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          I) Synopsis: 
      Come with me on this wonderful journey through some of the most important wax museums in the world. 1- Tussaud's Wax Museum in London, England. 2- Gramado Wax Museum in Rio Grande do Sul. 3- Life of Christ Wax Museum in the city of Fátima, Portugal. 4- Wax Museum in the city of Olímpia, in the state of São Paulo. 
    

    
    
      We will also remember how the career of Marie Tussaud began, the creator of the most famous wax museum in the world, the Tussaud's Wax Museum in London. 
    

    
    
    
      Photo: View of the entrance to the shops in the Fátima Wax Museum Complex.
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      O Museu de Cera Dreamland em Foz do Iguaçu é maravilhoso.
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      IV) Wax museums.                  
    

    
      A- Madame Tussaud.             
    

    
      B- Gramado Museum.             
    

    
      C- Life of Christ Museum.      
    

    
      D- Olímpia-SP Museum.         
         
    

    
    
                           
                      
                                              
    

    
         
      II) Who was Marie Tussaud? 
    

    
        Anna Maria "Marie" Tussaud, (1 December 1761 – 16 April 1850), commonly known as Madame Tussaud, was a French artist known for her wax sculptures and Madame Tussauds, the wax museum she founded in London.
    

    
        Marie Tussaud was born on 1 December 1761 in Strasbourg, France. Her father, Joseph Grosholtz, was killed in the Seven Years' War just two months before Marie was born.
    

    
         When she was six years old, her mother, Anne-Marie Walder, took her to Bern, Switzerland. There the family moved into the home of local doctor Philippe Curtius (1741–1794), for whom Anne-Marie acted as housekeeper.
    

    
        Curtius, whom Marie would call her uncle, was skilled in wax modeling. He initially used this talent to illustrate anatomy, but he later used it for portraits. He moved to Paris in 1765 to establish a 
      Cabinet de Portraits En Cire
       (Wax portraiture firm).
    

    
        In that year, he made a waxwork of Louis XV's last mistress, Madame du Barry, a casting that is the oldest waxwork currently on display. A year later, Tussaud and her mother joined Curtius in Paris. The first exhibition of Curtius' waxworks was shown in 1770 and attracted a large crowd. 
    

    
        In 1776, the exhibition was moved to the Palais Royal and, in 1782, Curtius opened a second exhibit, the Caverne des Grands Voleurs (Cavern of the Grand Thieves), a precursor to Tussaud's Chamber of Horrors, on Boulevard du Temple.
    

    
        Curtius taught Tussaud the art of wax modelling. She showed talent for the technique and began working for him as an artist. In 1777, she created her first wax figure, that of Voltaire.
    

    
    
        From 1780 until the Revolution in 1789, Tussaud created many of her most famous portraits of celebrities such as those of philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Benjamin Franklin and Voltaire.
    

    
    
        During this period her memoirs claim she became employed to teach votive making to Élisabeth, the sister of Louis XVI. In her memoirs, she admitted to being privy to private conversations between the princess and her brother and members of his court. 
    

    
    
        She also claimed that members of the royal family were so pleased with her work that she was invited to live at Versailles for nine years, although no contemporary evidence exists to confirm her accounts.
    

    
    
        On 12 July 1789, wax heads of Jacques Necker and the duc d'Orléans made by Curtius were carried in a protest march two days before the attack on the Bastille.
    

    
        Tussaud was perceived as a royal sympathiser; in the Reign of Terror she was arrested, along with Joséphine de Beauharnais, and her head was shaved in preparation for her execution by guillotine. She said she was released thanks to Collot d'Herbois' support for Curtius and his household.
    

    
        Tussaud said she then was employed to make death masks and whole body casts of the revolution's famous victims, including Louis XVI, Marie Antoinette, Princesse de Lamballe, Jean-Paul Marat, and Maximilien Robespierre.
    

