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Level: from Beginner to Advanced

Target Audience: Adults or Younger Learners

Objective:  Enable learners to understand and use Azerbaijani in daily interactions. 

Note: You can also use this book as a guidebook, too.
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​​​UNIT 1: INTRODUCTION TO AZERBAIJANI
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Goals: Learn the Azerbaijani alphabet, basic pronunciation, and greetings.  

Topics Covered:  

- Azerbaijani alphabet (Latin script)  

- Vowels and consonants  

- Pronunciation rules  

- Basic greetings and introductions (e.g., *Salam, mənim adım...*)  

- Numbers 1–10  

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]
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Azerbaijani Alphabet (Latin Script)
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The Azerbaijani alphabet, which uses the Latin script, consists of 32 letters. Each letter corresponds to a unique sound, and diacritical marks are used for specific letters to represent distinct sounds not found in English.

Here is the full Azerbaijani alphabet with pronunciation and English approximations:

––––––––
[image: ]


	L Letter

	Name

	Pronunciation (Approximation)


	A

	a

	[ah] – as in car


	B

	be

	[b] – as in book


	C

	ce

	[j] – as in jam


	Ç

	çe

	[ch] – as in check


	D

	de

	[d] – as in dog


	E

	e

	[æ] – as in bat, or [e] as in net


	Ə

	ə

	[æ] – like the a in cat


	F

	fe

	[f] – as in fun


	G

	ge

	[g] – as in go


	Ğ

	ğe

	Silent or softened vowels (like a glottal stop)


	H

	he

	[h] – as in hat


	X

	xe

	[kh] – a guttural sound, like Bach


	I

	i

	[ɯ] – like i in Turkish kısa (no exact English equivalent)


	İ

	i

	[ee] – as in see


	J

	je

	[zh] – like measure


	K

	ke

	[k] – as in kite


	Q

	qe

	[g] – as in Arabic Quran (deeper than English g)


	L

	le

	[l] – as in love


	M

	me

	[m] – as in moon


	N

	ne

	[n] – as in net


	O

	o

	[o] – as in or


	Ö

	ö

	[ø] – as in German schön or French peur


	P

	pe

	[p] – as in pen


	R

	re

	[r] – rolled, as in Spanish perro


	S

	se

	[s] – as in sun


	Ş

	şe

	[sh] – as in she


	T

	te

	[t] – as in top


	U

	u

	[oo] – as in boot


	Ü

	ü

	[y] – as in German über or French lune


	V

	ve

	[v] – as in van


	Y

	ye

	[y] – as in yes


	Z

	ze

	[z] – as in zebra



Key Notes on Pronunciation — Unique Letters

Ç, Ş, Ə, X, Ğ, İ, Ö, and Ü do not exist in English but represent distinct sounds.

Ə (ə):

Pronounced like the "cat."

X (x):

A guttural sound, like the "kh" in "Bach."

Q (q):

A deep "g" sound, similar to the Arabic letter ق (Qaf).

I (ı):

This is a sound with no dot, pronounced like a back vowel [ɯ].

İ (i):

Dotted i, pronounced as [ee], like the "i" in "machine."

Ö (ö) and Ü (ü):

Both are rounded vowels. Ö is like the French PEUR, and Ü is like the German ÜBER.
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Azerbaijani Vowels and Consonants
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The Azerbaijani alphabet consists of 32 letters, divided into vowels and consonants. Understanding these is crucial for correct pronunciation and sentence formation.

1. Vowels (Saitlər)

In Azerbaijani, nine vowels are categorized into two types based on harmony rules: front and back.

	Letter

	Pronunciation

	Example Word

	Translation


	A

	[ah] – car

	Ana ([ah-nah])

	Mother


	E

	[æ] – cat, or [e]

	El ([el])

	Region/People


	Ə

	[æ] – cat

	Əli ([æ-lee])

	A name


	I

	[ɯ] – no exact match

	Qız ([ghɯz])

	Girl


	İ

	[i] – machine

	İp ([eep])

	Rope


	O

	[o] – or

	Oğul ([o-ghool])

	Son


	Ö

	[ø] – peur (French)

	Göz ([gyøz])

	Eye


	U

	[oo] – boot

	Uzun ([oo-zun])

	Long


	Ü

	[y] – über (German)

	Üzüm ([y-zym])

	Grape



––––––––
[image: ]


2. Consonants (Samitlər)

There are 23 consonants in Azerbaijani. They include unique letters that represent sounds not found in English.

