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1. Foreword
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The Ethnic Melting Pot Of China: The Impact Of The Multitude Of Chinese Minorities On China

The most influential minority groups in ancient China were the famous Xiongnu and Xianbei nomad tribes.

Later, it was the Mongols and the Manchus that made the most impact.

There is however no doubt that the large number of minority groups have made China into a true melting pot of ethnicity over at least four millennia.
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2. Kingdoms Of Minorities
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Even before the two prominent Chinese empires of Yuan and Qing were established by the minorities in China, there were the Liao kingdom established by the Khitan, the Jin kingdom established by the Tungusic Jurchen, the Tibetian empire of the Tibetans/Qiang, the Nanzhao kingdom of the Yi and Qiang, and the Xixia empire of the Tangut.

All these played major roles in the integration of the diverse ethnicity in China into what China is today.
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3. Great Melting Pot Of China
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The collapse of the powerful Han dynasty led to a chaotic period known as the "Wei, Jin, South-North Dynasties" period when there were large scale invasions by the so-called five Hu tribes (Xiongnu, Xianbei, Qiang, Jie, Di) and the establishment of 16 kingdoms by the minority races.

From the 2nd century, more and more Xiongnu families migrated eastwards into Chinese territory and settled down in Gansu, Shaanxi and Shanxi. Some tribe leaders claiming origin from the Xiongnu founded small kingdoms in northern China during the period of the so-called 16 kingdoms as, in particular, the Former Zhao 前趙 (304-329) by Xiongnu Liu Yao 劉曜, Northern Liang 北涼 (398-439) of Xiongnu general Juqu Mengxun 沮渠蒙遜, and the Great Xia 夏 (407-432) by Xiongnu Helian Bobo 赫連勃勃.

This was known as the time of the Five Hu Sixteen Kingdoms 五胡十六國 (300-430) (五涼、四燕、三秦、二趙，成漢、胡夏) that controlled northern China during the 4th and early 5th centuries.

This massive upheaval saw massive loss of lives in all ethnic groups, and terrible atrocities and even genocides were committed.

The kingdom of Dai 代 established by the Touba tribe of Xianbei was the predecessors of the powerful Northern Wei dynasty 北魏 (386-534).

This was indeed the time of the veritable great melting pot of ethnicity in China.

One might say that this was the marquee event of the formation of the Chinese nation and the Chinese race, with the amalgamation of the various Chinese races from a vast multitude of ethnicity.

This period ended with the establishment of the powerful Tang dynasty.
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4. Collapse Of Tang Dynasty
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Another chaotic time was the "5 dynasties 10 kingdoms" period following the collapse of the powerful Tang dynasty. This happened soon after the An-Shi insurgency and the Huang Chau rebellion, and the loss of Tang central power to the various regional warlords known as the Jiedushi.

At this time, the Khitan empire of Liao and the Jurchen empire of Jin were already in power in the far north region. The Western Xia was also established in China's northwest.

The five Chinese dynasties in northern China succeeded one another in rapid succession. They were known as the the Later of Liang, Tang, Jin, Han, Zhou dynasties.

On the other hand, the regimes of South China were generally concurrent, each controlling a specific geographical area. These were known as "The Ten Kingdoms"

All this was to end In 960 when general Zhao Kuangyin staged a coup and took the throne of Later Zhou for himself, founding the Northern Song dynasty. He then proceeded to conquer all the other kingdoms to establish the famous Song dynasty.

After more than 320 years of Song dynasty, there then followed the powerful Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasties in the long history of China, each with its own successes and failures.
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5. Unlikely Minorities
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Among the most unlikely minorities of China are the Yuezhi, Wusun, Hepthalites, Sogdians and Scythians, who are most certainly of Indo-Iranian ethnicity. These are the people most related to the ancient silk road.

It is a remarkable fact that many of these minorities from ancient China were largely Caucasian. Even the famous Xiongnu may also have significant mixture of Caucasian ancestry. This is likely to be the result of the world-wide spread of Indo-European invasion from the Yamnaya culture of Caucasus in 3,000 BC.
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6. Jie 羯
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The Jie people, a branch of the Xiongnu, established the Later Zhao kingdom in China as one of the 16 minority kingdoms set up during the chaos of the 4th century, following the collapse of the mighty Han dynasty and the intervening Wei and Jin dynasties.

They are said to be related to the Sogdians and are likely to be of Indo-Iranian and East Asian mixed ancestry.

They are likely to have spoken a variant of Yeniseian north Siberian language which has been linked to the Na Dene language of north American native tribes. This may have been the result of the ancient back migration from the Beringia that bridged Siberia and north America in ancient times.
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7. Sogdian
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With the development of the silk road that linked China with the west through central Asia, many central Asians came to settle in China for trade and other reasons.

Sogdiana is a region in Central Asia located between Amu Darya and Syr Darya rivers, in present-day Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.

Samarkand, Panjikent, Shahrisabz, and Bukhara were famous regions that were part of Sogdiana. Its people were Indo-Iranian who were deeply involved in the silk road trade.

Kangju 康居 was the Chinese name of a kingdom in Central Asia during the first half of the first millennium CE. The name Kangju is now generally regarded as a variant or mutated form of the name Sogdiana.

It was known that during the Tang dynasty, there was a large community of Sogdians, Arabs, Persians, and other central Asians in China. Many of the Chinese pottery from that period showed figures of foreign-looking people and animals.

Two major high status Sogdian graves near Xian have been found and excavated, and showed a wealth of cultural artifacts. These wealthy Sogdians were leaders and representatives of the silk road caravans, known as Sabao. Their tombs showed their close interactions with the Hephthalites and Turkics in trade.

There was also record of massacres of foreigners during the An-Shi insurgency in Tang dynasty. In fact, the rebel king was the Sogdian-Turkic general An Lushan. He was known to be a Jie Hu.
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8. Scythian
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The eastern Scythians also featured among the Chinese minority.

Chinese count Scythian Sai (Saka) and Yuezhi, who are often identified as Tocharians, as among the people of the Wusun state 烏孫 in the Zhetysu and Dzungaria area.

The Wusun realm probably included both Yuezhi and Saka. Wusun was thought to be a Caucasoid people with slight Mongoloid admixture.

Wusun had close relationship with the Han dynasty, which had sent several royal princesses to marry Wusun kings. The most famous of these were the Sijun princess, and the Jieyu princess and her maid Feng Liao, who were able to strengthen the ties between Han and Wusun against their common Xiongnu threat.

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
THE ETHNIC
MELTING POT
OF CHINA

The Impact of The
Multitude Of Chinese
Minorities On China





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