    
        When Curtius died in 1794, he left his collection of wax works to Tussaud. In 1795, she married François Tussaud, a civil engineer. The couple had three children: a daughter who died after birth and two sons, Joseph and François.
    

    
        In 1802, after the Treaty of Amiens, Tussaud went to London with her son Joseph, then four years old, to present her collection of portraits. She had accepted an invitation from Paul Philidor, a magic lantern and phantasmagoria pioneer, to exhibit her work alongside his show at the Lyceum Theatre. She did not fare particularly well financially, and left for Edinburgh in 1803.
    

    
        As a result of the Napoleonic Wars, Tussaud was unable to return to France so she travelled with her collection throughout the British Isles. In 1822, she reunited with her son François, who joined her in the family business. Her husband remained in France and the two never saw each other again.
    

    
         In November 1825, her touring exhibition was in the Wisbech Georgian theatre (now the Angles Theatre), having already been at Yarmouth, Norwich, King's Lynn and Bury St Edmunds. Entrance was 1s.
    

    
        In 1835, after 33 years touring Britain, she established her first permanent exhibition in Baker Street, on the upper floor of the "Baker Street Bazaar".
    

    
        In 1838, she wrote her memoirs. In 1842, she made a self-portrait which is now on display at the entrance of her museum. Some of the sculptures done by Tussaud herself still exist.
    

    
        She died in her sleep in London on 16 April 1850 at the age of 88. There is a memorial tablet to Madame Marie Tussaud on the right side of the nave of St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church, Cadogan Street, London.
    

    
        Upon Marie Tussaud's retirement, her son François (or Francis) became chief artist for the Exhibition. He was succeeded by his son Joseph, who  was succeeded by his son John Theodore Tussaud.
    

    
         
      Madame Tussaud's wax museum has now grown to become one of the major tourist attractions in London and has expanded with branches in
       Amsterdam, Istanbul, Beijing, Bangkok, Berlin, Blackpool, Sydney, Hong Kong, Wuhan, Las Vegas, San Francisco, Chongqing, Shanghai, New York City, Orlando, Nashville, Hollywood, Singapore, Tokyo, Budapest, Vienna, Washington D.C., New Delhi and Dubai. 
    

    
        As of 2019, the newest museum is in Prague. The current owner is Merlin Entertainments, a company owned by Blackstone Group.
    

    
    
    
      
        [image: Madame Tussaud, de cera, admira a cabeça do amigo Benjamin Franklin - Getty Images]
      
    

    
    
    
        Madame Tussaud, in wax, admires the head of her friend Benjamin Franklin.
    

    
      Madame Tussaud: The story behind the wax empire.
    

    
    
        173 years ago, the daughter of revolutionary France died. She built an economic empire by molding hyper-realistic statues.
    

    
    
        The lines to enter Madame Tussaud's museums are always long. Tourists from all over the world want to admire the famous life-size wax reproductions of Queen Elizabeth II, Gandhi, Adolf Hitler or Winston Churchill.
    

    
    
        What few people know, however, is that Madame Marie Tussaud really existed and, when she died at the age of 90 in her home on Baker Street, London, she was one of the richest women of her time.
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        The statue of Adolf Hitler.
    

    
          He founded an economic empire started with a small open wax museum in London in the eighteenth century. “She was an extraordinary woman for her deeds and by the time she lived. An example that is worth to this day, ”he tells Ah Pamela Pilbeam, a French history professor at the University of London and author of the book  
       Madame Tussaud and the History of Waxworks 
      . 
    

    
        It is fascinating to imagine that the period and place where Marie Groadholtz (the name Tussaud was from her husband) lived during the first half of her existence was France of the 1789 revolution and terror.
    

    
          The meeting: There is little record about Marie's early years. The main source is his memoir,  
       Madame Tussaud Memoirs and Reminiscences of France, Forming an Abradged History of the French Revolution 
      , written by artist Francis Hervé, a family friend, and published when she was 71 years old.  
    

