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  For Dad, because he inspired the character who is Fox. 






  
  Introduction To The Draoithe Saga
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Draoithe Saga



Steamy hot, wickedly delicious paranormal romance, magical realism, and urban fantasy stories set in a dream to live for!
Those who come to Draoithe aid in the fight to restore the magical balance of the dream, one couple at a time. 
Grab a good drink, curl up in a good seat, choose a book from the Saga, and escape into the dream while you meet the men and women who call it home. 
Draoithe is a world in which myths, legends, and fairytales walk among the strange and wonderful. 
They often find balance in a lifemate, and the magic from the past lives again! 
Welcome to the dream...
Steamy Urban Fantasy and Paranormal Romance Stories with Fated Mates 18+ HEA! NC!
***Warning: Adult Themes, Fantasy Violence, and/or Explicit Sexual Situations. Intended for a Mature Audience.
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A Note from Ophelia Kee

Note to the Reader: 
A saga is defined as a long story of heroic achievement, especially a medieval prose narrative often found in Old Norse or Old Icelandic. It’s a form of the novel in which the members of a social group chronicle a long story detailing a dramatic history. 
Compartmentalized in several miniseries for easier reading, the Draoithe Saga tells the story of the founding of an immortal kingdom in the Leaindeail to combat those responsible for unbalancing the magic of the dream. It’s told through the eyes of those connected with its creation and the readers see the story through tales of couples who find hope through their connection to Draoithe. 
The central time frame is the year 2016, although pertinent information from the past reveals itself as the characters understand it. The central place is an eerily familiar yet magical realist, Tyler, Texas. As the tale draws out, other kingdoms set in other locations interact with the Druid pack to bring about the end of Peter Elliot and restore the balance of magic, so those tales, too, became a part of the Draoithe Saga as well. Cameo appearances of characters from other tales are common. Overlapping scenes from the events often relates alternate perspectives as the story unfolds. 



Watch the trailer, research videos, vlogs, and more on YouTube.
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Subscribe to Ophelia Kee on YouTube
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Druid Fox

Druid Fox Kingdom Rising Volume 2
A Draoithe Saga Tale
Fox, also known as Duncan O’Sullivan, is a cunning ancient Druid king, who has lived for four hundred years alongside his loyal mate, Arturista Jonsdottir. His extensive knowledge of Druid magic means he possesses a potent tool that could benefit a new pack. Recognizing Luke Mendez’s potential as an admirable leader, Fox offers his aid to Luke and his pack. However, in exchange for his magical knowledge and admittance to the pack, Fox requests sanctuary for himself, his mate, and one companion. There’s more to Fox’s bargain than meets the eye. 
Fox harbors a few secrets that could pose a significant risk to the pack, and Luke must decide whether the offered deal is worth jeopardizing his group’s safety. Above all, the fate of Fox’s cherished mate is at stake. It remains to be seen whether a lone fox will ultimately join forces with the pack.
Druid Fox is the second volume in Kingdom Rising, the first miniseries in the Draoithe Saga by Ophelia Kee. If you enjoy modern urban fantasy, sexy shifters, and magic gone awry, then you’ll love the characters and the world building in Druid Fox. 
It’s not just a story, it’s an experience. Welcome to the dream…
Urban Fantasy with Steamy Paranormal Romance Fated Mates 18+ HEA! NC! 
***Warning: Adult Themes, Fantasy Violence, and/or Explicit Sexual Situations. Intended for a Mature Audience.
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Artie

Artie is a true submissive shifter. The love of her life saved her by turning her, then claiming her as his body servant. She needs him as the king he really is, but he always worries he has somehow forced the one woman he needs more than his life into an unacceptable arrangement. She will go to great lengths to convince her Druid king he is her everything.   

Arturista Jonsdottir
AKA: Artie
Smells like: snow in the pines
Expense Accountant for Draoithe 
Mate: Fox
Platinum blonde hair
Grey eyes
5’0” tall 
100 lbs
410? Years old
White Witch and fox shifter - submissive
Artie loves Fox. She learned the light magic to be a white witch and was gifted with telekinesis. Fox is driven crazy with her chaos, because she jumps from one task to another without finishing it. She leans on his strength and survives entirely because of his love. He is her dark king.
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Fox


Fox, or Duncan O’Sullivan, was born as a fox shifter and Druid king. He controls Netherworld magic in the Leaindeail. Old, powerful, and intelligent, Fox seeks refuge with the Druid pack after rescuing a friend from a man named Peter Elliot. He has his own hangups and issues, but he’s one of the good guys.  

