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A ll the summer of 1880, Cordelia’s job was to go next door, feed Mrs. Stanton’s horse, and clean out the stall. Every afternoon, Mrs. Stanton put aside her work on The History of Woman Suffrage and gave Cordelia a riding lesson. When she talked about some skirmish in her long battle for the vote, Cordelia always minded her manners and pretended to pay attention, but it seemed to have nothing to do with her. Riding was what she cared about.
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By autumn, Cordelia could trot, canter, gallop, and jump over a low crossbar. When she bragged to her brother, Howard, that she could ride, he said, “Oh, well, you are not a true horseman until you jump a four-foot fence.”
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She repeated this to Mrs. Stanton. The great lady sighed. “I’m afraid old Jule is too worn out to jump that high. But someday you will have your own horse and you will do it.”
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Cordelia was disappointed. She wanted more than anything to jump a four-foot fence now. After their lesson on the first Tuesday in November, she asked, “Mrs. Stanton, did you jump when you were my age?”

Mrs. Stanton didn’t answer at first. “Do you know that today is Election Day, Cordelia?”

Cordelia shook her head no.

“A new President will be chosen. But no woman will vote,” Mrs. Stanton went on. Well, why should they? Cordelia thought. All that was done by men. She repeated her question. “Mrs. Stanton, did you jump a four-foot fence when you were my age?”

Mrs. Stanton said, “Indeed, I jumped a four-foot fence and across a ditch. I did it to prove my courage.”

“Why?” Cordelia asked, very interested.
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