    
          In the work, which seems to have been dictated by the biographed herself, Marie says she came from an old and noble Alsatian family. However, in reality their origins were modest, with a very tough life. She was born in Strasbourg, France, in 1761, and did not know her father, a German soldier who died two months before her birth.
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               The famous museum workshops never stop producing.
    

    
          To support the family, his mother, Anne Marie, moved to Bern, Switzerland, and became a rich city doctor, Dr. Philippe Curtius, particularly skilled in modeling wax, at the time material widely used by doctors, to reproduce parts of the human body for study. Curtius invested in something different: shaping heads and busts from inhabitants of the city and famous people at the time.  
    

    
          With his creations, he opened a small museum at home. It was an unexpected success. At a time when there was no photography, the press was primitive and the very expensive, this was the only opportunity people had to "meet" famous characters.
    

    
            Bern's inhabitants line up and began to pay to see the small exhibition of wonders. The collection was famous for Europe, attracting visitors from other regions, and soon caught the attention of French Prince Louis François de Bourbon, who invited the doctor to move to Paris to continue to practice his art.  
    

    
          Thus, in 1765, Curtius left Bern and settled in Saint-Honoré Street, in one of the most elegant areas of the city, with two assistants: Marie and Anne Marie.
    

    
                “Living” statues: at Paris Vivaz and Worldly of the last years of Ancien Régime, wax collections were already known. But in general the sculptures were limited to representing allegorical scenes of fantasy, or reproduced stories of classical literature.
    

    
            Curtius's works portrayed nobles, military, scientists, philosophers and famous characters of the time, in sized. Their statues wore real clothes, some of which belonging to the characters themselves represented, which generated great interest in the Parisian high society.
    

    
                                   
    

    
                                     
      
        [image: ]
      
    

    
                             Pelé, player 's wax statue.
    

    
            Curtius's first exhibition in Paris was inaugurated in 1770, and was a public success. One of the works represented Madame Du Barry, the favorite lover of Louis XV, a beautiful sleeping blonde whose statue can still be admired in the Madame Tussaud 's of London.  
    

    
          Because of the huge number of visitors, in 1776 the exhibition was transferred to Palais Royal, and six years later, thanks to the growing success, Curtius opened a new exhibition in Boulevard du Temple, one of the most chic places in the city.
    

    
            Marie was always next to her doctor, who not only perfectly taught her the art of creating wax statues, but she introduced her many intellectuals and aristocrats of that time, her friends. At the age of 17 Marie shaped her first wax statue, portraying Enlightenment philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau, followed shortly after the statues of also philosopher Voltaire and Benjamin Franklin, then US emissary in France. All the characters she had met in person.
    

    
          Lie or Marketing?: Marie was recognized for her skill with wax, and in 1780 at the age of 20, she was admitted to the court of Versailles, where she taught art to Princess Elizabeth, the younger sister of the future king Louis XVI.
    

    
            “The statues of Marie were different. She employed a feminine, beauty touch of likelihood to her creations. Something unprecedented at the time, which made the statues more beautiful and more real. This was one of the secrets of your success, ”says Professor Pilbeam.                          
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                            Ayrton Senna, the pilot of F1.
    

    
          In her memories, Marie says she lived in the French court for eight years and was intimate with a kind and very religious girl - who would die in the guillotine a few years later. Marie would have slept in the bedroom next to the princess's, often dinner with her and participated in the talks she had with the king.  
    

    
          However, this image of “noble woman” near the French royal family does not seem totally true. Marie also claims to have been a close friend of Madame Campan, Maria Antonieta's first maid.
    

    
          However, in official documents of the time, there is no mention of their name among the employees of the Permanent Versailles team. For some historians, Madame Tussaud did not lie about his stay in court, but may have exaggerated a little, as his role was secondary, merely giving some classes in a relatively short period. According to experts, this story would have been forged years later, after opening its museum in London, in a marketing play to attract visitors.
    

