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			A WOMAN IN ARABIA

			GERTRUDE BELL (1868–1926), daughter of pioneers of the Industrial Revolution, turned her back on privilege and society to become a renowned traveler, mountaineer, stateswoman, Arabist, linguist, archaeologist, photographer, and writer. She was born in County Durham, England, and in her youth met such distinguished men of the day as Robert Louis Stevenson, William Morris, Charles Darwin, and Charles Dickens when they visited her grandfather and father in Yorkshire. She began her career at age twenty by becoming the first woman to gain first-class honors in Modern History at Oxford University. She survived seven independent desert expeditions, and during World War I she served as intelligence expert, army major, and adviser for the British armed forces in the Middle East, rising to become the most powerful woman in the British Empire and contributing to the defeat of the Ottoman Empire. On first-name terms with the leaders of the British Empire, she was treated as an equal by the sheikhs and mullahs of Arabia as well. In the administration of Mesopotamia after the war, she achieved her self-imposed mission of delivering self-determination to the Arabs and, along with Winston Churchill and T. E. Lawrence, succeeded in placing King Faisal on the throne of the new Iraq. Her influence spread to Southern Arabia, where her early advice on the threat of Ibn Saud led the British government to modify his territorial ambitions, and to Palestine, where she predicted that the establishment of a Zionist state would cause endless future conflict. In 1917 Bell was named a Commander of the British Empire (CBE) for her service in the war. She died in Baghdad two days before her fifty-eighth birthday.

			GEORGINA HOWELL is the author of the acclaimed biography Gertrude Bell: Queen of the Desert, Shaper of Nations. She has written for Vanity Fair, Vogue, The Sunday Times, The Observer, and Tatler. She has one son and lives in London and Brittany with her husband, Christopher Bailey.
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			I dedicate this book to my son, Dr. Thomas Buhler, and to Charlotte Stafford, who have resolved so many of my dilemmas with their knowledge of both literature and publishing

		

	
		
			Introduction

			The phenomenal Gertrude Lowthian Bell came from a family of wealthy British industrialists in the north of England in the mid-nineteenth century. From sheep farmers and blacksmiths they had become the sixth-richest family in Britain. The Bells at their most powerful employed some forty-five thousand workers at their steel and chemical works and mines. They made the steel components, weighing fifty thousand tons, for the Sydney Harbour Bridge and the track for hundreds of thousands of miles of railways all over the world. They were intellectuals, Liberal voters, and anti-aristocracy, although they had begun to marry into the nobility. In childhood, Gertrude met the scientists, writers, and statesmen of the day as they visited her grandfather and her father in Yorkshire: men such as Charles Dickens, Charles Darwin, Robert Louis Stevenson, and William Morris. Even as a child, Gertrude was intimidated by no one, telling a divinity teacher that she “didn’t believe a word of it.” She began her adult life at twenty, in 1888, by becoming the first woman to gain first-class honors in Modern History at Oxford University. After a life full of adventure and rule-breaking and exploration, she did something of unique importance: she founded a nation, the nation of Iraq.

			Her father, Hugh Bell, was married at twenty-three to Mary Shield. A beautiful local girl, she was the daughter of a Newcastle merchant. Gertrude was their first child, born in 1868. Tragically, Mary Bell survived only three weeks after the birth of their second child, Gertrude’s brother Maurice.

			Hugh became for a time a poignant figure, working six days a week at the Clarence steelworks in Middlesbrough. His sister Ada moved in to run the house and look after the children. Hugh had to share his Sundays with his sister, a wet nurse, and some half-dozen servants. Through the matchmaking of his two sisters, he met and then married Florence Eveleen Eleanore Olliffe. She had been born and brought up in Paris, where her father was physician to the British Embassy. The good-hearted Florence, who now became “Mother” to Gertrude, adored children and domestic life. She wrote plays and novels, and became heavily involved in social work into which she would co-opt Gertrude whenever she was at home for long enough. Florence wrote a groundbreaking factual book, At the Works, the result of thirty years of interviews with the families of steelworkers, exposing the suffering they endured.

			The bond between Hugh and the eight-year-old Gertrude was extraordinary. They were everything to each other and would remain so even when living on opposite sides of the world. Florence was to write a novel concerning the second wife of a man whose bond with his daughter was so strong as almost to exclude his wife. The deep mutual affection was “to both the very foundation of existence until the day she died.” Florence never tried to divide them, but she had difficulty with Gertrude, who was used to bossing the household and running rings around her unfortunate governesses. She was domineering and willful. She would climb on the greenhouse roof, she played the garden hose down the laundry chimney and flooded the fire, and she galloped about the countryside and beaches on her ponies while her small brother tried to follow her, coming home covered with cuts and bruises.

			It was not long before Florence had her own children: Hugo, Elsa, and Molly. Gentle and forbearing as Florence was, she found the teenage Gertrude too much for her: scowling, noisy, argumentative, opinionated, bursting with energy, and thirsty for knowledge. And so, most unusually for a girl of her wealth and class, Gertrude was sent to school in London: to Queen’s College in Harley Street, and from there to Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford. Having done that with brilliance, Gertrude came back to a Florence determined to get rid of her “Oxfordy manner” and turn her into a marriageable prospect. For a while, before becoming a debutante presented to the Queen at court, she was entrusted with housekeeping, care of her sisters and brothers, and bookkeeping. As a reward, she was given a wardrobe of wonderful clothes and sent on holiday to embassies in Bucharest, Tehran, and Berlin, where her uncle was British ambassador. She went around the world twice, once with her brother Maurice and the second time with her half-brother Hugo.

			She must be one of the best-documented women of all time. There are seventy-five feet of shelving in the Bell archive, with its sixteen thousand letters, sixteen diaries, seven archaeological field books, dozens of small leather notebooks, and the three thousand items collected under the heading “Miscellaneous.” Then there are her eight published books and hundreds of political position papers. There are also seven thousand glass plates of the photographs she took of archaeological sites now ransacked or crumbled away, and images of Middle Eastern life as it had been lived for thousands of years. Those are the papers and photographs in Newcastle University alone.

			As a highly skilled photographer and a member of the Royal Photographic Society, she carried two cameras into the desert: one that took glass plates 6.5 inches high by 4.25 inches wide, the other designed for panoramic views. To scan an entire archaeological site she would combine carefully angled shots to give exact panoramas, which are prized by Newcastle’s School of Historical Studies for their depiction of monuments and churches before they were further eroded and damaged.

			Her first book in print was Persian Pictures, a collection of essays written about her stay in Tehran and her introduction to the desert. She thought this book to be too slight but was persuaded to publish nonetheless. Poems from the Divan of Hafiz was a collection of work of the fourteenth-century Sufi master who is Persia’s most famous poet. Gertrude became fluent in the language to make the translations and then rendered them in lyrical English. The Desert and the Sown was the account of her 1905 trip across the Syrian Desert from Jericho to Antioch. The Thousand and One Churches, written with scholar Sir William Mitchell Ramsay, was an investigation of the Hittite and Byzantine site of Binbirkilise in Turkey in 1907; the book led to Gertrude’s election as a fellow of the Royal Geographical Society. The private diaries she wrote for her lover Dick Doughty-Wylie, containing the account of her incarceration in Hayyil, were edited by Rosemary O’Brien and published in 2000 under the title The Arabian Diaries, 1913–1914. Amurath to Amurath came from her 1909 six-month journey through Syria and along the unexplored banks of the Euphrates. The Palace and Mosque at Ukhaidir and The Vaulting System at Ukhaidir contained her meticulous drawings and measurements of the enormous ruined palace she discovered in the desert near Karbala. The Churches and Monasteries of the Tur Abdin took her back to Ukhaidir and north to Turkey in 1911. Gertrude’s handbook The Arab of Mesopotamia, written by request as an introduction to the region for the military officers and civil servants who were posted there after World War I, is a collection of essays. Some of these are rigorously informative and some are eccentric and amusing. A book-length white paper for the British government, Review of the Civil Administration of Mesopotamia, explained the problems and solutions that confronted the High Commission when it arrived in Basra, and then in Baghdad, after the Turkish retreat.