Duncan O’Sullivan
AKA: Fox
Smells like: Ink on parchment
Head of Intelligence part of the Inner Triangle of leadership at Draoithe
Mate: Artie
Reddish brown hair
Aquamarine eyes
5‘9“ tall
160 lbs
527 years old
Druid Ruiri fox shifter - Alpha
Fox is madly in love with his body servant, Artie. He will do anything to keep her, including giving away the secrets of the magic he wields. His queen has his heart and loves him for the king he really is.






  
    
      Contents

    

    
      
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Newsletter Friends
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        1.
        
        Javier 
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        2.
        
        Fox / Javier
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        3.
        
        Javier
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        4.
        
        Javier / Isabell
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        5.
        
        Artie
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        6.
        
        Fox and Luke / Fox and Artie
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        7.
        
        Fox
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        8.
        
        Fox
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        9.
        
        Fox / Artie
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        10.
        
        Artie
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        11.
        
        Fox
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        12.
        
        Fox
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        13.
        
        Fox
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        14.
        
        Fox
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        15.
        
        Fox
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        16.
        
        Fox / Luke
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        17.
        
        Luke and Eli
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        18.
        
         Artie
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        19.
        
        Artie 
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        20.
        
        Fox
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        21.
        
        Fox / Eli
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        22.
        
        Eli
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        23.
        
        Artie
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        24.
        
        Fox
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        25.
        
        Luke
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        26.
        
        Fox
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        27.
        
        Inner Circle
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        28.
        
        Artie
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        29.
        
        Fox
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        30.
        
        Javier
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Sneak Peek at Big Bad Wolf
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Want More from the Dream?
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Also By Ophelia Kee
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Acknowledgments
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Contact Ophelia Kee
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        About the Author - Ophelia Kee
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
      

    
  


  
  Newsletter Friends






[image: Magic Scroll]
Magic Scroll


Dear Reader, 

Druid Fox is Volume 2

in the Kingdom Rising Miniseries.

I hope you enjoy it all.

For more information, 

please join my group of

Newsletter Friends
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Newsletter Friends


Welcome to the dream...









