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	Across the ages of the Earth, following the trace of an ancient growl, every word in this book holds a secret of the Pallas’s cat.

	 


 

	[image: Un'aquila attacca un gatto di Pallas che, con baffi arcobaleno, difende un gattino e una volpe.]

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 


Prefazione

	 

	[image: Un gatto di Pallas dagli occhi gialli, circondato da una cornice dorata con animali selvatici.]

	 

	 

	 

	[image: Primo piano del muso di un gatto Manul dal pelo folto e grigio, con occhi verdi e baffi multicolori.]

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	[image: Testo in una cornice dorata: "Focus on me as you read. The effects of wars have expanded, and there is no backup planet available".]



	




	[image: Peluche di gatto di Pallas con medaglia dorata "Ambasciatore Manu, Wildlife Initiative".]

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	[image: Testo "My locket. My plush toy." in una cornice dorata e ornata.]

	 

	 

	 

	 


THE LEGEND OF THE PALLAS CAT

	
A practical guide to the eras of the Earth, following the trace of an ancient growl

	There is a sound that travels across the ages of the Earth. It is not a roar, it is not a meow: it is a low growl, ancient, almost mineral. It is the sound of time resisting. It is the sound of the Pallas’s cat.

	This legend does not arise by chance, nor does it exist solely to tell the story of an animal. It is born to offer a guide: a practical guide to the eras of the Earth, to the history of evolution, to the transformation of habitats, all the way to the present time — the time of humankind. A time that, in the book Abitare l’Albero Cosmico, is described as the moment in which humanity must choose whether to become a destroyer or a guardian.

	Following the traces of the Pallas’s cat means travelling backward through time, to when the Earth was not as we know it today. Young mountains, different climates, continents shifting in shape, and species appearing and disappearing. In this scenario, millions of years ago, a small, robust feline species emerged, with a broad face, low-set ears, and a forward-facing gaze: a gaze not of prey, not of predator, but of an observer.

	The Pallas’s cat is an observer of time.

	Its legend tells that it has not only survived ice ages, desertification, and climate shifts, but has also become a living archive of the Earth. Every movement it makes, and every hunting strategy it employs, every adaptation to cold and scarce resources is an evolutionary solution written into its body, as if nature had engraved within it a manual of survival.

	For this reason, it is referred to as a “practical guide to the eras of the Earth.” Through its story, the major phases of the planet can be read:

	
		the era of major climatic transformations, 

		the era of species specialization, 

		the era of human expansion, 

		the present era: the Anthropocene. 



	And it is precisely in the Anthropocene that legend meets reality.

	Today, the Pallas’s cat lives across sixteen countries, including Mongolia, western China, Iran, Nepal, Tibet, and Central Asia. It inhabits extreme environments where few animals can survive. Yet the greatest challenge it faces is no longer climate or natural predators. The greatest challenge is habitat change caused by humans, the reduction of biodiversity, and the disruption of natural balances.

	And here, the legend becomes a message.

	In the symbolic narrative, Manuls are imagined as custodians of an ancient memory, witnesses to what happens to planets when a species becomes too powerful and forgets that it is part of a larger system. This theme also runs through Abitare l’Albero Cosmico, where the tree represents the connection between all forms of life, past, present, and future.

	 

	The Pallas’s cat, in this vision, is a boundary creature: it lives between rock and snow, between silence and wind, between disappearance and resilience. Its ancient growl is not a sound of threat, but of presence. It is as if it were saying: I am still here. After millions of years, after the eras of the Earth, after the arrival of humankind. The question, if anything, is another: for how much longer?

	This guide-legend, therefore, is not only meant to introduce a rare animal. It is meant to help us understand in which era of the Earth we are living, and which role we choose to play: destroyers, observers, or guardians.

	Following the traces of an ancient growl means learning to read the signs of time, to recognize change, and to understand that survival is never guaranteed, but always the result of balance.

	The Pallas’s cat has been seeking this balance for millions of years.
Humankind has only just begun to realize that it needs it.

	And perhaps this is precisely why its legend must be told today. Because it is not only the legend of a feline. It is the legend of the Earth. It is the legend of adaptation. It is the legend of survival.

	And it is, above all, a guide for learning how to inhabit our time.

	Edda Cacchioni

	 


[image: Il gatto Manul su una montagna innevata, accanto a un monumento che lo nomina "Ambasciatore della Biodiversità".]

	 

	 

	 

	 

	[image: Un'orma di zampa di felino impressa nel terreno sabbioso.]



	




	
	1 INTRODUCTION



	 

	Scientific classification: Pallas’s cat
Nomenclature: Otocolobus manul
Synonyms: Felis manul Pallas, 1776
Order: Carnivora
Family: Felidae
Subfamily: Felinae
Genus: Otocolobus
Species: O. manul

	 

	Editorial note

	This Handbook was brought to life by Manul, the Pallas’s cat, a feline shrouded in the mystery of its origins and present in Asia for ten to twelve million years. During a specific period in the history of biological evolution, the Miocene, around seven million years ago, an encounter took place between the genus Otocolobus and the hominoids: the great Asian anthropoid apes.