			From the time she took up her post as “Major Miss Bell” in the Intelligence Bureau in Cairo in 1915, and no longer had time to keep a diary, she told her father that her letters to the family would in future be her diary and asked him to keep them. Her work at the bureau was secret, and there was much she omitted to tell, but she continued to write home two or three times a week. The letters were so regular over so many years that their rare cessation signaled an interval of a few days during which she was doing something secret. There are three missing days and nights in November 1915, which give the clue to a mystery that has perplexed historians for a hundred years (see “The Lover”). The second time, during the period in which she was an intelligence officer in Basra, was April 16–27, 1916. Those were exactly the days in which her friends T. E. Lawrence and Aubrey Herbert—with whom she had discussed “vast schemes for the government of the universe” the previous week—were entrusted with the attempt to break the Turkish siege of Kut, in which starving British soldiers and townspeople were reduced to eating rats and dogs. According to Gertrude’s letters home, she went “up the Shatt al’ Arab to check the maps.” After her death, King Faisal referred to further unrecorded adventures in which she nearly lost her life, saying, “She could play a man’s part in the action. . . . She ventured alone and disguised into the remotest districts . . . Death held no fear for her. Her personal safety was her last consideration.” In the same interview he added the extraordinary assertion that she had on one occasion led some tribesmen in an attack on the Turks and on another been taken prisoner by the Turks but had managed to escape. Even in her midfifties, when she and Haji Naji, a gardener and great friend, were harassed by a mad dervish with an iron staff, she snatched it up and struck him with it. He left.

			During her lifetime she made seven expeditions into the vast regions of the Middle East and Turkey, first as a wealthy tourist but soon as an archaeologist, explorer, and information gatherer for the British government. They were possibly the happiest times of her life. Once she was based in an office, whether engaged on war work or administration, she worked harder and longer than anyone but occasionally yearned for adventure again. “It’s sometimes exasperating to be obliged to sit in an office when I long to be out in the desert, seeing the plans I hear of and finding out about them for myself . . . one can’t do much more than sit and record if one is of my sex, devil take it,” she wrote from Basra. And, in 1924 when she was fifty-six, “I’m planning a two days’ jaunt by myself in the desert. I want to feel savage and independent again instead of being [Oriental] Secretary in a High Commissioner’s office. The truth is I wonder how I bear being so civilised and respectable after the life I’ve led.”

			The wisdom of establishing a nation as conflicted as Iraq is often questioned. Gertrude soldiered on, year after year, as political officer and then Oriental secretary with her self-imposed mission to grant as complete a measure of autonomy to her beloved Arabs as was compatible with some temporary British guidance and support. Her dream was that Iraq should gain ultimate independence. She dedicated her life in Baghdad to the championing of the Arab cause, reaching the very limits of her purview as a loyal administrator employed and paid by Britain. She placed little faith in politicians: the British who betrayed the promise to give the Arabs self-determination; the French who bombed their way to control of Syria; and the Americans who proposed a benevolent world order, including a League of Nations, and then did nothing to support it.

			She had to fight her corner every inch of the way, and she often had to fight her own side. There were objections to her as a woman alongside the military, objections to her rank, objections to her being in the front line. She had to fight when an interim boss tried to have her sacked, when Winston Churchill wanted to pull out of Iraq altogether, and again when political machinations brought all her achievements to the brink of disaster. Her lifelong creed was to seek out and engage with the opposition in order to understand their point of view. This was regarded with the deepest suspicion by some of her colonialist colleagues, who knew that her Baghdad house was frequented by dangerous nationalists subversive to the British administration.

			In guiding the new British administration of Iraq, she was doing the most important work she had ever undertaken. To the people queuing up outside the secretariat in Baghdad, she was more than an administrator; she was someone they could trust. She spoke their language and had never lied to them. She respected them and their ways to the point of entrusting her life to them while traveling alone through their deserts. She understood Bedouin etiquette and the hereditary lines of Arab families. She also understood the priorities of the Bedouin nomads and those who had begun to farm, the traders and landowners, the Christian professionals, the clerks and teachers, and each of the explosive mixtures of races and religions in the unmapped territories the Arabs shared with the Armenians, Assyrians, Turks, Persians, and Kurds.

			Once face-to-face with Gertrude, the Oriental secretary, and Sir Percy Cox, the high commissioner, the sheikhs and Mesopotamian notables lodged their interests with the brand-new British administration of the summer of 1917. They were welcomed, listened to, their situations comprehended. They were assured that the British administration would be benevolent and was prepared for the huge expenditure in effort and money that would secure their various ways of life. Each one of the representatives had to be met with proper traditional courtesies, such as the giving of small presents, and lengthy discussions had to take place. In the meeting of the two agendas, those of the administration and the population, a good part of Gertrude’s day was spent in trading government favors to establish cooperation.

			If the American and British invaders of 2003, after ousting Saddam Hussein, had read and taken to heart what Gertrude had to say on establishing peace in Iraq, there might have been far fewer of the bombings and burnings that have continued to this day. She wrote of the importance on the part of the administration of “a just comprehension of the conflicting claims of different classes of the population” and its ability to “command the confidence of the people so as to secure the co-operation of public opinion.”

			One key to stability in Iraq is contained in a sweeping pronouncement she made in 1918 that “There is nothing easier to manage than tribes if you’ll take advantage of tribal organization and make it the basis of administrative organization . . . and establish familiar relations with sheikh and headman and charge them with their right share of work and responsibility.”

			Since civilization began, Mesopotamia had been a melting pot of races, with inevitable and frequent conflict. Of course she knew that Iraq would risk continual disruption. She was fulfilling the promise of self-determination, but it must not be forgotten that Gertrude had another urgent reason for wanting Iraq established. Had Britain evacuated Iraq after World War I, as Winston Churchill advocated, the Turks would have surged back from the north to exact revenge and reinstate the institutionalized corruption and the appropriation of taxes of their old Ottoman Empire. There was a very real threat from the Russian Bolshevik army, planning to drive the Communist revolution south to conquer the Middle East. In the south, Ibn Saud and his fearsome Wahhabis were already attacking the borders. Without western endorsement and British support, Iraq would have faced three powerful enemies without an army to defend it. The peoples of the Middle East who had failed to make their case for nationhood or political identity at the time of the Paris Peace Conference—for instance, the Kurdish people—remained at the mercy of massacres and incursions by their neighbors. The country needed to be inclusive enough and large enough to raise an army capable of repelling enemies.

			Her influence spread beyond the borders of Iraq, to Palestine and southern Arabia. There had been Jewish settlements in Palestine before World War I, and some of those had been attacked by the Arabs. In November 1917, Lord Arthur James Balfour, Prime Minister Lloyd George’s languid foreign secretary, issued a declaration sympathetic to the Zionist cause, stating that the British government approved “the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people.” When the first draft of the Balfour Declaration had been put to the Cabinet, the secretary of state for India, Sir Edwin Montagu, mounted a violent opposition despite being Jewish himself. In support of his argument he read to the Cabinet a strongly argued letter from Gertrude against it, forecasting future trouble without end.

			 

			This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government

			Circulated by the Secretary of State for India

			SECRET

			Zionism

			1. I am sorry to bother the Cabinet with another Paper on this subject, but I have obtained some more information which I would like to lay before them.

			2. We have received at the India Office a series of valuable papers on Turkey in Asia from the pen of Miss Gertrude Lowthian Bell, the remarkable woman who, after years of knowledge gained by unique travel in these regions, is acting as Assistant Political Officer in Baghdad. She writes:—

			Not least among the denationalising forces is the fact that a part of Syria, though like the rest mainly inhabited by Arabs, is regarded by a non-Arab people as its prescriptive inheritance. At a liberal estimate the Jews of Palestine may form a quarter of the population of the province, the Christians a fifth, while the remainder are Mohammedan Arabs. Jewish immigration has been artificially fostered by doles and subventions from millionaire co-religionists in Europe; the new colonies have now taken root and are more or less self-supporting. The pious hope that an independent Jewish state may some day be established in Palestine no doubt exists, though it may be questioned whether among local Jews there is any acute desire to see it realised, except as a means of escape from Turkish oppression; it is perhaps more lively in the breasts of those who live far from the rocky Palestinian hills and have no intention of changing their domicile. Lord Cromer took pleasure in relating a conversation which he had held on the subject with one of the best known English Jews, who observed: ‘If a Jewish Kingdom were to be established at Jerusalem I should lose no time in applying for the post of Ambassador in London’. Apart from the prevalence of such sentiments two considerations rule out the conception of an independent Jewish Palestine from practical politics. The first is that the province as we know it is not Jewish, and that neither Mohammedan nor Arab would accept Jewish authority; the second that the capital, Jerusalem, is equally sacred to three faiths, Jewish, Christian and Moslem, and should never, if it can be avoided, be put under the exclusive control of any one local faction, no matter how carefully the rights of the other two may be safeguarded.

