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Introduction



Opportunities Are Not Seen By the
Blind



People of vision see the front side of
opportunities while people without vision only see the backside. —
Dr. Mike Ike


Opportunities are only seen and grabbed by
those who have the ability to see beyond the human eye.

The 1993/4 academic year was disrupted by a
general strike of the Academic Staff Union of Nigerian
Universities. That was during the dictatorship of the late General
Sani Abacha. The strike continued for days, which turned into weeks
and months. General Abacha refused to pay the striking workers for
almost a year. There was this professor of mathematics who could no
longer cater for his family due to the strike. One day his wife
said to him, “Professor Thomas”, (calling him by his name for the
first time in 20 years of marriage, instead of the usual honey or
darling.) “There is no food in this house, the children are out of
school and you parade yourself as a professor.” The professor
answered, “but you know that they are not paying us, you know that
very well, so what do you want me to do, kill myself for you, tell
me?” The wife retorted, “So if they don’t call you people back
again, you won’t find something else to do, please use your
professorship brains and get us food in this house. Professor, do
something now, fast, before it’s too late”.


When You Are Hungry You Will Think

For the first time, Mr. Professor sat down
to think of alternatives (there are always alternatives). He was
living in a big house with a large compound in the teachers’
quarters. An idea occurred to him; he constructed a birdhouse and
bought some day old chicks. In three months’ time, he sold them,
bought more and more and gradually he owns a big poultry farm. He
now makes 5 times what they pay him as a Professor from his poultry
business. “A wise man creates more opportunities than he
finds” — Beacon.

You see, the opportunity was there but the
Professor couldn’t see it until challenges made him. Now he is much
richer than he was and is assured from a lucrative business after
retirement from his professional career. You can conspicuously see
the veracity of General MacArthur’s statement, “There is no
security on his planet, there is only opportunity.” Instead of
looking for security, look for an opportunity. No job is forever
secure. Even mega companies are laying off workers and you’re not
sure of future events that may affect your job. You succeed by
utilizing the opportunity and making the most of them. Sometimes,
your breakthrough may not be in your chosen career, but in an
opportunity that you may underestimate at first sight.


Unlimited Opportunities Awaits You, Grab
Them Before They Expire

There are numerous opportunities awaiting
you. No matter what you do or where you live, there are still many
untapped opportunities. The fact is that opportunities are always
there. They will never cease. They come and they go. The Bible
says, “While the earth remains… opportunities shall
never cease” (Genesis 8:22, paraphrased).

Many people think that they must travel to
other countries before they can prosper. The truth is that changing
your geographical location is not the remedy, a paradigm shift is
inevitable. This is why many people travel abroad and haven’t
succeeded but others come back home and experience mega
breakthroughs.

Many researchers have over the years delved
into discovering why some people are more successful than others.
Countless numbers of people from all walks of life have been
interviewed in the quest to identify the common denominators of
success. Almost all of them have expressed the importance of
opportunity maximization. Life and destiny can be instantly
transformed by a single opportunity. Successful people are people
who can easily recognize opportunities and grab them. If you are
ever going to move ahead, you must see fast, hear fast, and act
fast. Many people can’t see new opportunities; others see but
refuse to act while others act when it is too late, only very few
see and grab opportunities.

Some of the available opportunities do not
need 21 days of fasting and prayers or deliverance to see them. It
demands trying new things and acting immediately. Ellen Metcalf
said, “You have to recognize when the right place and the right
time fuse and take advantage of that opportunity. There are plenty
of opportunities out there, you can’t sit back and watch.”
There is no time to waste, opportunities are to be grabbed
immediately they are spotted before they expire because
opportunities don’t last forever. They come and they go. Publilius
Syrus said, “While we stop to think, we often miss our
opportunity”

Sometimes when you see an opportunity, you
need to loan or borrow or dispose of what you have in order to grab
the opportunity. Remember that opportunities don’t last forever,
they come and go, and other ones emerge and also go. Many
opportunities demand that you act fast. Delay is dangerous in many
cases. The Holy Bible also admits it. The Bible says, “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he
hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and
buyeth that field” (Matthew 13:44 KJV). You can sell what you have in order to grab an opportunity,
however, be careful and research the risk meticulously so it won’t
backfire.


Fortunate for the Eyes that See and the
Ears that Hears

“Learn to listen. Opportunities could be
knocking at your door very softly”

— Frank Tyger —

Success is for those who have eyes that can
see opportunities. Opportunities abound, it only takes seeing eyes
and hearing ears. Many people have eyes but they don’t see. Take
notice of this Scripture: “Then the king of Syria
warred against Israel, and took counsel with his servants, saying,
in such and such a place shall be my camp. And the man of God sent
unto the king of Israel, saying, Beware that thou pass not such a
place; for thither the Syrians are come down. And the king of
Israel sent to the place which the man of God told him and warned
him of, and saved himself there, not once nor twice. Therefore the
heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled for this thing; and he
called his servants, and said unto them, will ye not shew me which
of us is for the king of Israel? And one of his servants said,
none, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel,
telleth the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy
bedchamber. And he said, Go and spy where he is, that I may send
and fetch him. And it was told him, saying, Behold, he is in
Dothan. And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and
gone forth, behold, a host compassed the city both with horses and
chariots. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall
we do? And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more
than they that be with them. And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I
pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the
eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was
full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha” (2 Kings
6:8-13, 15-17 KJV). The young man Gehazi was never blind; he
had eyes which he used in seeing the Syrian army that has
surrounded them. Unfortunately, he could not see God’s provision.
He couldn’t see available opportunities. Think of this, whether he
saw the chariots of fire, the angels and the horses or not they
were still there. That’s how it is, whether you see opportunities
or not they are there. It took the prayers of the prophet Elisha
for his eyes to be opened to see the provision of God.

There are uncountable opportunities around
you; only that you can’t see them. If you can’t see them, you can’t
utilize them and others will take advantage of them. That is why
when you are crying that things are bad, others are rejoicing that
things are improving because they see what you don’t see.

I remembered when I was a teen, I was going
somewhere with three of my friends, they stepped on a GHS 50 ($10)
note on the path without seeing it, I then picked it. The same way,
you have been stepping on wonderful opportunities, without
recognizing it.

Learn to move with the changing times and
opportunities. When it gets cold nobody tells you to cover
yourself. When it is hot your reaction changes. Look around for the
things that are on board and move with it.

Every circumstance, problem, hardship,
disappointment, government, etc., has its own in-built
opportunities for success. A positive attitude will help you
discover the opportunities, but a negative attitude will keep you
critical and unprogressive.

In this book, I’m
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