  
  Javier 


They walked through the trees to Javier’s cabin to discuss the Fox situation. Javier wanted to be clear about what Luke wanted him to do and how the whole thing needed to be handled. 
“Fox. First, I pick him, his mate, and a friend up at DFW. Flying in from San Diego, landing at four fifteen. Now for the important stuff. Who is Fox?” 
Javier asked, blunt as usual. He liked to get to the heart of matters and cut out the fluff.
Eli looked at Luke, too. It seemed like she needed information as bad as Javier did. 
“Fox is Duncan O’Sullivan. He’s Irish, with flaming reddish-brown hair, freckles, and a hawkish nose. Smells like ink and parchment paper. He looks like a fox, and he is a fox. Sly, cunning, librarian-like. Too smart. He has a slender build about five feet nine inches tall and weighs a hundred sixty pounds. Deep eyes.” 
Eli’s tinkling laughter interrupted Luke in his description of Fox. 
“Is Javier boxing with Fox or giving the man a lift into Tyler?” 
She smiled, and both men laughed, although both had been serious a moment before. They indulged her. 
“Cute, Eli,” Javier said, then turned serious again as he looked back at Luke.
“What about his mate?” 
Javier needed information.
Eli hissed playfully at Javier before focusing her attention back on Luke. 
“Artie is Arturista Jonsdottir. She’s Norse with pale ice-blonde hair. She’s an all-white arctic fox. Smells like snow in the pines. She’s about five feet tall and weighs a hundred pounds, soaking wet in her winter clothes. Tiny lady with slender hands. Clear grey eyes.”
“What about the friend? Any clues?” Eli asked, having lost her playfulness. Knowledge was power.
“I don’t know who it could be. Fox has connections around the world, but the friend is involved in all of this or he wouldn’t be running. He sought refuge with Fox and Artie, or he wouldn’t be traveling with them. Whatever Fox knows about this guy, Elliot, we need to hear.” 
Luke proposed his theory.
“My thoughts traveled the same line. This friend is running from the same enemy as the two foxes,” Javier surmised. 
“What’s the plan, Boss?” 
“Bring them to Eli’s house. We’ll have dinner and learn what they know. Then we can assess the danger and discuss acceptance into the pack. There’s strength in diverse numbers, but that can also lead to contention. I offered refuge. I moved into Eli’s house over the weekend after what happened on Friday because I don’t want to leave her alone.”
Javier nodded, as if he expected that news. The attack on Eli seemed unwarranted. Peter Elliot didn’t have an issue with attacking women to get to the man he was after. 
Why Luke? They still didn’t know. 
Eli smiled at Luke. It was still strange to think of a tiger and a direwolf as a matched pair, much less believe they existed. He was now part of that immortal world, and he was happy for his friends.
“I thought about giving my house to Fox and Artie. They liquidated their home in San Diego and are traveling light. If I know Fox, he shipped the things he valued before he left, ordered replacements for what he felt he could leave behind, and refused to look back. My furniture is still in my house. It would help them transition easier if they stay. I still owe them an unpayable debt for what they did to help me save my pack and my mate. If they don’t stay, I can have the furniture placed in storage when they leave, then rent my house out.” 
Luke looked at Eli and Javier to gauge their reactions.
“If you trust him, I’m good with it. I’m more concerned with whatever threat the friend might bring with them.” Javier shared his concern. 
Luke nodded his head in concurrence. Eli jumped to the next step.
“I think it sounds good. If Fox and Artie join the pack, they’d bring in money by continuing to sell information about shifters to other shifters. I work, you and Javier handle the pack’s business. We wait and see what this friend might contribute and if they wish to stay.” 
Eli summed up the situation. She knew Javier well.
“Speaking of pack business. The Mennonites are coming at the end of the week. This project will wrap up in about two, maybe three months, Luke. I thought you said this job was going to last a year?” 
Javier asked, because he needed to understand what Luke expected and how he fit, if he still did. Some things didn’t add up for him.
“It will last about a year. This is phase one. Phase two should begin in August or September. I wanted to give us time to move in once the retreat construction finished before we start the next part, but we could start it earlier. I sense you’re worried. Why?” 
Luke asked, confused by his friend’s concern.
“I thought maybe you didn’t need me once the retreat construction finished,” Javier noted the current situation wasn’t meshing with the work situation.
“Have you changed your mind about being the beta in the pack? I won’t say I wouldn’t be sad about losing you, but I won’t force you. You’re easily an alpha in your own right.” 
Luke didn’t want to hear his friend tell him he’d decided against being the pack beta. That wasn’t the issue. Work was the issue, and it seemed as if there wasn’t enough to sustain the current arrangement he and Luke had.
“I don’t think I understand my role if I stay. I mean, once the construction is done.” Javier was confused, and he didn’t want charity. He wanted meaningful work.
Luke laughed. 