			Sir Edwin went on to list some hundred prominent Jews who were anti-Zionist and to make the point that the bond that united Israel was not one of politics but of a common religion. This paper, headed by Gertrude’s contribution, achieved the change of a single word in the Balfour Declaration: Palestine would become a home for the Jews—not the home. Even this minimal change probably prevented both the slaughter of those Jews already living in Palestine and sympathetic Arab uprisings elsewhere. She continued to affirm: “Palestine for the Jews has always seemed . . . an impossible proposition. I don’t believe it can be carried out—personally I don’t want it to be carried out, and I’ve said so on every possible occasion . . . to gratify Jewish sentiment you would have to override every conceivable political consideration, including the wishes of the large majority of the population.” As early as 1922 the Arabs, refusing to accept the Balfour Declaration, massacred Jews in their settlements.

			Gertrude warned the British government of Ibn Saud’s growing power even before the war. In the east, it would have been next on his agenda to invade the Gulf states to control the flow of oil down the Persian Gulf. Britain provided the funds that persuaded him to keep his territorial ambitions in check. After the war he went on to take Mecca and the Hejaz.

			Lawrence said that he thought Gertrude was “born too gifted.” The extraordinary range of her talents and abilities highlighted in this book do not tell the whole story. As Sir Ignatius Valentine Chirol wrote in her obituary, “With all the qualities which are usually described as virile, she combined in a high degree the charm of feminine refinement, and though only revealed to a few, even amongst her intimates, great depths of tender and even passionate affection.” She adored clothes, bought many dresses from Paris, and from Iraq would continually ask Florence and her sisters to send her the clothes she had no other way of buying. Other books of her quotes could be collected concerning her quest for perfect clothes and her love for flowers: she was enchanted by the sheets of wildflowers she discovered in the desert after the rains, by a rare iris hidden among the ruins of an Anatolian temple, or by a knot of violets under an Alpine rock. She sent home mandrakes and cedars of Lebanon to be planted on the lawns of Rounton Grange, the huge and splendid family house built by architect Philip Webb for Hugh’s father, the great ironmaster Isaac Lowthian Bell, at the height of the family fortunes. There, in a wood of beautiful old trees, Gertrude created a rockery of mountainous boulders surrounding a lake and a network of little streams. Once a showcase garden and now ruined and overgrown, it still produces unexpected plants in the spring. In Baghdad, she planted cottage garden flowers, ordering the seeds from England.

			Her legacy includes the Iraq Museum, from which fifteen thousand items were looted immediately before and during the invasion of 2003, and half recovered later. She had collected items from seven thousand years of Mesopotamian history, including clay tablets recording the invention of the written word. Through her position as honorary director of antiquities for Iraq she supervised the teams of foreign archaeologists who came to dig the precious sites of Ur and Babylon—the latter eventually bulldozed for an American military base. She kept the most interesting pieces for Iraq, allowing the world’s museums to take the pieces that they would better be able to reconstruct and conserve.

			In all, she traveled an unbelievable twenty thousand miles through the deserts on camel or horse, mapping terrain, photographing archaeological sites, and passing on intelligence to the government. Toward the end of her last, longest, and most dangerous journey, she questioned whether the adventure was worth it: “It is nothing, the journey to Nejd, so far as real advantage goes, or any real addition to knowledge.” She had no idea that in the years to follow, this expedition would open the way into the most exciting and rewarding part of her life.

			Gertrude would never know the happiness of having a husband and children, which she once said she would have preferred to all her triumphs and achievements. As her best woman friend, Janet Courtney, said of her: “She was, I think, the most brilliant creature who ever came amongst us; the most alive at every point, with her tireless energy, her splendid vitality, her unlimited capacity for work, for talk, for play. She was always an odd mixture of maturity and childishness, grown up in her judgement of men and affairs, child-like in her certainties, and most engaging in her entire belief in her father and the vivid intellectual world in which she had been brought up.”

			It is her own voice, so personal, visionary, and humorous, that this book has been designed to serve. The text is arranged by subject to highlight the diversity of her talents and abilities, and I have been led by her writings in deciding how to frame the chapters. In the case of some subjects, her observations over the years needed only a short headnote. In others, where history or her personal story developed in reaction to events, I have set her writings in an explanatory narration. The Chronology at the beginning of the book provides the time line necessarily missing from this approach.

			The majority of her quotes come from letters to her beloved father and stepmother, to whom as a sacred duty she wrote almost daily. In letters written to her great friend and mentor Sir Valentine Chirol, she often exposed her emotional state more clearly than to her parents, whom she always tried to protect from anxiety about her well-being. In addition to letters, there are extracts from her books, diaries and official papers, reports, reviews, and bulletins. I hope this volume will stand in for the autobiography she never wrote.

			Formidable as she could be as a stateswoman and figurehead, she was the most devoted family member, affectionate friend, and loyal aide. Her favorite sister, Elsa Richmond, wrote this of her:

			“Eternally young, she lived every moment to the full. The years went by, but they could not chill her warm heart. To the end of her life she remained what she was at the beginning: self-willed, impatient, infinitely loving, pouring herself out in devotion to those dear to her. And now all her brilliance, her waywardness, her sympathy, her affection lie buried in the sandy cemetery of Baghdad, the memory of that vital nature remains as a possession to those who knew and loved her.”

			GEORGINA HOWELL

		

	
		
			Note on the Text and Acknowledgments

			Most of Gertrude Bell’s letters, diaries, and papers are reproduced here by kind permission of the Robinson Library, University of Newcastle upon Tyne. Her appendix to “Self-Determination in Mesopotamia” and her letters to Valentine Chirol are reproduced by kind permission of Durham University Library. The majority of the letters are taken from The Letters of Gertrude Bell, selected by Lady Bell, DBE, first published by Ernest Benn Limited, London, in September 1927. Many letters not included in Lady Bell’s collection have been taken from Gertrude Bell: From her Personal Papers, Volume 1, 1889–1914, and Volume 2, 1914–1926, edited by Elizabeth Burgoyne. Both volumes were published by Ernest Benn Limited, London, in 1961. T. E. Lawrence’s letter of November 4, 1927, written to Sir Hugh Bell more than a year after Gertrude’s death, is included by kind permission of the Seven Pillars of Wisdom Trust.

			Other works of great importance to this volume include a summary of Gertrude’s life compiled by the Robinson Library’s late archivist Lesley Gordon to accompany a 1994 exhibition based on Gertrude’s archaeological work, titled “Gertrude Bell 1868–1926”; Gertrude Bell: The Arabian Diaries, 1913–1914, edited by Rosemary O’Brien, published by Syracuse University Press in 2000; and A Prince of Our Disorder: The Life of T. E. Lawrence by John Mack, published by Harvard University Press in 1976.

			Unless otherwise stated, all letters quoted in this volume are addressed to Gertrude’s father and stepmother.

			Gertrude’s spelling was not her strongest point, and on desert journeys in unmapped areas, or guided by inadequate maps, her rendition of place names was inconsistent. This book maintains her spelling throughout, whether in English or when quoting Arabic. Similarly, she sometimes found it difficult to keep track of the date. After her death, her stepmother wrote: “Gertrude hardly ever dated her letters except by the day of the week, sometimes not even that.” The dates have been clarified where possible.

			Whenever Gertrude mentions monetary amounts, they are given in British pounds as she wrote them, followed in brackets by a figure adjusted first to the 2014 value for British pounds by the change in the Retail Price Index (RPI), then converted into U.S. dollars at a value of £1=$1.60 (www.measuringwealth.com, 2014).

