fulfilled. His pursuit of truth left him feeling empty inside until he realised that he could only find fulfilment in God. As he wrote in his Confessions, ‘You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in you.’

While in Milan, Augustine became skeptical of his Manichean faith. During this skepticism, he met with Ambrose: The Bishop of Milan. Augustine became his friend, listened to his sophisticated lectures and church sermons. This experience later led to his conversion to Christianity. Augustine was baptised by Bishop Ambrose in Milan on the Easter of 387.  

In my view, Augustine models what searching for greatness in all its dimensions looks like: coming to an awareness of God, gradually turning toward to Him, moving ever closer to Him, and never turning back. For Augustine, becoming a Christian marked the end to his Manichean faith and the comforts to which he had become accustomed. 

When his mother Monica died, Augustine returned to his hometown in Algeria with his son Adeodatus. He sold what he had except the family home and gave all his money to the poor. Using the family home, he started a religious community for men so that he can give them a chance to live his lifestyle. He was ordained a priest and later became the Bishop of Hippo in North Africa where he died. 

Augustine’s story is an illustration of hope for those who look for greatness in all the wrong places. It reminds us that we will remain discontented until we discover our true greatness and live it.  He is best known for his writings that have stood the test of time and have remained among the most-cited by theologians and philosophers as they tackle issues facing the modern society such as the problem of evil, suffering, free will, justice, and education. Augustine was declared Great by the Roman Catholic Church and was canonized by Pope Boniface VIII in 1298. 

Inward Greatness

At the heart of Augustine’s life is his search for inward greatness. Also called the inward dimension, inward greatness is the inner search to discover who he is and the reason for his existence. It is the inward concern that he had to know himself and achieve self-mastery. This was based on the assumption that if he was not concerned about developing himself, he was not going to be concerned about developing others and helping them step into their greatness. 

Inward greatness is therefore your deepest quest to know yourself. This engenders knowing your purpose: what you are living for and what you are willing to die for. Inward greatness pushes your life forwards to achieve your dreams and vision. In this dimension, your greatness lies in your ability to seek and find for your identity and purpose in life. This is reflected in what Augustine of Hippo wrote in his book Confessions after discovering his inner greatness after years of searching: 


Late have I loved you, beauty so old and so new: late have I loved you. And see, you were within and I was in the external world and sought you there, and in my unlovely state I plunged into those lovely created things which you made. You were with me, and I was not with you. The lovely things kept me far from you, though if they did not have their existence in you, they had no existence at all. You called and cried out loud and shattered my deafness. You were radiant and resplendent, you put to flight my blindness. You were fragrant, and I drew in my breath and now pant after you. I tasted you, and I feel but hunger and thirst for you. You touched me, and I am set on fire to attain the peace which is yours. 


Like Augustine, once you find who you are and what you are living for, you experience an outward push to actualise you purpose, fulfil your vision and put your dreams into action. As you will discover later in this book, people who are dominantly operating in the inward dimension of greatness are the seekers in life. They often ask the question: What will happen to me if I don’t do something for myself? 

It’s dangerous to just stop at the inward dimension of greatness. You probably don’t want to live only for yourself. You don’t want your humanity to end with your personal desires. For you, this not total greatness as you feel the urge to do more by helping others and living for others.  As a result, your inward greatness must lead to an outward concern for others. As you experience your inward greatness, you want to be more for others, do more for others and positively impact the world. There is nothing painful than seeing yourself trapped in your inward dimension without breaking into the treasures that outward greatness offers you. 

Outward Greatness

Also called the outward dimension, outward greatness is a deliberate consequence of your inward greatness. Once you discover your outward greatness, life takes on a whole new meaning. After discovering your purpose, you need to intentionally choose to make an impact on the world. After discovering your dream for the world, you want to make a positive contribution to your community. After discovering your deepest concern, you want to be an agent of transformation. This is best captured by the civil rights activist Martin Luther King Jr when he writes: 


And when you discover what you will be in your life, set out to do it as if God Almighty called you at this particular moment in history to do it. Don’t
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