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Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai, saying, 2“Go at once to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before me.” 3But Jonah set out to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid his fare and went on board, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord.

Preface
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It is likely that you’ve heard or read Jonah’s story. If you heard it from an ardent Christian, the story will signify lessons and other meanings invented and ascribed to make the story look like, indeed, it was a miracle performed by God.

Christians would be quick to tell you that the book of Jonah is filled with so much valuable information and timeless lessons. Having read the story, I agree that the story is filled with valuable information about past civilizations, and there are timeless lessons we could draw from them.

When Christians talk about the book of Jonah, they want to force this “miracle” story down the psyche of anyone listening or reading the narrative. Whether they throw common sense away when preaching this “miracle” is not the question because they truly and faithfully believe in the narrative.

If there is doubt because the story alleges that Jonah was swallowed by a sea monster/creature and therefore, pure fiction, it is because, finally, people are beginning to use reason rather than accept faith as evidence.

There is one peculiar diversion some use in the attempt to convince the listener that Jonah’s story is real. They go to Matthew 12:39–41 and repeat a quote attributed to Jesus Christ. In other words, if Jesus confirmed it, it must be true. Whether they care if the listener is a convinced believer that Jesus was a historicized figure matters not to them.

Today, there are a few individuals who cite some incredible story to assert that it is possible to survive three days in the belly of a fish/whale. They cite the story of a happening near the Falkland Islands where they assert that a seaman was swallowed by a large sperm whale. After three days, the man was recovered, unconscious but alive. This story, like the Jonah story it struggles to confirm, is unconfirmed; therefore, not credible.

Here is a different perspective. Science says Jonah cannot survive in the belly of a fish/whale. Religion says it can happen, and it happened with Jonah, and it was a miracle. If the two sides are correct, then who is wrong? Read the third perspective, and you’d be surprised at the blinders we have been forced to wear. This short narrative is not about who is right or wrong or whether the story is fiction or myth. The story about this story is in its misinterpretation of Jonah and the dag gadol.

Chapter One

The Dag Gadol & Past Civilizations

Our civilization today is neither the most sophisticated nor the most advanced of the civilizations we are recently discovering that existed before ours. We are a million years away from the sophistication of earliest civilizations. You might doubt it, however. 

Earliest civilizations our sciences love to scorn had electricity packaged in batteries, were sufficient in energy, were able to manipulate the weather, were able to talk about time travel, and much more. 

Ancient people’s civilizations had achieved mostly more than what modern people are struggling to achieve. To even suggest that we are struggling to achieve what they have achieved is describing a bad situation as good. Perhaps we will get there. 

Some day.

If anything, our civilization is still primitive, even where we think we are advanced. When primitive society’s civilization encounters a greatly advanced civilization, the reaction most often is to worship the tremendously advanced civilization.

A lot of us have been conditioned to think that we are the most modern or most developed ever. If you are one of those who was and still is a recipient of all the bombardments of our erroneous histories, you could have failed to remove yourself from that conditioned state. It is, however, no fault of yours, but you have been bamboozled anyway. 

I read a paper once, a long time ago and though I cannot remember the author or title of the material, I can still recall the import of the article. It explained our lives, our destinies, and the mysteries of destinies. It explained that the mysteries in observing destiny was to understand that destiny has already happened, even though you are living it up today. 

In our mind-set, we apperceive destiny to be something that will happen. What, sometimes, we cannot apperceive is that destinies have happened, and it is not going to happen again. All you are doing now is living it.

One is tempted to ask if this is predestination. Predestination—the description of a doctrine that says all events have been willed by “God”—is usually a reference to the fate of all individual souls.

Whether you liken and describe the doctrine as predeterminism, determinism, predestination, or akasha, the doctrine is the same, no matter the word you apply to describe it. From various angles explaining predestination, each explanation seems to address the paradox of free will because “God’s” acclaimed omniscience appears incompatible with free will.

Perhaps this understanding will help change our orientation about time. Perhaps this will help us understand that what is happening now is not new. What is happening now has happened. That you are about to live it today does not translate your today’s events as something new. 

To this end, electricity is not just happening today. It existed. Aircrafts and jets are not new inventions. In fact, some of these technologies have been described as far back as the sixth century BC. Even today, there are technologies we still refer to as UFOs simply because we know little or nothing about them.

Travelling to new planets is not new either. If it was in the world’s destiny, it has happened. If it was in the universe’s destiny, it has happened. 

I hope, therefore, that with this understanding, we can then delve into the story of Jonah and the whale. Whether you think the story is a myth or you feel strongly that it is an allegory, perhaps you should keep those thoughts to yourself for now until we gather historical happenings that show that the events in Jonah and the whale story have significant resemblances to other events.  

I ask you to keep an open mind as we gather clues that help us connect the dots whether the story ever happened and why it was anthropomorphized.

How did you learn about Jonah and the whale? Perhaps the story was told to you in elementary school, or better yet, you heard of it firsthand in a church.

Right from childhood, some of us has been introduced to our parents’ practices in religion. We were inundated with stories as tales by moonlight, and we gobbled up these stories, hook, line, and sinker. We asked no questions. We thought our parents knew best, so we accepted their practices as the culture. 

One of those stories was that of Jonah and the whale. We believed the story then, at least I did . . . until I started to reason and ask questions.

Having asked questions, one would think that such stories can immediately be dismissed as a myth. Others have described these stories as a literary device they refer to as an allegory—a metaphor in which a character, or an event, was used to deliver a broader message about real-world issues and occurrences. 

Allegories have been employed widely throughout the Bible and our natural history. These occurrences come in many forms of art, so much so that it can readily illustrate complex ideas and concepts in ways that it becomes comprehensible to those who the story is narrated to. 

Do not be too quick to jump to that conclusion. This is because there are stories we dispose of too quickly because our sciences cannot fathom such “magic” or “miracle” happening. Therefore, it makes a lot of sense when Josef F. Blumrich wrote after reading another story from the Bible:


​Any thoughts of visits to our planet by extraterrestrial beings are immediately stopped by the realization that existing scientific knowledge precludes that possibility. If such visits could be made at all, they would have to originate outside our solar system, and interstellar journeys would require unimaginable lengths of time. 


Yet this established knowledge is confronted with the wealth of mankind’s myths and legends which claim the exact opposite, that “gods” came from the skies. Their appearances were frequently accompanied by fire, smoke, and thunderous noise; their influence on man was, mostly, beneficial. If the source of this information is the “primitive people,” we call it a fable; if the origin lies in religious scriptures of the more developed civilizations, we interpret the tales in a more spiritual or even holy manner.

​
That this attitude is unfair and wrong is manifest in at least two respects: it disregards the sincere and honest belief of the peoples who handed down the accounts and degrades the tales to fictional stories. At its worst, the information is dismissed as the result of hallucination, the effects of drugs, or plain invention. 

But this attitude is also wrong and unfair with regard to man’s future development because it denies even the possibility of progress in the corresponding fields of science.

Thus, we seem to be at an impasse because of an apparent conflict between science and legend. Yet the way is not totally blocked: we can make progress in this very important field of knowledge once we realize that science and engineering are two separate (although not independent) activities, each with its own area of significance. We must acknowledge the present inability of science to help formulate answers to the question of extraterrestrial visitors while realizing that engineering and industrial technology have not been introduced to the controversy.

















Chapter Two

Jonah and the Whale Story

Jonah was thrown into the violent sea and was swallowed by a whale, stayed in the fish’s belly for three days, and was vomited onto the shore alive. Is this even possible? If it were, such would be considered a miracle, and rightly so
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