			There are many people to thank for making this book possible. I was fortunate that John Siciliano at Penguin Random House wanted to include the writings of Gertrude Bell among the eminent publications in the Penguin Classics. I want to thank him and Emily Hartley in his office for their enthusiasm, guidance, and patience throughout. Nancy Bernhaut’s meticulous copyediting has brought consistency to the book, which draws on Gertrude’s huge and varied output ranging from political papers to family letters. Thanks also to artist Paul X. Johnson for the cover image of Gertrude Bell; it evokes wonderfully the character of the young Gertrude. Cartography for the maps of Gertrude Bell’s journeys in the Middle East was done by Raymond Turvey.

		

	
		
			Chronology

			
				
					
					
				
				
					
							
							1807

						
							
							Gertrude Bell’s great-grandfather Thomas Bell, the son of a blacksmith, manufactures alkali using a new chemical process at Walker near Newcastle upon Tyne

						
					

					
							
							1809

						
							
							Thomas Bell, with partners James Losh and George Wilson, opens an iron foundry at Walker

						
					

					
							
							1816 February

						
							
							Grandfather (Isaac) Lowthian Bell born on the 15th to Thomas and Katherine (née Lowthian), elder brother of John and Tom

						
					

					
							
							1832 June

						
							
							King William IV signs the First Reform Act to increase the franchise and address electoral corruption

						
					

					
							
							1835

						
							
							Lowthian joins his father’s ironworks at Walker, later becoming a partner

						
					

					
							
							1837 June

						
							
							Queen Victoria succeeds William IV on the 20th

						
					

					
							
							1842 July

						
							
							Lowthian marries Margaret Pattinson on the 20th

						
					

					
							
							1844 February

						
							
							Gertrude’s father (Thomas) Hugh Bell, born at Walker on the 10th; future elder brother of Charles, Mary (Maisie), Florence, Ada, and Sophie

						
					

					
							
							 

						
							
							Gertrude’s mother, Maria (Mary) Shield, born

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Lowthian creates a new company, Bell Brothers, with Thomas and John to operate the Wylam Ironworks, Port Clarence, Middlesbrough

						
							
						
					

					
							
							1845

						
							
							Lowthian takes control of Walker ironworks upon the death of his father

						
					

					
							
							1850

						
							
							Lowthian opens Washington Chemical Company with father-in-law, metallurgical chemist Hugh Lee Pattinson FRS, and brother-in-law

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							The company pioneers steel rope and undersea cable manufacture with Robert S. Newall (company becomes Brunner Mond, 1872)

						
							
						
					

					
							
							1851 September

						
							
							GLB’s future stepmother, Florence, born on the 9th to Dr. Sir Joseph and Lady Olliffe (née Cubitt) in Paris

						
					

					
							
							May–October

						
							
							Great Exhibition at Crystal Palace, London, receives 6 million visitors from May 1 to October 3

						
					

					
							
							1852

						
							
							Bell Brothers begins iron production at the new Clarence Ironworks

						
					

					
							
							1854

						
							
							Lowthian elected Lord Mayor of Newcastle (and again in 1863); begins building new home, Washington New Hall (the old hall being the birthplace of George Washington) 

						
					

					
							
							1858 August

						
							
							On the 16th, first message sent by cable across the Atlantic; half the cable length made by Lowthian Bell’s Washington works

						
					

					
							
							1859

						
							
							Lowthian opens Britain’s first factory to manufacture aluminum at Washington; tours Newcastle wearing a top hat of aluminum, which was more expensive than gold

						
					

					
							
							1865

						
							
							Lowthian incorporates his Cleveland Railway into the North Eastern Railway Company (later London and North Eastern Railway)

						
					

					
							
							1867 April

						
							
							Hugh Bell marries Maria (Mary) Shield on the 23rd

						
					

					
							
							1868 July

						
							
							Gertrude Margaret Lowthian Bell (GLB) born at grandfather’s home, Washington New Hall, on the 14th

						
					

					
							
							1869

						
							
							Lowthian Bell is founding organizer of the British Iron and Steel Institute

						
					

					
							
							1870

						
							
							Hugh Bell and family move to newly built Red Barns, Redcar, near Middlesbrough

						
					

					
							
							1870

						
							
							Franco-Prussian War; Olliffe family evacuate from British embassy in Paris as Prussians approach

						
					

					
							
							1871 March

						
							
							GLB’s brother, Maurice Hugh Lowthian Bell, born on the 29th

						
					

					
							
							April

						
							
							Mother dies on the 19th, aged 27; Hugh’s sister Ada manages household

						
					

					
							
							1872

						
							
							Lowthian Bell starts building Rounton Grange on newly acquired estate near Northallerton

						
					

					
							
							1874

						
							
							Hugh Bell elected mayor of Middlesbrough

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Lowthian Bell elected Fellow of the Royal Society

						
							
						
					

					
							
							February–June

						
							
							Lowthian also elected member of Parliament for North Durham; his object was to press the government to support technical education in Britain

						
					

					
							
							1875

						
							
							Lowthian wins by-election as member of Parliament for Hartlepool

						
					

					
							
							1876

						
							
							Sir Edward Poynter paints Gertrude and Hugh

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Rounton Grange complete

						
							
						
					

					
							
							August

						
							
							Hugh Bell marries Florence Eveleen Eleanore Olliffe on the 10th

						
					

					
							
							1877

						
							
							Lowthian Bell is founding organizer of the British Institute of Chemistry (later, Royal Institute)

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Queen Victoria declared empress of India

						
					

					
							
							1878

						
							
							Lowthian Bell awarded Légion d’Honneur

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							GLB’s half-brother Hugh (Hugo) born

						
							
						
					

					
							
							1879

						
							
							GLB’s half-sister Elsa born

						
					

					
							
							1880

						
							
							Lowthian Bell resigns from Parliament

						
					

					
							
							1881

						
							
							GLB’s half-sister Mary (Molly) born

						
					

					
							
							1882

						
							
							Forth Bridge Railway Company formed to construct and operate the world’s largest bridge; Hugh Bell appointed as a director

						
					

					
							
							1884

						
							
							Lowthian Bell appointed high sheriff of County Durham; rebuilds East Rounton church; his masterwork is published, Principles of the Manufacture of Iron and Steel: With Some Notes on the Economic Conditions of Their Production

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Hugh again elected mayor of Middlesbrough; River Tees ferry Hugh Bell launched

						
							
						
					

					
							
							April

						
							
							GLB attends Queen’s College, London, living with stepgrandmother, Lady Olliffe, at 95 Sloane Street

						
					

					
							
							1885

						
							
							Lowthian Bell accepts baronetcy

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Maurice Bell goes to Eton College, there until 1889

						
							
						
					

					
							
							1886 April

						
							
							GLB attends Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford University

						
					

					
							
							July–August

						
							
							Lodges with a family in Weilheim, Germany

						
					

					
							
							November

						
							
							Grandmother Dame Margaret Bell dies on the 18th

						
					

					
							
							1887

						
							
							Great-uncle John Bell, Sir Lowthian’s business partner, dies

						
					

					
							
							1888 June

						
							
							GLB leaves Oxford with first-class honors

						
					

					
							
							December

						
							
							Stays in Bucharest with Sir Frank and Mary Lascelles (aunt); meets Valentine Chirol and Charles Hardinge; befriended by Queen Elizabeth of Romania (aka Carmen Sylva)

						
					

					
							
							1889

						
							
							GLB returns with cousin Billy Lascelles via Constantinople and Paris

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							GLB acts as housekeeper for her stepmother at Red Barns; does social work in Middlesbrough

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							GLB “comes out” in the London season, presented to Queen Victoria

						
							
						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							GLB aids Florence’s group studying lives of local working families; becomes treasurer of its committee

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							War in South Africa resumes after Boer attack on Cape Colony

						
					

					
							
							1891

						
							
							Washington New Hall given away as an orphanage, named Dame Margaret’s Hall

						
					

					
							
							1892 April

						
							
							GLB travels to Persia with cousin Florence Lascelles to stay with her parents in Tehran; studies Persian; begins reading the poetry of Hafiz; romance with legation secretary Henry Cadogan in Tehran; betrothal intended