    
         
      Dangerous Relations: Guillotina was very close to Marie during the period of revolution and terror. After 1789, she was forced by the revolutionaries to model illustrious victims, many known to her and Curtius.  
    

    
          Marie collected the heads of the dead on her apron, took them home and reproduced them. The wax heads were placed in spears at Place de la Concorde, so that the people could see the end of the oppressors.
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                          Daily care in cleaning Stalin's head.
    

    
          Among her illustrious models was the young and beautiful princess Maria Luísa de Lamballe, lynched by crowd in one of the famous massacres of the revolution, and faithful reproductions of the head of Louis XVI, Robespierre and Maria Antonieta. But she would not have been to get the head of these three executed, but Curtius, who got them illegally after a small payment to the Samson executioner.
    

    
          Jean-Paul Marat and his killer, Charlotte Corday, were also then killed among their models. The French National Assembly ordered Marie to create a wax simulation of the homicide scene so that the Jacques-Luis painter David painted his famous picture  
       The death of Marat 
      .                                  
                                            
    

    
            Of innocent fun for all social classes, by which he could admire the life of the nobles and follow the changes of the queen's fashion, hairstyles and clothes, from 1789 his work took a new dimension, becoming something like the press of the time. Many images associated with the dramatic events of the French Revolution, many faces, many details derive from the statues created by Madame Tussaud.
    

    
            The Return: Curtius died in 1794, inherited Marie her precious collection of wax statues. The following year she married Frenchman François Tussaud and had two children. Upon separating, Marie left France to England.                          
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                              Statue of actress Marlene Dietrich.
    

    
            It was the end of a dangerous period and the beginning of a profitable epic. As soon as she arrived at the British Islands she proved her entrepreneurial spirit: she organized an exhibition tour, a traveling museum, traveling to Scotland, Ireland, England and Wales.
    

    
          In one of the trips he survived a wreck of the boat he was in, but lost many statues. After rebuilding his collection, he continued to run the United Kingdom for about 30 years, and his exhibition became the largest attraction in the country.
    

    
            Only in 1835, 74 years old, Marie decided to end her life nomad. But not the career. She opened with her children the first permanent wax museum in London, located on the corner of Baker Street and Portman Square streets.                                          
                                                 
    

    
            Another audience success, which attracted to the assiduous presence of the Duke of Wellington - who probably went to admire his statue near Napoleon and Queen Vitória. Soon he received invitations to open museum branches in cities such as Sydney, New York and Amsterdam. It was the beginning of the successful franchise that continues to today convey emotions to visitors.
    

    
            “In the nineteenth century it was common for a

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
      	
        
          [image: China]
        
         Beijing, China (2014)
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         Chongqing, China (2016)
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         Shanghai, China (2006)
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         Wuhan, China (2013)
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         Hong Kong (2000)
      

      	
        
          [image: India]
        
         Delhi, India (2017–2020, 2023)
      

      	
        
          [image: Japan]
        
         Tokyo, Japan (2013)
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         Singapore (2014)
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         Bangkok, Thailand (2010)
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         Dubai, United Arab Emirates (2021)
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         Amsterdam, Netherlands (1970)
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         Berlin, Germany (2008)
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         Blackpool, United Kingdom (2011)
      

      	
        
          [image: Hungary]
        
         Budapest, Hungary (2023)
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         London, United Kingdom (1835)
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         Prague, Czech Republic (2019)
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         Vienna, Austria (2011)
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         Istanbul, Turkey (2016–2024)
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         Hollywood, United States (2009)
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         Las Vegas, United States (1999)
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         Nashville, United States (2017)
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         New York City, United States (2000)
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         Orlando, United States (2015)
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         San Francisco, United States (2014–2024)
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         Washington, D.C., United States (2007–2021)
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          Sydney, Australia (2012)
      

    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
      	
        Two floors to narrate the life of Christ;
      

      	
        two floors as a complement to the commercial area;
      

      	
        Two floors for light vehicle parking.
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