Consonant List:

	Letter

	Pronunciation

	Example Word

	Translation


	B

	[b] – book

	Bal ([bal])

	Honey


	C

	[j] – jam

	Cam ([jam])

	Glass


	Ç

	[ch] – check

	Çiçək ([chee-chek])

	Flower


	D

	[d] – dog

	Dəniz ([deh-neez])

	Sea


	F

	[f] – fun

	Fərid ([fæ-rid])

	A name


	G

	[g] – go

	Getmək ([get-mek])

	To go


	Ğ

	Softens vowel or silent

	Dağ ([dah])

	Mountain


	H

	[h] – hat

	Hava ([hah-vah])

	Weather


	X

	[kh] – Bach (German)

	Xalça ([khahl-cha])

	Carpet


	J

	[zh] – measure

	Jurnal ([zhoor-nahl])

	Magazine


	K

	[k] – kite

	Kitab ([kee-tab])

	Book


	Q

	[g] – go (deep)

	Qəzet ([gæ-zet])

	Newspaper


	L

	[l] – love

	Lampa ([lam-pah])

	Lamp


	M

	[m] – moon

	Masa ([mah-sah])

	Table


	N

	[n] – net

	Nənə ([neh-neh])

	Grandma


	P

	[p] – pen

	Pəncərə ([pen-jeh-reh])

	Window


	R

	[r] – rolled, perro

	Rəng ([ræng])

	Color


	S

	[s] – sun

	Söz ([søz])

	Word


	Ş

	[sh] – she

	Şərab ([shæ-rab])

	Wine


	T

	[t] – top

	Təsvir ([tes-veer])

	Description


	V

	[v] – van

	Valideyn ([vah-lee-deyn])

	Parent


	Y

	[y] – yes

	Yaz ([yahz])

	Spring


	Z

	[z] – zebra

	Zəng ([zæng])

	Call
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Grammar Rules for Vowels and Consonants
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Vowel Harmony:

Words must maintain harmony: either front vowels (E, Ə, İ, Ö, Ü) or back vowels (A, I, O, U).

Example: 

Front vowel harmony: Gözəl (beautiful)

Back vowel harmony: Ailə (family)

––––––––
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Consonant Rules:

Azerbaijani has hard and soft consonants, influencing suffixes.

Example: 

Kitab (book) + -da = Kitabda (in the book).

––––––––
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Stress Rules:

Stress is usually on the last syllable of a word: 

Məktəb (School) → [mek-TEB]

Tələbə (Student) → [te-le-BE]
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Basic Greetings and Introductions in Azerbaijani
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1.  Common Greetings and Responses


	Azerbaijani

	English

	Pronunciation


	Salam

	Hello

	[sah-lahm]


	Sabahınız xeyir

	Good morning

	[sah-bah-huh-nuhz khay-eer]


	Günortanız xeyir

	Good afternoon

	[gyoon-or-tah-nuhz khay-eer]


	Axşamınız xeyir

	Good evening

	[akh-shah-muh-nuhz khay-eer]


	Necəsiniz?

	How are you? (formal)

	[neh-jah-sih-neez]


	Nə var, nə yox?

	What's up? (informal)

	[neh vahr, neh yok]


	Sağ olun

	Thank you / Goodbye

	[sah-oh-lun]


	Xoş gəlmisiniz

	Welcome

	[khohsh gel-mee-sih-neez]



––––––––
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2.  Introducing Yourself




	Azerbaijani

	English

	Pronunciation


	Mənim adım ________.

	My name is ________.

	[meh-neem ah-duhm _______]


	Mən ________-danam/dənəm.

	I am from ________.

	[meh-neem _______-dah-nahm/dæ-nem]


	Mən müəlliməm.

	I am a teacher.

	[meh-neem moo-ell-lee-mem]


	Sizin adınız nədir?

	What is your name? (formal)

	[see-zeen ah-duh-nuhz neh-deer]


	Sən haradansan?

	Where are you from? (informal)

	[sehn hah-rah-dahn-sahn]


	Mənim yaşım ________.

	I am ________ years old.