						
					

					
							
							July

						
							
							Hugh Bell stands for Parliament as a Unionist Party candidate, unsuccessful

						
					

					
							
							December

						
							
							GLB’s parents refuse permission for her to marry Cadogan, she returns to London with cousin Gerald Lascelles

						
					

					
							
							1893

						
							
							Cadogan dies

						
					

					
							
							January

						
							
							GLB goes to Switzerland and northern Italy with Mary Talbot

						
					

					
							
							April

						
							
							Travels to Algiers with father to visit great-uncle John Bell’s widow, Lizzie

						
					

					
							
							May

						
							
							Returns to London with Mary Talbot via Switzerland and Weimar where Maurice is staying

						
					

					
							
							June–December

						
							
							GLB in England, learning Persian and Latin; starts Arabic studies

						
					

					
							
							1894 January–February

						
							
							GLB and Hugh tour Italy

						
					

					
							
							March–July

						
							
							GLB in England; Safar Nameh: Persian Pictures published

						
					

					
							
							1895

						
							
							Sir Lowthian awarded Albert Medal of the Royal Society of Arts (granted the right to use the term Royal in 1908)

						
					

					
							
							September

						
							
							GLB in England working on Poems from the Divan of Hafiz

						
					

					
							
							1896 March–April

						
							
							GLB visits Italy with Hugh; takes Italian lessons

						
					

					
							
							September

						
							
							GLB visits the Lascelles, Ambassador Sir Frank and Lady Mary, at embassy country house in Potsdam

						
					

					
							
							October–December

						
							
							Retums to England, continues Persian and Arabic studies

						
					

					
							
							1897 January–March

						
							
							With cousin Florence visits the Lascelles in Berlin; takes tea with the German emperor and empress

						
					

					
							
							April

						
							
							Lady Mary Lascelles dies

						
					

					
							
							June

						
							
							Poems from the Divan of Hafiz published

						
					

					
							
							July–August

						
							
							GLB begins climbing during family visit to La Grave, France

						
					

					
							
							December

						
							
							GLB and Maurice go on world tour, visiting the West Indies, Mexico, San Francisco, Honolulu, Japan, China, Singapore, Hong Kong, Burma; then return via Egypt, Greece, and Constantinople

						
					

					
							
							1898

						
							
							Sir Lowthian acquires the estate of Mount Grace Priory and restores the house

						
					

					
							
							June

						
							
							GLB and Maurice return to England

						
					

					
							
							October

						
							
							GLB in England, studying Arabic with Sir Denison Ross

						
					

					
							
							1899 March

						
							
							GLB travels to Italy, meets Hugh in Athens; studies Greek antiquities, meets archaeologist David Hogarth; returns alone via Constantinople, Prague, and Berlin

						
					

					
							
							August–September

						
							
							Visits Bayreuth in Germany to attend opera and returns to the French Alps to climb the Meije and Les Écrins

						
					

					
							
							September–November

						
							
							GLB in England

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Bell Brothers becomes a public company, 50 percent owned by Dorman Long

						
					

					
							
							November

						
							
							GLB goes to Jerusalem to stay with the Rosens at the German Consulate; travels via Damascus, visiting Baalbek and Beirut, Athens and Smyrna; studies Arabic and Hebrew

						
					

					
							
							1900 January

						
							
							Maurice Bell leaves for the Boer War, commanding Volunteer Service Company of the Yorkshire Regiment

						
					

					
							
							

							
							Hugh Bell’s sister, Aunt Ada, dies

						
							
						
					

					
							
							February–June

						
							
							GLB’s first lone desert journey begins in Jerusalem, visiting Petra, Damascus, Palmyra, Baalbek, Beirut, returning along the Mediterranean coast

						
					

					
							
							June–July

						
							
							GLB in England

						
					

					
							
							August–September

						
							
							In the Alps, climbs Mont Blanc, the Crepon, and the Dru

						
					

					
							
							September–December

						
							
							GLB in England

						
					

					
							
							1901 January–

						
							
							In London, watches funeral procession of Queen

						
					

					
							
							February

						
							
							Victoria; Edward VII succeeds to the throne

						
					

					
							
							March–August

						
							
							GLB in Redcar and London

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Sir Lowthian sells majority holdings in the Bell companies and merges steel interests with Dorman Long (in 1902), releasing substantial funds; Hugh takes directorships in all Bell associated companies

						
							
						
					

					
							
							August

						
							
							GLB in Bernese Oberland, climbs Schreckhorn and Engelhörner range; Gertrudspitze named in her honor

						
					

					
							
							September–December

						
							
							In England, takes up photographic developing

						
					

					
							
							1902 January–May

						
							
							Travels with father and Hugo to Malta, then to Sicily, to be guided by Winston Churchill; travels on alone to Greece, Turkey, Lebanon, and Palestine

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Maurice Bell returns from South Africa wounded

						
							
						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Ibn Saud regains Riyadh from Rashid dynasty in night attack

						
							
						
					

					
							
							May

						
							
							Boer War ends

						
					

					
							
							July

						
							
							GLB in Switzerland; via new route almost reaches summit of Finsteraarhorn, frostbitten

						
					

					
							
							September–November

						
							
							GLB in England, engages lady’s maid Marie Delaire

						
					

					
							
							November

						
							
							GLB leaves for second world tour, with Hugo

						
					

					
							
							December

						
							
							GLB attends Delhi durbar as guest of the Viceroy

						
					

					
							
							1903

						
							
							GLB and Hugo continue to Afghanistan, the Himalayas, Burma, Singapore, Hong Kong, China, Korea, Japan, Vancouver, the Rocky Mountains, Canada, Boston, and Chicago

						
					

					
							
							July

						
							
							Return to England

						
					

					
							
							1904 January

						
							
							Half-sister Molly marries Charles Trevelyan

						
					

					
							
							February

						
							
							Sir Lowthian gives £5,000 ($752,000 RPI adjusted) to each of his grandchildren

						
					

					
							
							April

						
							
							Entente Cordiale established between Britain and France

						
					

					
							
							August

						
							
							GLB at Zermatt, climbs the Matterhorn

						
					

					
							
							September

						
							
							GLB in England

						
					

					
							
							November

						
							
							Studies antiquities in Paris with Salomon Reinach

						
					

					
							
							December

						
							
							Sir Lowthian, 88, dies on the 20th at London home, Belgravia; Hugh succeeds to baronetcy and inherits £750,000 ($112,816,000 RPI adjusted)

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							GLB goes on archaeological trip via Paris, Marseilles, Naples, Beirut, Haifa, and Jerusalem; then takes desert route to Druze mountains, Damascus, Homs, Baalbek, Orontes valley, and Aleppo; continues on horseback to Antioch, Osmaniye, Adana, Tarsus, and Karaman; then by train to Konya, explores Binbirkilise

						
							
						
					

					
							
							1905 April

						
							
							GLB recruits Fattuh, her principal servant on future desert journeys

						
					

					
							
							May

						
							
							Stays in Constantinople before returning to England to begin writing The Desert and the Sown

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Sir Hugh and family move to Rounton Grange

						
							
						
					

					
							
							October

						
							
							Studies ancient manuscripts in Paris with Reinach; writes essay on the geometry of the cruciform structure

						
					

					
							
							November–December

						
							
							Begins to transform the Rounton Grange gardens

						
					

					
							
							December–February (1906)

						
							
							Travels to Gibraltar, Tangier, Spain, and Paris with Sir Hugh

						
					

					
							
							1906 February–December

						
							
							GLB in England

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Sir Hugh appointed Lord Lieutenant of the North Riding of Yorkshire (25-year tenure)

						
					

					
							
							December

						
							
							GLB and Sir Hugh arrive in Cairo, joined by Hugo from Australia

						
					

					
							
							1907 February

						
							
							Retum to England, delayed by Sir Hugh’s illness

						
					

					
							
							March–July

						
							
							GLB in Turkey, travels on horseback across Anatolia visiting ancient sites; works with Professor Sir William Ramsay in Binbirkilise; meets Dick Doughty-Wylie

						
					

					
							
							July

						
							