	With the emergence of the genus Homo, around two million years ago, the most profound phase of its evolutionary history began. It also marked the start of a conflict between the two species: Manul became a prized target for its fur, its meat, and for the uses attributed to it in traditional medicine.

	 

	Origin of the species 

	In the cockpit, the alien directed the sensitive receptors of its nose and ears toward the gold-plated copper disc. In its brain, once the exploration was complete, an urgent need to take off from the planet was triggered. It entrusted the disc to the second-in-command, who sealed it inside the designated armored case; then it moved away to reach the cave and place it within the prepared niche.

	It was a high-security mini-bunker, designed to withstand millions of years. Once back aboard the flying disc, it established a mental link with the commander, awaiting the confirmation it most urgently sought.

	On the summit and along the slopes of the mountain, the gazes of the seventeen Manuls left behind on Earth were gazes of power: intense, direct, and steady in their practice of adaptation.

	Twelve million years earlier, the sixty-eight footprints of the struggle for survival had taken the path leading toward knowledge: an expression of universal connection destined to bear witness to the existence of other life forms.

	The holographic memory stored within the golden disc, conceived as a warning to the species that would one day discover it, would project in three dimensions the end of the planet Walahysa, the home world of the alien species.

	 

	Sounds (The effects of the climate crisis on the three states of matter)
Images (Earth devastation, air pollution, water pollution)
Biodiversity drift
Finally, the emblem of Walahysa: Manul, the Pallas’s cat.

	 

	 

	Natural Habitat

	There are sixteen countries, ranging from eastern Mongolia to western Iran.
The main populations are concentrated in Mongolia and China. Species and lineages diverged millions of years ago.

	Otocolobus manul nigripectus: Nepal, Kashmir, Tibet.
Otocolobus manul ferruginea: Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan.
Otocolobus manul manul: Mongolia and western China.

	 

	 

	Anthropized Habitat

	The current framework of captivity as a survival resource has reached its peak necessity in response to ongoing environmental change. Zoos, wildlife parks, safari parks, reserves, and sanctuaries are facilities that develop within them research projects, biodiversity conservation awareness programs, and environmental education pathways.

	The Pallas’s cat, a symbol of resistance in an era of violence permeating the Anthropocene, calls for the responsibility of leaving future generations a habitable planet.

	 


1.Evolutionary flow through the eras. Manul
Footprints from 12 to 7 million years ago. 
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	2 MIOCENE



	 

	Snow powder drifted through the air, a remnant of the heavy snowfall during the night. Manul emerged from the crevice between the rocks in mid-morning. Clouds chased one another across the sky, and shafts of sunlight, breaking through the clearings, illuminated the uniform white landscape.

	Above the snow cover there was little to see, while its depth was densely populated with life. The wind rose along the slope, carrying the scent of prey. Manul descended the steep incline, and upon reaching the flat ground, he stopped. The source of the scent profile came from the area where the snow layer exceeded fifteen centimetres, the maximum depth he could traverse without sinking due to his short legs.

	He detected no other scent traces and, having confirmed that no Eucyon the most ferocious predator was nearby, he leapt forward with determination, driven by hunger. He would capture his preferred prey, the pika: an inhabitant of the intricate burrows in the subnivean zone, which never enters hibernation. Its origin dates back to the Miocene.

	A beam of sunlight illuminated Manul as he struggled through the grip of the snow. Only his head and part of his chest emerged. Manul forced himself to remain calm, checked for any additional olfactory traces, and began to shake himself to widen his space. He needed to quickly regain a position of retreat.

	He resorted to the direct step technique, a genetically inherited behaviour in which the hind paw lands in the footprint left by the forepaw. With his smell weakened by exertion, vision took over, revealing the presence of an Eucyon.

	Manul assessed the distance separating him from his den, and the impulses from his vibrissae reassured him. His neural receptors, having calculated the distance to safety and that to the predator, amplified his strength, and Manul managed to slip back into the crevice just in time.

	His stomach remained empty, but he had secured the future.

	 

	[image: Codice QR per accedere a contenuti online aggiuntivi.][image: Codice QR per accedere a contenuti aggiuntivi online.]

	 

	 

	
	 

	 

	 

	 

	Scan the QR code to follow the adventures of Manul
(if it does not work, follow the links on page 84) 

	 


2.Evolutionary flow across the eras. Manul.
Footprints from 12 to 7 million years ago. 

	 

	
	3  

	4 MESSINIAN



	The morning after the encounter with the saber-toothed tiger, Manul awoke unsettled. He had never seen it before; fortunately, he was at the entrance of a burrow abandoned by moles. The climate was changing, and its impact on the territory was favouring the presence of new species, not only herbivores but also carnivores.

	The pika population had drastically declined, and finding the burrow deserted confirmed the looming environmental threat. He reacted instantly: the set of clues triggered his survival instinct and urged him to migrate.

	A decision already taken in the past by his predecessors.

	Shortly after, he found confirmation: the pika population had moved to the Tibetan plateau, which was in the process of rising.

	[image: Codice QR per accedere a contenuti online aggiuntivi.][image: Codice QR per accedere a risorse di approfondimento online.]
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