	[meh-neem yah-shim _______]
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Practice Dialogues
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Dialogue 1: Basic Introduction

Person A: Salam, mənim adım Leyla. Sənin adın nədir?
(Hello, my name is Leyla. What is your name?)
Pronunciation: [sah-lahm, meh-neem ah-duhm Ley-lah. Seh-neen ah-duhn neh-deer?]

Person B: Salam, mənim adım Murad.
(Hello, my name is Murad.)
Pronunciation: [sah-lahm, meh-neem ah-duhm Moo-rahd.]

Dialogue 2: Asking About Origin

Person A: Sən haradansan?
(Where are you from?)
Pronunciation: [sehn hah-rah-dahn-sahn?]

Person B: Mən Bakıdanam. Bəs sən?
(I am from Baku. And you?)
Pronunciation: [meh-n Bah-koo-dah-nahm. Bahs sehn?]

Person A: Mən Gəncədənəm.
(I am from Ganja.)
Pronunciation: [meh-n Gæhn-jæh-deh-næm.]

Dialogue 3: Exchanging Pleasantries

Person A: Necəsiniz?
(How are you?)
Pronunciation: [neh-jah-sih-neez?]

Person B: Sağ olun, yaxşıyam. Bəs siz?
(Thank you, I am fine. And you?)
Pronunciation: [sah-oh-lun, yah-shuh-yahm. Bahs seez?]
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Azerbaijani Numbers 1–10
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A list of the numbers from 1 to 10 in Azerbaijani, along with their English translations and pronunciations.

	Number

	Azerbaijani

	English

	Pronunciation


	1

	Bir

	One

	[beer]


	2

	İki

	Two

	[ee-kee]


	3

	Üç

	Three

	[ooch]


	4

	Dörd

	Four

	[doerd]


	5

	Beş

	Five

	[besh]


	6

	Altı

	Six

	[ahl-tuh]


	7

	Yeddi

	Seven

	[yed-dee]


	8

	Səkkiz

	Eight

	[seh-keez]


	9

	Doqquz

	Nine

	[dok-kooz]


	10

	On

	Ten

	[ohn]



––––––––
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Grammar and Usage Rules

Number Placement:

Numbers are placed before the nouns they describe.
Example: 
Bir kitab (One book).

İki alma (Two apples).

Plural Form:

The noun following a number is typically not pluralized.
Example: 
Üç uşaq (Three children), not Üç uşaqlar.
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​​​Unit 2: Everyday Basics Phrases
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Goals: Learn essential vocabulary and phrases for daily use.  

Topics Covered:  

- Introducing yourself and others  

- Asking simple questions (e.g., *Bu nədir? Bu kimdir?*)  

- Days of the week and months of the year  

- Common expressions (e.g., *Bəli, Xeyr, Bağışlayın, Təşəkkür edirəm*)  

Grammar Focus:  

- Personal pronouns (*mən, sən, o, biz, siz, onlar*)  

- Basic sentence structure (Subject + Predicate)  

––––––––
[image: ]


Learn essential vocabulary and phrases to confidently introduce yourself and others in Azerbaijani.

	Azerbaijani

	English

	Pronunciation


	Salam

	Hello

	[sah-lahm]


	Mənim adım ________.

	My name is ________.

	[meh-neem ah-duhm _______]


	Sizin adınız nədir?

	What is your name? (formal)

	[see-zeen ah-duh-nuhz neh-deer]


	Sən haradansan?

	Where are you from? (informal)

	[sehn hah-rah-dahn-sahn]


	Mən ________-danam/dənəm.

	I am from ________.

	[meh-neem _______-dah-nahm/dæ-nem]


	Mən müəlliməm.

	I am a teacher.

	[meh-neem moo-ell-lee-mem]


	Tələbə

	Student

	[teh-leh-beh]


	Gözəl

	Beautiful

	[geh-zehl]
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Simple Dialogue:
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Dialogue: Introducing Yourself and a Friend

Person A: Salam, mənim adım Nigar. Sən kimsən?
(Hello, my name is Nigar. Who are you?)
Pronunciation: [sah-lahm, meh-neem ah-duhm Nee-gahr. Sehn keem-sehn?]

Person B: Salam, mənim adım Orxandır. Mən tələbəyəm.
(Hello, my name is Orkhan. I am a student.)
Pronunciation: [sah-lahm, meh-neem ah-duhm Or-khahn-duhr. Meh-n teh-leh-beh-yem.]