							Half-sister Elsa marries Herbert, later Admiral Sir Herbert Richmond

						
					

					
							
							August

						
							
							GLB takes Fattuh to hospital in Constantinople; guest of the grand vizier

						
					

					
							
							August–December

						
							
							GLB in England; publication of The Desert and the Sown

						
					

					
							
							October

						
							
							GLB trains in surveying and mapmaking with the Royal Geographical Society

						
					

					
							
							1908

						
							
							Young Turks’ Committee of Union and Progress rises against Sultan, taking six more years to achieve full power over Ottoman Empire

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							GLB in England all year; becomes founding secretary of the Women’s National Anti-Suffrage League; drafts The Thousand and One Churches; holidays in North Wales with Valentine Chirol and Frank Balfour

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Doughty-Wylie unofficially rallies Turkish troops to stop massacre of Armenians, is wounded but organizes relief for 22,000 refugees

						
					

					
							
							September

						
							
							Hugo Bell ordained priest; curate of Guiseley, Leeds

						
					

					
							
							1909 January–July

						
							
							GLB travels to Syria and Mesopotamia on horse-back, follows Euphrates River to Baghdad, measures palace of Ukhaidir, then follows Tigris River to Turkey

						
					

					
							
							July

						
							
							GLB in England; publication of The Thousand and One Churches; draws palace of Ukhaidir; writes about Armenian monasteries for Josef Strzygowski; meets Sir Percy Cox, discusses with him proposed desert journeys; begins Amurath to Amurath; continues developing Rounton gardens, now becoming a showpiece

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Florence becomes first president of the North Riding branch of the British Red Cross (until 1930)

						
					

					
							
							1910 January

						
							
							Hugh Bell stands as Liberal parliamentary candidate for the City of London

						
					

					
							
							February

						
							
							GLB visits archaeological sites in Italy; pays flying visit to Munich

						
					

					
							
							May

						
							
							George V succeeds Edward VII

						
					

					
							
							1911 January–May

						
							
							GLB goes via Beirut and Damascus across the desert to Baghdad to check measurements of Ukhaidir; travels north along Tigris; meets T. E. Lawrence at Carchemish in Syria working for David Hogarth

						
					

					
							
							June

						
							
							Returns to England; publication of Amurath to Amurath

						
					

					
							
							1912

						
							
							GLB in England all year; involved in worldwide fund-raising for relief of Constantinople after the great fire; creates new water garden at Rounton; meets Doughty-Wylie in London

						
					

					
							
							1913

						
							
							GLB in England; completes The Palace and Mosque at Ukhaidir

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Elected to the Fellowship of the Royal Geographical Society; presented with a miniature theodolite as its Gill Memorial Award; she is the first woman to receive an RGS award

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Woodrow Wilson becomes 28th president of the United States

						
					

					
							
							November

						
							
							GLB travels to Damascus to organize journey to Hayyil, with intention of meeting Ibn Saud in Riyadh

						
					

					
							
							December

						
							
							GLB and caravan leave for Hayyil

						
					

					
							
							1914 February

						
							
							GLB arrives in Hayyil, put under house arrest by the ruling Rashids, then released

						
					

					
							
							February–May

						
							
							Continues to Baghdad; journeys through Mesopotamian and Syrian deserts

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Returns to England

						
							
						
					

					
							
							June

						
							
							Churchill persuades British parliament to approve Admiralty purchase of 51 percent of Anglo-Persian oil company to secure fuel for navy

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria shot at Sarajevo on the 28th

						
							
						
					

					
							
							July

						
							
							GLB awarded Gold Medal by the Royal Geographical Society

						
					

					
							
							August

						
							
							First World War begins; GLB gives speeches to raise troops

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Publication of The Palace and Mosque at Ukhaidir

						
							
						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Maurice mobilized as Lieutenant Colonel commanding 4th (territorial) Battalion, Green Howards

						
							
						
					

					
							
							October

						
							
							Turkey joins war as ally of Germany

						
					

					
							
							November

						
							
							GLB works at Lord Onslow’s Hospital, Clandon Park, Surrey

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							British Indian Army expeditionary force occupies Shatt al Arab and creates a base at Basra

						
							
						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							GLB takes charge of the Red Cross Wounded and Missing Bureau in Boulogne

						
							
						
					

					
							
							1915 April

						
							
							Maurice Bell on Western Front leads attack at Fortuin

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Lady Florence sets up auxiliary convalescent hospital for the Red Cross at Rounton Village Institute

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							British begin Gallipoli campaign against the Turks on the 25th; Dick Doughty-Wylie dies there on the 26th

						
					

					
							
							April–November

						
							
							GLB opens new London office at 20 Arlington Street for the Red Cross Wounded and Missing Bureau

						
					

					
							
							May

						
							
							British Liberal prime minister Asquith invites Bonar Law’s Conservatives to join a coalition government; Churchill forced to resign from the Admiralty

						
					

					
							
							September

						
							
							British win decisive battle against Turkish/Arab army at Kut and advance to Ctesiphon near Baghdad

						
					

					
							
							November

						
							
							17th: GLB leaves Sloane Street, London

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							20th: She embarks at Marseilles for Egypt

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							26th: She dines in Port Said with Lawrence and Hogarth

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							27th–29th: She is missing, probably took ship to Dardanelles, climbing beach to visit the grave of Doughty-Wylie

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							30th: GLB back in Port Said, takes train to Cairo

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							British defeated by Turkish force at Ctesiphon, retreat to Kut

						
					

					
							
							November–December

						
							
							GLB works in Cairo for Gilbert Clayton, director of military intelligence and also responsible for Egyptian civil intelligence

						
					

					
							
							December

						
							
							British encircled at Kut, siege begins

						
					

					
							
							1916 January–February

						
							
							GLB in India, advises viceroy

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Arab Bureau established in Cairo to collect intelligence of Middle Eastern affairs and disseminate information to British government departments

						
							
						
					

					
							
							February–December

						
							
							GLB in Basra as assistant political officer with rankof major under Chief Political Officer Sir Percy Cox, reporting to General Officer Commanding-in-Chief (GOC) Indian Expeditionary Force in Iraq

						
					

					
							
							February

						
							
							Hogarth in Cairo office initiates the “Arab Bulletin” as a regular intelligence report; GLB is the principal contributor from Basra

						
					

					
							
							March

						
							
							British evacuate Gallipoli

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Maurice wounded in France

						
							
						
					

					
							
							April

						
							
							T. E. Lawrence arrives in Basra with authority to bribe the Turks to lift the siege of Kut; he and GLB “had great talks and made vast schemes for the government of the universe”

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Turks enter Kut, population massacred; many British troops die in forced march northward

						
							
						
					

					
							
							May

						
							
							Secret Sykes-Picot Agreement anticipates postwar division of influence in Middle East between France, Britain, and Russia

						
					

					
							
							June

						
							
							GLB appointed head of Iraq branch of the Arab Bureau as an officer of the Indian Expeditionary Force D (IEFD; based in Basra) while also serving Cox

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Hashemite family leads inconclusive revolt of Arabs against Turkish rule in western Arabia

						
							
						
					

					
							
							September

						
							
							GLB in hospital with jaundice; then holidays on Euphrates

						
					

					
							
							October

						
							
							Cox signs treaty with Ibn Saud defining boundaries to limit his military incursions into Iraq

						
					

					
							
							November

						
							
							GLB arranges visit of Ibn Saud to Basra

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Hashemite emir Hussein, Sharif of Mecca, proclaimed king of the Hejaz

						
							
						
					

					
							
							December

						
							
							Lloyd George becomes Prime Minister of Britain

						
					

					
							
							1917 January–March

						
							
							GLB continues in Basra as Oriental secretary to the civil administration of Cox, as well as head of the Arab Bureau (Iraq)

						
					

					
							
							January

						
							
							In western Arabia, Emir Faisal with Lawrence starts march of Arab army northward

						
					

					
							
							March

						
							
							Turkish army vacates Baghdad; British occupy

						
					

					
							
							April

						
							
							President Wilson asks U.S. Congress to declare war on Germany; American troops engaged in France

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							GLB moves to Baghdad after nine-day journey up the Tigris

						
					

					
							
							May

						
							
