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Lavish was the land filled with rolling green mountains and deep, dense forests. Everyone is working side by side, allowing peace to prevail. Of course, magic played a big part in the delicate balance in this vast realm.

Queen Nilah herself, being half-Elven, yielded magic to guard the entire realm. There was peace from its Barking Dog Wood Trees of the Thirsty Mountains to the Fish Scale Dragons of the Jade Ocean. She was the Guardian Queen of the entire Dycastian Kingdom.

Queen Nilah lived in her fairytale castle in the center of her kingdom. All her magical friends lived in the several lands surrounding her. Queen Nilah's castle was surrounded by 4 maze gardens and 4 tall towers. Each tower had one window and two doors, each facing North, South, East, and West. 
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The towers and gardens completed a circle encompassing the towering castle. From the outside, the circular wall was completely covered in lavender daisies. Though the outer wall was very thick, inwardly it was a hedge of tightly wound vines.

The maze walls were also comprised of tightly wound vines with a solid covering of small leaves. All the walls are covered with an assortment of colored roses and tulips. The magic flowers bloom during the day and close at night. But in the light of a full moon, they stay open in its glow. These flowers were gifts from the Shrunken Dwarves.

The towers have a door facing the castle and another door exiting the castle grounds to paths to other lands. Between the doors in the center of each tower is a carved pedestal of solid jade. Hovering above the jade pedestal is a marbled turquoise and silver magic crystal ball. 

Two feet above the crystal ball, a Golden bird perch waits to be used. The perch awaits the Split-Tailed Dragon Swallow, who alerts the queen whenever there is an emergency.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

PEACEFUL ORANGE BLOSSOMS


[image: ]


Our story begins with a very large Bogre leaning against a rock and fishing in one of the smaller of the Leopard Lakes.  Bogres are half Bear, half Ogre, and very playful. Oscar felt a tug on his fishing pole and knew he was about to catch another Bluegill. 

Sure enough, when he reeled in his line, there was a large Bluegill on the hook. His very favorite worm was wrapped on the line above the fish. “Good Job, Alphie. Now we can go home.” The worm was placed in a pot of dirt next to an enchanted bucket of life, which kept the fish fresh until he reached home. 

Oscar hid his fishing pole in some bushes around the bottom of some trees and next to an outcropping of rocks.  Then, he started on his way home to Bogre’s Cove. The curious thing about Bogres is that they don’t just walk where they are going. Oscar was walking, hopping, skipping, twisting, and moving his hips from side to side. The arm not holding his bucket was waving, looping back and forth, and up and down. 

Passing another Bogre on his way out, the dancing Bogres waved at each other, smiling even more. Then, leaving Leopard Lakes, he entered the Mystical Forest of Myth with a skip, a leap, and whistling. He was a very happy Bogre. Halfway through the Mystical Forest of Myth, Oscar noticed a peculiar tree. It was white with green ivy and heavy moss growing at its base. This tree was very tall and had limbs at its top, which were full of leaves. He could hear birds chirping from within the foliage.

In the lower part of the tree were two large branches. Each was covered with thick green moss, and one also had peach-colored flowers growing on top of the moss. 

“Oh!" Oscar hopped in excitement. “Those are Peach Jubilee Blossoms.” Putting down his pail and reaching up to the branch with the flowers. He slowly bent the branch downward until it broke off. 

“Now I have a reason to dance even more.” With an added rope, the branch was slung over his shoulder, and he was off and dancing. Now with an added song.

I’m dancing through the trees

A Bogre happy and free

Eating berries along the way

Smiling all day

He slowly disappeared down the path, headed towards the Land of a Thousand Caves.

Back at the tree, a faint cry was emerging from the other moss-covered branch. The birds in the branches high up in the tree could hear the cries, and one came down to see what the problem was. This bird was a large Split-Tailed Dragon Swallow. As soon as she landed on the branch, she could hear hundreds of voices crying out.

“There are too many of you talking at once, maybe calm down and let just one of you talk.” Slowly, the crying stopped, and a single Wood Sprite flew up to talk to the Swallow. “It’s just awful. A Bogre walked up and ripped the other branch off the tree, carrying the other wood sprites away.

How do we get our families together again?”

“You’re in luck, we are the swallows that send messages to Nilah, the Guardian Queen. I will fly to one of the towers and relay the message to the queen through her magic crystal ball. As soon as I hear back, I will come and let you know what is happening.” 

“Thank you so much, please hurry, I’m sure the wood sprites on the other log are very scared. If we are apart too long, the Jubilee Peach Flowers will die, and our villages wither and die also.” 

Without any hesitation, the dragon Swallow was off and disappeared into the sky. The Split-Tailed Dragon Swallow flew west, passing the West Fairy Crossing and the bridge over the Radiant Rapid River. She flew into a high window in the Queens West tower.
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