“Sorry man, I guess I expected you to read my mind. Okay, so phase two is building a pool, a gym, a hotel, and separate small cabins around the lake to rent out to shifters who need to get away before they start over. We live a long time, so we have to drop out of sight every so often. Then we rebuild our identity if we want to continue to live in the human world.” 
Luke waited for Javier to nod his understanding before he continued. 
“The guests will rent the cabins while the pack’s living in a big house. Those who need help could request refuge as Fox has, and we could offer them sanctuary. We become a for-profit business and a charity at the same time. You, my friend, would be indispensable in handling the staff and the guests, organizing events, security…” 
“Look, Eli teaches high school, and she’s a tiger. She doesn’t exactly equal pleasing the crowd. She’s more like ordering them around. I need a business partner. Someone who can read people. Help me keep things in order.” Luke stopped talking.
“Partner? Are you kidding?!” Javier was incredulous as he looked back and forth between his friends’ faces. Eli smiled. Javier couldn’t afford to consider a partnership with Luke.
“Dead serious. Equal partners with equal power. For the pack’s business, I’m the alpha. You’re my beta, but the retreat, business partners. Fifty-Fifty. Eli owns the land and all the structures as a silent partner. You and I run the business and the charity’s full-time day-to-day operations. Say you’ll do it.” 
“You’re serious?” 
Javier shook his head and chuffed.
“My lawyer’s drawing up the paperwork. I put it in motion Saturday afternoon when you agreed to be beta. All the property is in Eli’s name, so if anything happens, no one can take her home away. I paid everything for with no mortgage. The business plans are being drawn up, and our partnership documents will be ready for us to sign long before we open for business in July next year.” 
Luke explained the legal side.
“Where’s all this money coming from?” 
Maybe it sounded too good to be true. If it was all legitimate, then Javier underestimated Luke. The man was smart, maybe too smart. That would be reason enough to remain as the pack beta and let Luke be the alpha pack leader.
“My trust fund is being split. Half will stay with me. I kind of like my lifestyle. During football season, I seem to need new televisions. The other half is being set aside as capital for the business, start-up money.” Luke answered straight forward the way he was about everything else.
“How much is half?” 
He cared little about money, but it was more than a little money. The entire endeavor was huge.
“Ten and a half million. It’s like three times what’s necessary, but we have to remember part of this place will function as a charity.” 
Luke offered his reasoning and business ideas. 
Luke was sure he had enough to do things right, and he was also positive it would be profitable on the business side. The man impressed Javier. 
The plan wasn’t a new idea. Rather, something Luke had been working on for a while, maybe even years.
“Let me get this straight. You had twenty-one million dollars?” Javier had to ask. 
Luke never acted like the rich stuck-up type. That kind of money rarely equaled out to a man like Luke Mendez. Javier was having trouble meshing the man he thought Luke was with the money he now seemed to have at his disposal.
“No, I had twenty-five million, but I bought a house, some land, a few televisions, and built a retreat, hired a site manager, construction crew, courted Eli, paid Fox for information, went on a business trip, paid a bunch of legal fees and a designer. You know, basic crap.” 
Luke shrugged.
“Look, I live day-to-day off my retirement money. The trust fund built up. I didn’t earn that money, so I did something good with it. I used it to bankroll a for-profit business with a non-profit side gig.” 
Luke deadpanned the money situation. 
Javier didn’t care about the money, but it was more than he’d ever hoped to see in his lifetime. It made him a little uncomfortable. 
He felt differently about everything somehow. Things seemed more serious when the talk centered on so much wealth.
“Look, Javier, I need a beta for pack stability. Whoever has that job gets the partnership, because I have to have a beta I can trust. The beta has to have a vested interest in the pack. Five and a quarter mil is one helluva vested interest. Be the beta, be my business partner. I need you.” Luke asked his friend again.
“Damn, you drive a hard bargain. If I said no, you’d still call me friend, wouldn’t you?“
Javier was grinning. Luke was a good man and a better friend. Loyalty to him was easy.
“Yeah, but your job runs out in January. Say yes.“
Luke encouraged Javier again.
“All right.” Javier agreed, with no reluctance. 
The two men rose to their feet and clasped their right forearms. “Deal, you have your beta and your business partner.”
“It’s almost two-thirty. You better get rolling, Javier. The traffic into DFW is a nightmare.” 
Eli smiled, and she seemed happy, too. That made Javier think he’d made the right decision. 
Javier hugged Eli, shoulder to shoulder, and clasped forearms with Luke. 
“Take care of my retreat, partner. I’ll bring the packages to Eli’s house around six. I still have questions.” 
With that, he stepped off the porch and headed to his truck. A boring trip to Dallas was a good time to think.