							GLB occupies her permanent home in Baghdad

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Cossack troops commit atrocities in northern Mesopotamia

						
							
						
					

					
							
							June

						
							
							Lawrence takes Aqaba with Arab irregulars

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Maurice invalided out of active service permanently deafened

						
							
						
					

					
							
							July

						
							
							Cox appointed civil commissioner of Mesopotamia reporting to the secretary of state for India in London

						
					

					
							
							August

						
							
							British defeat Turkish army in Gaza

						
					

					
							
							October

						
							
							Bolsheviks take control of the Russian Revolution

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							British Cabinet approves Balfour Declaration favoring Palestine as a national home for the Jews (announced November 2)

						
							
						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							GLB awarded Commander of the Order of the British Empire (CBE)

						
							
						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Suffering from exhaustion, GLB admitted to convalescent hospital

						
							
						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Appointed editor of newspaper Al Arab writing “The Arab of Mesopotamia” for British officials

						
							
						
					

					
							
							December

						
							
							British take Jerusalem

						
					

					
							
							1918 January

						
							
							President Wilson makes his “fourteen points” speech outlining his principles for world peace including a “general association of nations”

						
					

					
							
							March

						
							
							Russia makes peace with Germany; Allied troops fight Red Army in Russia; GLB awarded Founder’s Medal of the Royal Geographical Society

						
					

					
							
							May

						
							
							GLB starts Tuesday soirees for wives of prominent Arabs

						
					

					
							
							July

						
							
							Holidays on horseback in Persian mountains

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Women over 30 gain the vote in Britain if they were either a member of or married to a member of the Local Government Register, were a property owner, or were a graduate voting in a university constituency

						
							
						
					

					
							
							September

						
							
							GLB arranges durbar of sheikhs in Iraq

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Cox posted to Tehran; provisionally replaced by Sir Arnold Wilson as acting civil commissioner; GLB’s role restricted

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Lady Florence made Dame Commander of the Order of the Indian Empire (DCIE) for her work for the Red Cross; Sir Hugh awarded Companion of the Order of the Bath

						
					

					
							
							October

						
							
							Emir Faisal’s army takes Damascus with Lawrence; Turks fight last battle at Sharqat, then withdraw; Turks sign Mudros Armistice, end of Ottoman Empire

						
					

					
							
							November

						
							
							Allies sign armistice with Germany; First World War ends

						
					

					
							
							December

						
							
							Influenza pandemic reaches Baghdad

						
					

					
							
							1919 February–

						
							
							GLB prepares a paper for the Paris Peace Conference

						
					

					
							
							March

						
							
							on the future of Mesopotamia, attending the conference in March

						
					

					
							
							April–May

						
							
							GLB tours France and visits Algiers with Sir Hugh; returns to Peace Conference until A. T. Wilson arrives

						
					

					
							
							May–September

						
							
							GLB in England

						
					

					
							
							June

						
							
							Germany signs Treaty of Versailles accepting peace conditions; Covenant of the League of Nations signed by 44 nations on the 28th

						
					

					
							
							September

						
							
							GLB visits Cairo, Jerusalem, Damascus, Beirut, and Aleppo

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							President Wilson collapses while campaigning for the United States to join the League of Nations

						
							
						
					

					
							
							October

						
							
							President Wilson suffers massive stroke on the 2nd, leaving him permanently incapacitated

						
					

					
							
							November

						
							
							U.S. Senate fails to ratify the Treaty of Versailles on the 19th

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							GLB returns to Baghdad; starts writing Review of the Civil Administration of Mesopotamia

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							GLB’s maid, Marie Delaire, joins her permanently in Baghdad

						
					

					
							
							1920 January

						
							
							Sir Frank Lascelles dies on the 2nd

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Arab Bureau in Cairo winds down

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							GLB takes archaeological trip to the site of Babylon

						
					

					
							
							February

						
							
							GLB organizes funding for a women’s hospital in Baghdad

						
					

					
							
							March

						
							
							Emir Faisal elected and crowned king of Syria

						
					

					
							
							March–April

						
							
							Sir Hugh visits Baghdad

						
					

					
							
							April

						
							
							San Remo Conference agrees to terms of British mandate over Iraq while instituting self-government

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							GLB to compile annual reports on the state of Iraq required by the League of Nations

						
					

					
							
							June

						
							
							Cox makes official visit to Baghdad

						
					

					
							
							July

						
							
							French occupy Damascus; King Faisal deposed

						
					

					
							
							August

						
							
							Treaty of Sevres between Allies and Turkey confirms terms for end of hostilities

						
					

					
							
							October

						
							
							Cox returns to Baghdad as high commissioner to Iraq

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							The naqib of Baghdad agrees to form a provisional Arab government and selects cabinet members

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							A. T. Wilson leaves public service

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							GLB prepares fortnightly reports to the Colonial Office on the progress of the administration in Iraq

						
					

					
							
							November

						
							
							GLB resumes duties as Oriental secretary

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							First meeting of Iraqi Council of State; future meetings frequently held at GLB’s house

						
					

					
							
							December

						
							
							Publication of Review of the Civil Administration of Mesopotamia, presented to British parliament

						
					

					
							
							1921 February

						
							
							Churchill appointed secretary of state for the colonies (including responsibility for the Middle East)

						
					

					
							
							March

						
							
							GLB attends Churchill’s Cairo Conference

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Holidays in Egypt with Sir Hugh; returns to Baghdad

						
					

					
							
							June

						
							
							Faisal arrives in Basra; he greets GLB upon his arrival in Baghdad

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							GLB elected president of new Baghdad Public Library

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Ibn Saud takes Hayyil; Rashid dynasty ends; Shammar tribesmen flee into Iraq

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Three-month British miners’ strike hits steel industry

						
					

					
							
							July

						
							
							GLB announces result of Iraq referendum; naqib declares Faisal king-elect on behalf of Iraqi Council of State

						
					

					
							
							August

						
							
							Faisal ibn Hussein ibn Ali crowned Faisal I of lraq

						
					

					
							
							September

						
							
							King invites the naqib to form a cabinet

						
					

					
							
							November

						
							
							GLB’s half-brother Hugo marries Frances Morkill

						
					

					
							
							1922 April–May

						
							
							Iraq’s Constituent Assembly passes electoral law

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Sir Hugh joins GLB for break in Jerusalem

						
					

					
							
							July

						
							
							GLB drafts antiquities law for Iraq

						
					

					
							
							August

						
							
							Bell finances diminish during international economic recession

						
					

					
							
							October

						
							
							Aiming to comply with the terms of the mandate, Cox and the naqib as prime minister sign a Treaty of Alliance between Iraq and Great Britain giving 20 years of British occupation in advisory capacity

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Faisal proclaims Treaty of Alliance on the 13th

						
					

					
							
							November

						
							
							Allies and Turkey sign peace treaty officially ending war with Turkey

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Macmillan Company donates books to Baghdad Public Library

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Lloyd George’s wartime coalition government collapses; Bonar Law’s Conservatives win election; Churchill is replaced by the Duke of Devonshire with responsibility for Middle East

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							GLB’s brother-in-law Charles Trevelyan elected member of Parliament for Newcastle upon Tyne

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Faisal, with Iraq Cabinet approval, appoints GLB honorary director of antiquities for Iraq

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Air Marshal Sir John Salmond takes command of British forces in Iraq; RAF tasked with controlling tribal dissension

						
					

					
							
							December

						
							
							Sir Henry Dobbs arrives as prospective high commissioner, in charge while Cox visits London

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							GLB asked to continue as Oriental secretary

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Cox signs treaties with Ibn Saud

						
					

					
							
							1923 April

						
							
							Cox signs treaty reducing British advisory occupation of Iraq to four years

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Cox retires, leaves Iraq

						
					

					
							
							May

						
							
							Transjordan declared independent under Faisal’s elder brother Emir Abdullah by treaty with Britain, later to be the Kingdom of Jordan

						
					

					
							
							July

						
							
							League of Nations ratifies Turkish Peace Treaty at Conference of Lausanne

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Constituent Assembly passes the draft constitution of Iraq (signed as the Organic Law by Faisal in March 1925)

						
					

					
							
							July–August

						
							