Person A: Bu kimdir?
(Who is this?)
Pronunciation: [boo keem-deer?]

Person B: Bu, dostum Əlidir. O, müəllimdir.
(This is my friend Ali. He is a teacher.)
Pronunciation: [boo, dos-toom Eh-lee-deer. Oh moo-ell-leem-deer.]
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Common Expressions in Azerbaijani
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Some essential phrases and expressions for everyday conversations in Azerbaijani:

	Basic Polite Expressions







	Azerbaijani

	English

	Pronunciation


	Bəli

	Yes

	[beh-lee]


	Xeyr

	No

	[khay-ahr]


	Bağışlayın

	Excuse me / Sorry

	[bah-ghuhsh-lah-yuhn]


	Təşəkkür edirəm

	Thank you

	[teh-shehk-yoor eh-deer-ehm]


	Xahiş edirəm

	Please

	[khah-eesh eh-deer-ehm]


	Sağ ol

	Goodbye (informal)

	[sahgh ol]


	Sağ olun

	Goodbye (formal)

	[sahgh oh-loon]


	Gecəniz xeyrə qalsın

	Good night (formal)

	[geh-dzeh-neez khay-rah kahl-suhn]


	Sabaha qədər!

	See you tomorrow!

	[sah-bah-hah geh-dahr]


	Yaxşı

	Good / Fine

	[yahkh-shuh]


	Nə var, nə yox?

	What's up? (informal)

	[neh vahr, neh yok?]



––––––––
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	Asking for Help or Information







	Azerbaijani

	English

	Pronunciation


	Bağışlayın, kömək edə bilərsiniz?

	Excuse me, can you help me?

	[bah-ghuhsh-lah-yuhn, koh-mehk eh-deer-lah-reer-seeniz?]


	Bunu necə edim?

	How should I do this?

	[boo-noo neh-jeh eh-deem?]


	Haradadır?

	Where is it?

	[hah-rah-dah-deer?]


	Nə qədərdir?

	How much is this?

	[neh geh-dahr-deer?]


	Necə gedir?

	How's it going?

	[neh-jeh geh-deer?]



––––––––
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	Expressing Polite Requests or Apologies


	Azerbaijani

	English

	Pronunciation


	Zəhmət olmasa

	Please (polite)

	[zeh-hmeht ohl-mah-sah]


	Bağışlayın, səhv etdim.

	Sorry, I made a mistake.

	[bah-ghuhsh-lah-yuhn, seh-ev eht-deem.]


	Narahat etməyin

	Don’t worry

	[nah-rah-hat eht-mey-in]


	Narahat olmayın

	Don’t be bothered

	[nah-rah-hat ohl-mah-yuhn]





	Responses to Questions







	Azerbaijani

	English

	Pronunciation


	Hə, doğrudur.

	Yes, it’s true.

	[heh, doh-ghroodoor]


	Bəli, razıyam.

	Yes, I agree.

	[beh-lee, rah-zuh-yehm]


	Yox, məncə yox.

	No, I don’t think so.

	[yok, men-jeh yok]


	Əlbəttə!

	Of course!

	[al-buh-teh]


	Məncə elədir.

	I think so.

	[men-jeh eh-leh-deer]



––––––––
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	Polite Responses for Introduction







	Azerbaijani

	English

	Pronunciation


	Tanış olduğumuza şadam.

	Nice to meet you.

	[tah-nuhsh oh-loo-doh-moo-zah shah-dahm]


	Mənimlə tanış olduğuna sevindim.

	I’m glad to meet you.

	[meh-neem-lah tah-nuhsh oh-loo-doh-noo-sah seh-vin-deem]


	Görüşmək ümidiylə.

	Hope to see you again.

	[goor-esh-mehk oo-mee-dee-lah]
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Asking Simple Questions in Azerbaijani
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	Common Simple Questions


	Azerbaijani

	English

	Pronunciation


	Bu nədir?

	What is this?

	[boo neh-deer]


	Bu kimdir?

	Who is this?

	[boo keem-deer]


	Bu nə qədərdir?

	How much is this?

	[boo neh geh-dær-deer]


	Bu haradadır?

	Where is this?

	[boo hah-rah-dah-deer]


	Bu sizin kitabınızdır?

	Is this your book?

	[boo see-zeen kee-tah-buh-nuhz-deer]
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