  
  Fox / Javier


Fox 
He hated planes. They were too confining, too crowded. There were too many people on them breathing the same air he needed to breathe. The anxiety of flying led him to avoid it at all costs.
They needed to move quick and light. He tried to suck it up and deal with it. That didn’t ease his irritability one bit.
After they broke in, rescued the shifters, and burnt down one of Elliot’s warehouse operations, Fox had decided that it was time to go. When he realized someone had tracked Isabell to their beach house, the timeline for departure became immediate. 
Protecting Artie was his primary concern. She was everything. Fox couldn’t exist without her.
He looked at Isabell. She’d been quiet. She was fading. It was torturous to watch. 
She was a powerful first-order shifter. Fox lacked the resources to help her. God, he hoped Luke could help. If she faded, it would devastate Artie. That was something he couldn’t allow. 
Fox wanted to growl again as he saw the heavy makeup covering the bruise on Isabell’s face. No one should ever treat a woman as she’d been. No man ever needed to raise his hand in anger against a woman. 
The evil in that rubbed Fox’s fur the wrong way, and he only barely contained the snarl that went along with his thoughts. For the first time in many years, Duncan O’Sullivan had a true enemy, and he lacked the might to destroy that enemy alone.
Fox knew he’d made the right decision to leave California when he looked at Artie. She smiled shyly at him as they waited to board their connecting flight. 
He would fly a million more times no matter how grouchy flying made him, as long as she remained safe. Losing her wasn’t something Fox could survive. She was the other half of his soul. The bond between the two of them was strong.
There would be help and a haven in Tyler. Fox had to believe that. He’d felt the power in Luke long ago. 
That Luke had built a pack at the same time Fox learned of Isabell’s situation only pushed him further in his belief that Lucas Mendez was a man Fox could serve. 
They just had to get to Luke, and Fox’s plans could continue just as he needed them to. Everything would still work out. 
Fox was nervous anyway. For the first time since claiming Artie, he didn’t have a place of his own to offer to her as a den. Things had changed. 
They were running. That rubbed Fox the wrong way, too. He didn’t enjoy having his plans disrupted. At least he’d known a change was imminent.
Fox needed to change, too. It was time to join a pack. No more carefree exploring the world with Artie. The balance of magic had shifted the wrong way toward chaos and disorder. He could feel it.
Protecting Artie was no longer possible on their own. He needed help. Fox wasn’t dumb enough to ignore the truth when it hit him in the head. 
He hoped this jump from California to Texas didn’t cause a new plan. The last thing he wanted was to have to start over from scratch.
Javier
The trip to the airport went well. There was a bit of traffic once he hit Dallas, but nothing out of the ordinary. He had time to think and get comfortable with his new role as a partner in the retreat. 
It felt good. Eli seemed happy. She was a good ruler to measure by. 
Luke was a good man. Javier had liked him from the first time they talked. Funny how having your ass handed to you and then shaking the hand of the man who bested you changed your perspective. Javier could laugh about it afterward, even if he’d been none too thrilled.
When he got to the airport, Javier didn’t wait long. He parked in short-term parking and walked into the airport. The plane was right on time. 
He met Fox in the baggage claim to help with the luggage. He hoped it wasn’t too much. 
They’d left California for good, running from danger to either Fox and Artie, their friend, or both. It was a bit more than carry-on luggage, for sure. 
“You must be, Javier.” 
Fox walked right up to him and clasped his right forearm as Luke always did. Javier made a mental note to ask Luke about that whole greeting system.
“It’s nice to meet you. I’m Duncan, but please, call me Fox.” 
Javier liked the reddish brown-haired man. Luke was right. The man’s scent seemed to match his character. He smelled of ink and parchment. 
Fox was easygoing and seemed to have smile lines etched on his face. He was a nerd. It stood out. 
He was also an alpha male. The sense of power he gave off was no joke, either. It was a cool combination. 
“And the rest of your party?” 
Javier was curious who the friend was. He wanted to assess the danger for himself and the pack. Meeting the friend and getting a feel for him would help. His role as head of security fit him too well.
“Artie and Isabell are in the ladies’ room. Help me grab this luggage, will you? I hate flying. It sucks.” Fox replied, making small talk.
It surprised Javier to learn the friend was female. He was curious to see her and meet her. 
How dangerous could one woman be? He’d assumed the friend would be a man. Odd how the friend being a female changed the game for Javier.
Javier took the suitcase and grabbed another that Fox indicated. By the time the ladies arrived, they had collected six suitcases on wheels and a couple of shoulder bags. Javier felt they
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