							GLB travels to England via Haifa, stays with Sir Herbert Samuel, high commissioner for Palestine

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							John Singer Sargent draws a portrait of GLB

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							GLB corresponds with Lawrence on publication of Seven Pillars of Wisdom

						
					

					
							
							September

						
							
							GLB amends her will, leaving £6,000 ($478,000 RPI adjusted) to the British Museum for a British School of Archaeology in Iraq

						
					

					
							
							October

						
							
							GLB founds the Iraq Museum

						
					

					
							
							1924 January

						
							
							Ramsay MacDonald forms first Labour government in coalition with Liberals; Charles Trevelyan in Cabinet as president of Board of Education

						
					

					
							
							February

						
							
							First national elections in Iraq

						
					

					
							
							March

						
							
							King Faisal opens Iraq National Assembly

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							King Hussein of the Hejaz proclaims himself caliph of Islam following abolition of the title by Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, but without pan-Islamic acclamation

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Dorman Long wins contract to prepare final design and supply nearly 50,000 tons of steel components for the Sydney Harbour Bridge; Hugh Bell as director

						
					

					
							
							September

						
							
							Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of Alliance accepted by League of Nations as meeting the League’s covenant

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Ibn Saud’s Wahhabis raid the Hashemite summer palace of Taif in the Hejaz; townspeople massacred

						
					

					
							
							October

						
							
							Mecca falls to Ibn Saud; King Hussein of the Hejaz abdicates in favor of his son Ali

						
					

					
							
							December

						
							
							Faisal ratifies the Treaty of Alliance following its approval by George V in November

						
					

					
							
							1925 January

						
							
							GLB prepares briefs and translates for the League of Nations Commission of Inquiry investigating the unresolved Iraq-Turkey frontier

						
					

					
							
							February

						
							
							Hugh Bell visits Sydney to inspect the construction site of the bridge

						
					

					
							
							July–October

						
							
							GLB’s last visit to England; returns to Baghdad via Beirut with Sylvia Henley

						
					

					
							
							Autumn

						
							
							Sir Hugh, Dame Florence, and Maurice move to Mount Grace Priory to economize; Rounton Grange closed

						
					

					
							
							December

						
							
							Ibn Saud ousts Faisal’s brother Ali as king of the Hejaz; annexes the territory

						
					

					
							
							1926 February

						
							
							GLB’s half-brother Hugo dies of pneumonia

						
					

					
							
							March

						
							
							Vita Sackville-West stays with GLB in Iraq

						
					

					
							
							May

						
							
							British General Strike; seven-month miners’ strike cripples steel industry

						
					

					
							
							June

						
							
							First room of lraq Museum opened on the 14th

						
					

					
							
							July

						
							
							GLB dies on the 12th; funeral with military honors; buried in British cemetery, Baghdad; Memorial service at St. Margaret’s Church, Westminster

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Ministers pay tribute to GLB in British parliament

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Treaty between Britain, Iraq, and Turkey defines borders of Mosul district

						
					

					
							
							1927

						
							
							Dame Florence holds pageant at Mount Grace Priory in presence of Queen Mary, partly financed by sales of signed editions of Dickens’s works and his letters to the family

						
					

					
							
							April

						
							
							Tributes paid to GLB at Royal Geographical Society, London

						
					

					
							
							August

						
							
							Publication of The Letters of Gertrude Bell by Dame Florence, who gives celebratory dinner inviting King Faisal, Iraq prime minister Jafar, the Dobbses, the Coxes, and the Richmonds

						
					

					
							
							October

						
							
							Turkish Petroleum Company, a consortium of international oil companies, strikes oil near Kirkuk

						
					

					
							
							1928

						
							
							Window dedicated to GLB in St. Lawrence’s Church, East Rounton

						
					

					
							
							1929

						
							
							Turkish Petroleum Company changes its name to the Iraq Petroleum Company, developing what had been identified as the largest discovered oil field in the world

						
					

					
							
							1930

						
							
							Commemorative bronze plaque unveiled by King Faisal; bust of GLB identifies the Gertrude Bell Principal Wing of the Iraq Museum

						
					

					
							
							May

						
							
							Dame Florence Bell dies on the 16th

						
					

					
							
							1931 June

						
							
							Sir Hugh Bell dies; Maurice succeeds to baronetcy on the 29th 

						
					

					
							
							1932

						
							
							British School of Archaeology in Iraq founded in London; £4,000 ($388,000 RPI adjusted) donation from Sir Hugh

						
					

					
							
							

						
							
							Iraq joins League of Nations as independent state

						
					

					
							
							1933

						
							
							King Faisal dies; succeeded by son, Ghazi

						
					

					
							
							1939

						
							
							King Ghazi dies in motoring accident, succeeded by son Faisal II

						
					

					
							
							1940

						
							
							Rounton Grange used as a home for Second World War evacuees and for Italian prisoners of war

						
					

					
							
							1947

						
							
							British Treasury grant enables formation of the British Archaeological Expedition to Iraq under auspices of the School of Archaeology; permanent base in Baghdad established

						
					

					
							
							1953

						
							
							Rounton Grange demolished

						
					

					
							
							1958

						
							
							Faisal II of Iraq assassinated in coup; Iraq declared a republic

						
					

					
							
							1991  January 

						
							
							Iraq Museum closed during the Gulf War

						
					

					
							
							2000 April 

						
							
							Iraq Museum reopened

						
					

					
							
							2003 

						
							
							Immediately before and during the invasion of Iraq by Americans and British, the museum was looted of some 15,000 items, many of which have been recovered; later reopened to archaeologists and school visits

						
					

					
							
							2015 

						
							
							February Iraq Museum again opened to the public

						
					

				
			

		

		
		

	
		
			THE LINGUIST

			Florence, Gertrude’s stepmother, had been brought up in Paris and spoke English with a charming French accent. Most of the family’s holidays abroad were taken in Italy and Germany, and Gertrude was not the kind of traveler who would visit a country without mastering at least the basics of the language. As soon as she arrived at Weimar she arranged to have German lessons, and as soon as she arrived in Venice, she arranged to have Italian lessons. Gradually she acquired, besides her English and French, fluent Italian, German, Arabic, Persian, and Turkish. The latter she learned very quickly, but it was the only language she found difficult to remember. Her around-the-world trips gave her enough Hindustani to dispense with an interpreter, and a smattering of Japanese and Urdu. She described her progress in each language, somewhat boastfully, in her letters home to her family.

			Of all the languages, Arabic proved the most difficult for her to learn. Staying in Jerusalem in 1900 with family friends Nina and Freidrich Rosen—he was the German consul—she took six lessons in Arabic a week, which did not prevent her from reading Genesis in Hebrew before dinner, for light relief.

			Persia, from Gula Hek, the Summer Resort of the British Legation, June 18, 1892, Letter to Her Cousin Horace Marshall

			. . . Is it not rather refreshing to the spirit to lie in a hammock strung between the plane trees of a Persian garden and read the poems of Hafiz—in the original mark you!—out of a book curiously bound in stamped leather which you have bought in the bazaars. That is how I spend my mornings here; a stream murmurs past me which Zoroastrian gardeners guide with long handled spades into tiny sluices leading into the flower beds all around. The dictionary which is also in my hammock is not perhaps so poetic as the other attributes—let us hide it under our muslin petticoats!

			I learn Persian, not with great energy, one does nothing with energy here. My teacher is a delightful old person with bright eyes and a white turban who knows so little French (French is our medium) that he can neither translate the poets to me nor explain any grammatical difficulties. But we get on admirably nevertheless and spend much of our time in long philosophic discussions carried on by me in French and him in Persian. His point of view is very much that of an oriental Gibbon. . . .

			London, February 14, 1896

			My Pundit was extremely pleased with me, he kept congratulating me on my proficiency in the Arabic tongue! I think his other pupils must be awful duffers. It is quite extraordinarily interesting to read the Koran with him—and it is such a magnificent book!

			London, February 24, 1896

			My Pundit brought back my poems yesterday—he is really pleased with them. . . . Arabic flies along—I shall soon be able to read the Arabian Nights for fun.

			Jerusalem, December 1899

			I’d rather do this than be in London, it’s
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