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    I dedicate this short story to my son. Always strive to seek the truth.
Dear Reader,
I hope you enjoy this short story as much as I enjoyed writing it. Kindly leave a honest review on the website you got it from.
Thanks in advance.
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Nobody knew when it started. All David Atkins knew was that it had started long before he was born. Even as he left their miniature brick house and trekked to the bus stop, his thoughts couldn’t stray from what his father had told him about the great revolution. It was something they never openly discussed. It was only whispered in secret circles and around dinner tables. It was like an oppressive cloud hanging over their lives. 

David could see it in the glances between his parents. How his mother stiffened in public whenever his dad touched her. Public display of affection was prohibited. Even over dinner, there was the sense of uneasiness as if someone was eavesdropping on them. Every word was spoken with care. 

As David walked to school, he once again stared at the rows of buildings on his left and right. They were of the same sizes and colour. Even the cars that passed by were of the same make and model. It was bizarre that no one saw anything wrong with that. He reached the bus stop, paused and glanced to his right as students also joined him. No conversations were made. Several tall metal poles lined the road, cameras blinking and recording every word and movement. Eyes, they called them.

A bus blared its horn and came to a halt beside them. David took his satchel and climbed aboard. He nodded at the driver who gave a curt nod. It was regulatory that students always greeted their elders. It was one of the tenets of the regime. Failure to comply would mean severe punishment indeed. He took a seat beside a boy of his age wearing similar black and white trunks. All the students in the bus sported the same hairstyle, no distinguishing features. 

How did they get here? David thought as the bus lurched and sped away. It was eight in the morning. 
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The bus entered the premises of their school and halted at a rectangular section meant for arrivals. Two teachers stood at the entrance of the gate inspecting students. Any students with the slightest deviation either in haircut, attire or even shoe was pulled aside. Palpable fear was evident on the faces of the culprits. From the soles of their feet to the crown of their head, all the students were uniform. The only distinguishing feature was the colour of their skin. The students walked in a single file to their various classes. 

David entered his class and took his seat. From his bag, he took what he would need for the day. He arranged them on his table as prescribed. Then they waited. At exactly eight thirty, the teacher for the day entered. The class stood up. The teacher, with the exception of the trousers he wore, also sported the same haircut. Even girls were not exempted, the same hairstyle and dress for everyone. The teacher wrote one word on the board. 

THE STATE

David’s head whipped up as the class began to recite it. 

“The state is supreme. None is above the law. All are equal, different is an aberration. Aberrations must be eliminated.” 

David felt a chill in his gut. Had he been found out? He should have reported it to the Eyes when he found it on his way last month. Better still, he should have destroyed it. The teacher met his gaze and for a moment he thought he would be called to recite the Articles of Freedom. The teacher signaled and the lessons began. Another day of brainwashing, he thought.
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